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Wh;t’;the Deal 0;1 Pensioﬁs for Ex-Servicemen?

—See pages 8, 9 and 10




Juszt a few of the pellets that are being dropped on
Germany and the occcupied countries—night and day,
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HE guns, tanks, planes and material of all kinds that you see on
Tt'm'sse pages represent the history of the last five years. Hitler

brought them into being when his Nazis marched into Poland.
By that act he said to the rest of the world, “ Unite and produce
weapons, or 1 will destroy you. But I do not believe that you can
produce them in time.”

For a while it seemed as if he were right. But at this moment, and
with “D Day " the next, great and final move of the War, he has
been proven wrong. In the time between the sacking of Warsaw
trom the air and the progressive destruction of Berlin by the Allies,

the thesis of Hitler—that democracy is “ decadent *—has been
torn to shreds,

American weapons began to move around the world, Our tanks
and artillery fed the needs of British and Americans in Africa,
Russians at Stalingrad, Australians and Americans in the South
Pacific. Now the vast staggering tonnage of weapons is piled, and

is piling higher, in Britain for the last sledge-hammer blow at
Nazi Germany. :

A close-up (above) and a far-off (below—and plenty of what

it takes, either way vou look at it.
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*ligison”" jobs in the big Job t> come. ment'' soldiers, carrying howitzers, anti-tank guns and mortars.

3 " b 4
Have a handful of Lightnings (above), or maybe you'd prefer a A couple {or maybe two or three) Musigngs are shown above
FPiper Cub (below), Those Cubs are tricky craft, scheduled for and below are a mess of gliders to transpart the “heavy equip-

Invasion Inventory

. . . the stuff's really stacking up here

The cook, the baker, and the mess sergeant will be crossing,
too. These *‘iceboxes on wheels' mount. their own guns,
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ht become what Winston

ns mig
That would mean

hlhIH ;
of these amp " triphibian.

It has taken a llttla _Iules "u'arnu |mag|nat|::n to cover one as 3
eferred 19 i
some of the special needs of this war such as sea- AMPH'B‘AN S EJ“H:';:"I'ILL trn <hore, wheeling to 2 dcnnt and flying on a raid.
L

going trucks which are also land-going boals.

InIIQM- Hitler, playing Atlas and holding Europe on his 5h““id=rs
will begin to laok like Sinbad the Sailor carrying the Old Man of the
Sea under Allied shells.

We began in 1241 with a few tons of ghells dropping on Jap
positions in the Pacific. It was 2 weak curtain-raiser to a
terrific climax.




s Churchill

i)

the big show to play on the Continent,

Zero hour on D-day
covered by other boats—and those |

planes—

will find a wast armada of boats,
n turn covered by
dropping anchor off the European coast.

. ] said of another expedition, we are now “‘un-
rading history™ in English ports. These are “‘props’’ for MUB‘LE UNlTS

They include vital special weapons, like the giant M-25
which recovers damaged tanks. It is completely armor-
plated and mounts a .50 caliber gun,

it will be a fopgy day so the enemy won't see us, or a
clear day so we can better see them . .. and the
world will listen for the beginning of the end.



It's tough on a man's kidneys and tough on his ears (and maybe a bit

tough on his British cousin's fenders), but the Jackson in the truck

gets the bombs through to the bombers. And even Grousing Green-
pernt admifs there's nothing wrong with that.

HE colonel was desolate,
The lientenant colonel was perturbed. And
the major was disturbed.

The captain was most unhappy; the first lieutenant,
VEry.

Second Lieutenant Heller was visibly agitated and
clenched and unclenched his freckled hands.

Corporal Mac was browned off.

That moming the men had stood inspection in the
barracks. For perhaps the only time that year the
colanel was doing the inspecting. The click-click of
heels was echoed by the click-click of rifles. The
colonel passed swiftly and efficiently from man to
man. He snatched the M1 from Mac's hands and
held the bore up to his eye.

Lieutenant Heller dropped his eyelids in silent
prayer. His round face grew red, and a bead of
sweat boiled up on his snub nose.  'What would it be
now ?
undefiled. Improper haircut, improper shave, hat
improperly worn, shoes improperly shined, straws
under his bed, hoed crooked, untidy wrinkles in his
hood . . . It might be one of a thousand things.

The colonel lowered the rifle. Then, with a start,
he raised it again. A cockroach straddled the interior
of the bore, He stared at the colonel unflinchingly,
met him eye to eye. 1In silence, the colonel handed
the gun to the lieutenant colonel, Mac received it last,

Mac was the well-spring of delinquencies

from the hands of Lieutenant Heller. .

" A cockroach,'' said Mac, with resignation, as he
lowered the muzzle. He hadn't seen a cockroach
since he left home.

After that, nothing in the barracks pleased the
colonel. He stepped up to * Greenpemnt Goitie ™

* When did you shave last?"

" This morning, sir.""

" “jh}r? i

Licutenant Heller's face was a bowl of flame. His
ripe cherub’s mouth seemed about to burst.  The thin
wisps of red hair on his head crackled.  The lieuten-
ant was fifty pounds overweight and apoplectic,. He
returned to his quarters, changed his socks, and went
off the post for a glazs of business-men’s lunch.

Mac changed into his fatigues. " Come on,” he
said to Greenpernt, who was his assistant driver.

“ Why?"" said Greenpemt, '

“ I think a slow leak has deflated one of the tires,'”

“For a truck driver,” grumbled Greenpemt,
“ there are more than twenty-four hours in the day,""

Greenpernt was generally in an evil mood. He
hadn’t liked the pin-down girl in Yank that weelk.
She had long legs leading nowhere, and not enough
saddle.

In civil life, before he had become a heavy dnver,
Greenpemt had been a barber. When he was twelve
his father sent him to Barber's College in the Bowery.
There the boy exhibited
traits of temperament that
prociamed  his  unsuoit-
ability for the profession,
Listening to a  basehall
broadcast one afternoon,
he snipped off the top of
a customer’s ear. And
upon a similar occasion,
when singeing a gentle-
man's  hair, he was
startled from his concen-
tration to behold a nest
of flames. The customer,
almost burnt dowh to the
seat, had rushed out on
the sidewalk and buried
his head in the nearest
horse trough. Greenpemt

returned to lathering faces
in his father's shop in
Brooklyn,

After fixing the “tire,
Mac started the engine.
He and Greenpernt sat in
the cab, listening to the
sound of the motor.

" She's a sweet motor,”!
said Greenpemnt.

“She's a sweet job,"

said Mac. ; :

When Lieutenant Heller returned to the office late
in the afternoon, he blinked, sat down on the edge of
the chair, extended his arms upon the desk, and said
to the first sergeant: " A truck driver doesn't go in
too much for the usual military polish, but he'll get
the supplics throogh, under any circumstances, at
any time., A good truck driver is the best man the
army can put out."

The first sergeant said: “ Yes, sir.”

The lientenant sighed dejectedly, and ran his hands
through his hair.

M the good old days they drove by night. The kings
Iui’ the black-top could manhandle a wheel and
sleep with their eyes open, all at the same time,
until . . . Until they suddenly felt the truck swerve
off the hard surface of the road and felt the sickening
crunch of gravel, and then they'd snap right out of it
again.

Interstate haulers were always highly paid. Mac,
for example, eamed fifty-fve dollars per week., He
played hard, and he worked hard. Mac's six-foot
chassis supported over 220 pounds. His broad,
hunched-up shoulders reminded one of the rear axle
of a powerful truck. In peacetime, husbands had no
other alternative than to appeal to Mr. Anthony.

Somehow the misconception prevails that the truck
driver is the dumbest guy in the army, when the exact
opposite is true. And tough? Mac picks infantry-
men out of his teeth with a monkey wrench. When
he hits somebody, he wears tire chains on his hands,
s0 they won't skid.

Mac is always on call. He keeps his truck ready
o go any minute. A strip-map and a few words of
verbal instruction suffice to send him on his way. Day
after day he is on the road, on the average of 15 hours
outof 24, So his two-and-a-half ton, six-wheel-drive
vehicle is his home.

A hurricane may blow the shelter-half oft a major,
but Mac will be sound asleep night in his truck, when
the trouserless officer comes fumbling at the tar-
paulin.  Mac uses his rear-view mirror for shaving,
h?atx his canned ration on the madiator, and lights
his after-breakfast cigar with a lighter whose fuid
15 drawn from the gas tank. The lighter iz a devilish
im&uﬁmﬁm from a motor part, and, when ignited,
looks like a petrol dump going up in flames. Mac is
still working on the idea, and he has now got it regu-
lated so that it seems like a mere city gas main hit by
a soo-pound bomb. Eventually he hopes to whittle
the flame down to two feet.

Mac takes a big pride in his truck, and he is con-
stamtly boasting about it. He searched a long time
for his sweetheart, but no truck seemed to suit him.
Mac’is kind of temperamental that way. He didn’t
like the steering wheel of one truck, the gears of
another nauseated him. The Jast truck he had gave
him the horrord. The mechanic went all over it and
couldn’t find a thing wrong with it, but it made Mac

sick just to drive it,
_Then he met Second Fromt, It was love at first
sight... He liked the way she was stacked up. When
he patted her fender it fell off, At any rate, she was
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frank about it M i
structed her cnmp!:’sxlgﬂt T
Second Front was ve 1

- hammer out and recon-
he physical appearance of
LY poor. She had been used and

Iving in bl i made her look as though she
he e
:IE.-. iifnts out of thf: b{zal‘::kt;l:nkME- :;a:: reis? lﬂm
pai'nt P{?VRQEI the fixtores, and gave he?:. fresh co m:
Ma:: . 1;4, and shine,’* said Mac, g~
Wi b{gGLa 15 first taste of blackout drivin in th
e g Lomisiana maneuvers. Out of a :ﬂgﬂ‘-" oi
i wﬁg] l_gint to the final destination, Some Dbu:led
GEE a » SeVeral went down the creek and t\mmdm
cmsrﬂ E%tl}elf rharg_f.-cl on to the next town, one truck
el ltr:a 0 a brdge, a couple of tmr.];s smashed
ba.tﬂcgmm ms, and Second Front—in its armored
e pers, with Greenpernt hugging a 5o calibre
sy ;1:1 E:nrulm :;l_d-]i:;cping an eye out for booby traps
. :
stagzdﬂin frontofa b{:t;:ieijnrﬂlfr i T
e second maneuver they were ca
E?:Elry officer who suddenly r?:rie out htﬁt:hr:igt;
o e road several yards ahead of the speeding truck
¢ jammed on the brakes to keep from killin both
horse and rider. : g
" You're captured," bellowed th i i
- . . e capta
h1s:‘ headl into the cab and flourishing npm::::h;p;kmg
. You're dead,"” grunted Mac. :
t was a blistering day and the captai
1
Greenpeq‘jt to move over and make rﬁm; I‘;:r;:ﬁi
on the driver’s seat. Greenpernt was adamant. There

was rcom for only two people on the driver’s seat. It
was army regulations.  Then the captain wished
Greenpemnt to give up his seat and hop into the rear
of the truck. But Greenpernt was at great pains to
point out that an assistant driver had strict instruc-
tions never to surrender his seat to any One.

* You're a prisoner,”’ shouted the captain, and
Greenpernt gave him his name, rank, and serial num-

r—but not his seat. ] .
h‘:Inn many respects Mac preferred snaking his truck
out of a Louisiana quagmire to negotiating the narrow
roads of England. There was the fog. when you
couldn’t see to roll a peanut uphill with your nose.
The nights seemes darker, mayhbe because }Fﬂl'.:ll lmfw
there wasn't a place where you could stop and get 2
hot dog. And this business of left-hand driving was
such that you didn't know whether you were coming

D v - - -
Drlfla:lglsﬂ discovered that he had the English dl"“'ﬁi
to contend with. «On general principles, G“’”“F;“tr]_‘“u
glared at all civilians with the long, hﬂl’? gaze o &,
enlisted man, which combines contempt, ell-;;}r,ewr
hatred in one withering stare; Iemakﬁs, - :’: alr
were vouchsafed a shy leer and a 5'? I Sk';‘; :
Second Froni would be having tm'ﬁb 5 -ugjdeul;;
e e down 1 45 i 2 D2 AT Sl
they'd run smack into an English V“h“:'ls'_’ il FFromt
be proceeding at a slow, hesitant pace. l's;:;ian et
would almost spill her guts. Or an L"gi'__ B D
essay to crowd a bhig-six, like _5&:5:}1‘?!’1 ront,
e £ido of the foad Wi't‘h . bli{};':b?r:}w his top. " The

Then Greenpernt Goitie wol O laloon's

ot ing to win this war 7. ;
igs“‘:c:;’ia’treh:*‘:g]:;ﬂaii]. And he'd explode a imotth

ful of PX chewing cud that -.m:w.ll;..infI ;I:ﬂzgutlréu ci.;l’ﬁndﬁf;
out of sight. At guch Hmes

R - o ood CIEAT: :
lmgrehmmwse';e ufher times, too—like when he anc

Squirrel, the NCO at the ammo depot, sitting in the
driver's seat—HIS seat—of Second Fromt. Mac
knew there would be trouble when he found
the little guy there. He always got belligerent when
he saw somebody else in his seat. Besides, he was
superstitions. £

Squirrel jumped out. " Back your kidney pounder
up, gear jammer, ' he said.

