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Floods and a German counteroffensive

sluwgd things down, but the

Americans bided their time and finally

slugged acrosg the turbulent Roer

River to take this gateway to the
Cologne Plain,

By Sgt. ED CUNNINGHAM
YANK Staff Correspondent

UREN, GERMANY—This is 5 city that lived on
hq_:rrr.u.vﬂi time for three months. Tis first brosh

with doom came Jast November, when Ameri-

Lan troops drove to the west bank of the Roer River,
Just 40 yards away. Already shattered by Allied air
attacks, Du e 4D iMportant city in the road net
lgarlmg to the Cologne Plain, looked like 2 COompara-
in:'t_— pushover for the hard. ril'iving First Army forces.
Those 40 yards were a slim Iease op life, but they
were sufficient for the time being, thanks to the dam
system which regulated the fow of water, The dams
controlled 160-million cubic feet of water and the
Germans controlled the dams. By blowing the two
main dams, Schwammanauel and Urftalsperre, the
Germans could inundate the river valley and trapP
any Allied troops 4 ttempting to cross the RETH;
Duren could not be taken until the dams were Ld-!::i
tured or neutralized. So First Army units "‘“m'kf'. :
toward Schmidt, the key to the defenses of the wate !3
threat which the Nazis held over us, ~_”“'l this in 1'!'" 'z
stayed the threat which we held over Duren rmnilr];ﬁ
second reprieve came in mid-December, when v
Rundstedt's forces crashed through the Ardennes:
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AM INFANTRY PATROL OF THE 8TH DIVISION EDGES
FORWARD THROUGH DUREN UNDER ENEMY ARTILLERY FIRE.

The Drive on Duren

[t was not until late in January, when the German
counter-offensive had been rolled back beyond
Belgium's border, that we could resume the push
toward the dam sites,

Troops of the First Army took Schmidt on
February 8 and moved on towards Schwammanaue]
Dam. Two :Iays later, before we could reach the
dam, the Germans opened the flood gates and blew
the control gates. Roaring waters rushed west to-
ward Diuren, raising the river level eight feet, fload-
ing the lowlands, and doubling the speed of the
current,  An assault crossing under such conditions
was all but impossible, so the First and Ninth
Armies had to sit back and wait for the flood level to
sibside.

But Duren couldn’t foul off good ones forever.
Tts third strike was called on February 23, when the
First Army's 8th and 1o4th [:_l:vemuns_u.r-:rum] up
and laid one right down the midgdle. Duren went
down swinging, Here is how if happeutdl _

Company "K" of the _531']1 Infaniry, B8th
Division, had chow at midmight, It was .:-.Ll:a];,
Cotatoes, bread, butter and coffee and doughnuts.
f-l““u- of the men ate it while standing around in the
—ud and rubble of the skeletonized _vi.ll_;:gi.' of
Curzenich, Others carried it back to their billets in

THIS SHARPSHOOTER COVERS A FORWARD AREA FACING DUREN,
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THIS MINE-SWEEPING PATROL OF THE BTH DIVISION ADVAMCES AHEAD OF INFAMTRY UMITS TO SWEER A 5
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THROUGH THE RUBEBLE THAT WAS OMCE DUREMN. THE CITY WAS CLEARED OF EMEMY FORCES FED. 15, 1949,

the cellars, where they could eat in comparative
comfort. There was still an hour to wait before
moving out for the battalion assembly area on the
west bank of the Hoer, opposite the city of Duren.

“ That was a pretty good meal,” one “K " Com-
pany man remarked as be came back for seconds
on the coffee.

" It ought to be,"" somebody in the mess line said.
*“If those motors break down tonight, we'll have to
paddle across that damned river, and we'll need
plenty of energy. The Army's got that angle figured
out. What else do you think they're feeding us
steak for? ™'

As they got their chow, some members of the
assault teams were giving the cooks a few last-minute
instructions.

" Don't make the coffee too sweet tomorrow morn-
ing,"" one said. " And let's have some sunny-side-ups
for a change,’’ another man suggested. “ Stop beat-
ing the hell out of the eggs and serve them op the
way the hens lay them,'"

* You guys will be Incky if those Krauts give you
time enough to eat D-rations, let alone hot food,”’
one of the cooks replied. A couple of rounds of Jerry
artillery landed on the other side of the village,
rattling the already tottering walls of Gurzenich's
shattered houses,

" The Jerries must be getting nervous,” said seme-
baody.

