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By Sgt. BIiLL DAYIDSON
Yank Staff Correspondent

laden with history, came this afternoon at

1451 hours when we crossed the Belgian-
GGerman border in strength, It was a quiet, business-
like moment, with the fankmen rushing over
the rolling asphalt highway in their tanks just the
same as they had done for the last jo0 miles, and
the pilots in the P-475 roaring over the column just as
they had done since 5t. Lo. There was no customs
barrier, because the Germans had long since moved
their official frontier with Belgivm back beyond
Eupen and Malmedy. But we knew it was Germany,
and there were white flags on the houses.

The Belgian phase of the campaign in the west
was over. 1t had taken little more than ten days.
As we crossed the booder, two strange-looking people
went along with us as an official part of our Corps
Headquarters. These two men symbolized one of
the principal reasons for our whirlwind advance
through the congested little country, where the Ger-
mans guite conceivably could have delayed us for
months in the thick woods and endless induostrial
areas. One of the two men wore an American officer’s
pniform with the shoulder insignia of a captain in
the regular Belgian army. The other was a tough-
looldng, twenty-three-year-old dressed like an or-
dinary GI. On his right sleeve he wore a red, yellow
and blue armband (the Belgian national colors)
inscribed with the letters * AB."

Both of these men belonged to the dreaded, re-
markably effective drmee Blanche, or White Army,

Nr_m Roercey, GErMany—The great moment,
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THE BELGIANS HEARD THE MEWS OVER THE DRUSSELS RADIO, AND WERE DM HAND TO
_WELCOME THE YAMKS AS THEY CROSSED OVER THE FRENCH-BELGIAN BORDER. THEY LISTENED
TO THEIR INSTRUCTIONS AND QUIETLY WENT INTO ACTION ALOMNGSIDE THEIR ALLIES.

The Belgian Forces of the Interior—the dreaded Armee Blanche—
had terrorized the Germans for years. Now, the men who had
never accepted surrender, the hard core of the Belgian Army,
simply took up where they had left off in 1940, and went fo

work with the American troops—driving the

otherwise known as the Belgian Forces of the In-
terior, the Belgian Maquis, the Belgian patriots—
and, to the Germans, the Belgian terrorists,

I saw the French Forces of the Interior operate in
Brittany and Paris. But neither T nor anyone in the
Corps came across anything to match the military
effectiveness of the Armee Blanche. They captured
whole areas in our path without requesting any
assistance from us, and fanned out behind our spear-
heads to perform the normal mopping-up functions
of infantry. Thus our general was able to commit
all his division to the mpidly moving spearhends,
The Armes Blanche was also charged by the general
with stopping the How of remnants of the German
Seventh and Fifteenth armies back to Germany
They performed this fask with consummate skill
Our G-z captured a document issued by the German
high command to the escaping clements. * Go 1o
the Schwarzwald via the Ardennes Forest and the
farming areas around Dinant,”’ the document said
“Do not in any circumstances Zo through the jn:
dustrial arca of Liége. That would mean certain
death at the hands of the Belgan terrorisgs, '

Germans eastward.

The German prisoners I saw were frightened to
death of the Armes Blanche—and apparently had
been for years. In France, very often the FET was
an armed mob of eager fanatically patriotic young-
sters who suffered heavy casualties because of lack
of military training. That was because almost the
entire French army, two million strong, was in the
Prison camps of Germany,

IN Belgium it was different. The little army had
fever accepted surrender in 1940, and most of the
regulars had escaped. The officers and men drifted
back nto the Armee Blanche, so that the Belgian
I'r'li!.I:[Ur!Ei throughout had a hard core of solid military
expenience.  Units of the regular army were in the
rf!nncu Blanche almost intact, When we entered
Charleroi, I met a young licutenant, Andre Cornet,
who had fought at Liége and on the Albert Canal in
1940, He still wore the insignia of his old regiment,
the Second Chasseurs, and he still commanded his
old pint?ml. He even had the same motoreycle dis-
patch rider.  The only difference was that the
dispatch rider now rode a German motorcycle, and




of tan uniform dropped to them by
the British. They commandeered every
car and bicycle on the streets. A dozen
Armee Blanche arsenals wers opened for
the first time, and the Belgians poured into
all parts of the city armed with Sten guns,
Schmeissers, and Mausers,

The Germans and Rexists (the Belgian
Nazis) barricaded themselves in  their
buildings and made ready to pull out the
next day. On Sunday moming, a big
German demolition party fought its way
down to the river to destroy the city's
three bridges.

The Armec Blanche had been told that
the bridges were the gateway to Germany
itself and that at least one of them must
be preserved.  The Maquis set up defenses
around the most important bridge right
on the main road in the center of the city,
The Germans blew up the other two
bridges. Then they made for the third.
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the Armee Rlanche men, cleverly entrenched in build-
ings and behind parapets. Five times that MOrning
the Germans tried to get through to the bridge and
five times they were thrown back, Finally, the des-

_perate Germans brought up tanks, The Maguis were
prepared for that, too. Armes Blanche men, armed

with captured German bazookas, opened fire. The
tanks pulled back. The shattered livn.-ck of one of
them still stands where it was hit, and the people of
the city are talking about making it a permanent
monument to the many dead heroes of what they
call * The Battle of the Bridge.”

After the bridge, the Germans reformed and fell
back to a big slaughterhouse near the center of town.
The Armee Blanche ringed the slaughterhouse, and
the people watching the battle made loud jokes about
the great quantities of German blood now mingling
with the pigs’ blood on the floors of the abbatoir,
After the slaughterhouse, the Germans fell back
to the woods north of the city, where other
Armee Blanche men neatly caught them from the
rear.

But they never got there, When our Third Armored Division entered
They were met by a withering fire from  Charleroi on Tuesday, the Armes Blanche presented

THIS TOUGH 13-YEAR-OLD BELONGED TO THE HIGHLY EFFECTIVE
ARMEE BLANCHE, WAS INVALUABLE HELF TO OUE ADVAMNCE.

AN AMERICAN ARMORED CAR, ADVANCING ACROSS
BELGIUM, PASSES A BARN SET AFRE BY A OERMAM SHILL.
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had since been promoted from corporal to sergeant
by the Belgian government in London.

* The French did a beautiful job of helping us,"'
said Major Sidney Brodie, of Des Moines, Ia., one
of the Corps’ G-3s, " but this is like watching semi-
pro baseball after a long dose of the sandlots.™

The Assistant G-z, Lt. Col. David Goodwin, of
Lookout Mountain, Tenn., continues to be amazed
every day. * Their uniformity and military discip-
line is good,”” he says, "and they even use radio
communications between units. They only have
small arms, but we can let them handle Gemns
armed with anything less than tanks and artillery.
In the old days, when our intelligence reported fifty
Germans in a bam, we used to send mechanized
cavalry to wipe them out. Now I just call the captain
on the phone, and he assigns a unit of the Armes
Bianche to do the job."" ;

The taking of Charleroi was typical of huwl the
Armee Blanche operated thmughc::ut rB:r]_gium_
Charleroi is a large, spread-out industrial city ringed
by factories and booms and huge fountains of gray
slag from its many coal mines. Its strectcars and
miners and colorful shabbiness remind you immedi-
ately of Scranten, Pa. Charleroi was an important
German headquarters town and supply center.

Omn Saturday, 2 September, the Brussels radio sm]-_
denlyannounced : *“The Americans have taken P{:uaﬁ
in France and are advancing on Tournai in Belgium.
That was the signal. As if by magic, the city erupted
into action. The radio at Chatelinean, which had
been closed since the Germans came in 1940, mysteri-
ously came to life and began to issue instructions.
The streets became filled with Armee Blanche
men wearing a sort of sackcloth parachutist type



us with the bridge and the city, plus several thou-
sand tons of undestroyed German equipment. A
touching sidelight of the presentation was that the
body of an American sergeant was found lying in
state covered with flowers in the center of the city
when we arrived. He had fought and died with
the Armiee Blanche. How he got there and what
he had done to earm a probably posthumous decora-
tion and the gratitude of several hundred thoosand
people cannot be revealed nmow,

The Armee Blanche performed other valuable ser-
vices. They directed military traffic where we
didu't have enough MPs, and they provided us with
invaluable intelligence from the time we entered
their country. As we approached the borders of
Germany, Lt. Edward Stolenwerck, of New York
City, pushed out with a reconnaissance party far
ahead of the nearest armored column. They ran
into no Germans, but after a while Stolenwerck, a
tall, good-looking ex-Princeton man, realized that
an even more serious thing had happened. They
were nearly out of gas. And the nearest depot was
a huondred miles back.

Suddenly, an Armee Blanche sergeant popped
out of the bushes, saluted, and asked Stolenwerck
if he could do anything. “ Sore,” said the lieoten-
ant half-jokingly, “ bring me about fifty gallons of
gasoline.” Then he went back to thinking moodily
about the Germans closing in at nightfall,

About an hour later, a swaybacked old horse
came clanking down the road lugging a rickety
farm cart. On the cart was a load of hay, sur-
mounted by a seedy-looking old Belgian peasant.
The Belgian was abont sixty, with gray hair and a
maottled red face. He needed a shave badly, and he
had a dirty scarfi wrapped around his neck. The
cart was groaning, and the shafts nearly lifted the
horse off the ground.

The Belgian came up and saluted. Then he
stared to pull the hay off the cart. Under the hay
were four hoge drums containing no less than four
hundred litres of gasoline. The old Belgian Macuis,
a veteran Of the last war, had slipped past the
machineguns and fifty guards of a nearby German

gasoline depot. " And if you need more,’" he said
gmﬁrj_}’- “it can be arranged.” v

x another occasion, an armored division task force
0wns pushing toward the border under intense
which they couldn't spot.  Again the

., fire
gopr aguis came along the road.  This time

inevitable M
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the Maquis was a major followed by fourteén men.
The major spoke briefly to the colonel commanding
the task force. Then he left. When he retumed, he
had with him the exact coordinates of every one of
the guns the Germans were using to fire on the
column, His men obviously had crawled up to
within speaking distance of each of the guns to record
their position. In a matter of minutes, a squadron
of Ninth Air Force Thunderbolts roared over the
column and the 885 were eliminated for good.

The Belgian captain attached to this Corps was
responsible for innumerable trick jobs. As we ap-
proached Liége, our Gz decided that for the safety of
the military operation, all telephone communication
between Liége and the German border must be
stopped. It was a tremendous job because each
telephone exchange in that part of Belgium was then
operating independently. " Can you do it?"" the
Belgian captain was asked. * Yes, sir,’" he said. No
one knows how or what he did, but in two hours
every telephone in the Liége area went dead. And
in six hours, he and his men had filtered through the
Germans to our advanced army at Vervier, killing
all lines enroute,

Ac::fmm.vu to a senior Civil Affairs officer in this
part of Belgium, the Armee Blanche is com-
posed of four different organizations which worked
independently during the occupation, but which
are now more or less united and under central
control.

First, there is the AR or Adrmes Belge, the hard
core of officers and soldiers from the regular Belgian
army. These people wear the parachutist uniform
supplied by the British.

Secondly, there is the powerful FIB, 5
Independent Belge. The 1:'].:'(':IIB has a 5tm?1[g1;ﬂ1riﬁ
background, but includes all elements of the popu-
lation right up to the clergy. Many escaped Russian
prisoners of war joined the FIB and helped them in
their military operations. The FIB work most]
in civilian clothes behind the enemy lines and nril‘:
identified merely by a white armband,

Thirdly, there is the MNB or the |
Nationale Belge. This developed ﬁ-‘-_unL tgf v;::;:i
ful old Catholic party. But here, too, its membe
mj}gr} all the way from the clergy to the extremr:
Left.