Mac backed the truck up, then got out to watch
them load the bombs. They placed four one-ton
bombs on the vehicle. Mac watched the rear springs
sink. He knew that ammunition was heavy, al-
though it didn't look like much when loaded.

" That's enough,'’ said Mac.’

“ What's the matter?'’" said Squirrel.
your ald jalopy take it?"'

Mac conceded that there were disadvantages in
weighing 2zo pounds, or he would have let Squirrel
taste a choice bust in the mouth.

* Put on three more,’’ he said.

“Can't

W\
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They left the depot in heavy fog and crept along
slowly. Greenpernt’s body was slung out of the cab,
his eyes watching the road. Suddenly Second Front
slipped. She was off the edge of the road and her
wheels were spinning helplessly in mud. Mac lost his

head and tried to rock out. In five minutes he had
bumnt oot his clutchl

When the Second-Echelon mechanic looked at
Second Front he shook his head and was for having
her towed to Third Echelen. But Mac was obstinate
about letting Second Front pass from his hands. He
and Greenpernt worked with the mechanic for four
solid hours before they brought Second Froad
around.

The engine started with a soh.

* That's all right, sweetheart,"”" Mac said sooth-
ingly. “ You may be bumed out, but you're mine
—all mine.

And he climbed into the cab, and shoved in the

clutch.




By Sgt. H. N. OLIPHANT
YANK Staff Writer

NE day last fall, shortly after the landing

at Salerno, a big rawboned staff sergeant

from upstate New York started out on a
souvenir-hunting expedition. Ambling along a
bomb-pitted street not far from company head-
quarters, he came upon an old abandoned ware-
house. On the ground below the partly boarded-
up entrance was a Httle wooden box, It was a
perfect stoop, so the soldier decided to climb into
the building and have a laok around. He stepped
on the box. There was a sharp, shattering ex-
plosion. Several minutes later, when the security
detail got to him, the sergeant was squirming
helplessly under a twisted wreckage of splinters
and broken plaster. The booby trap had ripped
his right leg off just below the knee,

A couple of weeks ago, the wounded sergeant,
limping only slightly on his new artificial leg,
walked into a consultation room at the Army's
Walter Reed Hospital in Washington. D. C.
Seated before him at a long conference table
were three middle-aged civilians. One of them,
an affable, energetic Irishman named Timothy
Sheehan, explained their presence at the hospital,

“We represent,” he said, “the Veterans Ad-
ministration, an independent agency of the Gav-
ermment, set up by Federal law to see that dis-
charged soldiers and sailors, especially disabled
ones. get all the benefits that Congress has pro-
vided for them,"

Shechan pointed to his two colleagues. “The
three of us here form what is called & Test Rat-
ing Board. The man at my right iz a doctor. His
job is to look over your Army medical records
and determine the degree of your service-con-
nected disabilitiez zo that we can find out how
much Government pension vou are entitled to,”

The sergeant nodded, He was a blond, earnest-
lpoking kid, and the subject of pensions was one
that interested him a lot at that moment.

“The man on my left.” Sheehan continued, “is
an oeccupaticnal specialist, He will help you
choose the kind of ioh vou want and are best
adapted for, and. if the job you choose involves
specialized training, he will show you how you
can get that training at Government expense,
Finally. my job, as chairman of this board, is to
help wou file your pension claim. advise wyou
what to do about your Government life insur-
ance, explain our free medical and hospital ser-
vice, and in general do everything T can to help
vou take full advantage of the benefits given by
the WVeteranz Administration.”

Sheehan offered the sergeant a cigarette, inci-
dentally ecalling him mister instead of sergeant.

WHAT'S THE DEAL ON PENSIONS
FOR EX-SERVICEMEN?

The Veterans Administr

fall when it didn‘t have enoug
to handle the pensions an

batch of discharged Gls.

under a new and more efficient org

a circumstance that startled the kid somewhal
until he remembered that an Army sawbones
had handed him a CDD that morning.

“Now," Sheehan said, “let's get down to Cases
and see what the Veterans Administration can
do for you.” )

According to the ex-soldier, they did plenty.
The interview lasted less than an hour, but dur-
ing that time the VA Rating Board had 1)
awarded the former GI a pension of 85 bucks a
month; 2} showed him how to make application
for the waiver of premiums on his GII life insur-
ance; 3) given him assistance in picking out the
kind of job he wanted (the ex-sergeant said he'd
like to be an aeronautical draftsman) and 4)
arranged for his enrollment in a qualified vora-
tional school, where he will learn the skills of
his new trade, with the Government footing the
bill for hi® tuition, textbooks and materials.

Describing the interview afterward to a bunch
of CDDs in the convalescent ward, the young
veteran said: “Why, hell, those guys helped me
map out practically my whole future. T was a
little worried at first bocause like a lot of Gls
I thought the Veterans Administration was sonie
sort of old soldiers’ home. But everything turned
ocut all right, The picture looks okay now.”

What happened at that interview is fairly
typical of what happens every day at six other
major U. 8. discharge poinfs, where new Test
Rating Boards similar to the one at Walter Reed
are wearing themselves to a frazzle trying to
keep up with the rapidly mounting number of
men who are returning to civilian life as CDDs.

In additien to these seven Test Rating Boards,
more than 100" regular rating boards—they're

—_—
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A VA RATING BOARD LISTENS AS GI ASKS HOW HE CAN RESUME HIs

ation was badly snafued last

h personnel or priorities

d job problems of the first
But here's how it works now

anization set-up.

attached to VA field offices located in strategie
spots in the wvarious states—are breaking their
necks trying to interview the thousands of ex-
Gls who have already returned home,

when the old Bureau of Pensions, the U. g
Veterans Bureau and other separale véterang
organizations were consolidated in one over-all
agency, the Veterans Administration today is the
busiest set-up of its kind in the world.

To get an idea of the load it's carrying, take
a cool gander at the record. Between November
1940 and February 1944 more than 1,000,000 vet-
erans of the second World War were discharged
from the armed forces. Currently, Army and
Navy discharges are averaging 100,000 men g
month. Virtually every one of these dischargees
has some business or other—a pension claim, an
insurance problem, a reguest for vocational
training—that falls right in the lap of the VA,

Take the matter of GI insurance alone, which
is just one of VA's headaches. By the middle of
January 1944, the VA Insurance Section had re-
ceived 13,754,000 applications for National Ser-
vice Life Insurance, representing more than 150
billion dollars worth of insurance. At that time,
the number of death claims received from bene-
ficiaries totaled 50,661, of which 41.859 had been
allowed. When you remember that every one of
those policies and claims entails its own cor-
respondence and detailed office work, you will
get some idea of what harried clerks in the VA
are up against.

Handling the cases from this war is only a
part of VA's job: it must also keep up with the

Es-maus:;m:r by an Act of Congress in July 193,
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mountainous records of veterans and their de-
pendents of all other U. 5. wars. Moreover, be-
sides adjudicating thousands of pension and in-
suranece claims, the VA must see that its many
hospitals are adequately eq uipped and staffed, anr:?
must expand its facilities to meet the demands
of the returning wounded and disabled who re-
guire further hospitalization after discharge,
In Oetober of last year, as dischargees of the
sppond World War swelled to proportions Ear.b*‘:',
vond what anyone could have foreseen, T.I:ilnbi-
in the VA inevitably started getting snafued.
Yank began to get boiling letters fmn—f hfm'
orably discharged wveterans who s.ald t!llue:. u.ln_ar:l
getting the run-around whenevel _the:- .app ml
to VA offices for help. Pension claims were no
being acted on, and letters Lo the VA regar:lhng
GI insurance were left unanswered for as Df‘jg
55 =iz months. Things were really bogged down.
It didn't take long for the odor of _thlrS _n:less
to reach the nnstri}is of Fungéfaﬁ:afnﬁssn; ﬁ-ﬁ;ﬁ?t.
tion was immediately put un ¥. sl it ot;
7 rant shortcomings, none the e1|u
fﬁge{;ﬂﬁzﬁs Administration itself, wer;l pt [:E;IE:&
lv uncovered. For one thing, it wa-_.; disco e
h he Veterans Administration, despite its :i ith
2okl t. to every GI and his family, had no
G e ~ - The fact is, 26 percent of
prigeity’ o8 Felhe er,l had been called into ser-
jts pwn male personne - e iher thing, the
vice by Nowv. 31, lﬂa‘ltd. ar ity e
Veterans Administration had no p O
ould not undertake pa
repare for the swelling

The War Department, Congress and top offi-
cials of the Veterans Administration got busy.
Within twe months the whole picture had
changed. Today the VA has a new azimuih on
the toughest of its problems, manpower and ma-
terials. Here's VA's status as of nuw:_

1)} Has priority on manpower: important VA
jobs are classified as esszential, and persons hold-
ing them will henceforward be subjedt to defer-
ment.

2} Has improved priority on materials and crit-
ical medical equipment right after the Army and
Navy needs have been filled.

3} Has already begun a giant expansion pro-
gram; is hiring doctors, lawyers and job raters
for the 225 new rating boards that have been
authorized for second World War cases exelu-
sively: has prepared plans for new hospitals and
expansion of existing hospitals. d

4) Has concluded arrangements with the War
Department whereby certain Army camps, va-
cated by the recent War Department order re-
quiring more and more shipments of troops over-
seas, are to be turned over to VA for hospital
facilities and rest quarters.

5) Has adopted a new procedure Lo speed and
simplify the clearance of pen_smn.-::lm_ms by re-
quiring that all military hospitals begin the col-
lection of necessary records immediately after
the soldier enters the hospital instead of waiting,
as in the past, until after he gets his CDD,

With the kinks in its priority problems being
ironed out, the VA is beginning to make some

headway against the enormous backlog of claims
and correspondence that has accumulated in its

files since Pearl Harbor. Brig. Gen. Frank T.
Hines, Administrator of Veteran Affairs, told
Yawu rvecently: “I can now assure every d}S-
abled soldier and sailor that his pension claim
will be adjudicated promptly and fairly by a
competent rating board. I can also assure every
honerably discharged veteran who requires hos-
pitalization that a bed and good care will be
available to him"

Pensions For Gls

Ny dogface in this man's Army, whether he
stops a piece of flak over Germany, gets
bomb happy in the Marshalls, picks up a couple
of ulcers from bad chow in Kiska or acgquires a
psychoneurosis at a desk detail in the Pentagon
Building, stands a chance of qualifying for a U.S.
Government pension, What's the straight dope on
these pensions? How much dough can a guy get
if, like the staff sergeant from upsiate New York.
he loses a leg? An arm? An eye? What if he just
gets sick and is CDDed—is he entitled to any-
thing? What about death pensions for our de-
pendents?

Yank took these and other guestions to the
chiefs of the Veteranz Administration. Here are
the official answers:

“enerallv stated,” savs the VA, “a World

War II pension is pavable to any honorably .

discharged wveteran who has a disability of 10
percent or more if his disability resulted from
disease or injury ineurred in {or aggravated bv)
active military or naval service on or afier Dec. 7,
1841, and during the present war.”

The amount of pension ordinarily pavable
ranges from 310 to 5100 monthly, depending on
the degree of disability; ie., 10 percent, $10 a
meonth: 20 percent, $20. and so on up to 100
percent (3100). If a veteran is 100 percent dis-
abled and also needs regular aid and attendance,

‘he is entitled to $150. However, in extraordinary

cases where the disability amounts to complete
helplessness, as in the loss of both arms and legs,
the pension can run as high as %250 a month.