Inside one of the shattered hooses, the second
platoon of ™ K" was waiting for o1oo. T /Sgt. John

i

pBEEORE THE ENGINEIRS COULD CONSTRUCT THE DRIDGES THAT CARRIED HEAVY Equip
RUDBER PONTOONS HAD TO BE BROUGHT UP FROM THE REAR. HERE THE DRIVERS &

Demeduk, a platoon sergeant from Ramsey, N. I
and the platoon leader, a second lieutenant, were
testing the release wvalves on their lifebelts, Pyt
Francis (" Doc ") Marone, a platoon medic from the
Bronx, was stretched out on a Jerty  mattress

on the floor whistling, I'tl Walk Alone. ” Several of |
us were sitting around smoking,
T/Sgt. Edward Kuiken of Fairlawn, N, I.. a

mortar platoon sergeant, came in.
and able? "' he asked,

" Ready and able, anyhow,” someone answered
him.

“Say, E-:I.“r the lieutenant said to Kuiken * 1
figure we're going to run into trouble at the corner
u: that Ef_:aﬂshPala_at,' The Jerries probably have g
strong point there., So be ready to la i .
if we need help, " - it

“¥ou let me know when you want it ; '
Elash:r the hell out of them,"" Kuiken a.:mm:gdhil:-r:l

Well,"" he continued, “guess I'd better shove, It's
ten of. Take it easy, you guys, and good luclk. "

He turned to the lieutenant and put out his hang.

" Ready, waiting

*“Good luck, Johnmy—I mean lieutenant, Hell, I
ker forgetting vou're an officer now."’ :
"Don’t let it bother you," the lieutenant said,

*Good luck, Ed. See you over there,"*

Kmxl;-:«: and the lientenant were old ‘K Com
pany men. They'd joined it together back ;
as privates, at Fort Jackson, 5. C. Both werp
sergeants when the Sth Division came to

in 1941,
platoon
France,

-

PAENT Across py

E ROE
RE ABOUT 1g o OFR. THE Huge

GIN THE Last yan

- a last announcement,

Johnny got a battlefield commission for leadership
at Brest when his platoon leader was injured and he
had to take over., He also got wounds there that
hospitalized him for four months. He had rejoined
the company two weeks ago and tonight would be his
first action as an officer,

It was cos5. The licutenant said, “ Let's hit it."”
The platoon moved out onto the moonlit main street
of the German village.

As they were falling in with the 1st and 3rd
platoons, Doc Marone said, * Take it easy with the
grenades on those Jerry cellars, That's where they
keep the cognac, '’ !

Another voice in the darkness said, “I'd like a
three-day pass, starting immediately."’

" Okay, you got it,"” the lieutenant said. * Only
it's made out to Duren.”’ . i

. "1If the Jerries knew what I know,'’ a man in the
front ranks said, " they’d be heading back to Berlin
right now."'

“Yeah," a guy behind him said, * and maybe if
you knew what the Jerries know you'd be heading
biack to Indiana.'”

The lieutenant interrupted the bantering to make
“When we get down to
Boulevard we'll stop behind the building and get
some distance betwesn us, Keep about 10 yards
behind the man in front of vou. The Germans are
liable to spot us, so kevp separated.  All right, it's
o100, Let's go,"”

As they moved off in single file on each side of
the rubble-heaped street, one optimist said, " Hell
thE war might be all over tomorrow., '’

Tg;m;;d Sf:mcbudy replied.  * All over Durenl.
sty 8 Platoon stopped momentarily as the

ng right onto 88 Boulevard and lengthened theil

%ﬁi?mr Then they continued on toward the Roer

HE artillery began at o245, F ttalions of 1t
TF“‘D lights and two mu:ll:fm'. ::Irrvx shell-encas:
notices of eviction to the ticfunden'r of Durels
The shells fell first on the past bank of the Roer, the®
u;:lthn: waterfront buildings, then eastward towar¢
zthcenler of the city so that all Duren would kno%
that the mortgage on this part of Hitler's Reich Wa%

