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and our armed forces, but for foreign millions as well. Farm-
ers worked long hours to do this and thousands of their
children helped them in the fields. YANK photographer Pvt.
George Aarops toured more than B 000 miles of U 5. farm-
lands to get these pictures of spring on the farm in 1945.

This year's spring planting brings American farmers into their
fourth war year with an enviable record. During the past three
years, with hired help at its lowest level in history and new
equipment almost impossible to get, they reached new all-
time highs in the production of feod—not only for America
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w Hogs are the main reason for lowa's tall corn. Much of the products for human use, Distilleries use a lot of corn. In fact, corn to he pre-
,O A state's greal corn ¢rop goes 10 feed stock such as this spotted duced in the field Harold Moffitt is plowing on his rolling 1&0-acre farm in
Poland China sow ond har spring litter on the Clyde Jomeson farm near  Adgir County may some day wind up as bottled-in-bond bourbon. Spotlight

Greanfield. A considerable portion of the crop goes into com meal and other under driver's seat enobles Moffitt to plow at night if his time is short.
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ule | eind on Saturdays, Rear tractor is driven Rehberg does oll the work on his 10,240-acre ranch just aver the rimrocks

cutler, 13, whe works after schoo

hired man whose dresft boord deferred him for general farm work. from Billings. He hos on the old-time cowboy’s trademaork: sheepskin chaps,
by a hire

— i ey : . . —_—— e — =
£ i 3

q g Py 1y ; o Rk B "

s

Albert Weil drives the troctor while his sons spray
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By Sgt. JAMES DUGAN
YANK Staff Correspondent

In the last week of May, 1940, the
;!i?ili?:;]n;_?.xpmitiunary Force was getting Em
of France. On the littered beaches u:t er

etroleum-colored plumes of smoke from their
Euming ordnance, the su!dlurs que:upd-up .::.1_:;; into
the neck-deep water, patiently waiting a:l]:l' {iit:‘;_'lg,é
The Third Division, -:nmmandadmby a :n
Major General named Bernard N untgu:inntﬁré wa:
being taken off. The First Division an sﬁt
Highland were fighting a rrar%ul_?:g E:tlgn };g.;ﬁ;l

i German panzirs.
E:r;l:lmé:‘rgt, cummaué‘t:ing the B.E.F., was ordered
back to London three days h?ftﬂe the end, he
deputized a " less senior officer ' to complete .th“
evacoation, the Commanding G::meral of the Fimst
Division, a calm, blue-eyed Irish Guards officer,
the Hon, Harold R, L, G. Alexander.

The new evacuation officer changed from battle-
dress to a uniform of the style worn in the last war—
a tunic, cavalry britches, an::l a Sam B}-nf.:mi_ His
driver, Sgt. J. A, Wells, whipped up h.|5 ITE}:gnbﬂmth:
until they resembled funhouse m:rm;_ L th
* |pss senior officer " strolled to the 'Mt l'm |?
aua::-hmnlstic kit and sur_ueyeld the patien Iulr?gsﬂt:
soldiers, The men watcgeﬂdh;mm\:‘ﬁlig:ﬁl: f]g] hi:.
| £ stopping to bui . o
;ﬂz:ﬁ];;ﬂurs EP agruiued house, stafi nfﬁc:::dfo;ng
him at breakfast on the last _mnm:n%tsi Al
table with a clean cloth, with 2 p
mirmalade at his elbow,

i behavior in o b o
tmf:-p&dua hem_g Very funny apq ve;,tggmﬁil‘lsns
{II:LmEE back in Engl:u?d laughi P mh_'lt Men
eads aver the cool Irig), officer whe 1. ~S8INg their
them without 50 much ag scuffing 1 ad EVacuated
hﬂg" tti:: ~rar painfully eyvopyeq Ennfsn e
BInNing—soldior unkirk gy,
Alexander, dressed iy Various Em“}' Jronts o,
?5 he steered his unmffied way frmsﬂtrm_ Uniformg,
o Field Marshal ang from deg 10T Gengrs]
Burma he wore shorts. “at to v

: In No Ty, Ty
fined ook shoes: and pants gng rin Amerigas V0%
I;gets Iymg Jacket, [n 14 i SHean fleec,.
The Supreme” buS 20d an Ualian gpepcPherd’s
Preme Allied Cop, ander i 4 L5 belt,
TEnean d:}esses for the part. n the Mediter.
in tpnad chosen the « t
a T in the Britiz) Army ' LD Enacioy
Alexander, at 49, wa nkirl

5 00 dark g

Battalion of Guargﬁm & e

went . ar in

and was wounded t'hri?:::, DI-.:IL; the top 29 M
youngest British battalioy ... C3Me oyt
successively the youngest fiyl] ooy fder,
general, and, af g Olonel, th,

He was an officer with 5 heﬂ uI;EBSt field

variety of successfy] : ical b mh.al-
shown that * pe s'tr[:'LE ;lf;«tun Commang, . * Wide
according to his Superiors. I

Alexander had made much g
which regular aymy Officers .. Peacefy]
known th dedicate +5 Bolf ang ﬁs};n;“mﬁ

| . [friends serving on your all-star team. (Sigoed) ke

strikeg -

the Staff and Imperial Defense Colleges. In pe

time maneuvers he infuriated the umpires B
continuing an action after the cease fire. =
brought my men here for an education,” he said,
" and they're going to get it."