Certain specific injuries draw so-called statu-
tory pensions, which are paid in addition to the
amount paid for the perceniage or degree of
disability. For instance, the statutory rate for
blindness in one eye is only $35 a month, but as
that particular disability is rated at 30 percent
{530), a veteran blind in one eye draws a total
pension of $65 a month,

FPensions for other disabilities are given below.
With the exception of the two cases noted, each
amount is the total monthly allowanee (statutory
pension plus percentage-of-disability rate):

Blind DOth BVBE, | i sn mn e s e s s 3175

Loss of one 1
plus percentage rating of from 40 to &) percent.*®

8 TR Tl o [ e P 150

Loss ol One BYT C e v e i s fa e A 35
plus percentage rating of from 40 (o 90 percent.”

8 BT VLol 5T a1 B R L S SR e A e 150

Losz of one arm and one leg.. ... ..., 130

Losz of two legs and one arm, .. ... ..o - 0 175

Loss of two legs and two arms..............
Loss of any two extremities plus one or both
B s s D 250

* Percentage of disability, ranging from 40 to 80, is
determined by point at which arm or leg is lost.
For example. st the knee joint or elbow: 60 per-
cent (5480).

Ceriain diseazes—tuberculosis, ulcers, nervous
disorders, etc.—also rate pensions, provided they
aren't acguired through the soldier’s misconduct.
These may draw anything from 10 percent (510,
the minimum for any pension) to 100 percent
{5100) Unlike the pensions that are awarded
for anatomical losses, which are permanent,
the pensions for diseases are temporary—that is.
if you were given at the time of your discharge
a 10-percent rating as a psychoneurotic case, you
would be reguired to undergo an examination a
year or more later, and if at that time your con-
dition had improved considerably, you might lose
the pension.

In certain instances, scars or other disfigure-
ments rate payments. For example, an Indiana

private, a former cosmetics salesman, was re-
cently CDDed, and “psychoneurosis” was written

on his certificate as the cause for discharge.
In the Tunisian campaign, he had been thrown
from a jeep, and the wound left an ugly scar
across his cheek, Meanwhile he had developed
a chronic nervous disorder. Brought back to the
States, he was discharged as being physically
unfit for further service. A VA Rating Board
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classified his nervous disorder as only a 10-percent
disability. But the scar, which would handicap
him as a salesman because personal appearance
in his profession is important, was rated as a
ai-percent disability, Today the ex-soldier is back
in Indianapolis, learning to design airplane en-
gines and drawing a $100-a-month pension.

Throughout all the rules and regulations re-
lating to pensions, the words Yservice-connected™
keep cropping up. If the injury or disease is ser-
vice-connected, a pension may be awarded., If it
iz mot service-connected, no soap., Just what do
they mean by this service-connected business?

Aetunally, the VA's definition of a service-con-
nected disability i pretty broad. It would seem
to include all disabling injuries (or diseases)
suffered by a soldier or sailor during the present
war, provided only that the cause for the man's
discharge was not the result of his own mis-
conduct. When you're_on furlough, or off duty,
the VA says, vou're still in the service; so if you
happen, say, to get hit by a taxicab on’ your way
ta the opera or the burlesque, and as a result of
vour accident suffer a disability and are later
discharged for that disability, vou will get a pen-
sion. Provided, of course, that vou weren't blind
drunk when the cab rammed vou, in which case
the VA would probably rule that your accident
was the result of your own misconduct,

A recent case before a VA Rating Board in the
South involved this point of service-connected
disabilities. A corporal, stationed at Camp Croft,
3, C., got a 10-day furlough, which he decided to
spend at his home on a little farm near Fayette-
ville, N. C. On the second day of his leave, the
corporal was out shooting rats in the barn when
his dog, frisking playfully around his legs, tripped
him. As the soldier fell, his shotgun was dis-
charged, the discharge hitting him in the kneecap.
He was taken to an Army hospital where an
amputation was performed. A menth or so later
he was given a CDD, The Rating Board awarded
him the statutory pension for the loss of a leg
(%35 a month) and an additional percentage rat-
ing for his disability ($80 a menth). Today the
ex-corporal is drawing a $95-a-month pension.

A few other points about disability pensions.

1} Pensions are never awarded while a man is
still in service. He has to be an honorably dis-
charged veteran.

2} The percentage of disability is always defer-
mined by a qualified VA Rating Board, composed
of a medieal specialist, a legal specialist and an
occupational specialist.

3] “The percentage of disability.” says the VA,
“is based upon the average degree of impairment
in earning capacity, so that there may be no
penalty on any individual for his ability to over-
come the handicap caused by his disability,” In

‘plain GI language, that means if you gela FEM:;:}
for %80 for the loss, say. of an army, takehSI:iE Gt
training and overcome your handmaj!.} Eualif\?
a job, the fact that you get a job doesn't dlBt'? cksﬁ
you for the pension. You could make 500 bu
week and still collect on your dl:‘»ablllll}':' o

In the files of the VA is the case hsst&t:rr It:j
veteran of the first World War who was$ Eﬁ;'i?lteei},‘
a pension of 5100 for a hack injury. Immedid L
after his discharge he was, taken fo d vetera :
hospital where the doctors told himlhe wsucn
never walk again. After a year of lying ﬁ“f =i
his back deing nothing, the veteran began to feal
that he would go nuts if he didn't contrive ngt‘e‘
thing to absorb his interest. He got a teli_EFI ‘:“u ;
Installed by his bed, that telephone, plus & Ut s
guts and determination, enabled him t.“ 5larHe
business of his own—a laundry husingess.
called an old friend of his, a banker, and got 8
loan. He called a real-estate agent and had him
rent a vacant storercom. Then he called an er;{'t-
ployment agency and hired 2 fow workers. ; e
kept the books. Today, though still mnf‘med o liis
bed in the VA hospital, he is making a cool
£25,000 a year. His pension check for 5100 comes
regularly every mopth. :

4) Government pensions cannot be assigned,
and they are tax-exempt.

Pensions For Dependents ;

F a soldier is killed or gets a disease or injury
I in line of ducy that results in his death, his
dependents are entitled to pensions at the follow-
ing rates:

Widow but no ehild. ... oo iiainasesaan 530
Widow with one child R ; B3

{With 513 for each additional child) o
Mo widow but one child. ... 23

No widow but two children llequa'l-l*'-' dividedd 38
{With $10 for each additional child. total
amount equally divided,)

Dependent mother or father, ... ... 45

Dependent mother and father teach). .. 25

\The total monthly amount payoble to widow.

child or children cannot exceed S100.)

The Veterans Administration reguires certain
evidence in connection with claims for pensions
filed by dependents. To speed the gottlement of
such claims the VA urges all servicemen to write
to their dependents, asking them ‘to have in

readiness the necessary papers. If the widow is

the claimant, a certified copy of her marriage
certificate Is necessary. If a child is included in
the claim, a certified public record of its hirth is
required. In the event that the claimant is a
dependent mother or father of the veteran, a
certified copy of the public record of the service-
man's birth must be produced. Wives and chil-
dren are aufomatically eligible for death pen-
sions, but parents muost prove their dependency.

Jack Mizrohi, formerly of the Signol Corps,
discharged for injuries suffered in line of duty, studies
occovnting in New York of VA expense.

" goldier that

Gl Jnsumn:&
guardhouse lawyer can tell you, Ng.
5 _am’! Gervice Life Insurance und_.er certaip
tiona s prﬂVidEE for a waiver of Premiumg,
circu!n_ﬂan ay the VA Insurance Section puytg
Here's the " remiums may be waived dur.
s disability .of the insured whiech
the effective date of the poliey
isted for six cuTsEuui:rc monthg
1 e attainmen ¥ e insur,
gr more Pr;?rﬁ;uvzgrs provided that during Su?:E
of t.hE a'glf remi{uns have been timely paid."”
perice at £hat that means, let's go back for g
mirf:?ﬂgetu the staff sergeant who stepped on the

booby trap
Tim Sheehan &

Reed, the spldier

Free

nd the Rating Board at Walter
had been continuously disabled
i o than six months. During that
f{’['ﬂdhltlf.iz“: ;?;fiums for his GI insurance hagd
perio deducted as psual from his Ar_m}r pay. So
ts:.ia;zhan explained that because his disability
had lasted for six months cnntmunqsly and since
he was under B0 years old, thlre snId:}e:- Wﬂuld_ get
a refund on the premiums paid during that time,
But that wasn't all, Sheehan Ial!sn notified the
he could converl tins five=year-term
:nto one of the three other types of Goy-
E:?rlii;j;r:t in_gurnnce—policies which, ur_uh].u._. tha
five-year ones, have cash value and which, after
they've been in force for a year or more, may be
either borrowed on of surren-:}ercd entirely for
that cash value. So long as he is _tutally dizabled
_ that is, “unable to follow continuously a sub-
stantially gainful occupation”—the ex-sergeant’s
premiums will be waived and his policy will be
in every respect the same as if he were paying

VA Vocation Training

£ Mou are honorably discharged with a service-
l connected disability rated at 10 percent or
more, you may be entitled to special vocational
training and rehabilitation. While in training,
your pension is autornatically increased to $80 a
month if you're single and to $90 if youwre mar-
ried, with 5 for each child and $10 for each de-
pendent parent.

There is no ceiling to these payments. For ex-
ample, a man might have a wife, 10 children and
two dependent parents. That would be 580 plus
850 plus $20, or $160 altogether, :

All training expenses are paid by the VA out
of funds provided by Congress. That includes
books, tuition fees at private or state educational
institutions, equipment, and any other tocls and
training paraphernalia needed in your course.
Training courses—eax-Gls can go to colleges and
universities as well as to trade schools, ete.—may
last as long as four vears, but they must be
terminated within six years after the war.

That just about wraps up the VA picture, ex-
cept for two things,

If you have to write to the VA in Washington
about pensions, insurance or anything else, you'll
get a lot better service if you'll include in your
letter your full name, your serial number and
your full address, You'd be surprised how many
needless delays are caused because clerks have
to hunt through several miles of files (literally)
for an exact name and an accurate address. Put
it this way: There are more-than 5,000 John
Smiths in the service today, and there are 3,086
John Smiths who have files in the VA from the
first World War, So if you want to save time in
your VA correspondence, always give your full
name, serial number and correct address.

. The other thing is for chronic goldbricks who:
in their zeal to get a CDD, often go to astonish-
}LEE lengths to misrepresent their “symptoms” 0
wﬂlmedlm. It ain't hedlthy. For instance, at
fr: ter Reed the other day a gangling private
o m New Orleans told an Army doctor that he

Ei slowly going blind. The deoc examined the
ﬁ?hs' eyes very carefully but could discovel
i llhmg organically wrong with them. Then just
= i f“ldlﬂ' prepared to leave the room, cockily
CES ; speedy discharge, he noticed something
- ‘-'-'al'::h octor's wrist that interested him. It Was
ho ﬂumlha very unusual one, quite modern, wil
said: s ers on the face. Fascinated, the peeP
o g b ,I?ﬁ' ) SiT, that watch ain't got any numbers
nails, bufte doctor yawned slightly on his finge’
and saj 4 f%hthf!m a couple of times on his |3PE'.
tion in p; at's right, soldier,” a sweet destruc

! 1 voice, Today, the private is handling i

5 i ; ]
Pecial detail in a certain well-used latrine in ar

easiern Army camp,

in Salerno, When he appeared before

| —

i p— T map e

Y
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: Pacrric Port—Th S
A pushed on, Euttﬁ-l;qegm construction crew

bama's rural a road through Ala-

; 3 region that day 1:
Howard Kimble of Qs S Alay lsafrtaifﬂl;ﬁm'
dsd 2 up

a hill to set an explosiv
Ercv emohd fo o Lo chargs. Then, with: the

thev?i]l to smithereens S gl S
“Working with TNT every dasv ™
'“n_-mcle me think T had myv y' i i
:a.}:th blfl{uther Nature, l:{eﬂ:;r?gpr:avafguil]}lﬂe' s
nel:.zugut f;tﬂl‘-tlﬁh spots. When I heard abnu]tu?gs
B o ae. Marines were forming, 1 decid i
nd help them push c Sry
e o some roads

Now Kimble is a corporal i
Leathr_:_rnecks. the sumeiﬁingﬂln?x t?lfatBI?;ragmh
added“to the Marine Corps. The men is;: eﬁ'n
Negru outfit, commanded by white officer i
tram_ue_d by weteran white noncoms knoxs- e
traditions of the Marine Corps from Trieoli 1
Tarawa. They aim to add their own ch itér s
the annals of the Corps. P