E:,Iu:rg foreclosed as of tonight,
i hen the artillery lifteq at 0330, the Infanty
ved off the west bank of the Roer to enfor

DU-TE-'[] 'g cv.“:tiﬂl'l & oo
notice. Dauble ats, driv

by 50-horsepower gut ouble assault boa t©
t

: board motors, were suppos
::l;r}].; o Infantr}- across the treacherous curred
duﬁn?e:_:f: Tht: motors were to have been warmed uf;
their i, Artillery preparation which would €0V€ =
s noise until the very minute before theit de-
f}?u Il:'gntﬂut most of the motors failed to start.
this +r} ;3". who were supposed to be passenger i
onl thP' inished working their own way as ust2”
wélr1'n=_- Ef_.t'me it was by paddling instead of walkiné:
Tman mortar and artillery fire was 2 ‘L'Er’
: * Roer where the 13th Infaf™ 4
the gwi I_E ready to work its own passage :u:t":'-d
lieut TUNE,  4o0-yard-wide river The SL"{DH
F:l.l:;]'l enant of g COIDpan:.r whn- was going into
gﬁtﬁ? hﬂiﬁ Ian officer for the first time, never E""‘f‘
0at. A mortar burst that landed five 10
:‘“Ck!ﬁd him out and t:*T-iilIi"'-'“'a,.}'.l!'1e
licutenant 000 sergeant, - Demedok.
Was returned to the hospital, this 8%

f;::f:::ggg f]r;m toncussion and possible inte he
platoon | Medule was able to stay wit y

H_!ut. becays, of his temporary diﬂhllﬂ};
- Harry B, Laws, Jr. of Syracuse, N. Yo foa

OVET a3 nlat, T il
15t Lt, !E;r:{:il%?l'[gm"t for the aseanlt. I"“"'l"'whll-d

his E‘“n[_mn " L..imk of Batavia, N. Y., had ]ﬂr; i
bank of the}rl " assault team on the enemy=" as
a Jerry m; h‘{ner, Less than 5o yards away oy

Achinegun that Was Spraying ather zt&:mﬂt
S-To8s, all of which were having grl-:ui
-!l:slr.'g top side up in the rushing o ¢ of
Meadvill Pamn].lan Tiver. BSgt, Bertram Wes iy
tr{ln‘:h?g .H.]'Id it Crﬂ.wlel lll'.l th.l._" bank into the jil"rI":;
nest. He tlmzﬂ‘dr his way around behind 82 g
three-man cre * Brenade into the hole, 04 “uﬂif‘

4 Bire: W TWo Of the Terries tred O
lnéﬁi.:lhfé}l[{ lfn.:mw*,;t killed t:ngl:-ﬂiil IELT;‘-“HLM[I%:;].
1713.'1“. t-ti“(_!d= {'htrit.- Rﬂ:"’ Adamson of King -I'f?"

surrendered., e
Pic, Anthony Woody w

Just as it was aho
caught it and carppd it
tor the shore g

and another g

An¥
as in the “K" L'”“]I.];t.’n'i
ut to beach, the -‘:l::1 ed

away. The meft JRE

d seven of them made it, but bl e
As they w ldier were shanghaied by ﬂ-.v_f"
;1'4- : BY were Swept ]l:'l[]l:'ﬁsl}- downstream, a'ls
Hachinegun sprayed them relentlessly.
COmpanion was killed, y it
‘-.’n,rnyﬁril!ﬁ’i”ﬂ the branches of an averhanging i1[:11'
oody” fnally  succeeded in getting back ¥
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T/SGT. JOHN DEMEDUN WAS TEMPORARILY
DEAFENID BY A SHELL-BURST ONLY FIVE
FEET FROM THE BOAT HE WAS DOARDING.

et F o B

boat, only to find his haven was directly in front
of another enemy machinegun crew, which captured
him. As American troops gradually forced the
Germans to retreat, Woody was moved from one
house to another by his captors. Late the next
afternoon they ordered him to load a wounded
German soldier on a wagon preparatory to the
evacuation of that part of the town. Just then,
a platoon of 1o4th Division men attacked the area,
They shot the horse and driver of the wagon and
liberated Woody after 15 hours of captivity.