Fourthly, there are the Chemises ;

White Shirts, which arose suddenly f;f:ff:: hir
tered the country, as the naturm] opponents of :I?L
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collar insignia of ong of the traitors.

SLOW WAY HOME

The farm carts, bicycles and a disabled

tank that had to be towed, mark the

german retreat through a Belgian town, as

these photographs taken by an unidenti-

fied photographer, show. Note the heart-

warming farewells given the Nazis by
the natives.

Rexist Black Shirts. These people seem to work
closely with the AB. .

There is no vigilantism about the drmee Blanche
today, and we make no attempt to interfere with
the due process of Belgian law.  Very often, Armee
Blanche authority was the legally constituted Bel-
gian authority before the war. It had just resumed
business where it left off in 1940.

WITNESSED & strange scene in a chatean near the

front just a few miles from the German border.
I1 was led into a beautiful room, with an intricately
tiled floor and flowered wallpaper, by CIC Franklin
Norvish, of Boston, and T/3 George Simon, of
Forest Hills, N. ¥.. an Antwerp-born GI who
speaks fluent French, Flemish, and German. Two
men were on trial for their lives there, In the room
were American GIs and officers, Adrmee Blanche
men lounging around with their Sten guns slung
casually -over their shoulders, two drmee Blanche
e now wearing again the uniform of the national
gendarmie to which they belonged before the
occupation, and a Belgian magistrate, also in the uni-
form of the Armee Blanche.

The gendarmes and the magistrate were sitting
at a table opposite the two prisoners. The prison-
Brs were pasty-faced little men in civilian clothes—
Belgians who-had joined the Belgian Waffen SS
Division of the German Army, and had then been
abandoned by the Germans in their wild flight.
These Belgian Nazis had been picked up by the
Armee Blanche road control system, whereby all
f:lltimm Put in a certain number of hours of guard

uty at all principal intersections, reporting all
:;T:;“EISTE_ passing through, This is handled on the
s}’stzm?sls as the defense passive, or air raid warden

_There was no douht i s’ guilt.
"lhlzg.lr~ hhad, in fact, mnfc:sli;gllft G h

There is just' one techni int,’" said the
magistrate to the Amm.;;];n:ﬁ:aﬁm" These men
were part of the German army. We despise them
as disgusting little traitors, but according to_the
:;1:;3 ::-T t::!e Geneva CDJ::':runtiDn. we must TI'T:

A er to vouy y . eame as othe
S mf’n“ to be treated the same

ter, an Armee Blanche man gave INg the S5
T 1 il

¥ only souvenir of this campaign. rh

pretty good reminder of the inupmiisiifilitj"
spirit of free men everywhere.

in the
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back in the States, had gotten married four days
before going overseas and had come to Normandy a
couple of months ago as a replacement officer. He
was now serving with another Division as forward
observer for the company cannon .of the Third
Battalion. These cannon—in this case six
howitzers—were used in addition to the regular field
arhﬂer!!.r to give the battalion added firing power and
protection, and were serviced by a crew of men who
worked alternately at the battery behind the lines,
and with the forward observer as drivers and radio
men,

Benaglio, our driver, was a young man of Italian
descent with a deep sunburn and a corn-colored
goatee. Alexander, who had Indian blood, was nolse-
less, nerveless and an expert radio man.  Hines was
big and loud and good humored and had seen action
in Africa and Sicily, like the other two men. He
stated emphatically that they were both playgrounds
compared to Normandy. :

But now we were in Belgium and making good
time at that. With towns like Soissons and Mons
and Chatean-Thierry behind us, we had expected
to see scenes of battered brown fields, grey skies,
rain, red poppies, and Flanders mud; in short, every-
thing that would remind one of all that one had
ever read in novels or seen in movies about the slow
days of the first World War.,

But there was none of that this time. Instead,
we had broad, open, rolling fields and hills, thiclk,
low forests, and a high, cold wind all the time., When
we stopped for lunch everyone immediately wrapped

Crossing Belotuns

By Cpl. JOHN PRESTON
YANK Staff Correspondent

rRO55ING BeELcium—The fat, spruce, young

Belgian priest ran out from the crowd on the

sidewalk and jumped up on the jeep. Smiling
and nodding continuously he shook hands with us
all. His thick, glistening black hair and loose white
collar ends flapped excitedly as he talked to us in
excellent Englizh. b

“You are going to Germany today?" he asked
the lieutenant,

“MNo, not today."”

* ¥ou are going tomorrow, then? '

" No—we don’t think so, at any rate."

The priest looked slightly crestfallen, and then a
very plaintive note crept into his voice, " It's “"1.-":
about one hundred and some kilometres from here.

“¥es, but we're going northwest towands Liége.”

" Ah, Liége.”” And he was silent for a moment.
Then very politely, * Well, that will do."” His face
broke out into smiles again, and he shook hands all
around once more. Then he jumped off the jeep
and disappeared into the crowd. - )

The convoy started to move again and our jeep
went with it, spreading a holiday through the
streets and country roads as the crowd kept coming
in at uz. There was a steady rain of hard fruit,
hutter biscuits, flowers, confetti, and small child-
TEn beJating in upon us from all directions wherever

* we moved., The Belgian people were giving the
Americans as warm and active a welcome as one
could hope for, and the Gls in turn were mn!ﬂng:th;e
most of it. All one soldier on the half track just
ahead of us had to do was to bang two canteen cups
together, and it would bring a girl running out fast
from the nearest house with a pitcher of milk or
cognac. At one bend in the road a self-propelled
red head in a brown sweater and grey flannel skirt
caw her chance and sprang upon a jeep, She was
carried down the road for about ene hundred yards
slung diagﬂﬂﬂ"}; :fmd hysterically across the knees
; ders of four grinning wiremen.
ﬂﬂ%hsﬁh!;:’lriy in our jL-Ep included Lt. T. Huke, of
CQuincey, Mass., Pvt. W, Alexander, of Seattle,
Wash,, Pfc. R. Benaglio, of Detroit, and Pvt. W. G.
Hines, of Union City, Indiana. Lt. Huke, who tdlad
worked in Boston, had served with the o6th Division

himself up in a blanket and ducked under the side
of the jeep to get some protection from the wind.
Some had cut holes in their blankets and wore them
in the manner of Mexican serapes. One man wore
a faded brown furpiece around his neck. The man
who gave it to him assured him that it was mink
but the soldier had long since decided that it had
come “from some damn rat or else some highly
intelligent skunk.”

After coffee and Ten in One rations we all felt
more conversational, with the exception of one officer
who bemoaned the fact that there was nothing to
talk about except food and places to sleep at this
stage of the game. There was also much talk about
the crossing of the Meose some days before. At that
time the Germans had opened op on the Americans
with machineguns when the assault craft were right
in the middle of the stream, On the opposite shore
were tanks, TDs, and big guns trained down on
our men from all the high positions. 5till, the
infantry moved forward through tanks and flame
throwers. Finally, .our own armour came up and
cleared the way for the Americans to back up their
advance and all went properly from then on.

After these post-mortems on the Meuse came a
long argument about citations. A major said he
wanted to know why you couldn’t just give the plain
facts in writing up a man's case for a medal or
citation. " Why do you have to go in for a lot of
flowery praise and detail? After all, it's usuoally a
pretty simple thing no matter what you are getting
a medal for.””

* Listen, if a man is getting shot at, nothing he
does is simple,” was the conclusive answer.

Then once mote we were on the move hut stopping
every half hour or o in small fields and clearings.
The " 15t Battalion which was the lead battalion
in front of us was running into some opposition, and
this was the reason for the delays, we were told.

This was made evident to us about four o'clock
in the afternoon when we drove to the top of a hill.
Blue smoke rose from a forest to the left of us and
there came the occasional croaking of a machine
pistol. The regiment of which we were a part, sur-
rounded a group of Germans with tanks and TDs
in the forest ahead., After some skirmishing the
Germans waved white flags. The Americans were
told to stand by and wait as the Germans marched
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out of the woods double file. Then, inexplicably
enough, a tank opened up and they all broke and
scattered into the woods again, So the Americans
had to follow them in and fight it out to a finish.
Two hundred Germans were killed but not one man
of the regiment was lost.

Right after this we reached our objective and
bedded down for the night in a small village.
The Belgian farmers took ps in readily enough and
in those warm, soft, ancient double beds slesp came
down hard and fast over our'heads,

Emu,v the next moming we stood around the single
street of the village in the icy, smoking September
sunlight and watched the infantry move up over the
hill. They were stiff and light on their feet, and
moved, whistling, some with hands in their pockets,
all using the quick awkward movements of men
keeping right in step to keep warm. The whistling
and the alacrity were as much due to the cold
weather as to the fact that they were right near the
German border and really in motion again,

Then one of the men in our outfit emerged from
a local dry goods store, with eleven packs of playing
cards in his hand. He had just booght them before
going on the march.again. We all stared rather
doubtfully at him, until he silently flourished a
Magician's. Union card by way of explanation.

Then our jeep fell in line with a replacement radio
man, T 5 W, H. Otis, of Winthrop, Wash., sitting
in back with us, me on a pile of blankets, mincoats
and rations, Once we stopped in a small town for
glasses of strong cold beer.  They offered us whishkey
at fourteen dollars a bottle but there were few
applicants. No one seemed to have that much
money. At the bar Lt. Buren, of Knoxville, Tenn.,
introduced us to Roger, a young member of the
Belgian Resistance Movement, now on detached
service with the 1st Army. After 1940 he had been
taken prisoner and had remained three years in
Germany. He escaped, and had run into Buren
and his group a couple of weeks ago near the French-
Belgian border where he was hitch-hiking his way
east. The Americans had asked him where he was
going and he merely said, ” Pour les Boches” (For
the Germans).

As this was the same general direction the Ameri-
cans were taking, they had told him to climb on,
and he had been with them ever since. | Roger was
only one of a number of Belgian Maquis who are
now working with the Allies and who are equal to
anyone as far as courage and efficiency are concerned,

The climax of the morning eame about an hour
before we reached a river crossing. A Piper Cub
got in touch by radio with the artillery observer
in the jeep directly ahead of us. It reported that
the Germans were dug in at a steep incline on the
opposite bank of a fver that we were scheduled to
cross at noon. A hurried call was sent to the field
artillery to lay a few shells in that vicinity but they
were too late.  One minute beforewour shells landed,
the Germans had blown up the bridge and were now
heading rapidly eastward in trucks.

Things still looked promising by the time we got
to the river bank. The open sky above us was
flecked with bombens, and one of the patrols, led
by Major Keene Wilson, was scaling the high brown
cliffi on the opposite side. Major Wilson, who had
come over to France three months ago as a At
licutenant, was now battalion commander and fairly
consistent in his habit of going right up to the front
line and staying there when things were hot.

£ waited about half an hour before crossing, and
I took time out to read some samples of Nazi
eleventh hour propaganda. These consisted of
small pieces of paper lying in the streets and their
message went as follows in English :
Where are the German Tigers?
Where are the German U-Boals?
Where is the Luftuwaffe?
Allied propaganda cloims have fold yowr that
they were wiped oul fong ago.
Wait and See.
We, your comrades of the Opposition, wish you
the best of ek during Lie months aliead,
And remember, we still have some very delicale
surprises for youl!!
We repeat, Wail and See.
You won'f have much longer to wait!!f
Finally, we climbed into the jeeps and drove on
to a bridge further down the river, Then there were
more delays and more consumption of pears and
bread that the local inhabitants showered us with.
One or two of us got out to take in the view, The
sun came out again, and looking down over the
parapet at the shining, rustling water, everyone
agreed that it wasa very fine alternoon; in fact, just
the kind of an afternocon that the war might suddenly
end on, and none of us know anything about it
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uuu nlcau JEER WAS smPPID BY A ROAD BLOCK

UTSIDE LORIENT. WITH US WAS A FRENCH PARACHUTIST

nwupp!o gy THE BRITISH, WHO ACTED A% INTERPRETER.