HEN he got back from Dunkirk he helped to
chmnd t%:i famous British battle schools:
Wellington said that Waterloo was won on
Playing fields of Eton, but this contemporary Harrow
boy thought mud and live ammunition were df
pertinent to the year 1940. “ Play up, play up, an&:_:
play the game,” the doctrine of cricket, was B d
effective against the §.5. : =

Field Marshal Alexander is the only top-hierarchy’
British commander who has suffered major d"ﬁ:
and gone on to higher jobs in the field. Many will
argue that this is the test of the complete general.
He demonstrated at Dunkirk and later in B“m;e
that he knows how to organize retreat and how i
keep his army-in-being, He has retained the ‘:ﬁ;
fidence of the tough-minded Prime Minister and
gained the respect of the Americans. His relations
with General Eisenhower are mutually very Wart:
When Alexander's polyglot 15th Army Group ot
the German surrender in Italy, Eisenhower 5
him this note are

" Dear Alex: You and your great r:ﬂlﬂm““d.-“j
the toast of the United Nations. Your brilliant
Success should give even q stupid German the f )
Proof that he is finished. I am happy for you a1
for all our peoples. My very best to you and all Mf =

After the conquest of Sicily, Alexander gave &
frank interview on the GI: ' Were the No.
800d when they first arrived in North Africa? NC:
But they were hetter trained in modern WAEC
than we ‘were in France in 1940. The Amencans = =
very fine fighting troops indeed. There B 5
comparison in Sicily today with the ﬂmenmﬂ:@t
stx. months ago. Th

. least 100 per
better, " el b

ITdI;ere is a saying that war consists of four "’
—Men,

s
Mobilization,  Materiel, ""‘ﬁ
Alexander has demonstrated that he is & ma.stﬂm
manipulator of the * M's,” often when they wﬂ'ﬂ
very small “ m's." In Burma he extricated il
25,000 men of g small British garrison force out. i,
S1800N, over jungles and hills 500 miles t0 ASE -
Without air coyer, supplies or transport. ;
destroyed his small tank force of American W.L

and
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1
{‘ badly. ** He hangs on and fights back very boldly
and bravely, but never too long to get cut off. He's
caused a lot of trouble that way. He makes a very
good recovery and is a very difficult man to keep
off balance." ’
Alexander is thought of as a great strategist, the
classic Greek word for the art of the commander.
However, he is lacking in one branch of military
endeavor—getting publicity. He does not know
when to break a story. He is always too early.
His armies in Italy touched off the three-sided
* European liberation offensive last summer. His
Order of the Day of May 11 said as much. From
East and West, from North and South, blows are
about to fall which will result in the final destruc-
tion of the Nazis and bring freedom once again to
Europe. To us in Italy has been given the hgnor to
strike the first blow." { :
This was virtually forgotten in the excitement of
June 6. Gen, Mark Clark’s men Icaptured Rome two
| days before D-Day. By that time the war corres-
pondents were back in England, waiting in the
invasion ships. The Rome story was a mMEre .Dn;:_
day sensation. Finally the 15th Army Group was the
first to receive the unconditional surrender of the
entire enemy in its theater, That, too, was (_:bscurts]::l
by succeeding acts of surrender—at Luneberg Hea n,
at Rheims, and the last grand autography in tﬂe
Karlhorst Engineering School in ﬁurll_n on Maiyh_.
** The guy should have a beef," said one of his
| sunior U.S. aides. '* He should grow a beard, forget
:I in chine his shoes, and go soak wp some grappo.