Woody, who ran i barber shop in Afton, Okla.,
before the Army made him a rifleman, has only a
skinned ear to show for his experience. That’s where
an MG bullet grazed him while he was in the boatr
His buddies in Company "K'’ claim that that's one
for the books—when a barber gets an ear-clipping
job for himself.

The current of the Roer proved disastrous
to the river-crossings at other points, as well,
Boats were swept downstream, where they
crashed into the pilings of a knocked-out bridge
that once connected Duren with the west bank of
the Roer. Many of the occopants were drowned.
Many others, who escaped, were wounded by enemy
fire or suffered from exhaustion which prevented
their immediate return to duty, despite the critical
need for infantrymen to hold the small bridgehead
which had been established by “I" and “"K'' Com-
panies of the 13th,

Meanwhile, the Germans, profiting from their
well-prepared positions, hung a curtain of mortar,
artillery and MG fire on the river.

At daylight, the concentration was so intense that
it was all but impossible to get more troops across.
Two flying ferries which the engineers managed to
get into operation were knocked out in less than an
hour; the footbridges suffered the same fate. One

o

o A

THESE THREE BTH DIVISION MEN (L. TO R.J.5GT. BERTRAM WEST, 5/5GT. LEE
SMITH AND PFC. RAY ADAMSOM, WIPED OUT TWO MACHINEGUM MHESTS
WITHIN A FEW MIMUTES AFTER HITTIMG THE EAST BAMK OF THE RIVER.

commander was killed by artillery fire late in the
afternoon after he hdd been twice wounded by
mortar fire and had refused to be evacuated. Several
engineers were also killed as they tried vainly to get
bridges across,

@ ¥ the city of Daren, “I'" and “'K’' Companies
Iwnn: fighting savagely against overwhelming odds.
Forced, when their companion units were unable to
cross the Roer, to carry the load of what was to
have been an entire regimental attack, these two
companies held out against repeated German
counterattacks and continued to advance slowly in
the city. At 2eoo0, after 14 hours of fighting
practically on their own, the two units of the 3rd
Battalion finally received some aid when other com-
panies got across on two newly-established flying
ferrics. Next morning a bridge was built on the
pilings of Duren’s former one and reinforcements
poured in to help “1" and “K" Companies enforce
the eviction of all Germans from the city.

At ofoo on February 23, the 3rd Battalion of
the 13th Regiment reached*its final objective two-
and-a-half miles east of the river. Duren, which had

THIS IS5 THE STATUE OF

BISMARCH, ABOUT THE

oMLY THING LEFT UP-

RIGHT BN DUREM, AND
IT 15 DAMAGED.

‘ment

LT, MARTIN MOCK |[RIGHT], FIRST "K' COMPANY MAN
ACROSS THE ROER, CHATE WITH PFC. ANTRONY WOOQDY,
WHO WAS HELD BY THE GERMAMNS FOR 13 HOURS,

lived on borrowed time for three months, had fallen
in less than three days.

Duren, queen city of the Roer, is nothing more
than a heap of rubble today. Only four civilian
residents of the city’s population of 30,000 remained
to see the monument to Germany's dream of
conguest shattered.

Oddly enough, one of the few relatively intact
structures in the city is the 25-foot monument to
Bismarclk, Germany's empire-builder of former days.
It stands in the middle of a square whose surround-
ing buildings have been reduced to rubble. In his
left hand is his sword, symbol of the power he
wielded over Germany's neighbors. In his right is
a scroll bearing the inscription: “"Versailles, 18
January, 871."" That was the date of the restora-
tion of the German empire at France's expense,

But the Americans have made two modifications
in the statue of Bismarck, neither of which would be
appreciated by the sculptor or the people of Duren
who, as the tablet says, * caused it to be erected in
of the eminent Reich chancellor.” Draped
over his left shoulder and resting between the thumb
and forefinger with which he is grasping his sword
is a strand of U. S, Army Signal Corps’ telephone
wire, strung up by some GI who figured it was the
only convenient substitute for a telephone pole in an
otherwise flattened area.