HERE. THE ERENCHMAN, WHO WAS LATER WOUMDED, 15

DEING “BRIEFEDT OMN THE GERMAN SITUATION BY A
MEMBER OF THE MAQUIS.

-h_.'-t !.

HEN Uncle Sam tock off on his big push across against stiffening Nazi resistance, the re-conquest
Brittany, American armored might played one of on. YANK artist Cpl. Jack Coggins rode with arecon
the starring roles in the history-making drive. of iha Fourth Armnred Dl\rlsmn on the last lap of f

Our tankmen saw the fall of Perrier, Coutance, Avranches,

Rennes, Yannes. Although many Gls and machines were

lost in the blitz campaign of wholesale liberation waged

THE JERRIES TRIED TO RUN TWO LOED-

MOTIVES AND 14 CARS FULL OF MEN AND

SUPPLIES THROUGH US INTQ LORIENT [N

BROAD DAYLIGHT, muUT ouR mMas AND

MBs, SET UP oMLY 130 YARDS FROM THE

TRACKS, STOPPED DOTH ENGINES COLP

WITH Two 7s.mm. swEls. Atk THE

YANKS WERE poppiNG AwAY AT THE

TRAINS WITH EVERY AVAILABLE WEAPON.

: N 4 : : ik ' 3 . i AND THE GERMANS WERE SHDOTING BACK
‘\ #' . ‘ L ! 1 l; = ¢ ¢ —r b . - AMIDST THE ROAR OF IscAPING ““m
. - L - Ty e | = — = " IT WAS OME HELL OF A ROW.



TOWARD MNIGHTFALL : .
S N 50 G!k“AN:H'!H :::“:LR?FW: COUPLE OF HALF-TRACKS HOLED UP IM A DEEP WSING PLINTY OF BBs, 120:, MORTARS AND MACHINEGUNS. STAR SHELLS WOULD GO UP,
RE AM ESTIMATED 315,000 STROMG, AMD THEY WERE AND EACH TIME WE'D FREEIE WHERE WE WERE. THOSE BURP ﬁl.lNi_Sﬂl.'l.HﬂiD AWFULLY CLOSE,
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GERMAMNE™ IN EVIRY DIRECTIONM.

BELOW: THIS MB NESTLED IN A GULLY. JERRY GUNS
LOCATED US, THOUGH, AND WE THOUGHT & SHELL
WOULD DROP DOWN THE HATCH ANY MINUTE.

BACK [M OME OF THOSE SAME OLD DITCHES, MEVER DEEP ENOUGH. SUDDENLY,
UP A ROAD CRISS-CROSSED BY MORTAR FIRE AND SMIPERS. CAME THESE
THREE FRENCH CIVILIANS PUSHING A BADY CARRIAGE FULL OF HOUSEHOLD GOODS!
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Merrill’s
quesh|ﬁ

Artillery

By Sgt. DAVE RICHARDSON
YANK 5taff Correspondent

EHIND JAPANESE LINES 1N NORTHERN BURMA—
B Jap artillery was pounding Merrill's Ma-

rauders again. Three weeks before, the en-
emy guns had sent shells whistling into Marauder
positions facing the Walawbum garrison. Two
weeks before, a Jap battery had ranged in on
the Marauders during their attack on the enemy
supply route at Inkangahtawng. One week be-
fore, a couple of rapid-fire guns had hammered
the Marauders all night after their capture of a
saction of the Shaduzup-Kamaing road.

And now Jap artillery was concentrated on
a unit of Marauders on Nhpum Ga, hill. Another
Marauder unit was driving through to relieve the
putfit the Japs had surrounded.

As the 70-mm shell blasts reverberated
through the jungles, Maj. Edwin J. Briggs of
La Grande, Oreg., CO of the aflacking unil, sent
for a mule skinner and offered him a new job.

S/Sgt. John A. Acker, the mule skinner, was
an ex-mineworker from Bessemer, Ala., who had
shipped overseas a year before with a pack
hawitzer outfit. The outfit had gone to New
Guinea. After sitting around for months with-
out going into action, Acker and several others
grew restless. When a call was made for animal-
transportation men to join Merrill's Marauders,
they voluntcered. That was seven months before.

“Acker,” said the major, “I understand you
and some of the other mule drivers who used to
be in the pack artillery would like to fire some
howitzers back at these Japs. Is that right?”

The Alabaman said 1L was,

* wWell, Acker,” the major grinned, “this is an
emergency. Two 75-mm pack howitzers will be
parachuted to us lomorrow. Gel two gun crews
together and be ready to fire them.”

Mext day an expectant bunch of mule drivers
stond on the airdrop field, watching brilliantly
colored parachutes drift lazily down. When the
parachutes hit the ground, the mule skinners be-
came artillerymen again. They grabbed the dis-
mantled howitzers and went to work assembling
them. The guns were brand new and clean of
cosmoline. Within two hours they were assem-
bled, dug in on the airdrup Aeld and firing.

A mile away the Marauder unit that was driv-
ing through Jap machine-gun positions along thi
trail to Nhpum Ga heard the shells whistle over-

head. “"What the hell is that?” onc rifleman
asked another. “Jap artillery behind us, too?”
Then a radio message explained that it was
Marauder artillery. Scon infaniry-directed fire
was blasting the strong points holding up the
rifle platoon.

wo days later Acker and his impromptu”artil-
lery crews put their howitzers on mules and
climbed the winding trail for three miles, They
emplaced their guns on a ridge overlooking the
Jap positions between the trapped Marauder unit
on Nhpum Ga hill and the attacking unit. While
the guns were being set up again T-4 Roberl L.
Carr of San Luis Obispo, Calif., started for the
front as artillery observer with a walkie-talkie.
The point platoon had run smack up against
ane of the strongest Jap positions yel. This was
a perimeter atop a little knoll from which Jap
machine gunners commanded a clear field of fire
for scveral hundred feet down the trail. The
steep sides of the knoll made flanking difficult.
T would have fo be taken frontally. The point
platoon asked for artillery and morlur support.
Carr, the observer, took his walkie-talkie up 1o
the first sguad. “Jap position approximately 700
yards from guns,” he radiced, adding the azimuth.
"Fire a smoke shell, and T'll zero you in"
The smoke shell whistled over, followed by a
few more as Carr adjusted the ﬁring data. Finally
he okayed hoth range and azimuth, Lacking an
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These mule skinners gove up their mules for o pack
howitzer when Merrill's Marauders needed artillery.

aiming circle, the only piece of equipment that
was not dropped ‘with the guns, Acker and his
men were obliged to use an ordinary infantry
compass to gauge azimuth,

The order came to fire five rounds. Up ahead
all morning there had been conslanlt mortar,
machine-pun and small-arms fire. Bul as soon
a8 the howitzers opened fire, Jap bullets began
simging over the artillerymen’s heads. All day
the Japs reminded Acker's men that they were
firing practically poini-blank at 700 yards.

Just after the howitzers fired the five rounds,
5/5pt. Henry E. Hoot of Shepherd, Tex., radio-
man with the guns, shouted to Acker: "Hniy
smoke! Some Infantry officer is on the radio.
He's excited as hell. Says you're right on the
larget. And—pet this—he wants us to fire ‘Bat-
tery 100 rounds’." ;

There's no such order in arlillery parlance:
actually the correct order for a lot of firing is
“Fire at will.” Acker chuckled at the order.
“Okay, [:mys," he said. “Open those shell cases
[ast. Gun crews, prepare to fice at will”

In the dext 15 minutes, the jungle hills rang
as the two pack howitzers threw 134 shells into
the Jap perimeter. The erews had been a hit
slow two days before because they hadn'l seen
o howilzer in seven months, but now they per-
formed as artillerymen should,

Up fromt the point platoon drove th
They found parts of Jap bodics in trees aﬂ"i‘ﬁ
over the ground, virtually blown oul of their
holes, The dense jungle had become a clearin
under the terrific blasting. A platoon I'L'adef
going through the area, a few minutes after the
barrage, discovered two shivering Japs deep in
a foxhole, unhurt but moaning with fear. H
killed them with a carbine. Apparently they ;-'-rerc
the anly ones who had survived and stayed iﬁ
the area, The platoon moved through unopposed

For the next few days the artillery worked
hand in hand .w"'h the point platoon in blasting
other Jap positions. On one of these days P f‘
John W. (Red) Seegars of Kershaw, § E
walked up to the guns with a hma& ‘slm'lr
Secgars had been requested by Acker as N LS
man on ane of the howitzers, but hl"-’-‘ﬂuse.he Y I_
a rifleman and was fecded in the drive, he E;;

- eelebrate,

The makeshift gun crew’s chief: 5/5gt. Ackar.

not been sent back to the puns, Now Secgars was
W?}IﬂdEd in the left arm.

As ) rifleman I ean't crawl with this arm
QL said Seegars, “so they sent me back
to the aid station for evacuation. But I'm not
Boing. I can still pull a howilzer lanyard with
my right arm.” Acker was ‘glad to get him.

EANWHILE Carr, the artillery observer, found
¥l things pretty hot at the front. On an advance
with a rifle platoon, he was pinned down on the
?’d"' of a hill by Jap machine guns and grenades
al the top, Two men were wounded near him.
H_-‘_' left the radio and dragged each of them
hdtr:“ through the fire to an aid man. Returning
:.E i Is radio, Carr egged the Japs into revealing
inuE positions by throwing grenades, thus draw-
: E hre on himself. Then he radioed the howitzers
uumsu L:ﬁ:r;r}:ﬁ;rhmnge and swing their azimuth
: : e

EURHEG yards aw;.;?t & 8 Jep heavy BR0RT
this time, a Ja dual-our ntiairﬂl"-‘iﬂ
G i ) hEowing 70-mm shells into. the_midst
1 the trapped Marauder unit on Nhpum Ga hill.
ifk.“ BOl a liaison plane to spot the ack-ack
fiu; sﬁ?,:ﬁ“m"‘ Then the howitzers fired .on 1! all
(e Al dusk the Jap gun. tried to fire back 2t
hit tharizers, but its trajectory was too flal 19
Bill or whistlod: Lo, €ither. hil an interveRs

Iprti.rmﬁn’s hpaili harmlessly high over the artl
nd that morning the Marauder at ing unit

s tacking
ELr;l}k:ﬂl!Lmugh to relieve the unit that had beel
me Y the Japs for 10 days. Acker and his
en, mule skinners no more, fired a salvo




By Sgt. SANDERSON VANDERBILT
YANK Staff Correspondent

i AYBE the rest of x
: - you Yank >
M assuming that, since Uncle Sam ﬂ:; Fl0are
here, by golly it' Eot yvou over

Well, probably it is and Ly o i to get you back.

VOYAEE—N0 easy matte :
Iinghamlll'tg tht‘.?;e pu.rl. l:; fgrat%zyl:&m 8 been stumb.-
with somebody else's dog-tags and :
fﬂi So 1 biit d::;wn Elngd wgrutt: tdr:ran Pli-.:t::}i isGmC]'
o know i London, asking her
around to the'ﬁmerican Embga.-;y nmtjﬂpiﬁcﬂ?;rwiraip
ever papers I'd need in order to Bget home withnuE
being stopped at Ellis Island. 1 figured that on'
account of those two pints of bitter 1 once b-nugh:
her she =zort of owed me a favor and 1 puess she
thought so, too, because yesterday I got an answer
from her. Or maybe you'd hardly call it an answer
since there wasn’t any letter in the envelope jus;:
iﬂb!égnt‘;_]:cﬂi;ﬂmé ttl:rtb:i ﬁslll.rd out by anyone who wants
: e Unite tates i
wassngin;i e of America. But that
elp me, if this form’s not a lulu vou ¢ i
three stars on my shoulder and call mgnGt:?rErp%n
Patton. It's a yard long and a foot wide and has
morg spaces to fill out than an application to
(OCS. From the wording of some of the questions,
I should judge that it was designed primarily for
civilians in peacetime, a fact which makes it all
the more difficult for a soldier in wartime to dope
out. 5till, who knows? Mayhbe they’ll wind up by
d:schargmg me overseas, especially since, from the
way things look now, peace will be here and Erow-
ing whiskers before I ever get home.