—

the Hon. | .
fl::]nwbthis advice. He shined his boots and went
to Belgrade to see Marshal Tito about ﬂ"i: ncc;ga—
tion of Trieste. He is able to speak I?Lli?c?: 1;3:;5‘1412'
‘e pative language. It is much A L n,
E:I]:f::; Alexander learned during a gm:nsnna:ltch in
Constantinople hi.n :_th br.}i(:f (tpl;l; l::h:rmcteristic
' f the future, ha bic
Ilzj:cgs'igﬁi riaemhlr_-s Eisenhower's decision, wll':;l;
doing a dull tour in Panama, to have his apper

: fth his appendix
out. There was nothing wrong :'I have it removed

qcer thought he |
I;: ti:sh:rayﬁ:;gth{:{ it would not kngck hl'mtf-;:!;:.if:;
.ome future busy period.) While m::sﬂ i At
}{ ssian, Colonel Alexander fntund“t:m?_[ Epe
thur T-urics how to dance the Irish jig- I € e%c S
a ;uIdiers' field meet and won the m:ife. B
+he last war he won a cup by doing the m

H. R. L. G. Alexander did not

Alexander saw something,of Russia in 1920, when,
a3 a Livutenant Colonel, he commanded the Baltic
Landwehr, a mixed bag of Letts, Poles, Czarist
Russians and Imperial German Army officers, who
were trying to overthrow the Bolsheviks. Today
the Russians of the Soviet Union are his allies.
Before his final offensive in Italy he flew to Hungary
to see Marshal Tolbukhin, commander of the Third
Ukrainian Army Group, The two marshals attended
a blowout which featured a Red Army choir singing

Tipperary and This is the Army, Mr. Jonres, in

Russian, Doring the evening there was a spot of
toe-dancing by ballerina Klora Rasanova, described
by bug-eyed newspapermen as a *‘ blonde
bombshell.” Rasanova did not have to be imported
for the occasion. She is a buck sergeant in the Red
Army. ;

When Alexander came back from this diplomatic
mission he said, ' Henceforth we shall not be
dealing with cyphers but with people whose
hospitality we have shared, whom we know and
like,” Like his boss, Winston Churchill, the Field
Marshal believes in personal meetings with Allied
chiefs.

During the war Alexander has met such assorted
allies as Burmese guerrillas, Indian leaders, vaniouos
kinds of Americans, a Chinese generalissimo, Greek
partisan leaders, a patriarch of the Greek Orthodox
Church, a: Yuogoslav partisan marshal, Sowviet
marshals, Italian anti-fascists, and the officers and
men of the dozen nationalities who fought under
him in Italy. He was with the Big Three at Yalta,

Diplomacy is not a new experience for British
generals, They have been obliged for several hundred
years to conduct high diplomacy as a corollary to
fighting foreign wars. Alexander is the latest of
a long line of soldier-politicians. The traditions of
npper class British families require the sons to
enter the church, the army, the law and/for
diplomacy. Many of the replacements in each
ruling generation acquire experience at more than
one of these basic professions, This helps to account
for Field DMarshal Montgomery's piety and
Alexander's political sense. The Prime Minister
himself is an example of three traditional virtues of
the ruling families of England—statesmanship,
militarism and letters,

Alexander has a quiet aristocratic manner, which
has caused some Americans to mistake him for a
cold fish, He is capable, however, of very human
reactions. When the Eighth Army linked up with
Eisenhower in Tunisia there was
o a consolidation of command which
=y placed Alexander under Eisen-
hower., Alexander said, “In a
way, I've been demoted, but T will
be most pleased to work under
Gen, Eigenhower. You see, the
Eighth Army has got into Eisen-
hower's battle."" He worked well.
When it was over Eisenhower said
of Alexander's strategy of throw-
ing the main punch from the
northwestern army group instead
of the Eighth Army in the south,
“It was a very subtle deception
and bears the mark of a great
general. '’

Alexander made a deadpan re-
port to his chief in Downing
Street: " Sir, it is my duty to
riport that the Tunisian campaign
is over, All enemy resistance has
ceased. We are the masters of the
North African shores.” Another
dry report was made when the
Eighth Army took Tripoli: " His
Majesty's enemy, with all his im-
pedimenta, has been completely
eliminated from Egypt, Cyrenaica
and Tripolitania.®* :

The Field Marshal has a tem-
per  which occasionally  ruffles
the smooth diplomatic surface,
During the Anzio beachhead days
he called in the war correspondents
and ate them out for spreading
defeatist impressions of the battle
and allegedly comparing it with
Dunkitk. When they challenged
him he could not cite scripture and
text, “ Face reality,” he cred,
banging on the table, * We have
pulled off much tougher jobs than
this, We have not lost a battie
since El Alamein, and we will
certainly not lose here.” Both
gides cooled off and the afair
"8 was settled amicably by placing
the blame on editors at home

YANK The Army

~ In Morth Africa he wore dusty Gl shoes and paﬁu
and an American fleece-lined flying jacket.

rather than the beachhead press camp.