And Lt. James T. Wilson of Jacksonville, Fla

said Kimble,

BARRACUDAS

THE FIRST OUTFIT OF NEGRO MARI‘NI-ES

one of the Barracuda officers, is confident of the
results. “In the short time they've been in the
service,” he said, “these men have been trained
‘as thoroughly in combat principles as any outfit.
They're damned good jungle fighters. We've
taken them on tactical problems in the jungle,
and they've shown that they are bushmasters
when it comes to camouflage, stealth and
patience. They can lie in wait for hours without
getting restless. That is their outstanding combat
efficiency and one that will stand them in good
stead if they should meet the Jap jungle fighter.”
The average Barracuda Leathesneck is 18
vears old, weighs 155 pounds and is 5 feet 10
inches tall. He is tough, too, psually with a
couple of years behind him at some job that has
given him broad shoulders and a solid physique.
Take Charley Nesbitt, for example. He was
light heavyweight champion in the Golden
Gloves tournament held”at Memphis, Tenn., his
home town, in 1941 and 1942. Between bouts,
Neshitt made his living as an electric welder.
So he had a head start when he v_clunteered for
the Marines last June. NDthE'i in even t;ettiesr
shape, and acts and talks like the marine- he 15,
"?E]ike'd the glory behind the Marine Corps,
said Nesbitt, “They've tackled some tough as-
signments and put them across. 1 thought I'd like
to fight the Japs, and this is the best outfit tdo
d6 it in. This service training is a lot more rugge
than my ring experience, but wew¥e -;_-ertaml:f 11:1
great shape now, and when we go into action
watch some Jap blood flow.” .. 4
-gi"reden‘rzk .E.l:| Gartrile was driving la ’t:sl:::z
around Detroit, Mich., when he saw & pat pa i
on the sidewalk and screeched to @ sﬂf e
tald me about some of our bo¥s joining it ?_1,;5 a
rines,” Gartrille said. "I thought, sinc® ;h& next
new outfit, I'd like to be a part of it, S0
day I quit my job and enlisted.”
a platoon sergeant and helped t
joined up later.
“Every phase of
said, “and I'd like tut rf.uJapﬁ
real MeC against e " ks WETE
But nu:'}rallgthe Barracuc# 1.23:11:2?:&; truck
construction crewmen, PriZ€ g o, 111, was arn
drivers. Pierre A. Clarke of IEEEt.C ot

e e in music at the
accomplished violinist, majoring :1_uit last March

Jni i icago, when S = d 10
B e e
Pounds fo his sounc frami}:ﬂ‘; Estates. There’s &

The cOme from : 4 Pvis. Jim
large St:t?:lhern delegatiol mcnidgjﬁgarpfrsﬂﬂ of
Grigg of Darlington, JS' Cérﬁl; and Roosevelt
Orangeburg, S. C.; 7€

ain the boys who
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2 t sgcme of it to use 1R the

IS ITCHING FOR ACTION.
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As for close der drill, 1st Sgt.

Gunnery 5gt. Felix Daniels, veteran of six years in
Marines, conducts o class in nemenclature af the M1.

of Wilmar, Ark, a white marine with 10 years
in the Corps, said: “There's enly one outfit T
can think of that shapes up better at drilling
than this outfit, and they were a picked group
on exhibition at the World’s Fair,” The Barra-
cuda Leathernecks are particularly hot on fancy
drill steps involving timing and rhythm.

Lt. Wilson is all for giving the men Good Con-
duct ribbons without waiting for the usual three
vears. Here's the way he put it: “These men have
axhibited the best of conduct. The shore pa-
trol has commendéd the men on their deport-
ment every place we've been. All our boys are
thoroughly disciplined.”

1t's this discipline, coupled with the fine phys-
ical condition and training of the Barracuda
Leathernecks, that enables the men to do 22
miles in a little better than four hours, said the
Heutenant. “If we wanted to take the governor
off and let them go all out. T'm sure they could
break any existing records for forced marches,
I've seen some of the best oulfits and they can
stop them cold.”

One of these days. the Japs may have some
additional testimony to give on that subject.
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drill session on boord ship.



15T 5GT. GEORGE H. SMITH TRAVELS IN A SEAGOING
ORDERLY ROOM WITH A FINE VIEW OF THE WATER.

AR W

TO PILOT A JEEP; MOW HE'S

.....

A HELMSMAN ABROARD OME OF THE MINE SWEEPERS.

CPL. PETER BURMNS USED
CAREFULLY, SOLDIERS SINK A MINE IN THE OCEAM,
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ooy yHE BOAT AFTER MAVING
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OYSTER, 15 PVT. SAMUEL CULINER, CLEANING THE OCEAMN DEBRIS FROM A MIME.

HAULED IT UP FROM THE SEA BOTTOM OFF THE PANAMA CANAL.
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hospital here and waits to retum to the war.

Milada is from Belgrade in Yugoslavia; she is
a young woman of about 25 or 26, although she looks
a Tittle older now. Her black hair is streaked with
gray, but her face is quick and very expressive
and she gives the impression of someone who moves
a great deal. This is only an impression, since
Milada has a fractured leg and will not be able to
maove at &l for a while. Such an injury is a handicap
to any one; it is especialy annoying to Milada, who
has been working in German-occupied Belgrade for

SDMEWHERE 1% ItaLy—Milada Rajter sits in a

the past two years as a member of the Partisan .

underground.

Fhe hospital in which Milada site used to be a
children’s school, and looks like the kind of school
a child in the third grade might draw in black. Tt
squats in a little village pear the sea: large and
bamnlike, with high ceilings and bare walls, There
is a general air of disuse about it, as if the children
had all grown up and gone away. The wind brushes
coldly through the rooms and the air holds a constant
chill. At night the lights are dim and insufficient.
It is not what you would call a model hospital. You
would hunt a long time before finding Dr. Kildare
here.

What you would find are some 300 Yugoslav
Partisans, recently evacuated from  their native
country. They are the patients. They are suffering
from bullet wounds, shrapnel wounds, fractures,
frosthite and assorted injuries, and for every one
of them safe in Italy there are thousands still in
Yugoslavia with no shoes and little medicine, who
have been wounded or frozen while fighting the
Fascists.

Milada Rajter is one of the 26 women patients.
She s very surprised when any one asks to hear
her storj because she considers herself no different
from any of the others. Actually, she isn't any
different; her job might have been a little more
dangerous and a little more difficult, but her impor-
tance is in the fact that she is not unusual. She is
repeated thousands of times in her country and in

i
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Millions of the rank and file all :
out of organized armies, are fighting
they find it. Here are the stories of two

have wandered about many :
the enemy to help destroy him.

A Yugoslav Partisan, a British Red Cross worker
with some of Tito's soldiers f

resistance movements all over Eu i
more aware of that than Mi]adalTizeréel[N:;n?tm;hm
tells her story willingly enough, with no .prysturi c
and no false modesty. She tells it sitting upri ]]l-.%
in her bed in one of the two wards for wnmeg g
children. Next to her is a boy of seven wh :!in{l
has been shot away by a German gmmdeme-r
rest of the beds are filled mainly with fn:ﬁthit‘ e
Milada speaks no English, so a Paﬂisaneém.
ll‘ﬂﬂSI&tt:'S for her. He is a small, middle-aged peN
and he is also from Belgrade. " My Englﬁi i;nan.
so good,” he says, but Milada points to him T
nods and says, * Good. Good," forming the w:l::]d
carefully and then laughing over her pPronunciat] -
So Milada talks to the doctor, rapidly and Lor
many gestures, and her story comes out,” Baf, n
Germans came she was a dental techniciap :?Ir: E

and a Hritdlsh.o.ﬂ'mur .
; pass a che
recovering from wounds at the same “an;u

over the world, in and
Fascism wherever
of them who

strange places seeking

f

| time of day

cotntey o4l after the goyemment had fled the
gmunrdyl 551.': ,beEa'“ to work full-time in the under-
big heli)_ ¢ spoke German fluently, which was a

Undl:[gmund work in

dangers than in any other Belgrade presented more

; city in Yugoslavia, mainl

seri‘,‘;'f.s“ﬁid““” ferror was greatist there. The
the Serhs 5 dSE:habuut systematically to slaughter
Every day “': iere were daily mass executions.
streets ang thgmpnm '; dEIE:: vans would appear in the
i ; roups st :
g "-_}“t to dig their own gﬁaueg, St Jlosthgss march

here Pl
1:c.-1|::alaltingwam one organization,'' the doctor said,

. "In the beginni
Now ¢ beginning: they had people.
o fatl]‘fl:i'e?nve 50." Milada spokz qui.::ir:lln; iln hlijm.
e and the doctor nodded. * She says you
rstand, You must understand what these
(Continued on lower half of next page. |
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RGLAND—On the = i
quarters of the Foreige 1 h:FONt of
glass, lies the figure of 5 lios
red and “'.l"l.{‘: marble. Itisy Czech lig, u
of Bohemia.' If you look closely at thL-rlTl s oa
above the visor of the cap wam by o cmblem
~'in qum you -wdrl 5e¢ this same licmfz“::Il‘.II s
in Beirut was fashioned by twe of the ¢ S
refugees f,mm Hitler. oOne of them 1:Er.rly ean
Czech 1_3@!_1[:‘;&'1“1111. The other was a Pa
Slay from South America named Jose l:r
is today a private in the 17, S .
and stationed in Great Britaiy

& a formpp
Efnnﬂe.-]ng
ABarel, whe
Army Signal Corps

Fascists are like.'’ '

In the beginning the work of the underground was
confined to small actions involving only a few people,
sich as setting fire to Fascist newspapers on the

streets. Then, as the national liberation movement
grew throughowut the country, the underground move-
ment kept pace with it. Liaison was established with
Partisan headquarters on the outside and the under-
ground assumed the responsibility not only of haras-
sing the Germans, but of smuggling supplies
and munitions to the growing Army of National
Liberation, and performing regular espionage func-
tions. Some of the work was right out of Hollywood :
once the Gestapo arrested a woman worker who
was about to give birth, keeping her under guard in
& hospital while the baby was bom. Three da%-rds
after birth the underground rescued mother and chi
and smuggled them to safety in a :t:.tolel_-l police car.
But most of the work was routine, in the sense
that hauling dynamite every day would be‘mt:gne.
Pamphlets and even whole books were prin P:':
illegal presses and distributed all over thigr Et?* i
isins were hidden and passed to safety. & ‘J"E::‘H
zation kept regular concealed supply d“g‘nﬁéﬁmﬁ
which a z4-hour guard would be Postf’dil.d.n e
the guard would disappear and that hidi a.:%i zEtiou
would be chalked off the list. But the 0@ s
Was good; it wasn't offen that their shle;“k e
nailed. The Gestapo tried vainly tﬂthbmsus -
taking hundreds of hostages “;:hencver ey suspec
any one of underground work. .1 “ but
“Iwas a hnstargg?myself.” the dmm,;jz;d}nan.”
Hiey Jet me go because I was 2 TRECTE o ien,
Milada spoke to him and he bent ':,i?l a question.
iniermupting every now and then ]"':: 4. “She was
Finglly he stood op and shoolk his ! Belgrade,”’ he
telling me about a family I knew 1n hostages—
gaid, « They were all e"““wdd:f,gmem,“ The
father, the mother and the two ] “ It is always
doctor shook his head again SIOWIY ;g " The
d to get over things like that. ighborhood. He
father kept a drug store in my PEERY
sed to fill my PTGECfiP‘t’:F“'E;; in -this atmnaplhe;z-
onstan p lute single-
Walking mﬂwt;.li‘lf‘iin'; of danget wlmv: b::-eﬂen terrific.
Mindedness, The strain must D&VE "o fe for a
Filots come home from a mission &

B

Far most Americans who join the ? 'Il'l
1

changeoyvor from civil ! form
]5 HE m:utlu_-_r of a [:-.:.'1711(1::; ;I!;EJ::;.:-“ 3-1[]31'“.'!" ﬁmi':al. el
-..ln American uniform toak exa{:wﬂmlﬁﬁs.' Al 1
:«:.-mr.-. 20,000 miles ig achieve, At nﬁ llt:lrgs
“mber, 1930, you might say, h i
soldier in search of ap &rm}; Now

. complement

grab off plenty of German
prisoners.