If, in the following paragraphs, I seem to have
been unduly careful in my efforts to answer
the questions accurately, it's because the form points
out that mistakes are likely to cause “delay and
consequent inconvenience on landing "—something
which, of course, no GI who has had the privilege
of travelling Army-style would put up with.

IO Or 12 VEATS

'HE first thing this form wants to know is can I

read, and the answer at the moment is * yes,'" but
after a few more years of squinting my way through
pony-size overseas editions of -Time by the light of
1o-watt Mazdas, the answer is surely going to be
“no."" So what? Does that mean I won't ever be
able to get back to the States? No, fortunately
not; the next blank in the form leaves me a loop-
hole. It says that if I'm a father or grandfather
over 55 years of age I may enter the U5, whether
I can read or not. By the time I'm set to sail I'm
sure I'll have no trouble meeting those require-
ments. Round one: all mine.

The next four questions are fairly routine: name
(easy), age (over 55, as noted), sex (a cinch), and
married or single {married, I guess, if I'm to be a
grandfather and get by the U.5. authorities without
being snagged for moral turpitude). Then comes an
apparently innocent job that turns out, _z:;ftr.r some
study, to be a toughy. * Occupation?’ asks the
form. Plainly, I'm a GI, and proud of 1#,_1:".11 in a
special footnote the form says such generalities won't
do. " This entry,"’ it declares, “ should describe as
accurately as possible the occupation™ and it
specifically warns ~ against putting down such
“indefinite designations” as (1) engineer, (2) turner,
or (3) polisher. Instead, it says, I must spec:fﬁ
whether I am (1) a locomotive engineer, l_':r!} a4 woo
turner, or (3) a brass polisher, Well, I've never
been in even a switch engine nor turned so much as a
twig, so it looks like it's Mo, 3 for me—and a hell
of a way that is for a man to end up who has followed
his country’s flag to the far corners of the globe.

@' skip a few questions dealing with wvisa
WE:;-Lhtrs] and re-entry permits and some other
things I don't understand, and take up Question 15.
which wants to know about my last permanent Irf.sn;
dence. That looked right up my a_l_lu:..r and I was ar}nu
to jot down " New York City” when 1 came fu!-n
this footnote: * Actual or mi:rnd::-(:, res::!:;nce of a

g itute permanent residence,
}re?l'lig':#l!' Elzltjﬁgltuﬂr i-J;Lntg:ndc:uci *  double-talk about
what constitutes a permanent residence really got
me down. All anyone has to do is to look ft m}:
sirvice record and he'll ind thathlny;t:-ta:ailﬁh:dE?g,
. more than a year has beer ; g
il-g;t Fi'i‘t.ggl;ythinks I ever intended the I:.Tﬂ'tu"hr.- my
residence for as much as a single day, hr, g Is;:rc':v?r.
“Intend,’’ says the dictionary, means to have in
mind as a purpose,’’ and if there’s one thing [ 5;:':.
have not got in mind as a purpose it’s living m_"e
ETO, yet here is where beyond all doubt I actually

“to blur. Explaining the way in which a chap should

ﬂgn 1ixring. I give up. Take me back to the loony
in,

Now we come to-one that wants to know who is
paying for my passage and, although I haven't yet
consulted my finance officer, it seems to me that I
ought to be safe in assuming that the United States
Treasury will slip me a few quid or francs to get
me back. However, if the finance officer renegs
when the great day comes, 1 don't imagine I'll be .
in a mood to goibble but will somehow mise the
dough myself. At all events, the next question is
a snap. It wants to know whether I am " in posses-
sion of £50, and, if less, how much?’’ The answer,
gentlemen, shall be divided into two parts, as
follows :

0).: Am I in possession of $§507? A.: No, I am not
in possession of $50,

€. : How much less than §50, then, am I in posses-

= NOT TRANSFERABLE-

™ DO NOT DETACH

sion of? A.: S50.
The object of Question 22 is to find out whether NOT TRANSFERABLE
I have ever before been in the United States and, o o —

if so0, when and where. A footnote to this one offers
a sample answer, an answer that I hope to keep in
mind when my memory of everything else starts

DO NOT DETACH |

note how long he has previously been in the United
States and where he stayed while there, the form
instructs him to show the number of years and the
place in this manner: *1804-1897, Philadelphia."
Okay by me; I suspect that * 18g4-1897, Phila-
delphia ” will sound as reasonable as anﬂthing else
by the time I finally creak up the gangplank. And
anyway, what's wrong with “ 1804-1807, Phila-
delphia ”? Done,

UESTION 24 raises a point that could easily be de- .

seribed as moot. Tt asks whether the * passenger
intends engaging temporarily in laboring pursuits
in the United States,"" (The italics, chum, are mine,
all mine.) And the next wants to know if the
passenger has ever been in prison. T suppose that
could mean the guardhouse—so let your conscience
be your guide. Question 26 has the gall to ask
how I feel about polygamy, apparently completely
overlooking the fact that I settled that once and for
all with an $8 ring one Saturday morning way back
in 1934. r
" 1 confess that T went into a pretty rugged mental
struggle with myself over Question 30, which wants
to know whether I have previously been excluded or
deported from the United States. Just what the
deal is on that one [ don't know. There were times
in the POE and on the way over when I figured
they shouldn’t deport a dog like they were deporting
me, and I may say that I've spent winter afternoons
on certain moors and downs in the UK. when 1
didn’t feel altogether included in the U.S.A. But
that's probably just haggling over words, The
answer, then, to Question 3o is, “ Yes, and no, but
don’t quote me,"’ ’

Like a soft-touch walkaway, the pace of this bloe
form slackens toward the finish. Height, com-
plexion, and color of hair and eyes are the points
raised in Questions 34, 35, and 30. n]31:1: the t!rl:il.m
question is left for the very end. Return ticket,
Yes or No?*' it asks, Gents, 1 leave that answer

: NOT TRANSFERABLE o

NUT TRANSFERABLE
e — A ————

. DO NOT DETACH

to you.

il admi sober reflection within the confines
-.tf'Ih:'lra;il:jlql:rlii-‘:,Iull:im;'r;._-.-m:m||:iur| :E t1»\_‘111! constitntes his per-
D ament residence—the ULS.A. or the ETO—ps prolty acadeinic, inas.

minch as the Army scems bo have decicded the ssoe pretly eiectively

in favor of the latier.



ELDERLY RESIDENMT OF TAVAUX MOURNS HIS KIN WHILE
WAITING FOR MATIIS VICTIMS TO BE BURIED MEAR THE
UNFORTUMATE UTTLE VILLAGE.

4 *

Village Tragedy

rancE—We went to church to attend a mass

funeral. The French had asked us to come.

We thought it was for four Yanks who had been
killed in the fighting here, but when we arrived
we learned the service was for eight French civilians.
The church was old, like most French churches are,
big and beautiful, and it was crowded. There were
people everywhere, in the corridors, at the back of
the church and out in the street. We could sense
that this service was something special,

An attendant took s through the crowded aisle
down to the front where there were several seats
vacant. It seemed as if they had been reserved for
us. There was a strange unpleasant odor that I
couldn't figure out at first. Then T realized it must
come from the dead bodies lying in their cashkets
not far in front of us.

The service was sad, long and tedions. It lasted
about three hours. The crowd was impressively
silent throughoot. An organ and a choir toole part
in it and at least three priests officiated. One gave
a short sermon and although T understand some
French all I could get from his specch was a reference
to Hitler and something about the liberation of
France.

About that time a young man was escorted to the
seat directly in front of me. There was something
about him that held my attention. He wore a
uniform that was like our Boy Scouts' back home
and it made him appear half-naked and funny in
church. He was unimpressive of build, being
rather soft and large around the hips, but he
had dignity in his bearing. What impressed me

DELOW ARE TWO PICTURES OF ANOTHER MAIl OUTRAGE. GERMANS
DE LEOM, IN REPRISAL FOR A MAGWIS UPRISING OF AUGUST 4. THE

WEEK LATER, FFHl MEN STOOD GUARD WHILE NAZI PWs

TAVAUX KILLE
SLAUGHTERED FOR REVENGE. RIGHT, FRENCHMEN IDENTIFY AN B0-

YEAR-OLD WOMAN, ANOTHER VICTIM OF THE SAME MASSACRE,

ABOVE, LEFT, A LITTLE FRENCH BOY, WITH HIS CAT, LOOKS SADLY
e :n;ﬂﬂ! HOLDING HIS PLAYMATES, TWO OF THE RESIDENTS OF.

D DY MAZIS WHO RETURMED TO THE TOWN AND

was the pamachutist’s insignia over his heart.

The service went on for some time longer and
then about two dozen men wearing old, pointed, gold
French helmets filed down the aisle to take away
the many flowers decorating the caskets. A bit more
cervice and then the men started carrying out the
caskets one by one.

The families of the dead sat on our left, all dressed
in black. Deep, gasping sobs came [rom several
women there. [t was pretty bad to hear. One
woman in black stood up and bent over a cashet
going by and sobbed. “ Mon pefite,”” she moaned.
I puess that it was either her child or the pet name
for someone in her family, maybe her husband. At
thizs I noticed the little guy in the Boy Scout
uniform bit his lip and tears came to his eyes,

The bodies were carried outside to the wailing
horse-drawn hearses. The Mayor made a speech
over the caskets and then I got the story. These
people lying dead in the caskets were French civilians
killed in cold blood by the Germans. No reason
could be found for the murders. It had happened
when the Germans were evacuating a near-by hamlet.
Actoally, thirteen had been killed, but there were
only eight here.  Some of them were children.

Then a man rose to introduce the leader of the
French Forees of the Interior for that town. He
was the little guy in the Boy Scout uniform. He
spoke quietly, in a slow, sure way as if he were
trying to appeal to a person's mind rather than his
emotions. The crowd seemed to pay great heed to
:-:-’hal he said, His speech was short.  When he said,

We shall get revenge for these atrocities,” T noticed
a murmur of approval swept through the crowd.

—By Cpl. JOE SCHIFFMAN

KILLED 14 MEM AND A WOMAM, RESIDENTS OF 5T. POL
VICTIMS WERE HASTILY DURIED AT MORLAIX, WHERE, A

WIERE FORCED, AS SHOWN, TO EXHUME THE BODIES FOR DECENT BURIAL




him to the half-te
"Th‘ismauisa'EDOdsu]d' b ,

1er,"" he gajq, :

Eergt: : Cm]: atet: ':'MUP?r for five years went thnfl o

CE, - Adfrica and Italy and has ugh

Russian front twice ** on the

American lines,
time later.
" Jabos ! Jabos ! ** he declared exci
- 5 excit y
ing the German nickname for the P—q';-'l 'f‘ﬁ}:yi{dre‘.rﬁaﬁ_

Al:n:mt the Thuncl_t:rbﬂlt. the sergeant said:

You get the impression that it is divig bodil
at you. Its machine guns start firing at Extl‘em}:
mng;d andTinntmuEﬂ to within several meters of th:*:-
ground. en, when the Jab : i
drops its bomb. e £ TR

The sergeant has been in several Th

und 1

attacks and knows that even a deep foxhole ?5. :;E?et
fimes no protection against the Thunderbolt's
spitfing puns,

"I have seen men killed
Jabos fire.” :

About the mortars, the serpeant was just :
excited. He called them ** over-heavies ]-Es ar‘lﬁ
described their explosion as ** earth-shaking.'" He
was buried alse during a mortar barrage, suffering
a brain concussion. In combination with intense
American artillery fire, he believes the mortar is the
worst morale smasher the Americans possess.