Alexander is the third son of the fourth Earl of
Caledon, a northern Irish title. He was educated
at Harrow, where he is remembered by the old boys
as a ' googlie " bowler at cricket. In 1931 he
married Lady Margaret Diana Bingham, daughter
of the fourth Earl of Lucan, in the Guards chapel
at Wellington barracks, the chapel which was
destroyed by a flying bomb last year, The wedding
announcement in The Times said, ' There was no
reception owing to the present situaticn.” " The
present situation ' was the bottom of the depression
in England, which lad discreet aristocrats to cancel
big parties.

Lady Margaret formerly ran a hat shop in May-
fair. They have three children, who live with their
mather on the edge of Windsor Park in a house
which was once a Royal shooting box. Alexinder
writes faithfully to his family from the field. He
sends the children GI-type souvenirs, such as a
piece of lava from the eruption of Vesuvius which
took place during the Gustav Line campaign. On
one of the bitter days of retreat in the Burma hills
he wrote to his wife, " The scenery out here i
marvelous. When the war is over we really must
take a house here.'' When he is home on furlough
he keeps out of sight with his family, venturing
out only on such non-diplomatic missions as taking
five-year-old Brian riding on the handlebars of 5
bile.

ERE i5 a story of Alexander's salad days which
T:‘.{umishes a clue to his success as a general. Ay,
ander and a pal came into London to paint the towy
and found upen arriving that they had only one pajr
of patent leather shoes between them, The future
field marshal wore them in the cab on the way 1,
the restaurant, entered and took the shoes off and
zent them out to his friend, The friend entered th{-
restaurant. After dinner the tandem shoe s}si; 5
was used to get them in and out of a theater -H'll
later a .rlight I.‘:h}h. This readiness to imprnﬂge \:I‘;ﬂ
insufficient equipment helped him luter when lj-.h
waa;{dez::hl}g with mun,ttaulllks and gunz. * Mend .m,;
make do,'" a motto of the ho ls :
the Field Marshal, i Sk =eyed

In Italy he did not have enough tros
full pressure on the enemy. .-!LE the Jﬂdtszmp
Italian campaign Churchill said the 15th A =
Group had trinmphed over *' a superior Tamhb i il
enemy divisions.” The 15th AG was the ol
international of Allied armies, including 4y, ~I,nﬂ5t
English, New Zealanders, Canadiang Lrg';ifﬂ
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about to attack When he was

appealed to Itali : *
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tman lines tn :
HQ and decorated, ang then rv.’cu.rr:{-!:‘I:m;:ll:h:i.i‘;fr
parEe, K any soldier of the ji afte !
ing a medal, LT receiv-

had told them « Together We Wi pfter Alexander
battle."’

Ea:]np;ahi.!li‘{.y iF; a virtoe ip
Alexander blends into a st s T :
of a sniper imitating 5 l"ﬂ_‘tu“‘tﬂllj'lenh the skill
for not being seen,

He has a good rec In January,
1943, he said Germ i inisia would
end on May 15, The Germans surrendered uncon.
ditionally on May .3 g, 1944 he said the war
would end in 'ys, although other senior officers said
it would be over in “44. Early in 1943 he poah-
poohed the current th “ory that Hitler would invade
Spain, Turkey and Persia_. He doesn't have the
forces,” said Alexander, When reporters asked him
for a prediction, he said, "I don't guess, 1
calculate.! He summed up the situation at Cassing
by saying, " All roads lead g Rome, but all roads
are mined."’

His record as a soldier-diplomat set off a small
newspaper boom to have him named head of the
Allied Control Commission in Germany, The British
press boomed him for Supreme Allied Commander
in the west before Eisenhower was designated, and
it thumped for him as all-over field commander in
France a little later. Lately, 1ile papers have
suggested that he was going to run for Parliament,
Ohme sheet said he was joining the Labor Party.
Unlike Alexander, newspapers often puess, It iz a
EAme newspaper columnists and thinkers play, like
reporters play poker,

The man who saved the day in Burma in 1o4z
might have a certain usefulness in the war against
Japan.

If martial tradition is followed, Alexander and
Montgomery will be awarded pecrages, They will
automatically be in the House of Lords and will
not have to be elected

to anything. Ac peers they
wonld be ineligible to st in the Honne of Commaons,

If they selected their titles afier dan :maginatiw

adition they might become Lor Alexander of
.ti'runl:|2md Huﬁ[’““ and Lord Mﬁﬂtgnmer}r ﬂf_ Alatmein
and Luneberg Heath., A bandsome separation bonys
gors with the title. The Duke of Wellington ot
two million dollars after the lr:’*-‘-ﬂ!nsu]ar campaign.
and another $800,000 ajter "'r'l'alf'rltm_