Ta his present
" general duty *  job
Pvt. Karel 'hrin:ug:iJ a
touch of manner that is
not strictly out of the
Armmy handbook. He is
deferential towards
officers but not humble.
His manners should not
fool you. For sheer stub-
born  drive against
Nazism, for such a long-
standing and deliberate
hatred of Nazis as his,
you would have to look
farand deep. Not that he

while; infantrymen get relieved and are sent to the
rear. There is neither rest nor security for any one
in the underground. Milada completely renounced
her identity and dared not even go near certain
streets where she was likely to be recognized. She
had altered her appearance by changing her hair
and adding a few touches here and there, but there
were still anxious moments when she was recognized
by people who might give her away. She managed
to see her family three times in two years. Her
two brothers escaped to join the Partisans; the Ges-
tapo executed her father for that. Her two brothers
were killed by the enemy. Her mother lived alone
with a younger daughter. = ¥ $
Finally, in May of 1043, the organization decided
that Milada had worked encugh in the unr]erg‘r?und.
Plans were made for her escape to liberated territory,

nce into the country she was passed along by Par-
tizans. The Germans control only the roads and
in the half of Yugoslavia they now oaccupy.
rEvaTla.:{: the flat land they cannot leave the roads
i t casualties. i
m;?h;':‘ur months later Milada reached Jajce in north-
west Yugoslavia, where Partisan headquarters were
then located. She was given a short rest and then
assigned to a division to do political w'nrk, It was
while with this outfit that she hurt her'leg and was
evacuated across the Adratic to Italy.

ik she was hurt in . c
midsg’eng:tyfvhile in action.”” Milada spoke guickly
t him. = She doesn’t want you to get the wrong

e ‘ on,”’ the doctor said. She says she hasn't

i tion yet.”
been I o as silence for a moment, while Milada
searched for something else to say, and ﬂ:e_ndm I;;%ld
her hands palms upward and shrugged an da.i]:u 4
It was late afternoon and the room was L t::ir
1d. The other patients were deep un ¢|:' :
E?a kets and only their faces showed. Looking at
i ou saw that they were ordinary people, _Lug
thegll‘!zda was an ordinary girl. It was only when
s i lized what they had done that you under-
Yogtoodu X jt they were like the ordinary people all
. rid ; there was nothing at all ordinary
Tﬁey were heroes, in the exact, a.n;:em
amuta?:’;-word. And Milada Rajter is one of them.
sense

an accident,”” the doctor ~

Yugosiav Partisans fight, .

carries an air of toughness, or that he is physically
A glender dark man above medium -

impressive,
height wearing a carefully tended black mustache, he
wouldn't look out of place in a twéed suit hovenng
over the Savoy bar. And, at the age of 3q, it is
pretty clear that he will never be a Commando. The
Gls around him sometimes call him * Pop.”

By birth he is, he says -carefully, “a Slav from
somewhere in Ewrope.” He is an educated man,
who, in his thirties, could hardly be expected to jump
to quick and drastic decisions, invalving blood, dis-
comfort, or Gestapo agents. Languages come casy to
him—he can get along well in five of them, including
the Czech and the Yugoslav. Spanish came last and
there could be no doubt about what Ia guerra meant

{Continued on next page. )

- e -~ N W
When fighting Nazis, women and men have the
same idea. Two Partisans rehash their battle ex pe-
riences. The girl was wounded by a snipar's bullet,
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A bunch of smazzy Nazis parade through the strests somewhere in Occupied Europe, the idea being to
belster up the citizens. All right, so you don’t see the citizens—maybe they're around the cornar,

when he heard it shouted in September, 1939, by a
newsboy on the " zsth of May Street” in Buenos
Aires,

Karel was on a holiday from his small, comfortable
business. He remembers tuming the comer to where
Calle Florida meets wide Corrientes Boulevard:—

"1 came before a newspaper building,”” he says.
" There was the Jatest news portrayed. Before that
news I had been quite shocked. From this moment
I couldn’t work. 1 knew I have to go to Europe. 1
did not have a precise plan. It was action of im-
pulse.”’

The impulse took over completely and at once.
Mow the odd search began—a man in search of an
army. His own old country was swallowed. His
roots in South America were few. Italy was the
first stop. Rationing had begun. The hardest thing
at first was the meat mtioning " for in South America
everybody eats three or four pounds a week.”" Capri
was still something to see, a mirage on the edge of a
bloody war—" a garden,'’ says Pvt. Karel, * very
heautiful. You cannot imagine it is true; you think
it is a part of a Hollywood picture in technicolor.
You could not imagine the houses are real. You
had the feeling to touch them to be sure that they
are not—papier maché?—thank you."'

Yet, in contrast to Capri—the ™ garden "—was the
sight of Ttalian children " marching, the six year olds
behind the eight year olds and then the ten year olds
...yousee? And they carried rifies, popguns, blow-
guns, how shall I say—air rifles?—thank you, The
six year boys they have been carrying small guns,
the eight year ones bigger rifles, and so on. All 50

arranged.”’

UGosLAvia wis different for him—a Slavic country

and he knew the language. Moreover, he
had come across the Adriatic from Haly with new
“ friends.”” They were refugees, many from Czecho-
slovakia, all looking for an Army, Yet, even in
Yugoslavia the curtain was going down, with patrols
out on the streets of Zagreb at night and daily
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réports of at least two or three people shot. The
food was getting scarce, due to the huge Nazi levies
of stuff from the Balkans.

Belgrade offered him room in the Czech center
called Narodni Duem—'" National Club." Mysteri-
ously enough, there was always food and a place
tostay, provided by the Club. With him were former
doctors, peasants, businessmen—men who had
somehow pulled from under and around the Nazi
juggernaut. Belgrade that winter was a town where
a man just naturally pulled his hat down a little
farther over his face and pulled his coat collar
high up before going out for a walk. These men in
search of an Army could spot a Gestapo agent as
quickly as they could their own mothers. The agents
were everywhere, at hotels, restaurants, almost any
place where more than two people were together.
They took pictures and politely requested names.
Sp the Czechs who had fled to Yugoslavia found it
advisable finally to go about singly.

With them, Joseph Karel moved again—this time
with French passports and with the understanding
that they were to join the Foreign Legion in Beirut,
Karel says Greece " was poor . . . stony, poor
earth, plateaus nearly without wvegetation. Foor
people.”’ ‘

“emall Asia,’’ as Karel calls it, began to show
in the first sight of Istanbul. At the Ozipek Palas
Hotel the accommodations were fairly good. The
sands of civilian life were running out, but you could
still enjoy yourself a hittle.

In Aleppo, Syria, the hotels were small, dark and
dirty. Beirut, the next day, was a white city glitter-
ing on the shore of the Mediterranean. If the
plumbi.ng varied from fair to none at all, it was
still a place to come to. For the men in search of
an Army, the first stage of the trip was over. The
Mediterranean was still a free sea leading to France,
For Karel—in two minutes you discover him to be
a high-strung but controlled man—this was a time
to be happy. Like the Czechs who had “ adopted "
him, Karel could now sing folksongs of the Molday

ntral Europe which
tar.
Hitler mistakenly took for Wcakn_aasthui rfi;?::r ;[
53l civilians, they haunted cafés ]Ir:d e et
the world over- They lived in tems Se0

e Ton 11 the end, instea

River—a nen-military trait of Ce

. the Foreign Legion headquarters: :wly formed Czech

of the Foreign Legion, it was the n

which Karel joined, S o
JMl'l!.:ﬂs was at New Year, 1040— the I'msst ;ﬁlql
and sentimental New l;fars I{I'cll‘:ﬁ:,rer{:&l: -,Pgrera .
qesume he might have su A B

:re?;e ustblnneli:me,s so far from home, but he 'ﬁﬁ:ﬁé
while flicking his wrist at yot. it was 50 e
moving at last. It seems to me I begin 10 maﬂlher
end of those (Hitler's) times 10 Europe. 5
things are of small importance then. Idnm X

with these fellows who have come from & 5a c?u: Iy
whose spirit has been knocked down. Most 0 them
have been caught in Hungary. put in prison, an

they have been down. (

to %rlu; deathpoint. And now they are together 1111L
Czech Army to fight Hitler—it was most sentimenta
Mew Year's I have ever spent.””’ -

thusiasm the volunteers grossed

w a high tide of en 1 556
ite to France. Karel's unit was hil-
Othe Mediterranean i i by

leted in the south near 2 small to ; :
§at|.n'ail_v he remembers the France of lhn::htmg \-:'l;}i
a great deal of emotion. Gradually, the 3“115
caught the infection of uneasmess SWEEpINE h“.
France of 1940, Out of this time Karel remembers
most clearly the visits of President Benes. The
Czech President came to their camp to talk to them
about the war. He is a man of medium height,
somewhat pudgy, with graying hair, He was the
President of a country that had no geography, and
only a small army bivouacked on foreign soil.  Al-
most, Benes could shake hands with his whole Army
without getting tired. »

Then came the lightning thrust of the German
Armies through Belgium and Northem France.
Again Pvt, Harel was on the move—France was
gone in one of the darkest hours of all time. He was
evacuated from France through Port Sete with
British troops and civilians. Dunkirk had fallen—
but “ the British had confidence,”” Karel says. In
spventeen days at sca the ships of the convoy were
strafed by planes. Submarines attacked twice, sink-
ing some ships. Food was scarce. He fell ill.
Liverpool was something to see after that tnp, the
crowds lining the pier shed as they came through.
There was a band and cheering. * By now I was
so weak that I even had difficulties to carry my
bag. And one of my officers has scen this and with-
out hesitation he took it from me and carred it
through a long way.

“ This officer,”* says Karel, “ has been killed while

flying in the RAF."
: Of those Czechs whom he met in the Narodas Do
in Belgrade, who had broken and bribed their way
out of Balkan prisons, whe had gone on to Syria,
some have been killed. Others are in action. Still
others are waiting, One of the men who missed the
hoat at Port Sete and was thought dead, has tumed
up—as an officer in Tito's Army in Yugoslavia.
Karel's cousin, who fought in the north where the
Germans crashed through, was killed. - And though
: as travelled far, he ran into another cousin
in France—now a znd Lt in the USAAF,

% London Karel sometimes meets men who followed
Ihnmlal::ng that course to France via Syria. 11::“?}:*4
there is snp-ueﬁhmg to add to the story of the ** Lion
?fﬂﬁfgmu{ igl,-lmg 1]1nder glass in Beirut. The
SELTNS HLESIN e al .
Cache umunﬁ iLmug b have planted shrubbery and
Only & private now, Karel has | o
: ; J eer eoted
;f:tll the war for five years. In Fr::.nn.::::nv.:l:;tfl.'utL :.llu-.
si;l:hs hu“v..-mﬂd nomally have acquired a commis-
su:-hby “:lf‘iUﬂ of previous training, enthusiasm and
it the Casch Acsry in' Beaie ey languages.
i France w i its
pﬁ?:l:urs already numerous, Tt wn: ?FDST:-:::"hzll?d'ulllE
it appears that Karel now Has the sy ‘::Iiziv‘ cult
in I:'hu American Army. R
ow the zero hour is comip i
= l. o G
i[';n;t. mrL hour for him e"tl:hm'.g 'Fli‘l;ga[;:;t r::r:tqﬂ::;
an:ﬂ‘"ﬁm res when he shook his life down to its roots
; started his search for an Army. The second was
when he enrolled in an Army—thg C%cﬂm ¥
:‘:rcpnred to fight with the French. Th:*t-chi ftl'm_‘f
l;:-ur wis F{am:{: at the time of Dunlkir 1:~.r S
of the continent will be number foyr ) dnmfm
f‘;‘lﬁ “r]onf ]II;L the alien soil of Syria the * rll..u::l ir?;
Fnia i i sti it wi
e gins td E.t“' for suon it will be padding
mﬁn:‘l‘ tna you ask the last questions of Pvt, Karel
p Snf;n your last answers and give him a casual
'I:I'Iimlltﬂ.hff_: wI;E 1:::il‘lﬂﬁ hiS“ !Wad ity o s ml.:n
T Eenuml?r says “Thank you." You feel
He is really a courteous and deferential suldicrl

/
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Fireman tair raid Lo
yE recent air raids on Londg
way c.'f living for a lot of the _l]]c:: z‘fa:l;:;:; ?h:“:w
They've been moved out of their billets a.nder{h
A in small groups to office buildings where ﬂas~
mﬂwﬂe their cots and go on fire-guardg duty eve o
there’s an alert. All of which caused a nxrry e
grumble the other moming, as he touched :F maﬁte .
the kindling in an officer's grate: * A jot of 'Db;h' e
done in the Ammy are going to sound funn] whl =
start talking about them to my gra.udchilglrre it
this one sure takes the caloe. "Why, kiddies * 1‘1';11 e
tosay, ‘your grandpappy fought the war ianDnd-;ave
Jighting fires all day and putting them out al nightn:

Busmen's Holiday
Back home, Congress has been tall;
~sort.of & bonus bill which would giIE;ngemtssgme
day for all the time they've served OVerseas 1'.."».."1-113'
we'd like to recommend a rider to that b]l] wh"w h
would pay $4.01 a day to Cpl. Lester Shiere u;f
Somerville, Mass., Pfc. Sheldon Lowery, of Ei'ate
College, Pa., and Pvt. John Ellis, of Rﬁafnﬂke: Va
—all members of an engineer unit out Wales 'wa, :
The boys, it seems to us, have carned it o

4 : d yet
they've done nothing yet which would taly
land them a-medal of any sort. RE Sk
The trio made ETO history worthy of at least
o ! at least that ot
extra ha'penny a day while cut on 48-hour passes ol "AWRIGHT . . . LET'S DRESS
a week or two ago. Figuring everyday life in their i ; g _ - UP THIS GODDAM LINE!"

pyramidal tents was getting too soft and humdrum
the three men took off with their passes, pup tent,
full field packs, and their rations and headed for the
peak of a i_ils}ant mountain, (Security prevents us
from identifying this mountain, although it is prob-
ably safe to say that, being in Wales, its name js
as long as a chow line and is generously sprinkled
with ;:ungue—twisting double “d’s" and double
*1's,"

Reaching the mountain top, the three staked out
a claim against allcomers (of whom there were
|:rr;31ticailjé II;L'I.lunvs'}. built a fire, pitched their tent,
and settled down to two days of homesteading, The maybe it was the scarcity of it that made some i i
later reported that maybe the wind did hlu%-; a hi{ lines in the civilian Pfﬂﬁ:y:iump out and hit us in YHRSE Jo Sk Mockingt?
briskly at night but that on the other hand the view the eye the other day. Talking about a country estate
was better than from the window of a Red Cross Club  called Hoghton Tower, somewhere up in Lancashire,
and the cost of the trip came to zero pounds, zero the item said: “It was at Hoghton Tower in 1617
shillings, and zero pence. Moreover, though you may  that James I, was reputed to have knighted a mas-
doubt this one, not a single MP stopped them and  sive roast of beef and created it ‘Sir Loin." *
asked to see their passes.

Now don't all rush at once, fellows. We don't
want to louse things up by overcrowding these

=Pvt. Thomas Flannary

Just when we begin to think we've got everything
under control when it comes to understanding these
British cousins of ours, whammo, one of them lets
fly with something that has us completely buffaloed.
Like the for-sale ad that appeared in the London
Tintes a few days ago. * Trousscau suitable girl 1-6

That was a new one on us and, being of a naturally  years," it read, " 20 dresses, knickers to match, as
skeptical nature, we checked with our good old new; silks, taffetas, ginghams. What offers? "'
Webster's Collegiate, published in good old Spring- Well, darned if we know what offer we'd make

Welsh mountain tops. field, Mass. The word “sirloin” was given there if we were the father of a year-old daughter and

as being derived from the French words sur, mean- someone came along suggesting that we buy her
Memo For Your Info ing "upon,” and longe, meaning "loin."" So take twenty pairs of silk, taffeta, and gingham knickers.
pretty academic subject to discuss in the ETO, and  chips. stand all over again. - ;

I
|
I
Sirloin steak, we'd be the first to admit, is a  your choice, men, while you wolf those fish and No sir, guess we'll have to start trying to under- ‘
I

HALEY + EGGER + KLAPUT =

4 : F/ s The roster of the Bth Air Farce lists three
sets of identical twins wha came to the
ETO to make trouble for the Germans—
and it s been a headache for the ground
crews as well as for Hitler

. . -
i - . 2d Lts. Ralph and Raymond Haley are both co
B-17 gunnars. L

TR
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Mail Call

Guardhouse Time

Dear Yaxu:

For some time now 1've been over here in muddy
Italy. and while I'll admit this is a helluva time for
me to start making post-war plans, 1 can’t help
thinking of that job-hunting detail waiting for me
come Armistice Day. I spent a couple o? months
in the guardhouse back in the States and I've been
wqrndermﬁ whether it's true I'm gonna have to
" pay " that time back to the Government staying
in service when normally I'd be doe for discharge.
Moreover, I'm in a National Guard outfit, and some
uy told me that although the Government wanted
st time made up, I wonldn't have to pay that time
back if 1 were a selectee. One more thing: that
little puardhouse service cost me dough which I
forfeited as part of my sentence, and when the
11,000,000 servicemen and women start scramb
for jobs I could well vse that dough—and that
couple of months—to look for work, too.

ITtaly. Pvt. GEORGE BENTOM

[According to the 10Tth Article of War,

are ired before discharge to make up
ﬂm'ﬁmhnhrﬁdhhlﬂmﬁlh selectees as
well as every other Gl. The pay you forfeited will
not be returned to you.—Ed.] :

On Cluttered Mails

Dear Yank:

One of the most well intentioned but foolish ges-
tures on the part of our folks back home towards us
(:Is overseas is their sending us tons of newspapers
we don't read.  True, many are read. Egually true,
a great many—I don't know the actual percentage—
are discarded without s0 much as takinﬁ the wrapper
off. Many are merely hastily scanned, with little
or no constructive or interesting information derived
from them. Our Company still receives papers ad-
dressed to men who have gone back to the States
months ago. Some papers are, true enough, of recent
date. But some are weeks and even months old.
Their * news " is ancient history by the time it gets
here. (Most of a newspaper's value lies in its fresh-
mess.) This obviously represents a-useless sacrifice of
shipping tonnage and a waste of precious paper. It
burdens the postal facilities unnecessarily and, pre-
sumably, somewhat delays that part of the mail we
all do want to get a lot of—letters, magazines, parcels.
This dogface believes the Army Post Office ought to
request all GIs, from privates on up. to write home
and ask that subscriptions to papers and publications
which are not being read for lack of time or interest
be stopped at once to save paper and shipping space,
and the time and effort and postage it costs to trans-
port this pile of pulp. A note, signed by some
authority or other, should be sent to the mailing de-
partment of papers which are arriving for men that

sending the darn stuff.  Also, this should be done
not merely once but from time to time to keep the
mail channels pruned of all dead wood. Be it under-
stood, please, that I'm not saying a soldier haso't
the right to receive his favorite or hometown paper
if he wants it. I he really wants it and reads it,
that's good and dandy. It mmg is his right to
have it. But let's not use that right to commit a
senseless wrong, against others as well as ourselves.

NEW YORK HEADQUARTERS

Managing Editor, Sgr. Joe McCarthy; Art Director, Sgt.
Archur Weithas; Assistant Managing Editor, Sgt. Just
Schigtzhauer: Assistant Are Director, Sge. Ralph Stein;
Fictures, 5gr. Leo Hofeller.

]

WASHINGTOM : Sgr. Earl Anderson, Cpl. Richard Paul.
ITALY : Sgt. Goor'fl ns, Sge. Burpess Scotr, Sgt. Burtt
ranc, ALGIERS : Cpl. Tom

Shehan.
E?'ﬁ'lisﬁﬂm S:EKME Abh-n!:t_ kﬂﬂ:ﬂﬂﬂ:rl;
b o Pline, Col. fames O"NGIl INDIA - Set.

unningham, Dave Richardson. SOUTH
o, Douglas Borgatedr, Cpl.
Crxzle 5t. Mi“ D;;Lm:";:mng;t_ SOUTH Pﬁ.&;iﬂ: Sgt-

Barret MeGurn, 5gr. Diflon Ferris, Sge. Robert Gl‘lﬂhgh-
Sge. George Morford, HAWAI: !g.‘tl'a Harle Millar, F

are no longer in the Company, with request to stop

If you don't care for that paper you've been getting
tht?;'iﬂin the name of common sense write and tell ‘em
to stop sending it, Ple. AMDREW VEMA
Britain,

One Foot In the Bucket
Pear Yaxe: . - i

Not that we want to be picayune about things like
this, but why, oh why, must you picture Superman
scrubbing the floor using a fire bucket for his wash
water?

We all have respect for Superman and his super-
Herculean tasks but couldn't he switch to the nearest
supply room and get a regular cleaning pail? ETO
firemen have been crusading and protesting against
the improper use of fire equipment. Certainly the
Super-American can follow regulations!

We, the undersigned, implore the good Mr. Kent,

and fotog P. Paris to cease and desist setting bad

examples for the poor Etousian. Sgi. W. L KING
Pvt. B R

e CpL A. SCHMALTLZ

Britain. Cpl. 1. KANH

Connoisseur ?
Dear Yamne:

That pin-up of Ann Savage in the March 19 issue
is a Lu Lu but I wish to bring a slight discrepancy
to your attention. If you'll look closely at the net
stockings that adorn those wonderful gams you'll
discover that they aren’t mates. DUXE

Britain.

Pin-ups In Reverse
Dear Yani:

In reply to a beef in your March 12 issue of Yanu,
* Education versus Inspiration,”” we the boys in
120 would like to state how Iucky T/4 Leo Pompilii
and 5/Sgt. T. Zapetti are to have both maps and
pin-up girls on their drab shack walls. That is the
first pin-op girl we have been able to put up and
keep u'g, even though her face is to the wall. Thanks
a lot Yank, so quit beehing fellows—you're lucky.

Britain. BOYS I HUT 120

From Other Gypsy-Builders
Iear YANK:

After reading * The Gypsy Builders * in your
March 1g issue of Yawk, we've come to the con-
clusion that you haven't been around much.

The hangars you wrote about and had the draw-
ings of are not British, but good old American built

1 ny at
built by the Butler Mnnufac‘;pru:i EESE:P%.%I e
K: City, Calesburg and Minn ﬁ_-cring ite
hnn;as nyt'u be among the first eng “nd i esti-
We 3?{;‘ g0 han,gﬂﬂ up in h“g]ﬂﬂl]r al . ma,;![l e
o I‘“ﬂlt a:-hnur'sol 25,000 must have bee e i
Thie 5i0e man-houts is still slow 1.1.'111'[-1,. Htee)s to
e 5'!':?1115 anit that can tell you Iml'i:“[‘ e
mi 3h hours without sleeping to get thes
N Enrw:sﬁlrr.t came over here, We _haI{I “l; ::IEESE'
‘th-]:rkm rations or cigareiies. I“IL: :;tl.‘t ol
:11} s and duro thils E]..;nn‘.il“.gﬂ:::we just like
Yank correspondent an
to read the magazine.
15t Sgi. GRAHAM W-. o
Col. RAYMOND F. BRU
Britain, sgt. BUGENE V. SORY

It's An Old Idea

De'v;[e E::l;;mhwm guartered in 2 gmall Missen

i i me Lime

_ Have been in the ETO for quite 50 :

Ec:: enjoying the powdered ¢ggs: milk u.unllthmiﬂ::é
not to mention the dehydrated vitaming a

ey h i ituati dear Y ANK,
hev have licked the food situation o, .
wl;;r 1:!|;n'atL we lick the liquor problem by having

small containers of powdered or dehydrated liquor?
1i so, when and why not soon? .

Britain. .
4 "t rate. [lts
[Alcahel, mﬁwﬂ-ﬂﬂh .!MME“ J::' "ﬂl'-"“rdur' e the
boll off mlrr‘.lr.lir into the atmosphere
Hll‘ﬂl‘lf- (] we've ed “"—Ed"'

Without Comment
Dear Yani: =

I am enclosing a letter from the inspired pen of
a vice-president of the Geo. A. Hormel & Co., manu-
factprers of ' Spam.’"

1 pass it on to you without comment.
Pyl WM. A DEBLOIS

Britain.

s HORMELsca
bR
Prt. B, k.
Rl S
B

VANK is published weekly by the enlisied men of the U. 5. Army and is for sale only fo those in the armed services. Siavies, features, pictures and other material
from YANK may be reproduced if they are not restricted by law or military regulations, provided proper credit is piven, release dates are observed and specific prior
fermission has been granted for each item (o be reproduced. Contents reviewed by U. 5. military censors,
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In All Fairness
Dear YANK:

Yaxx's cover for March 1oth (Marauder navigator-
bombardier) drew salvoes of praise from personnel
at this base—from the boys in the back room and
the brass in the front office—but nary a nod for the
;I who clicked the shutter on the Speed-Graphic
that took the pix.

Merely in the interest of fairmess, this will intro-
duce the cameraman whose * light ™ deserves a better
residence than the tiny area beneath a * bushel.'

He is Tech.Sgt. Clement ]. Ginther, former roto-
gravure editor of The Springfield (Mass.} Union-
Republican.

Britain.