" You employ it much as do the Russians,” he

in their foxholes by

NOTHER paratrooper—a master sergeant with ten

years' service in the Wehrmacht—substantiated
his fellow prisoner's description of the effect of the
Thunderbolt's front line activities. For eight
straight days he lived under bombing and strafing
attack=—and then was more than glad to be taken
prisoner,

To a man facing enemy fire for the first time, the
effect of American artillery is just as horrible,
according to a corporal in a Jerry fire department
who was pushed into the lines to fill a gap caused
by losses to the paratroops. His battle experience
had been so limited that he was unable to distinguish
between mortar and Long Tom fire. All he could
report was six hours on the front—six hours during
which he saw only the interior of his foxhole,

After that he was captured—and happy to be out

of it.
By TOM BERMNARD, Sp. (x) lc, USHR
YAMK S5taff Correspondent

THEN AND MOW. IT's TAKEN TWO YEARS OF BLOODSHED YO DO THIS, BUT THE

JOB IS5 PAYING DIVIDENDS—FASYER AND FASTER THESE

TO RULE EUROPE, AND
OUSLY FAR HITLER ONCE GOT IN HIS SCHEME
R et EPTEMBER, 1942, AND THE GERMANS WERE

AFTER THAT TME WORLD. IT WAS THEN S

TWO YEARS AGO

[

:_:-.1: '-_‘;: il ;_- ." w :H_F
\ NS e

CAPTURED WHILE COMMANDING A GERMAN COMPANY IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR, 5/5GT. HANS DEPRISM

-

il "1 e

SUBSEQUENTLY SETTLED IM NEWBURGH, M.Y. NOW A FROMT-LINE YANK, HE CALLS OM MAZIS AT PONTANEZEM
_ TO SURRENDER.

THREE MORE DIVISIONS

Fifth Infantry Division
ILLING Germans is an old story to the
Klamed Red Diamond Division, Back
in 1918 the Fifth wrote a place for
itself in history at St. Mihiel and in the
great Meuse-Argonne offensive. Right up
to Armistice Day the outfit continued to bore deep
into Boche territory. And the Red Diamonds stayed
on the job until July 3, 1019, making sure that the
Allied victory would stick. Their occupation duties
in the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg finished, the
Fifth returned to the States for demobilization,
During the first World War, the organization's
casualties totaled 9,299, including 1,362 killed in
action and 6,182 wounded.

The Fifth Division was inactive from rgzr until
October, 1930, when Brig. Gen. Campbell B. Hodges
assume command of the present outfit at Fort Me-
Clellan, Ala. Maneuvers at Fort Benning, Ga., and
in the Sabine River area of Louisiana toughened
the newly-reborn Division during the following year.
Then in the winter of 1040 the Diamond Division
pulled into its new station at Fort Custer, Mich.
During the next June it was more maneuvering—
this time with the Second Army in Tennessee. The
Fifth's first overseas assignment came in the fall of
1941, when it moved to Iceland for defense of the
island—a toogh, bleak job. It was ready for anything
when in the summer of 1943, the call came to ship to
England. After the toughest kind of pre-invasion

DAYS. MAP AT LEFT, BELOW,

IN FRANCE

training, the Red Diamonds traveled to Northem
Ireland, They're moving fast in Europe now.

Seventh Armored Division

crivaten on March, 1, Iggz, the

Seventh Armored plunged into inten-
sive basic training at Camp Polk, La,
as part of the Second Armored Corps,
later switching to the Third. During the
next year the Division sweated out desert tmining at
Camp Young, Calif. Still later the Seventh headed
east for its new station at Fort Benning, Ga., where it

can read the rest in the newspapers.
only too well by the retreating Nazis,
=" pbecame known as the Santa Fe Division
patch bearing the Santa Fe cross.  Initial training
Ala. Final polishing touches were administered at

assimilated the latest tactics in panzer warfare. The
outfit took off from Georgia for the ETO, and you
Thirty-Fifth Infantry Division
ﬁ THI:: Thirty-Fifth, an outfit now known
) got its start as a National Guard outht
from Kansas, Nebraska, and Missouri, It
because the old Santa Fe Trail began near the
Missouri-Kansas State line. Its men wear 3 shoulder
for the Thirty-Fifth came at Camp San Luis Obispo,
Calif., and then the Division moved to Camp Rucker,
Camp Butner, N. C., before shipment to the battle-
grounds of fortress Europe,

RIDING HIGH. BUT ALLIED MIGHT, COUPLED WITH SUPPORT FROM UNDERGROUMND MOVE-

MENTS, HAS THREOWN THE DEMENTED SAGE OF DERCHTESGARTEN REELING BATK ON HIS

HEELS 50 DADLY THAT BY LAST WEEK THE NAZIS WERE CLINGING DESPERATELY ONLY
TO THE MEAGER AREAS INDICATED IN THE MAP AT RIGHT.

LAST WEEK




ANK'S UNITED STATHS

A-slup-huppy map of 48 certain pieces of terrain
in America that will be so nice to come home to,

By Sgt. RALPH STEIN, YANK Staff Artist
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the who want to stay i i

politicians brought their heav et

up to the front line, a ht:\u.-mvz:-wr!‘Ir ﬂ:‘l‘“lﬂ-rr
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TGI who wants to get out of thetljli-:' once the war is over the
it's the man who wants to stay in II:‘!I"_I_S going to be all set ;
&%ESSPDF. And this despite the fact i'h‘itl’l‘ﬁl" to find himsel(
services Iw]il.l need from three to four million hb‘ Senator figures
right after peace comes and at | o L ared
ﬁ“‘ﬁ‘: ten years after the last gun has bi::\t Ew:; million for from
omas, who is a Democrat fro it
the Senate’s Army and Navy Sub:;n?riﬁ?nma and a member of
put this new slant on demobilization -du sy appropriations,
last week at the headquarters of th el L PGS conference
Committee in New York. As he saw Lt Democratic National
peeded in the services after the war w 4 ']dthu two million men
B Navy 50000 Air Co ould be split up roughly
560,000, Ips, 750,000 ; Ground Fotces
Here, in so many words, is ;
= » ¥ th il 3 i
painted : ** We have a vast num‘;):rn:}?pr;iﬁdwﬂIClum Ehe Seantor
the Army, Navy, and Air Corps. There will ;’;cw?mt erind
can possibly accommodate. We will have to make b i St
keep those best qualified.”” So shine up those oA
Iﬂﬂ}ﬁ:f you want to get in on the gravy tr.:uf? PRORCHCE TRl
omas got on the subject of the stre :
B ey and N t : 1: strength of a future peace-
e e e O e
]Prelflille?t, to the effect that thx.:. Rn-useve]-:i: 1:;]:?;:"?;!:2::?;?‘ hfm{
ac oresight in preparing for war. T L ! o
that the nation’s armed Sl:li::-’il.'l:_‘s “:n. o gtﬂ’:::tiil:nl}n?x:?ﬁ: rjq}u_-d
1932, when Hoover went out ** and that ** the moment ::lt:n 2 ;)J~ =
m%ﬁamu into power we began to build."’ ; g
his was not the only mention of Pearl Harbo :
week's dt-\.'_elcrEments in the Presidential E.El.n'?lpilj.gﬂ.r }T:’ﬁdl:zz
was made in Congress and denied by Australian officials that the
Aqstmhan Government had warned the U.S. War Department
prior to the Pearl Harbor attack that a Jap task force was headed
for Hawaii. Both Henry L. Stimson and James V. Forrestal,
thS-‘.‘m-tam_ﬁ of the Army and Navy, respectively, also replied that
ere was no truth at all in this report.

weel, however, so far as the Demo-
crats were concerned, was fired by President Roosevelt himself.
Just back from his meeting with Prime Minister Churchill in
Quebec and making his first avowedly political speech of the
campaign, the Democratic candidate for reelection to the White
House spoke ostensibly to goo leaders of the AFL Teamsters'
Union, who had just unanimously endorsed the Democratic ticket,
but his words were broadcast nationally. Roosevelt named no
names, but he singled out several of Dewey's statements for

special attention,

~ In what was widely taken to be a reference to Dewey's charge
in Philadelphia that the administration planned to keep men in
Wniform until they could find jobs for themselves, Roosevelt
stid: ** This callous and brazen falsehood about demobilization
was an effort to stimulate fear among American mothers, wives,
and sweethearts. The very day that this fantastic charge was first
made a formal plan for the method of speedy discharge from the
Ammy had already been announced by the War Df:p'fl'rtment. i
plan based upon the wishes of the soldiers themselves.

Roosevelt accused the Republicans of using * the propaganda
technique invented by the dictators ' which holds that ' you
should never use a small falschood, always a big one. He said
that the Republicans were now supporting reforms which 1'Illh
administration had introduced. i+ The whole purpose of Repubs
lican oratory these days,’” he went on, ‘* seems to be to swu'iui:_.lt
labels. The object is o persuade the ‘American people ﬂ._;a.t e
Democratic Party was responsible for the 1929 crash and depres-

sion and that the Repuoblican Party was In:iuﬁp];mﬁilblIu i;m; :Ii: ;Jcn:
5 is the President i £
progress une )

ler the New Deal.” Thi caley o
fraud ** and then he asked: ** Can the Old Guard pass itselt 0
as the New Iheal?

I think not."’
+Perhaps the most ridiculous of the
Roosevelt conti

THE big political gun of the

falsifications,”

s campaign a5 1
nued, ** is the one that this ardministration failed to
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prepare for the war.”” He observed that many
Republican leaders in and out of Congress had ™ tried
to thwart and block nearly every attempt which
this administration made to warn our p-:upﬂ; and to
arm this nation."

Urging all Americans to vote in the November

election, regardless of whom they vote for, the Presi-
dent said that in his opinion " millions ** of service
personnel had been ' handicapped in or prevented
from wvoting by °* politicians™and candidates who
think they stand to lose by such votes.”
" Meanwhile the heavy firing on the Republican
front continued to reverberate from the West Coast,
where Dewey was pressing on with his nation-wide
speaking tour. His campaign narrowly avoided
disaster when the special train in which he and his
party were travelling hit a passenger train 6o miles
north of Portland, Ore., but no one suffered more
than a shaking-up. There was another non-political
development to the trip in Portland when a string
of pearls being worn by Mrs. Dewey, the candidate’s
wife, broke. Police saw a man pick the nccklace up
and, thinking he was a member of Dewey's party,
said nothing. The man turned out to be a stranger;
though, and disappeared, pearls and all.

In the strongly labor town of Seattle, Dewey
placed the responsibility for wartime strikes on the
shoulders of the Roosevelt administration and the
War Labor Board. He said that the Smith-Connally
Anti-strike - Law, which he termed one of the New
Deal's “ interferences with free collective bargain-
ing,”” had actually increased the number of work
stoppages during the war. Democratic leaders lost
no time in pointing out that Roosevelt had vetoed
the Smith-Connally measure and that Congress had
passed it over his veto,

In Portland, Dewey declared that no man was
indispensable to. America or the world. Harmony
between Roosevelt and Congress, he said, was im-
possible because the President had tried to under-

mine the latter, with the result that Congress was
now suspicious of the Chief Executive’s every move,

When Dewey reached Los Angeles, a monster

_[-j’n]]:,.rwﬂﬂd-st}"lf’ show was put on in his honor by
Cecil B. de Mille in the city's Coliseum. Ninety-five
thousand persons turned out to see the spectacle,
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whose cast was headed by Ginger Rogers, Adolph
Menjou, and Lionel Barrymore. The doings there
included a parade of elephants, a Wild West rodeo,
and a speech by the candidate. Dewey promised that
the Republicans would extend Social Security to 20
million farmers, domestic servants, Federal workers,
and employes of non-profit corporations, and he
blamed the Mew Deal for the exclusion of such
workers from the benefits of the Social Security Act.