Alexander i r:~|:kci!|=:cll-r¢ modest man, He is not
mock modest, He said, *" I tm:.;e a sneaking feeling
that, when the history af this war comes to pe
written, the Ttalian campaign -._-.t:II be JTI.(]EEI'EI] 45 ong
of the most successful and h'_]u’-i“t f_ﬁilgh;.. Hesd
: i ounger days he des -:'msmhg the E]E'_Jl.sh
Fiiiin:rﬁ :.rlth a literary friend, ‘-’If'hf-' ‘hudtl'w'r.ll%rh s:‘mj..
i Tell me, Alex—you're really very inte gont,
aren’t you?'

o I u!rrln.” sajd L. Alexander,
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MOP-UP ON
MALINTA

The battle for Corregidor was
won by the 503rd Para-
troopers and the 34th
infantry, 24th Division. Com-
pany L, with two tanks, I?d
the advance on Malinta Hill.
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By Plc. DEBS MYERS
YANK Staff Correspendent

RENCHIE Was coming home, He had left, in the
nick -of time, six years before. He had gone
3 across the border to Spain only a few hours
ahead of some men with black slouch hats pulled

low over their foreheads. These men had the kind of

bulge in their coat pockets that is caused by a bag

of peppermint or an automatic—and peppermint was

scarce in France in those days.

These men had asked politely

-eemed disappointed that they had missed him. He

was, it seemed, wanted fora discussion about politics.

' Frenchie was an anti-Fascist and had been an officer
surrendered to

in the French army which had been
the Germans by Marshal Petain. The men in the
black hats did not seem 10 think it was compatible
for a man to be an officer and an anti-Fascist. !

Now the long convoy rolled across the Aflantic
carrying Frenchie back home. It was night, and the
waves slapped against the s gides of the hold
where Frenchie was telling a group ©
about women and war, about political prnsons and
about cockroaches i
Frenchie was coming
American Army. The in
A fellow like Frenchie cught
telephone numbers. ! :

Some men in the cOrmer were singing, _aud Frenchie
talked above the noise. *“There can't be such a@
thing as a good :‘D?imist.“ he said, ‘'any more than
there can be a cancer.”’ '

A B:znu:g]il:l‘:;'g rifleman from Tennesset asked

man an anp—

g I i made 2
Frenchie if not liking Hl;lli!:; e a8 Ead_ T

Fascist. Frenchie told S
“4Well,* said the rifleman. who was 19. ever s
I was a kid I always had Kinda of an urge t0 pat my
behind at that fellow Hitler.”' ] A7
The men in the corner Werg serenading a-'-wgﬁ::é
v+ Good night, dear sergeant,’”’ they Effm%h ‘fﬂmmn
to leave you now, you son of a bitch- ﬂf n .
from Tennessee told thu:l; to 5h£;0 1:19 ?:ith t;ﬁ;ﬂﬂﬂ i
Frenchie had been pU in p ' e s b 008
et oy iy s tl'1‘“:'!1""}:”‘:'I-]3f‘;"lEcrﬁli:"lg:l"‘: j“:giﬂfa;Tﬁ:ngh: ;:Illﬂu:w -ahéuut-ﬁnmﬁ_ natives in the  Frenchie read th
opain and whes i Epﬂkt U Pnu'hlen:'lber every on a shoot of bamboo N-m tying him, can down, the left-hand t.._-.H P?Pe]fpﬂlﬂud to hiz friends, At
softly, like & mas, 50 it back, & few months A e s e e L b L B e o
datant o b st he men in his cell  there, and the bamboo is erowi ellow is still tied the late President : :Fi right was a picture of
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raise . E T . i G h ¥ Vears a E " 5 b I ir e o tha
re to iz L e i U 5 o (a1 woud go 0 2 movic In Pais atmics that ske by land. " The caption wnder
St e EEGNE o e R e
B i i we just cried.” . r democrat who died too g merican
ey dly," Frenchie St I : ; et . .
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her » close . to France as an i“terprctc‘:“ &: He was coming forcement depot. Fr:m““hihf of tl]:::; e
; zaid he spoke five shoulders were back, his :h:';sw:;lﬁlt;agh:m His
: out, he almost
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e O ropped against 21
slept sitting Up sali,:id_PEEﬁ;nchie. *that betng = languages—French, Russi
ch, Russian, Spanish, English pranced as he walked

ahout Frenchie and

gaietly & "' \We watched with gre

gl.‘lﬂ.l‘d told us, of 0s. '
e better comrades : ti- and GI. Hew i
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By Sgt. MACK MORRISS
yANK Staff Correspondent