Beef and Chili
Dear Yang:

In regard to T/5 F. Egerter's beef (March 17th
Yaxk) on too much chili, all we can say is " TT
{Navy rendition of TS). We'll gladly swap all the
brussels sprouts in the U.K. for ome d bowl,
The cooks prepare them neither religiouzly ner con-
scientiously but we still eat them. .

In the future, when full, sign, seal and deliver all
GI cans to the 1K, and we in tum will reimburse

on with triple the amount in brussel sprouts. Think
1t owver, fellows, we're hungry.

Four hungry sailors,

Sat. 1. G. SWARTS, Ir.

Britain.

Hello, Tex!

MK
DE‘;’II:&E: days there is wvery little room for fine
thoughts and eloguent words; they are long past and
must remain dormant until the actions we pers
now and shortly will insure a place for them in a
progressive and really peaceful world, ‘

1 could not, though, help but write my reactions
when 1 read your article on the landings at Tarawa.
Hello, Tex, 1 see by the latest copy of Yask—

That you were in at Tarawa—It made me think

a lot of things.
Me? I'm over here in the ETO; England

Sounds soft doesn’t it? It's been soft so far—
I remember Joe, Jack, Jim and Tom—at Bataan,

Corregidor and e
All the way up through (assino.

They were gui;d guys, Tex, they still are good guys,
The best in the world. 0 £
I've been reading about the Jap * march of death,

too, lately. e
We knew about it without the newspapers.
Tl;;t's why I wonder what the hell I'm doing here.

BN T o
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Yeah, you can figure out that we've got to finish
our training,

Coordinated action, and the gtufl generals work on,

That's why I'm dropping you this short note, Tex.

It can't be much longer now. Whatever any of us
has to do,

We'll add it all together and make the sons of Nippon

Eat dirt until they bury themselves.

So long for now, Tex—I'll drop you a line in Tokyo
just as h

Spon as we get to Berlin,

Britain.

Lt. RALPH L DORFF

From The Captain To The Sergeant
Dear YawK:

The poem, " The Beautiful Ruins,'' in Yasx's
1zth March British Edition should answer once and
for all the gloating screams of those who find it
amusing, great sport or the * right thing " to change
the geography of the Axis cities, Sgt, Butler has
written the most moving GI verse I have vet seen
in thiz war, If he has any more, and can be coaxed
to send it in, let us hope ¥ank will find plenty of
space for him,

If "lessons” are to be had from serious verse,
then Sgt. Butler's sonnet should help us to appreciate
one fact of primary importance : that having failed
to crush fascism in its beginnings, we must now
perforce strike down innocent and guilty alike.
Britain, Caph. WILLIAM H. DAVIS

~“Telephonists' Tirade

Dear Yani:

We are iwo telephone operators who read with
great interest Pyt Elliot A. Witten's article entitiod
" Phoneyphoning in the ETO" in the March 12
edition of Yank., We wonder if the aforementioned
GI has ever heard that sarcasm is the lowest form
of wit.

When Pvt, Witten recovers from his " hallucina-
tions * we would advise him to go and read the
* Instructions on how to make a call* again, as he
seems to have got his wires crossed somewhere,
difficulties he encoantered are too numerous to men-
tion, but we refuse to believe that any operator
would advise a subscriber that there was " No
Reply * before he had even rung the called number.

wﬁe . a telephone operator is in training she is
taught a number of standard expressions but * Wait
a bit" is not one of them,

We wonder if this GI has ever tried to operate
a ewitchboard; if not, we would advise him to try;
he would find then that he had ample cause to
» Blow his top.” TWO TELEPHOMISTS [READING AREA]

Britain.

French phrases being taught on the

HERE is the third in the series of simple

American Forces MNetwork this week
from 11:50 a.m, to 12 noon Monday through
Friday, April 3 to 7. By this time you should
be able to ask directions * en francais ™' and
find out how the French say, * You cawn't

miss it.""

ENGLISH

| understand.

Do you understand ?
I don't understand.
Speak slowly, please,

Please repeat,

Where is the railroad
station?

Where is a restauran ?

To the right.

Ta the left.

Straight ahead.

What's this?

Cigaraties, please.

¢ Malches, please,
A cup of colfes, please,
A cup of tea, please,
A glass of beer, please.
A botile of wine, please.
Today.

* Tomorrow.
Yosterday.

FRENCH

Je comprends.

Compronoz-vous ?

Jo ne comprands pas.

Parlez lentement, s'il
vous pleit,

Repeatex,s'il vous plait.

Ou ost la gara?

Ou ast un restaurant?

A droite.

A geauche,

Tout droit.

Qu'est-co que coci?

Dez cigarettes, s'il

| wous plait.

Dos  alumsttes, sl
wvous plait.

Uno tasse de cafe, s'il
vous plait,

Une tasse de the, s'il
vous plait.

Un verre de biere, s'il
vous plait.

Une bouteills do vin,
s'il vous plait.

Aujourd’hui.

-Demain.
Hier.




LS. -

[ W TV i P

Left to right {if you can stop locking up and
are Wora Lee, Ellyno Ray, and

down!, thes

Diane Meradith, an M.G.M. rhythm act.
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have been for the past quarter of a century. So

said the Weather Bureau in Washingion, which
reported last week that the winter the folks have just
gone through in the States was " one of the warmest
on  record "—z} degrees above the national
33-5-degree average based on readings for many
Years.

The season was typical of all but four winters the
States have had since 191y, the Bureau said. And
all but two summers since then have been hotter than
the 72.2 average—no one knows why. So, if the
trend keeps up, it ought to be a cinch to get the ETO
dampness out of your bones on the double, once the
troopships start unloading in the Hudson.

The Weather Bureau picked a not-so-hot time to
start talking about mild winters. Driven by a 30-mile-
an-hour wind, a Spring blizzard blew through the
Rockies and turned out to be the worst storm of the
year, Colorado, Wyoming, northern Kansas, and west-
em Nebraska were covered with falls of from eight
inches to two feet of snow. Bad drifis closed roads
and schools in central Wyoming and grounded trans-
continental planes in Denver. The storm clouds had
their silver lining, however, as they brought badly-
needed moisture to the eastern Colorado wheatlands.

As a matter of fact, there were plenty of signs of
winter all through that section of the country. The
Yellowstone River was so choked with ice just below
Miles City, Mont., that a Flying Fortress had to take
off from Rapid City, 5. Dak., with 4,800 pounds of
explosives to break the jam which was backing up
the niver and threatening to flood the Montana com-
munity. The Fort made a bomb run along five miles
of the ice gorge, dropping charges in strings of four
and five, and succeeded in lowering the river's level
below the danger point. Tough mission.

With a warm Spring in view, it was no comfort to
beer drinkers to leamn that, for the first time since
Prohibition, there won't be any bock brewed thisyear,
No time to make the changeover from regular malt
tor the special stuff needed for bock, said the brewers.
And the home folks also became sort of cool toward
the idea of a hot summer when they read an announce-
ment from Washington to the effect that only half of
the nation’s air-conditioned mailroad cars will be air
conditioned this summer. Trouble is that the
chemical which has been used as a cooling gas on
the cars is needed by the armed forces to fight mos-
guitos in malarial countries. It all means that a large
portion of the nation’s rolling stock this summer will
be justabout as comfortable as a cinder-flled mttler
of the nineties.

meﬁs are warming up on the home front, and

rEAKING in Winsconsin—at Oshkosh, Fond du Lac,
s:md Ripon—Wendell Willkie, Republican candi-
date for the Presidential nomination, said that the
only platform on which his party could stand if it
hoped to land a man in the White House next fall muost
include a plank calling for cooperation with other
nations in * scotching * the first indication of future
aggression. [t must also, he said, call for the restonng
of opportunity for individual achievement and an in-
crease in the protection of social advances for those
who do not have the power to lead, Willkie said
President Roosevelt ” will be a fourth-term candi-
date, I am sure.'”" The Republican candidate, he
said, could win by cutting down the great vote usually
cast for Democrats in industrial areas and on the
eastern and western seaboands.

Lieutenant Commander Harold E. Stassen, former
Governor of Minnesota and now Flag Secretary on the
staff of Admiral William IF. Halsey, Jr., commander
of the South Pacific forces, wrote to Secretary of the
Navy Frank Knox to say that he would not try to
get the Republican Presidential nomination but that
he would accept it if it were offered to him, "I do
not seek and will do nothing personally to secure the
nomination,”' he wrote. " If, notwithstanding this
position, I were to be nominated, I would consider
it to be my plain duty to accept and would do so,
requesting inactive duty for a sufficient time to dis-
cuss with the people the issues and problems of the
future. I wish to make it equally clear that T will
make no statement on political issues while on active
duty, that I do not wish any publicity of my activities
in the Navy to be used in a political manner, and that
no one is authorized to make personal commitments
on my behalf."

The Democrats in the House of Representatives
gained their 216th member when the Navy released
Licutenant (jg) George W. Andrews, Jr., elected
from the third district in Alabama to replace
the late Henry B. Steagall. Lieutenant Andrews was
on duty at Pearl Harbor when he was elected and
was recalled to W:tsli:ingtun where he was pliced on
the Nawvy's inactive list. i

m;n{rt?nc:iug a new series of booklets to be called
American Forces in Action, the War Department sajd

“the purpcse will be to tell wounded soldiers what

i i - The

in the battles in which they fell. X
i e result of a visit by General George C.
Jf of Staff, to wounded mcl?lujig
hospitals. In a foreword fo the first nl'mf.?;ﬂ&eml
—one describing Ith;-h li;::zﬁ; ; ‘f;;ﬁﬁmf}:, i
Marshall wrote: ™ In the 8;1hp S
busy doing his jub% H ; dIMSIIt!u]:LhiEE l:.ll 31-.;] ?::L‘::ﬁ:ﬂ;
! aign from a foxhole. i : o
;itgpr:ngmw:l behind the lines he may have ey m't: Illt;:;
opportunity to leamn what place he and his un: ML
in the larger fight"" The sercs, the Gemﬂll'at 5
tinued, wuulﬁ * show these sr.lln‘lh_arﬁ the pa..rt h?yhari
their comrades play in the achievements which €0
honor to the record of the United States hnng}r. £
The WD announced that Ligutenant ﬂliura
George S. Patton, Jr., who commanded the T ::‘n}r
in- Sicily, had been gi;t;inl cunf;lm:tml of * another

2l more specific than that.

M:Ii!:i_.}; H:I:.::’se Miligry Afiairs Committet o]lsayed
legislation which would give commissions to women
pilots. General Henry H., Amold, commander of the
AAF, spoke in favor of the bill as a piece of emerg-
cncy legislation and said there are at pnl:sentl_‘f,_g.?l
WASP pilots but that the Army could use severa
thousand of them. WASPs, he pointed out, are now
only civilian employees of the WD but under the new

happened
project was th !
Marshall, Army Chic

law they would become eligible for Army hospitaliz-
ation, s:;rsabitity payments and other benefits to which
Army officers are entitled. =

The explosive loads being dumped on the Axis
by Allied planes are now averaging Go percent
incendiaries, and in one recent raid on Berlin 98 per-

cent of the entire load was fire bombs, Chemival
Warfare Service reported in Washington, At the
outset of the war, incendiaries accounted for only
5 percent of our bomb loads, the Service. disclosed.
The Army Air Forces Training Command an.
nounced in Fort Worth, Tex., that the requirements
for personnel by the combat air fores are being
s0 adequately filled that it has heen possible to add
nine weeks to the training period for fighter pilots and
five- weeks to the trining of bomber pilots
_All good things must end some time and that time
i5 now fpr 20,000 soldiers in training at Miami erlf
Fla. The sun-tanned Joes were packing up and
prepaning to scramble aboard troop trains bound for
San P.ntpn_lu. Tex., in response to the WD's order that
there will be no more training at the F]c;rida re :‘t
and that 139 hotels now occupied by the Arm LSxil’
iy 1— i '
hot down there 1'.|:.:r surr}irmer,ha:lli}rtv.l:;ea!;rll g et aoct of