HouLp you be one of those unlucky boys whom
SSennt::-r Thomas believes the peacetime Army will
have no use for, you may want to take up farming
and, if so, the administration is determined ‘to help

you do it. Estimating that a million vets will want "'

to wrest their living from the soil, President Roose-
velt got cracking on the problem of how to make
sure that ex-servicemen can obtain productive land
and credit, as well as the training needed to make a
success of farming.

In a letter to Secretary of Agriculture Claude R.
Wickard and Veterans' Administrator Brig. Gen.
Frank T. Hines, Roosevelt said that the sacrifice
and courage of men in the armed services ‘' entitle
them to expect this nation to be prepared within
the limits of its capacities to offer them reasonable
opportunities to get started in agricolture.’” - He
urged Wickard and Hines to take full advantage of
the GI Hill of Rights in rehabilitating farm-minded
veterans, and he suggested that a study be made of
the special types of farming for which disabled
veterans may be adapted. ' Adequate credit upon
reasonable terms must be assured," wrote the Presi-
dent, pointing out that the nation no longer has ** a
great new and unsettled Oklahoma or Northwest Ter-
ritory to be declared open for settlement.”’

Just so ex-Gls who take to the farm don’t get too
lonesome for the Army, Willys-Overland is planning
to turn out an agricultural version of the jeep after
the war. Charles E. Sorenson, president of Willys
gave directors of the company a demonstration n;l'
the new vehicle on his farm at New Hudsan near
Detroit, but no specific details of the peacetime jos
were released, Officials of the firm sajd h{}wcverp
that the machine was intended to cumbin::r the basic
qualities of a light truck tractor, a passenger con-

veyance, and an independent power unit, and that
the Army jeep's gear ratio would be modified to
adapt it for varions types of farm operation.
. Talk of demobilization brought a lot of questions
in Washington about what the chances are for a GI
who is over 38 to get out, to which the WD replied
that his clg:lmcis are just what they were before—
meaning nil. It was explained that i :
the Army decided that inpgenfm]. mcnt::{-:' ;é :v?‘:'i
not physically fitted for combat duty, and drafting
in that age category was sto - This was followed
by a decision to let overage soldiers apply for a
discharge, providing that they could show them-
selves able to get jobs in essential industries. Then
in the spring of 1043, after about 200,000 Overage
GIs had been given discharges, the Army set Ma e
and August 1 as the deadlines in the U,g, el
seas, mpectwﬂfv. after which no further gye R
: dml:l:llﬂrgl:s would be granted. Overage officers [-.:%;
;I;g b:L:jrpI}IS.t"; meaning that they have ng special
o in the service, can apply { i
So that's the set-up. e
The American Legion gathered in Chicago for its
26th annual convention and, while thers was a fair
amount of the good old whoop-de-do, there was
also plenty of serious stuff for the boys to think
about. Messages from the great and the near great
came from all over the world,
,, General Dwight D. Eisenhower sent this message :~
I regret exceedingly that, due to my constant
travelling about France coordinating military opera-
tions, 1t115 zmposml_nlc for me to address your national
convention by radio. As we tread again the battle-
fields of your resounding victories of 26 YEArs ago we
are particularly sensible of the great service you men
;ﬂder&d humanity. T am sure you veterans would
sun“‘:“ﬂg’flgl}’ proud of the way your old units, your
o r;' E:;l tlin sbme cases your members, have carried
em:l‘.-ﬂ;nt tagn?:ﬁ g?fliﬁ':{]ﬂ of the services, The
2 ¢ Allied armies, navies, and
;:: Ifii':r:f; ]'H?.E Ion:c_r:l the ruthless Nazis back to their
ool ders. Tt will not be long before we will crush
< icious military machine and make this world
a decent place for free men, '

From the HQ of Genera] Do
L uglas MacArthur cam®
word that the general himself could not :q:crﬂcl tIJirﬂ‘Jﬂ!l'r j

i




o the convention " because at thi
 far advanced battle pnsitinns."this =
~ Nelson A. Rockefeller, Coordinatg
e ﬁ.'ﬂ'ﬂjl‘ﬂ. tﬂl’d Hl"‘ lr!! = E r ﬂf I.nl:er.
g L e glonnaires that ret
jng servicemen who have learned how to o
~ with the people of other lands will find Eﬂ: Aone
" Lp“pg:czﬂ:;cyhny s d_imllust-rinliz.aﬁun of ]i.l:i?:
0 [ ! ISplace y
~ sor nations.”’ PES Erngentaut ARpIe:
" The Legion passed a lot of i
e favoring the halt of al n:sn?:x::gl?:ts
. States until there are less than a million unempl
Jin the nation. TForeign-born wives anq clﬂlt:lylid
- EI American SErvicemen, hD‘W’E\"EI‘. H-hﬂu]d r;:
wm to the States, according to the Legion. Th
‘convention also decided not to admit membe ¥
the armed forces of this war to the Legion until I'tgh o
are discharged, because to do so would endan t?:y
ni";ui.ri'allld status of the organization, e e
Winding up its agenda, the TLeg
- Edward N. Scheiberlin, a lawyer of ﬁ]hagr]:;.-n I@IE%r'_"mtmi
itsnew commander, succeeding Warren H. :&tﬁeﬁ:}is
';ﬁ“h’-"ber]m' a 56-year-old Democrat and former Cit :
Court Judge in Albany, was an infantry captain iﬁ
‘thelast war. He was elected on the first ballot after
his opponent, John Stelle, former Lieutenant
‘Governor of Tllinois, moved that the convention vote
unanimously for the New Yorker. Mrs. Charles B
-ﬁ:lbert.lni Norwich, Comn., was elected president of
the Legion's Auxiliary,
Jefierson Caffery, who just returned from Rio de
Janeiro where he had been Ambassador to Brazil
since 1937, was appointed by President Roosevelt to
be the representative of the U.S. to the ** de facto
French authority ' in Paris. This step was com-
monly regarded as preparing the way for recognition
of the French Committee of Liberation as the pro-
visional government of France. Caffery, who will
have the personal rank of Ambassador, will proceed
to his new post in the near future, according to
reports, and will become Ambassador to France once
recognition of a government in that nation is
granted.

oment I.'l.ﬁ :Ilﬁ at

. including
ion to the

T his first press conference since retumning from
L seven months in the ETO, Robert Sherwood, over-
I seas director of the Office of War Information, said
1 in Washington that his outfit was prepared to send

5= - RUNCHEON
MJGHTY ];J’-i'um bats an .
| Conniée Mack's
u@e manager.

S policemanisdwarfed
d giant ball in Philly s
5D years

by these 1 ing
& sf,, honoring ;
gl as a big-leag

_tl“ﬁi “m

Nieq mlﬁi"s'mmlil inta Berljnhl‘;n conjunction with
ocenmn: Orces once the German capital is
GVHEEI;::‘:;; He added that the OWT is starting tgjcut its
ogical h';asﬁs With the aim of winding up the psycho-
Enna“p e of the European war operations after
back hg E?llﬂpﬁ:es._ Asked whether he had come
alpnis '_'“:h':} t:’ntti President RHoosevelt's cam-
] st s ; Rl
Iav 3:1"5‘11 A sl .Fltyzﬁihmﬂtd admmm.tmtnr
'spealci:mcmm of War Robert P. Patterson,
Ten Grg at cercmonies marking the completion of
ey Eﬁld. the 10,000th Thunderbolt to be turned
LT oy ]d'-‘-Pl-lbll:c Aviation's plant at Farmingdale,
y ol hﬂ group of 12,000 aircraft workers there
i Without the work of the AAF and of those who
the Pu4?s, operations in Europe would have
mi]n utterly impossible. The wreckage of German
test'yards' airfields, and supply lines, Patterson said,
ified to the Thunderbolt's effectiveness,

U P in Bath, Me., the destroyer Frank Knox, named
in honor of the late Secretary of the Navy,
Ei:h‘::tglﬁd b{fvl{nm‘il widﬂx]:lw, Mmﬁ ?{nnicnﬂ_c,&d

T reen Woods, Manchester, N.H. Ore
the ship slid down the ways, Ralph A, Bard, Under-
secretary of the Navy, read a message from Knox's
successor, James Forrestal, who was unable to
attend, The message said that in Knox ** the Navy
lﬂﬁt a fri.El'id. in the h[‘ﬂadeﬁt sense of that 'wu,r,d and
the nation one of its finest citizens. It is for this
reason that the Navy with an especial sense of pride
has named this destroyer United States Ship Frank
ﬁ"ﬂxﬂa Owver it into battle will go the flaming spirit

a happy warror."'

Obituary Section: James Ferguson, former
Governor of Texas and half of the famous political
team of Pa and Ma Ferguson, died in Austin, Tex.,
at the age of 73 after an illness of several weeks. . . .
I‘!a.n'y Chandler, 8o, publisher of Los Angeles Times,
died in Los Angeles, the . victim of "a heart
attack. . . . George O. Barnes, assistant to the
Treasurer of the U.S, since 1940, died in Washington
at the age of 65. He was a native of Bradford
County, Pa., and had been an employe of the
Treasury since 190z,

Mot that it's likely to present you with any new
targets in the immediate future, but Dr. Ira N,
Gabrielson, director of the Fish and Wildlife Service,
announced on the eve of the opening of the duck-
hunting season in the northern part of the States
that there are more migratory waterfowl now wing-
ing it down from Canada and Alaska than there have
been at any time in the last 30 years. What's more,
shooting regulations this year are more liberal than
they have been in the past 14 years. The only hitch
—a fairly important one, to be sure—is that ammuni-

_tion is somewhat limited, but even in that depart-
ment the situation is somewhat better than it was a
ear ago.
x He:i%ienu of Chicago thought they must be back
in the peacetime twenties again when a dynamite
bomb exploded in the North Side home of
William H. Johnson, superintendent of the city's
public schools, jarring the neighborhood for blocks
around and shattering scores of windows. Johnson
was cut in the right arm, while his wife and 8-year-
old daughter, Patricia, who were asleep at the time,
were uninjured. hThE bombing, ;Erhmh:i]e c:;ps ca]!.e]::l
« no amatear job,”" came as a climax to a two-week,
city-wide tumjprus over a ruling by which Johnson
had abolished the school transfer system, a ruling
that resulted in a change of schools for thousands of
5.
k“:{.m-s a Joe who's in the dough. Pvt. John Toole
Griffin, stationed at Camp Campbell, Ky., leamed
that he's to get 11/20ths of an estate va mlad at "a
million dollars or mm;.l; which m;::]IJ: by lus:El I:Etlagr.

. T. Griffin, a wholesale grocer, er, an -
'sllmijon owner, of Muskogee, Okla., who died about
a fortnight ago. 'I'i_hﬂ pﬁ?iste;; 515:2;'. Mrs. Marjory
Leake, of Dallas, Tex., e rest.