France—The story Si.a.l'_ls ?.!mut here
February 15, 1944, 0 Tunisia, U.5. and
Allied Forces are fighting defensively isiot
twn  Gorman  columns. which  hate  bBrofen
tHivpgh Aupgrican ar_ffﬂr?rj- positions et of ®
Enig Puss in a 2o-mile theist which imperis
tiie American anchor at Gafsa, to the south_
The 2id Battalion had fen men on ag Sicicst
and the highest rank i1 the bunch was'a pfe. The
ten men sat on the high ground and watched o
tank battle below them. It was one tank battle
that the Americans lost—"" Damn right we R

cMn, Lucky STRIKE, S57. ViLERY gy CAtx,

that one."’
For some reason the lllnitPUEi had no COMMmiunijca-

tions with the battalion. They didn’t have anything
but twn fve-gallon cans of water and a Brawing
There was Do way 1o get through to the
t by direct contact, and there wae
no way to establish direct contact, Nobody gave
them ihe order to fall back, so nobody fell back.

Then two radip men came up and said that the
battalion had moved. They said that the battalion
had moved over to the other end of the line. They
said they never had 4 peep out of the battalion,
i riadie eoptact at all. ;

“[f pourse, those radio guys might have been
took their word for it."
Marshal Erivne Rontecel, using
telopan fank fighters and fis heaviest armor,
smashed - fhe o American  counter-aliaeh - and
made an 1 S-nife Hheust i contral Tunisia, an
n':n!'r';.r.r.:r{- “.lr 15 mles R {hekie f?'ti_'l's. The 18-~mile
gain came afley @ check frome g Awerican
cortter gbtaeh weir Suli Bow Zid. . .

About noon that day the outpost found that the

anxiety,
hattalion excep

:iJL'r:pinH; bt wir
Fobryary 1,
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certain, Led by the plc.,

ttalion had moved, for ’
S the hills behind them,

the ten men started back for
and in the hills they ran across 24 other GIs and
two lieutenants who said they'd been caught in a
crossfire and had to get out. They began their

retreat together now, 34 GIs and two officers, and

it was night. }

They retreated for eight hours and then they came
to a ravine and some of the men were so exhausted
that they said they couldn’t go any further until
they had a rest. So they stopped. Some of them
started to dig in and some of them just went to
sleep on top of the ground and the hell with it.

This was just before dawn on Wednesday morning,

February 17, 1043 Fapls

Pvt, James McGuire, of Company E,” 168
Infantry, 34th Division, was part of the 1o-min
outpost. McGuire had been in combat anr.t!y 15
days. He had been in the Army exactly six |'nr:_mth§.
He had, officially, fired exactly ten rounds in his
basic weapon, M-1. He had never fired an aum_-d
shot at a German soldier.

" It was getting light and all of 2 sudden there
Wele some shots. Nobody got hurt. Somcbﬂr‘{j’
yelled down that we were surrounded and that we d
better give up or they'd kill us all. The leutenant
said we were spreounded. I don't know whclﬂ'lﬂi'
We were or not, I'm just a buck privaie. Fhe
IllL‘.u.h:"a"t said we'd surr nder. -

I was so tired and hungry I didn

way, they said they'd kill us if we didn't, and
they could have done it, too, They told us to come
up where they were, I didn't care any more. 1
didn’t think anything, either. 1 didn't think one
Way or the other about being a prisoner. I was
Just too fired. "

i-jij.l;;l} HM:{'{.H'“’I"“ is a stocky kid from Tacoma, Wash.
o -[h.l. .'L! m'.k,lhln_r:q‘! hair and greyish eyes and even
telh with thin rime o gold an a couple of them.
He enunciates words very carefully and his accent

"t care. Any-

is clipped so that ungj
a word or fwo now H.I'I.I."]}ftl:-;]
oo, sahand e weat oy High Shad
o -} t out h { for a
grocery COMPAny ang i oot De worke
bl S i gn i E
Fight affec bearl Hachor g egeq oy o0f snigiais
e i ]lfl'l fisiies irnimﬂc‘mwn I:.r_-g.:l:wSe he isl
i, 1942. AL soon ga -? ¢ Army on AUELS
F”ﬁ'““gﬁ: was finished, }:'1_1 ﬂ::“ :ﬁn—w-;uks:r judm:g;lm
where there was a e o Saehicdo e
so6th was there then SR o paratroops, The
** They told me thay
your blood pressure w.

Bet used to ji you ML
L. He was 22 years o

aﬁiilru-ur tyes were 30-20 and
needed Tellows in the pae . B0t you were in, They
tell me that if you wore cojorqhe, then.. They didn |
slpnive pullid gudia apd 3p by e e i
¥E ten he and somg ‘]ﬂzr_-r ACOA m'. i
:-:'Tu {!J'T::T{I]p- ;ﬁ't.h“m—' On 'jl'-tﬂl'.u.:r J ]'.;]eﬁ][_::le ?I't:{flyi:nr
TERSISEERE: Whe Uneon, K, -f:F'E::.r.I'; L;’.'};“DZL;W:IH-



ber 10 he sailed for Africa as part of a replacement
company. Eleven days later they hit Algiers, and
McGuire was handed over to the 34th; his outfit
at the time was guarding an airfield 16 kilometers
from Tebessa. .