Another modification is a hole, about the size of
a silver dollar, made by a shell which pierced the
scroll in Bismarck's right hand, cutting off the top
of the " V" in Versailles. But the American modifi-
cation of Germany's 1g9th-Cenfury empire-builder
didn’t stop there. With true poetic justice the shell
continued on through the tail of Bismarck's knee-
length military coat and lodged on the very spot
where many of the people who were empire-ized
would often have liked to ram it.
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PEOPLE ON THE HOME FRONT

Kathleen Winsor

By Cpl. HYMAN GOLDBERG
YANK Staff Writer

ATHLEEN Winsor may not be the best writer
K in the world, as some literary critics have

zaid, but none of them has denied that
she's the prettiest.

Miss Winsor—that's her maiden name—is the
author of “Forever Amber,” a historical novel
about a young girl laid in the Restoration period
of England, during the years 1660 to 1670.

Publication of the book has brought forth more
discussion than any other recent novel, and Miss
Winsor, who photographs exceedingly well. as
any fool can plainly see, has become a very
famous lady on the home front.

Some of the critics were fairly gentle with

“Forever Amber,” but others emphatically didn't

like it, as will be seen from the following
reviews: :

In the Wew York Herald Tribune, Bernard
de Voto, a former Harvard [aculty man, said:
“With the War Production Board ordering an-
other cut in paper, I vote for the World Al-
manac.”

Time said: “Many rcaders will never finish so
dull a book.”

And the New Yorker magazine observed: “Her
characters talk about as interestingly as brokers
on the 8:19 from White Plains.™”

Well, if that's so, then those brokers who
commute from White Plains are pretty hot stuff,
and some weird things are happening on the old
New York Central these days, because listen to
what one of the heroine's lovers says to her:
“Plpase, darling—don’t be angry. I'm in love
with you. I swear I am. I want you. I've got to
have you!” i

And Miss Winsor, describing this stirring scene
in the novel, writes: “His fingers cut into her
shoulders and his voice in her ear was hoarse
with intensity.” ‘

Then this wolf gives oul with the pay-off sales
talk like this: “Please, Amber, I won't hurt you
— I won't let anything happen—come here™

But let us draw a curtain on Amber and this
guy with the hoarse voice and go back to h'jiss
Winsor, in whose pretty little head all this first
took place.

She doesn’t seem to mind too much what the

critics have said. It isn't any wonder that she
has the attitude that “sticks and stones may break
my bones, but names will never hurt me.” Her
publishers, Macmillan, who also sponsored “Gone
With the Wind” and “The Oxford Book of Eng-
ish Verse," have already sold well over 400,000
copies of the book—at %3 a mpy—an_d 20th Cen-
tury-Fox, the movie company, has paid her $200,-
000 for the screen rights.

“Forever Amber” is Miss Winsor's first novel
and her only published work, with the exception
of several newspaper feature stories she did for
the Oakland (Calif.) Tribusne giving the worman's
angle on football.

Her husband, Miss Winsor acknowledges,
knows guite a lot more about football than she
does, He is Robert John Herwig, All-American
center for 1836-37, football coach for the Univer-
sity of Californta and currently a lieutenant with
the 4th Marines in the Pacific.

Miss Winsor was regretful, but she couldn’t
tell her age becguse her agent had advised her
not to—which may or may nol be an indication
that Miss Winsor intends lo act in the movies,
as has been reported. But she's probably around
28. Not that she looks like an old hag of 28,
but she was graduated from the University of
California at Berkeley in 1938, which would make
her about that,

Miss Winsor is a poised, easy, self-confident
talker; as befits someone who has earned in the
neighborhood of $400,000 and who has taliced
Ei‘:—‘;hférlilg]}z:::m{. “._:}!.'Il:!".‘i tall—5 feet 6 inches in
&t BEBW: 2L, she says—and her hair and eyes

B er of short stories. but she didn't

PAGE &

try to sell any of them. "I wrote them for my
own amusement, or my own amazement,” she
says. Her story about how she came to write the

" best-selling story of Amber St. Clare, the Res-

toration pin-up girl, goes like this:

Her husband, also a student at the university,
brought home some books to use in his home
work, which happened to be a paper about the
English Restoration period, and Kathleen, just
like all wives who ecan’t keep their noses out of
their husbands’ business, picked up one of the
books. She was fascinated. She read more, And
no- wonder, because the English, or at least the
English nobility, in those days were frank people,
and they called a spade a spade. And a bed a bed.