BITUARY Section: Myron Selznick :
gl:PﬁlE raft of lnp_ﬂigpt Hollywond stzlu. rsa,gjil:;td ninfrm t
ot h g of o ot Hespital i Call
t;.l;]yl m;ﬂ dﬂlys. Bomn in Pil:ﬁl;ﬁ';]:l 1::': :f];!:l:mm':‘
o :'lz?llm zn;ﬂ:. & SCreen pic::nu{:r. he bng;;h his czlrl{.?
Huphum,cll-lmlr.ﬁsa?rznﬂz?l sﬁ?lients hlL K““‘“"i.‘“:
Muria‘m Hopkins, Wiliiam}rPor;::ﬁ.S’PG;endg?r el
ﬂ:n‘isf,rml Flynn—all in all, quite a4 -:'mss'w?t? o
Th;mmc?f:lsttﬁulnnjlr « « . William Hajp [Ein n{;iil:l.lr.-.
et i "trﬁ times Mayor of Chicagg, rIiE.:i o )
o hat e age of 75 after being in an s ,“
palar 4 ]pl_u:s. Almost as much of 3 sheypc o

Palitician, he was Mayor of the miﬂ-::;;_.[ s
T

city from 1915 to 1923 and was able to claip, credit
1



for the construction of the Michigs i i
much of the town’s 'h::ruiwnrflh;;:;.tl:*:};ln"[ Br{r.lge and
Maurer, twice the Socialist Party's nm:nhin.e(!'j{lm's e
President and three times a member of the Pm Vo
vania House of Representatives, dieq at ];.:E]m'syl_
Pa. Hewas 79. SR
About 30 percent of the ion’ :
have been 1-A’s if they had b::;:umg);irzn“i_iisi G
and treatment for what ails them, Senator R:b}; TF
Wagner, Democrat of New York, said in a 1.':1:11‘“
speech. Calling the rejection rate of men examin rtflliéuu
military service ' a national disgrace with fa.:r-:e hr
ing implications,’" he said it was one of the underlmi: :
reasons for the \Vagner~Murra}r-Dmgell Bill fn
Medical Care now pending before Congress Tl[:r
poor physical condition of large numbers of men i'E
E-;e m tths Sﬁnatar pointed gut, is Tesponsible fal:*
m:n e raft boards are now having to take so

oserH E. Manoy, president of th i i
jCamp at Interlochen, Mich., app:aﬂzt::';né}:i::::lsg
to help break the ban on radio broadeasts by school
bands and orchestras which has been effectivel
established by James C. Petrillo, president of thy-
American Federation of Musicians, who con tends th::i
such petformances cause unemployment among
umion musicians. Maddy told a Senate Interstate
Commerce sub-committee that the ban is only a short
step to where “ no speaker will be permitted to talk
over the air unless he is a member of or has permission
from sorne union, '’

ex-All-America football star
Ann Arbor, Mich, He
and two sisters.

Tommy Harmon,
home

at last in

presents for mom, pop,

Three women fainted and several clerks were
trampled on when 1,500 alarm clocks, the first re-
leased for sale in two years, were placed on the market
in a Loop department store in Chicago. A thousand
customers were tumed away empty-handed.

The Office of Price Administration in Washington

removed all price-control restrictions on chewing to-
bacco as a way to get the only two Amencan firms
producing it to increase their output. In explaining
its decision, the OPA said: “ As the United Nations
troops progress in the occupation of Southwest Pacific
islands, larger supplies are needed for barter and for
actual payment for work done by natives who have
used it as currency in some of the islands for several
generations, During an island campaign, when
hattle lines are fluid, tobacco is considered valuable as
a means of gaining the good will of natives." Works
that way on at least one island in the ETO, too, come
to think of it.

Love In the Smoky City: Joseph Koller and Mrs.
julia Marx, both 81 (that’s right, 81) years old, came
waltzing into the Marriage License Bureau and got
married. The groom’s first wife died in 1939 and the
bride’s second husband died a year later. .

Theee small children of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Driver,
of Georgia, Vi., died in a fire which destroyed their
wooden home. Thg_,r}r‘ were Edmund, 3. .l'!!.nltﬂ-: 2, and
Nancy, 1. Their father was at home at the time the
fire broke out. He smelled smoke and ran to get help.
While he was gone an explosion occurred and the

ilding burst into flames.
“'hu'-’ﬁ’; Tﬂﬂieg body of Fred H. Sheldon, wealthy
luse, was found in the smouldering

By-year-old rec ; i

riins of the old barn in which he hmr?iﬂm? ; Urc':':i"
g d been murdered, accord-

Depot in Erie, Pa. He hﬁurton Lauhb, who leamed

ing to District Attorney

that Sheldon was reputed to have made a habit of

carrying $5,000 or niore in cash : nd in hi
ﬁ‘ hatchet was found near the Szgﬁnfu;}]:wk“tii
isl sk:.g}_lhﬂgi been fractured i
n icago, Dr. Spenm;r Blim
J wias  dued f
i;u.m:{:: by }ohn and Rosella Murphy who cln;m th?u:
Petormed an abdominal operation by mistake on

their 13-month-old son, Timothy. Dr. Blim admitted

the mistake, explaining that on the day ;

] i
ix; was zcheduled to operate on a 4-m::;n:lf§f:il r;'?;}
- T an intestinal obstruction. When he entered the
%::;mtu_;g room, a patient whom he thought was the
stx: _Was on the operating table, covered with white
sterile cloths revealing only the abdomen. Dr Blim
said he went ahead and operated, found no abdominal
gibﬁtmctmn. and immediately sutured the incision,
rs. Murphy said the hospital authorities had ex-
plamed_ to her that the 4-month-old girl had been
placed in the same room with Timothy. The girl had
Ji:]ll_‘heﬂ:l 50 much that, just prior to the operation, she
ad been removed so that she wouldn't bother
Timothy, who was suffering from poeumonia. When
attendants came to get the surgery patient, they found
only Timothy and, thinking he was the girl, took him

down to the operating table.

I L. Ha.nna.t Mayor of Cheyenne, Wyo., was ar-
rested at a meeting of the City Council and charged
with having solicited and accepted a $100 bribe from
NMola West, a night-club operator, for protection.

All_':a well that ends well, so far as Pvt, Hobert .
Morris, 2z years old, of Boulder, Colo., is concerned.,
Wounded during the invasion of Sicily, he was ship-
ped home to the Halloran Hospital on Staten Island,

born 1n fhe 5i
the hard way be:
n't have anylhing todow

in New York Harbor, where Mary Green, the 1o-year-
old sweetheart of his childhood days, came to visit
him daily, supporting herself in a nearby community
by getting a job in a war plant. Last weck, though
still confined to his bed in a ward in the hospital,

Pvt. Morris was adjudged by the medics to be well |

enough to marry Miss Green.  The ceremony was
performe:d by the Rev, C. J. K. Meinert, of Great
Kills, S.1., with Pvt. Charles Blalock, of Carrolton,
Miss., a patient in the bed next to Morris's, acting as
st man,

orTv-s1x druggists were nabbed by the police in

Los Angeles, Calif,, and charged with theillegal sale
of a drug called phenobarbital to draftees who figured
on foxing the induction-center medics in order to keep
out of the Army. Phenobarbital is a sleeping powder
which can legally be sold only to a purchaser with a
doctor's prescrption.  The counties in which this
skullduggery has allegedly been going on are Los
Angeles, Riverside, and San Bernardino.

Taymond Gram Swing won the second annual

§1,000 Alfred I. du Pont Public Service Award as a
radio commentator whose broadcasts have been dis-
tinguished by " aggressive, consistently excellent, and
accurate reporting and interpretation.’”  Stations
WLW of Cincinnati and WMAZ of Macon, Ga., got
similar awards as large and small radio stations,
respectively, which had performed " outstanding
service in promoting American ideals of freedom and
service to the community and nation.’’

Speaking to Joes and Janes who plan to amble
to the altar as soon as they pet back, Dr.
Clifford R, Adams, associate professor of education
and psychology at Pennsylvania College, f‘,“'d they
ought fo beware of © gangplank marriages. Hml;~s

_what he had to say on the subject: Engaged couples

YANK The Army Weekly « APRIL 2

who have been sepamated because of the war should
be positive they still love cach other. A waiting
period of three to six months is advisable for all
couples and a wait of six months to & year is impera-
tive for those who knew each other only a few
months before their engagement. In normal times
engagements are broken for very trivial reasons and
cerfainly an insurmountable physical handicap, per-
sonality maladjustment, or pronounced change in
mental attitude would justify a change of plans. The
termination of an engagement may temporarily hurt
one person but an unhappy marriage would affect
both, as well as the children and other telatives,”

Crime doesn’t pay, not even if yon win, or so
Charles Stewart, 35-year-old teller in a bank in
Boston, Mass,, thinks now. Surreptitiously using
dough which he took from the till, he bet $4,000 on
Whirlaway to win at New Orleans in 1942 and
$17,000 on Count Fleet to win the Kentucky Derby
last year, collecting on both occasions and returning
what he owed to the bank. But the FBI caught up
with his finagling, just the same, and it's T.5. for
Charlie Stewart now.

Dorothy Thompson, the newspaper columnist,
was elected president of Freedom House, succeeding
Herbert Agar, editor of the Louisville (Ky.) Couricr-
Sournal, who is now in the ETO.

The first complete unit to be reassigned to the
States as part of the Army's troop-rotation program
arrived in Fort Benning, Ga. It is the 4znd Troop -~
Carrier Squadron, which has seen twenty months

‘of service in the Aleutians, has been cited twice,

aued is commanded by Major Luther B, Matthews,
34-year-old npative of Center, Tex,, and an AATF
veteran with 8,000 flying hours to his eredit.  The
Sepuadron’s duties in the far north included dropping
paratroopers, transporting supplivs and ammunition,
and evacuating wounded and sick. It also operated
a regular transport service 1,500 miles down the fog-
hound chain of Aleotian Islands.

Dorothy Lamour disclosed in Hollywood that she
had received a letter from a Czechoslovakian soldier
stationed in England. "1 love you wvery much,"
he wrote. I dream about you every night. Please
send me a catton of Amernican cigarcttes.""

In Ely, Nev. (what's happened to Reno?), Ruth
Law Fidler received a divorce on grounds of mental
cruelty from Jimmie Fidler, the movie critic and
reporter of Hollywaood chatter.

Jennifer Jones, the compamtive newcomer to
Hollywood whao has already knocked down an Oscar
for her performance in The Song of Bernadelie, said
she planned to get a divorce from Robert Walker, an
actor. The couple met six years ago when both were
malking their start in one of those little-theater pro-
ductions. Walker said he wouldn®t contest the action
or try to get custody of the couple's two kids,

Charles Vidor, g43-year-old film director, married
Evelyn Keyes, 235, at Beverly Hills, Calif,

You sharpshooters, when you get through with the
business at hand, are going to go home to some plenti-
ful pickings. Ducks Unlimited, a New York organ-
ization which keeps an gye on what gives in the duck
world, said that reports coming in from all parts of
the nation indicated that 3o states had more of the
birds this year than last and only nine had {fewer,
What's more, there were 28 percent more ducks on
the wing last fall than in 1942, They, too, will be
s0 nice to come home to.
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WASHINGTON, D. C. Adm. Halse

Touchdown Club dinner. L. to r.-
man; Pfc. Angele Bertelli,
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Casimir Myslinski, Army center, best lines-
quarterback, cutstanding player of the
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BERMUDA. The second annual Lily Bowl foothall gome between Army and
Mavy had all the big-time trimmings. Here the cheer leaders and mule masters

pose in front of the Army stands at half-time. Also on hand was the traditional
Navy goat. Navy gained revenge for last year's defeat, trouncing Army, 19-0.
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Sgt. Ben Schrall, |1, Sigral Corps PCD, |2and |3, Signal
Corps, Panama Canal Department.
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(:iUﬁ.DALC.ﬁNAL. Hervey Weiss [left) and brother Moe, both Solomons ma-
rines, are presented with medals by Comdr. Gene Tunnoy after winning titles
in the South Pacific boxing tournament. The medals were donated by movie
stars, ond the Weiss brothers got the Betty Grable ond Lana Turner awards
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THIS _EIE!KIHE CHARACTER STUDY of Sgt. Joe Louis was taken at Camp Wheeler, Ga,,
on Jan. 13, the first day of his third year in the Army. Louis told Wheeler Gls that he wanted

{1] a furlough, which he gol; (2} oversens service, which he'll get; {3} onother bout with Conn,

==

Sgt. Joe Louis starts his .
third year in the Army

Last winter Lowis got the assignment he

Like a lot of other Gls, Louis opplied for 5
e wonted most, The WD sent him on o 100.
camp tour with hiz old sparring partner, 1st Sgi.

4. an odditianal family allowaonce in 1943
for his doughier Jocqueline, a flyweight, whe
weighed in at 7'a pounds at birth in Chicoga, Gearge Nichelson and Sgt. Ray (Sugar) Robinsan
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