" We used to go out on patrols, looking for
German paratroopers, and I got some target practice,
Used to shoot trees and cans and paper and little
white rocks and things, We never did sec any para-
troopers, but, except for ten rounds they gave us
in England that was about all the shooting I ever
did. I shot at some Arabs one time later, but 1
wasn't trying to hit them. We had orders not to
allow Arabs around our lines.

month of guard duty and
t went into the line.

AF‘rr—:n little more than a
the first day some

patral work, Jim and hislout]ﬁ
were in su rt, ancd o1 :
}:ﬁ; tan]-:sulhaﬁfﬁn the assault battalion tkmckka:}
them, but the American tanks came up and bnoc_ne
them out. ]im could see the Jerry ;nnhs e{?rglirfé
Jim's squad went put on patrol an 5t:;j,rh Pl
days, but not much happened, except that he

3 ; . i isia-
how hard it is to dig a foxhole mm.I-'.;néouldn't ooy

“ 1 got down to six inches
deeper."’
They were pulled leang:
6, this time to . .
E;Lt:lr?”x Tfuzy l;ulleﬂ in at Ifar}s r:um;:s.a;n?;u?
pl . low and with DCgE : :
Ehalfgrzgaty:“ai: away. Things started happemng
ickly, From the erim; =
Ir:ﬂ?iaﬁumacl};ineguns flung fire atdtr::;n‘;ulg;; “'i'ehe
inned down and stayed pinned down e b
!];attalion commander was hit in the wrist DY

1011, f
fragmentah . breakdown:"

d then moved up again
Ba Bou Zid, a '’ quiet

i nervou z .
ngclgcldﬂacar was hit and It b“f:lf;l;e ?gﬂef:: ;“:;

: 5 : .
or three kitchen tmcm'm{:ni'n ;?5 life, Jim he d

killed. For the first ti

i ’-J_.
a German camp

Orse t_hi-l-ll
ﬂfetl me ?]':hﬂ-t “|ght

x head. riillery- to
artillery LII}-’HH ST, ﬂmenm;l ;1 again next faiere

o " dvanc £ -
an}'th::}?t pulled h.;u:k,: s i“; 2y
ih_u ot & Puﬂ}ﬂl: who outfit kept MOV g oo,
o ﬂ%{hdmw"' EDl‘thT r&furmt-:d jts seod

; hattalor I oo
: tn have gix weeks training

in-un-:d Gis who fled from

b ¢ shooting
gergeant and ther
"2y a conple of
d brought back
hit in the face,

and the sergeant was cut right across the chest.
Must have been burp guns. Later we came back
with a couple of jeeps mounting 505 and brought in
the bodies. It was pretty bright then.

“ But a little while after that my buddy and I
went out and it was so dark that we had to hold
onto each other to keep contact.”™

Just after that came the end of combat for Jim.
When he and the rest of the outpost began their
retreat, they were supposed to have been surrounded
for three days. The odds, they heard, were ten-to-
one. After dawn on Wednesday momning it didn't
make any difference.

“* It was Rommel's Panzer outfit, I guess. They
made us come up to where they were and then they
started going over us, looking for watches and things.
They took GI watches and personal watches and
‘t]‘ll:}"rd have got mine except that T had it in my
pocket instead of on my wrist. I bought that watch
in England; still got it, too.

* They weren't supposed to take personal
watches, but they did. It was funny, though; if
there was an officer around and he saw one of his
men taking personal stuff off us he'd make him give
it back. I saw one Jerry take a man's little pocket
MiTTor.

“ Some of our boys were pretty far gone for water,
and the Jerries gave them just about all the water
they had. We were all right, though, because we'd
had those two cans with us on the outpost. I never
had seen a live German up close before, but I
certainly wasn't scared of those people. They looked
just like anybody else, At least, they didn’t look
like supermen; but 1 already knew that, because I'd
seen a few dead ones.”

The first z4 hours Jim spent as a prisoner were
spent walking. All of them were hunting for food
and water long before they reached the end of the
march to Sfax, and for the first time Jim heard a
German expression that he was to hear time and

o #“"'-merlr l'ull' Yank smokes at 35th Division Htldqllirlﬁﬂ

again during the next 26 months:

" ¢ Just three more kilometers,’ they told us.
* Three more kilometers and there will be hot food
and a warm bed." T don’t know why they always
said, * Just three more kilometers.” It never was."