In St. Louis, CI:IBS‘IJ&IE Lake, 53-year-old former
field representative of the Rural Electrification Ad-
ministration who got canned last June, broke what
he claimed to be an 86-day fast in protest against
thell g G . Seme b e

abandoning  the n
l]:zﬂ;;,s so much agg because he wanted “to save
myself to fight further for the REA and the pro-
pgged Missouri Valley Authority and all public
power.”” Actually, for the past several weeks Lake
had been taking minor liberties with the rules of
fasting by adding fruit juices and some powdered
stuff to his water diet. His first real meal ot
ho __soup, toast, and coffee. Lake E:Eld-_ he
I:;st PE.H puunds during his fast, but, tipping thp
scales now at 174, he’s still no mere shadow gl

former self.
Taxes, it wﬂul!i seem, :
a sizeable item 1n settling the ecstate

are going to prove quite
= of the late

CATS LOYE WATER. Mrs. Fred Martini, wife
of a Bronx (N, Y.) Zoo attendant, uses a hose to
cool off three tigers she's raised from cubdom.

Edsel B. Ford, son of the man who thought up the
flivwer. A check for three million bucks was
deposited with the treasurer of Macomb County at
Mt. Clemens, Mich., in only partial payment of the
state’s inheritance tax on Ford's bequests, Another
check, said to be in the neighborhood of 15
million, was reported to have been filed with the
Collector of Internal Revenue to be applied toward
the Federal inheritance tax on Ford's estate. Both
checks were turned over by Clifford B. Longly,
attomey for Mrs, Eleanor Clay Ford, the widow.

Mrs. Maudie Joseph, 28-year-old wife of a coal
miner, died in a hospital in Harlan, Ky., as a result
of having been bitten three times by a snake at a
meeting of the Church of God, which goes in for
handling reptiles. Magistrate John Keller, of Harlan,
imposed a fine of $50 on the Rev., Willard Cress,
pastor of the church in which Mrs. Joseph was
bitten, for viclation of a 1942z Kentucky statute
which makes it a misdemeanor to fool around with
snakes in connection with a religious service,

Mme. Chiang Kai Shek, wife of China's Generalis-
gsimo, arrived in New York City from Rio de Janeiro
and went at once to the Columbia Presbyterian
Medical Center for treatment. She had been ailing
and under a doctor’s care since reaching the
Brazilian metropolis by plane from China last July.

Out in Stockton, Calif., Amos Alonzo Stagg,
veteran foothall coach of the University of Chicago
and the College of the Pacific, celebrated his golden-
wedding anniversary with his wife, Stella. They
were married back in 1894, the year Stagg went to
work at Chicago,

Sally Haines, the blonde movie comedienne,
obtained a divorce in Juarez, Mexico, from her actor-
husband, Bud Wulfe, to whom she had been married
a year. Miss Haines was formerly the wife of Bert
Wheeler, the funnyman, from whom she was divorced
in 1939.

Dinah Shore got back to New York from France,
where she sang for front-line Yanks and did a pro-
paganda broadcast aimed at their Nazi enemies across
no-man's-land. She said that in Paris three decks
of American cigarettes would get you a bottle of
Chanel No. 5, and that American troops had so much
champagne that they used it to brush their teeth,

ED-HEADED Venus RHamey, the new Miss America,

tumed down a $10.000 offer to go on the road
selling soap in department stores. Interviewed in New
York City in the celebrity suite of the Belmont Plaza
Hotel, which she was occupying rent-free with her
mother, she said she was going to hold out for a
stage career. The 1g9-year-old lovely, who neither
drinks nor smokes and refuses to give the boys a
break by wearing a sweater over her 36} -inch bosom,
explained that she could both sing and dance; more-
over, she said, her mother had named her Venus
because it might come in handy on the stage, so
she couldn't see any reason for wasting her talents
peddling soap. “'If I don’t get a stage career, I want
to get married,”” Miss Ramey declared. "'That’s why
I'm not the gift to the wolves some of the boys would
like me to be. There hasn't been a Miss America
since 1038 who got married-and I want to break that
jinx.'* Miss Ramey wears rayon stockings and doesn't
bother her pretty head about nylons, Why? Be.
cause, as she says, "it isn't the stocking, it's the leg
that's in it."" Who said beauty and bmins don’t
mix?
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Mail Call

Hurry ! Hurry ! Hurry !

Dear Yank,
As members of an organization which has made
Hitler's * supermen " holler Keamerad in  many

sectors of France, we don't think that Yawx will
think we are bein% too optimistic when we tell you
of the ** Victory Pool ™ we have originated in our
company,

We've pooled one hundred dollars within the
company and, by drawing lots, each man has a
ticket which entitles him to one third of the total
pool, should his stub hold the eventful date of the
** krauts " total defeat. We agreed that the con-
fidence in American fighting spirit and our leaders’
strategic planning, which we have built up through
our own experiences, was sufficient to limit the pool
to the short life of one month. By October jth we
expect three members of our fighting ** Able Com-
pany ‘' to be using this dough to celebrate the big
oCcasion.

Incidentally, it was brought up that perhaps a
character such as Hitler wouldn't have the foresight
to realize he'd made a mistake, even if our dough-
boys were in the strects of Berlin, so what do,we do
with the hundred after October 7th? That's where
Yaxk comes in.  In the event that this should
happen, we are going to forward the dough to you
with a uest that you turn it over to our friends
the American Red Crozs. Not that we're against
donations to that helpful organization, bot we're
quite certain that this century note will be used by
our own boys at the specified date.

We'll inform you of the winners—soon, we hope.

Co, A, 13dth Infantry
France.

OCS in U.5., TS in ETO
IDear Yank, :

In a recent iseue of Stars and Stripes there was an
announcement to the effect that " within the next
vight months the War Department would begin
accepting candidates for Medical Administrative
Corps, OC5.""

Immediately our Brigade sent out a TWX asking
for a guota, and entirely on their own, over fifty
enlisted men having read the Stars and Stripes,
being qualified by AGCT, education, Army training,
and expericdce under enemy fire in combat, sub-
mitted applications for appointment to OC5 in the
Medical Administrative Corps.

Finally a reply to the TWX arrived. There would
be no quota allotted in the ETO,

The inference then is that the required number
of candidates will be drawn from Induction Centers
or Army Camps in the States from among men just
completing ** basic *' training,

MNow invariably Commanding Officers of units
having been in action against the enemy, have stated
that fiﬂj’ would prefer having men under their com-
mand who had received battlefield commissions;
enlisted men who had received their baptism of
enemy fire rather than officers from OCS, who prior

" to entering OCS usually had only *° basic ** to their
credit.

Graduates of OCS have eertainly made a name for
themselves in every field of endeavor in the Army.
Their deeds stand by themselves, However, it
would seem that soldiers who, while undergoing

enemy fire, display exceptional calmness, outstand-
ing leadership, gallantry in action against the
enemy, and meritorions achievement n the
accomplishment of their missions in accordance with
the highest standards of the military service, in
addition to their academic and other Army qualifica-
tions, ought to be given some consideration in the
matter of commissions. Unfortunately, battlefield

romotions can unly be made when VACancies exist
in a4 man's own unit, Try getting a promotion on
the battlefield for a vacancy which exists in some
other unit!

We ackoowledge that there was a time when the
Army did not have a sufficient number of trained,
qualified soldiers from which to draw its OCS
candidates or give direct commissions to, but that

. condition does not exist today,

1= there anything that cin be done for the forgotten

‘GlIs over here?
INYASION HAPPY MEDICS

France.

Fortunes of War
®, ;

lﬁrﬁrﬂ‘;";ﬂa little gripe that has been bothering me
far a while now, and, figuring your Mail Call makes
as good a chaplain’s assistant as anything, 1 think
I'll relieve my weary soul by dropping you this note:

1t concerns prisoners of war, ‘or I should perhaps
say ex-prisoners, for the men of whom 1 speak now
have the title, I believe, of co-belligerents, being
Ttalians, Mot far from our camp is a camp for these

-

people.  We are, at Eresent. and as we have been
doing for seven months, living in tents with canvas
cots, no electricity, and only a couple of Nissen huts
available for Headquarters. Now, none of the men
or officers in the organization have ever complained,
even tho until just recently we've always been at least
four miles from the nearest town and often further,
But, in this co-belligerent camp a mile or so away,
we see those men living in Nissen huts with steel
beds and springs, electricity, and ** all the comforts
of home."" To some of us here who fought these
same lads in Africa it is rather distressing (to say
the least!) to now see those same men living better
than we. Not that T expect anything to be done
about it, but just expressing a personal opinion
which I've heard bolstered by men anid officers alike,

Lt KEWHETH E. SEMH
Britain.

Give ‘'em a Chance
Diear Yaxk,

Since the essential war industries back home are
curtailed and are starting to make peacetime goods
wouldn't it be a good time to draft the fellows
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; did not apply to nurses in my opinion,

between 18 and 38 who were deferred for occupational
reasons?  Let them take over the jobs of the G Joes
in the States and ship the fellows in the States out |
to-relieve men who have points enough to go home
when the time comes, Alter a'll.tf.hc t_mﬁs golmg hﬁrmc
would have an easier time getting jobs when they
are discharged, and it would bring “CIVILIANS

in essential war work to realize that even if there
is fio combat, being away {rom the things you love
is tougher than reading about it

" FATHER TIME"
P.5—1 have 3 children. Ages 12, 11 and 7.

Brilain,

More Hospital-ity ?
Drear Yasw,

I have just read the letter from the nineteen nurses
in your recent issue. They ask for the privilege of
associating with enlisted men. 1 am in complete
agreement with them and should wnderstand theic
situation because I have been in the medical dept.
for five years. I have seen our own CO give nurses
a special pass to be seen on the street with enlisted
men who were their own relatives,

There are plenty of nurses in this station hospital
who prefer enlisted men for dates but don’t dare 1o
be seen with them. In this hospital it would be very
easy to keep nurses and men who were more than
friendly wnrkinﬁ on different wards so that discipline
would not be affected,

The regulation which prohibits EMs and Officers
from having social connections was written for male
officers and applied to nurses too when the ANC was
expanding during the early days of the war. But in
104z & W.D. Cir, came out which made it lawiul
for nurses to marry. From then on that regulation
If it did
continue to apply to members of the ANC it would
mean that-nurses would have to marry officers or
civilians, Isthe army going to say whom a nurse can
marry ? X

Please don't think I am speaking for myself as
much as I am for others. You zec, I'm a married
man with a son two years old. Butl this subject
presents a problem for single persons over here and
a solution should be found at once,

Ty M[Sgt, M. D. VAM ALLEN
Britain.

Dear Yax, '
We remove our hats in respect, admiration and
commendation to the nineteen (10) young ladies of
the ANC. We are all EMs, with varions professional
backgrounds.  (Lawyers, pharmacists; business
executives and the wrter of this letter, a former |
nEwWspaperman.) g
We are aware of-the fact that an-officer is required
to be a gentleman, However, there is nothing that
says a gentleman must be an officer,
. Then why in the world must two people who are |
in love have to undergo such humiliation and criti-
cism, because of difference in grades? There are
many who are going to be rudely awakened to the
fact that soine brass that they are married to are

very unimportant people when thi . !
they begin to face realities, i mess is over and

Britain, THE SEVEN “GEHTLEMEN"

Dear Yang,
As a medical soldier T hay
have the utmost sympath

Lor}:ctl:l:o:‘lum?l' h\::louaohje?ted to miatﬁngpwlti‘:

; Te R lot of Air Force and nther
ﬁﬂﬂ?ﬁ. ; ufefmﬁggg and single who yearn l}urnt nl;e
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nn“lj‘hgn“ won't be disa ]g:!::l::-h. SRy
uctsllsla;u:ii:t%?gﬁ:s tlﬁsr and enlisted social con-
SR army began back in 1775, J

o to keep the enli
apple-polishing and the ofhcer from ‘Elrmé“ﬂ'i‘;




free ‘people will rise to defend their rights, (d)
explaining to them the reasons that tyranny is
not a match for the will to be free, (o) destroy-
ing every piece of Mazi literature, in fact ever
vestige of Nazism and Prussian Militarism, (f)
letting no German or Jap soldier be left in
possession of a medal that has been given him
in this war, nor receive any benefits or a com-
Rensatinn for his war services.
nd last, but not least, make certain of these
two things. That we teach them the advan-
tages, and responsibilitics of self-government.
And that we prove to them beyond all doubt
that we are enemies of tyranny, but friends of
all who will stand for ireedom and decency.
But do not leave them to govern themselves
until they prove able to withstand any attempt
to drag them back under the power of tyranny
and military imperialism,
3 Pyt WILLIAM BRUCE
Britain, .