From Sfax Jim went by truck to Tunis, where
he and the rest were held abont two weeks,

* We had enough food to just sample it."

Then he was flown to Naples,

1t was in Naples that things began to get critical.

“ They took our money away from us, what they
hadn't taken before. We were supposed to get
receipts, but, of course, we never saw any receipts.

** The food situation was really rough. At night
1'd dream about being home before a stove, cooking.
We all dreamed about food. You'd see boys digging
around in the garbage looking for cans with a little
food left nside.

v They gave 08 some Red Cross parcels, but the
trouble Was they were British parcels and the food

YANK The

had to be cooked. That would have been fine, by
the Jerries wouldn't let us have fires, '

* There was never enough food and the guys
started stealing parcels from each other. T had a
parcel, and half of it was stolen out from under my
head while I was sleeping. Another boy tied a rope
around his parcel and looped the other end
around his neck and went to bed with the parcel

as a pillew. That night somebody stole the parcel
m'f:ih _r::msl: choked him to death trying to get away
with it

** I guess a hungry man just hasn' ;

ncialcs. gry 1 n't got very many
L

I-_r was a four-day trip from Naples to Stalag 7-A

in Germany and the weather was bitterly cold.
When Jim was captured he was wearing no under-
wear, 50 his clothing consisted only of ODs and a
field jacket, Thirty-six men to a boxcar never
generated enough body heat to keep them warm.

At 7-A they were deloused, registered with the
International Red Cross, finger-printed and photo-
graphed. They were also issued clothing.

* They gave us whatever clothes we needed.
Overcoats, hats, and what-not. I drew a French
overcoat. Some of the boys got Polish pants. It
was all confiscated stuff. They also gave us shoes
wooden-soled German shoes, We took them b;_-n:ausé
we wanted to save our own, and wooden ones were
good for running to the latrine or some place,”

At 7-A, too, the first kownrando was selected,
This is the German term for working party, and
working parties for PWs were compulsory.

"* They sure used a funny system for getting guys
on that first one,”” Jim recalled. " Some officer
told us to take off our hats, We did. Then he went
down the line and picked out all blond guys for
kommando. Don't ask me why."'

From 7-A they were moved to another Stalap—
5-B—at Villingen, southwest of Stuttgart. Although
they were supposed to be there for only a short time,
malaria broke ont and Jim and his group were
quarantined for five or six weeks.

Finally, about 300 men were taken out on
kommando to FEroedrchshafen on Lake Constance,
The job was construction.

" We never did know for certain what we were
building, but we thought it was some kind of water
works, There were a lot of pipes from the lake.
There was a lot of sabolage there, too. Guys wounld
crack pipes and leave tools and things inside them
so they'd clog up.

“We fouled off plenty. We had a feldwebel
guarding us and he was pretty strict about the
Geneva Convention rules, so every time it rained
we'd start yelling to come in and he'd take us in,
After a little while all the other workerss—slave
laborers—would start coming in, too. Finally, even
the German workers stopped work every time it
sprinkled.

A contractor guy named Herr Funk refused to
renew his contract becanse he said he never would
get the job finished if we stayed there. We didn't
get paid for the last month, either, but nobody
worried about it, because the pay was2 in marks."

Jim was on the Friedrichshafen kommrande three
months, He lived in barracks housing about 300
people, sleeping in double-decker bunks placed so
closely together he colldn’t walk between them.

“ I met lice for the first time there, too,”

When he first arrived, there was one latrine for
3’[]‘1 T,

" The boys got the GIs, and you'd get up in the
middle of the night and have to sweat out a line
a block long.™

Jim went back to Stalag 2-B, was there for two
days, and was picked for another kommande, this
time on a farm in Pomerania a few miles from: the
Baltic Sea, He was there for 18 months,

** It was a good-sized farm, with wheat and barloy
and flax; but rye and potatoes were the main crops.
There were ten of us Gls in the beginning, with 14
Frenchmen and 18 civilians. We did regular farm
work, shocked grain and that kind of ,Stu'ﬂ'

' For the first three months we lived ina barn,
with cows. Then some officer came up and saw how
wi were living and made the owner give us better
quarters. So we moved into a place where we had
three rooms and & stove. 1t was a pretty good deal ™

The working hours on the farm changed with the
sgasons. Jim and the others spent ten houts a day
in the felds in shmmer, pine hours for two months
as the days grew shorter, eight hours during another
two months, and, finally, for one manth, seven
hours. Then they'd come back to their quarters
and hit the sack. .

‘i Ag soon as we'd eaten we'd usually gy right
to bed. We were too tired to do anything pleg -

But every hour could not be spent L‘-‘ﬂiné ok
sieeping or working. There was a time during which
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