Glory for Grease
Dear Yank,

. After reading about decorations galore for all sorts
of accomplishments—expert badges of all kinds—
I"ve decided to do something for that sorely neglected
GI private the KP Joe. I've designed a medal and

z Hsﬂf,

fellows—remember the old days when we all marched like this?*

rank on an enlisted man at social functions, an -
shining him with the enlisted man's women. —

The fact that you will be allowed a pasz to
assuciafe with brother, fiancée or husband is a proof
that the rule is not arbitrary, and should not be
regarded as humiliating.

Britain.

Dear ¥Wank,

The nineteen nurses who would rather aESDCiEtL‘,
socially, with enlisted men instead of officers have a
point—I more than agree, inasmuch as it works both
ways, Since I am married, but neither middle-aged
nior with a family, this letter is by no means the result
of an inferiority complex occasioned by their
astounding revelations that male officers leave some-
thing to be desired as companions. Tsk Tsk. I sup-

" pose it would be merely sour grapes if T suggested
that I have been to wvarious and sundry social
occasions with nurses, some of whom didn't exactly
set the world on fire either. 3 \

Anyhow T should like to make a deal with them:
Let them fraternize with the enlisted men and let
us fraternize with the enlisted WACs. Fair enough?
I'm afraid we would be getting the better of the deal,
but perhaps we could figure out some sort of bonus
we could give to the EM in order to even things up.

I have nothing but the utmost respect for the Army
Murse Corps and I am fully aware of the wonderful
job they are doing, but we aren’t discussing ]nb5-1
social activity is the subject at hand, and an ﬁngfa;
of Mercy isn't necessarily the perfect companion off-
duty any more than is the skilled surgeon who is

* middle-aged, married, Etﬂl?tﬂ'l'“-lmr FITZPATRICK, Tst LE.

Ti3 THEODORE J. JEWSEM

Thirsty—for Info.

Dear Yank, hruo their
The British thru Ep platoon by

.au of Current
Bure platoon sys-

i § .z.e = T -1
gﬁ;ﬁc h:;;e oirgt‘ll:;l good old-fashioned “ Bull Ses-

ine interest in the

i £ (:Is have a geouine In ; R

mﬂliine'!-‘n‘:'m'nlt h?:'ﬂc&;:t ::ampaign. about pIanf'- trlﬁ:r:fiug i
or peacso demobilization, etc., and are

Eomnation . i ted learning about that

It iz about fime we :t*;aarrted putting into practice

L 3 = e d r :
sug:;-u ::;‘.I tﬁ:g:rtsﬂghi: that we are fghting for.

good start would be by getting some free discussion
and more information with a little organized help
[1_'nrn the Army. If the English can put it into prac-
tice then so can we,

Britain. kil

“Army Talks" are prepared weekly by the Army
cation Branch to supply b:-:l:;rmm; qu discussion

They Started Iy

Dear Yawnk,

We have been sweating it out over here in France
since D-plus but it seems that every time we venture
out of our foxholes to talk things over, an argument
ensues. So how about settling this question for us?
Dvd Germany and Italy declare war on us befo
we declared war on them or not? i

We read Yank every week and like it very much.
Keep up thergood work,

By the way, Ed., make sure this answer is official
because there are a lot of francs at stake.

Ind Plat.
France.

[Okay, this Is official from “The War in Outline,"
prepared by the War Department.

1At the very moment the [apanese envoys were
closeted with the American Secretary of State (Sun-
day, Dec. 7, 1941), Japan was committing an act of
war without warning. It was the tenth such action
on the part of an Axis power.

“Simultaneous attacks were delivered by Japanese
forces against Malaya, Hong Kong, Guam, the Phil-
ippines, Wake and Midway, and upon the Hawalian
Islands. 3

« The carefully planned attack on the last named
point was d'.eilva]:ud at T:55 a.m. Honolulu time, 1:15
p.m. EST.

= After the event Japan formally declared war upon
the United States at 9 p.m. EST, Dec. T, 1941.

uThere followed In due consequence :

"], Thurumud States Declaration of War on Japan,
D'f‘.‘ ‘i'l:n"é;n':uum of War upon the United States
by Japan’s allies (Germany and ltaly), and the United

States Declaration of War upon them on Dec. 11,
1941.—Ed.]

After Victory ...
Dear Yank,

I suggest t
Germans and Japanese:

them. i
; Jt:;{f:ihﬂn know they are defeated by parading

in battledress, but unarmed and under

m:‘ir:dll‘_}unrr_l through their own cities. _Also

parade our own {Allied) soldiers in ordinary

military fashion through their cities, 2
Makoe {?;:-m know why they were defeated, an

" thereby defeat their will to make war, and also

make them think twice before they follow any-

o blindly as they have followed Hitler by

o hem the falsehood of the Nazi

ing to t ;
gfr?:ﬁsﬁndﬁ. (b) enlightening them as to how

isi E i the
i as misinformed 1th1.m concerning
J]f!f]llt:]:sr imeu. {¢) teaching them the reasons

he following as treatment for the

EXPERT KP MEDAL

am hereby submitting the design to you. Some of

E:ec boys suggest I also send the design to the War

Maybe this will make us KP bait feel better—
maybe no increase in pay—but the honor! Who can
tell? Maybe it will lead to other decorntions! The
Why, the field's

Gold Brick First Class, etc.
untouched ! ;
Yours for bigger and better KPeers..

Britain,

Pic. ARTHUR KIRSCH

YANK'S AFN

Radio Guide

Highlights for the week of Oct. 1

SUNDAY 2135~-GUY LOMBARDO®~The Royal

Canadizns play Musical Autegraphs for
the forces. Haw lunes and old in the
famillar Lombardo Styling,

1TI5-MUSIC BY HARRY JAMES®—A
half hour with Harry's band and that
sensationsl trumpet.

2135 —DIHAH SHORE SHOW®—The
Dizie Diva's own program with
Comadisn Wally Brown. Music by
Bobby Dolan's Ovchestra.

21 05—CARMIVALOF MUSIC*—Mode
wEnuEsan infarpralalions by Marton Ewrd‘r:
stra with Alsc Tampleton at

MONDAY
TUESDAY

1905=CROSBY -MUSIC HALL*—Bing's
pregram  of wvariety featuring John
Scolt Trotter's Music, tha Musle Maids
mnd guasts,

1935 =800 CROSBY SHOW®—Tha
younger of the Croaby brothars in his
own program.  Les Tramayne and
Shirley. Mitchall keep the fun going,
1330-YAHK'S RADIO WEEKLY.
2030-COMMARD PERFORMANCE*—
The stars bring you the AEFs own
program. Haw fima for cne of your
favorite lantures,

. HEWS EVERY HOUR ON THE HOUR

* Also heard over the Allled Expeditionary
Forces Program.

AFHM in Britaln on your dial:
1375 ke, 1402 ke. 1411 ke, 1420ke. 1447 ke,
218.1m. 213.9m. 21Z26m. 211.3m. 207.3 m.

AEF on your dlal:
583 ke.

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

S14 m.
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or the Lhreuh weeks the Stjgn;.l
orked on this assignment, they ¢, i

fnu\: railway cars shunted onto a siding Th';idl ;::
miles from the mountain’s base. Three of 41y, car

were used for sleeping, the fourth ag 5 Mése hu1|3

Breaklast over Ihcfm‘c dugl;.-uuk‘ the mer,
-wnuld huﬂd]l" up in H]pﬂf:ﬂ—]mufj pﬂrkﬂﬁ.r lgad
their equipment and start by rail for \pe b
of the mountain aboard little Eds-engineg o
called speeders, At first 1th-;.- carburetarg frais
hecause of condensation in the gas lines: thea
the men found they could prevent this by hold.
ing lighted signal flares against the carbureqqrg,

At times storms piled snow over the tracks
three to four feet deep for several hundred. yap i
Once the men hit a drift and, after shoveling 1oy
three hours, had to give up and head back g,
camp. The snow was 50 thick and the rogr of
the wind so great that No one saw or heard g
snow plow coming until ﬂ. smashed inty their
speeder. Sgl Walter MeKinney of Cim‘immu_
Ohio, was thrown 30 [cet’ through the ajy and
landed in a snowdrift with' a broken leg,

After all the equipment had been hauled to
the mountaintop,” a detail under T/Sgt. Geralg
MeCarthy of Rochester, N. Y., remained to set up
an installation. Returning from a trip down the
mountain for additional parts, Ple, Robert Malloy

Cof Whitestone, N. Y., and T-5 James Jasperse of
Grand Rapids, Mich., were about a mile from the
installation when they were suddenly enveloped
in a swirling storm that quickly covercd the trail,

Afraid that they would walk off the edge of
a cliff if they kept going, Malloy and Jasperse
huddled together behind a rock to wail out the
storm. During the night their Newfoundland dog
got back to the installation: at dawn scarching
partics went out. One found Malloy working his
way around the mountain’s crest, suffering from
shock and exposure. He led them to the rock
where he had taken shelter, Jasperse was dead.

Corps Crew

b A F R
A fierce wind beots against these linemen os they saw the end off a pole,
ene of many the crew set up along the trail running up the mountain,
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Three of these railrood cars were used as borracks and the fourth as o
mess. They were porked en a siding 11 miles from the mountain’s base,

7 .
o B
H \
i >
fow hir this speederduring a blinding storm, scattering riders and Posed on a pale are {tap, I. to r.): Pvl. Clarence Hirper
A snow P a;v‘r 50 feet. No one wos killed, but one man's leg was broken. Gilmartin; (bottem, [, fo r.); Cpl. Rebert Harris I
. ‘

BN Es (NT-TOTy L}f | \‘_r_ E D S TAT

Cpl. Elmer Schwanke, T-5 Michar
Cpl. Robert Bishing, 5/5g1. James Fosts




EDNA HINDIE, Armenian: They BARBARA CHARALAMBOUS
think toe much of themselves and brog Greek: | don't know. I'm afraid to
toe much. But | like them, elss | go out with them. They
wouldn't go out with them as | do. : like toa much to be noughty.

ANNE FAMNING, Irish: They are
notl afraid te do or soy what
they think. If they want something
they go out after it. | should know!

MARGARET YAZBEK, Syrian: They
walk ond talk like free people.
Mot mony do that any more. They
are serious al work; very good dit pla

AZIZA SHOUKRY, Egyptian: They .
ore very natural and probobly would |

be fun 1o go out with, but | am
Moslem and it's ogainst aur custom.

QUEENIE O'HANIAN, Armenian:

They're always well drassad; that's

all 1 can say, except my mother
don’t like for me to go ocut much.




"AFTER TWO YEARS' SEA DUTY, THE CIVILIANS SURE DO BEGIN TO LOOK

QUEER TO A FELLOW.” ;
=Leo Tehaliz, RM, 1fc

on _I,h'"{ f.)fxr.ﬂ’f
"l SAID HAVEN'T YOU EVER DUG A STRADDLE TRENMCH BEFORE

'AT EASE! PIPE DOWN! IF YOU GUYS WILL SHUT UP FOR A FEW

MIMUTES MI55 HART WILL ENTERTAIN YOU. o Py

"WELL, | HOPE HUMPHREY BOGART DOESN'T GET INTO THIS THING."
=Pvt, John Bryson