Miss Winsor denies that she deliberately put
o lot of sex into her book so it would sell. “That's
the way people were in those days, she says,
“and [ tried Lo tell the truth about them. They
woeren't hypocrites.”

She laughed when it was pointed out that her
use of the word “hypocrites” might be taken to
mean that she thought the standards of the 17th
Century were better than those of our day. “1
don't mean that at all. I mean that when a man
has a mistress nowadays—and they do have
them,” she said carnesily—"he keeps it a scerot,
and when it's discovered there's a scandal, In
those days everybody had mistresses, and they
didn’t try to hide them."

Amber 5t. Clare, Miss Winsor's heroine, is a
prominent Restoration mistress, She's a bastard.
Her father is a nobleman and she is born in the

country, which borez her crazy and is no plage—-
for a girl of her talents. So she comes to the big
city, just like a lot of country pirls are still
doing without knowing there is a broken heart
for every light on Broadway. She is beautiful
Her mother named her Amber because that's the
color of her eyes. And her hair iz honey-colored.
And she is small,

Well, Amber meets a city slicker named Lord
Carlton, and he promises her a screen test of
something and she falls for him. Before she's
through, Amber goes on the stage, gets married
four more times, becomes the favorite mistress
of Charles 1I, King of England, who managed
to have guite a number of mistresses, and has
other loves,

"How many love affairs did she have alto-
gether? My goodness,” Miss Winsor said, laugh-
ing, “I‘ don't know. I couldn't keep track of
them. Some of those love affairs were very short
ones, you see,” -

]_'Illri.' are some of . Ambor's lovers: “Rough and
chivalrous” Capt. Rex Morgan: “picturesque
highwayman” Black Jack Mallard: “bestial, ob-
scene” Luke Channell; the “sadistic” Earl of Rad-
cliffe and “irresistible” King Charles,

M'I ];:fid 356 .l?(.mks on the Restoration period,”

iss Insor said, “in one year. Altogether. I
spent ﬁ_‘-"? ¥Years working on ‘Forever Ambert
wrote six drafts before I was through”

'}_‘]w sixth draft totaled 1,500 papes in mani-
seript, form, and the published version numbers

972 pages and wei hE G 5 : i
two pounds, Ehs just a little bit less tha

_ Miss Winsor was aske
tion material lefy Ve
ST don't know W
she said, "1 haven't

d if she had any Restora-
r for another book, 3
hat I'm going to do nu:‘-

; Nl any plans now for another
EEI-’.-‘L'{. S qind is still full of the Restoration
a lrue. nt_"'f'hatm.rer the eritics say, Amber 15
days [npf; 'ait of a tyge of woman of those
ahead in thDSE days if a woman wanted to get
Nowadays © world, she had only one resource

Y$ Women. have other resources.”




By Sgt. BASIL WALLACE ROMANOYICH

NoLAND—" You won't find ancther guy like him
E in the whole Eighth Air Force,”" said the major,

gesturing with his thumb towards one of the
gunners in the barracks. The men sprawled on cots
nearby nodded in agreement, for the lying career
of T /Sgt. Clarence L. Campbell of Portland, Ore.,
is something pretty much out of this world. At
3%, he's known as " Pop,'' not because of his age
but just becanse he's been around the AAF so long.

Merely getting into the Army the way Pop did
was something of a feat. Twelve times he tried to
enlist and was tumed down by the recruiting center
because -of a spinal injury. He even tried the
Canadian Army and the RCAF, and he was about
to go to the Canadian Navy when his draft board
called him up. He flubbed the board’s exam, too,
but =till didn’t give up. Again, he went back to the
recruiting center and this time, in. March, 1942,
they took him. Pop went into the Air Corps.

Pop Campbell didn’t let the Army slow him up
any once he got in. Hawving Htaﬂ.evti‘ off to ses the
world at the age of 14 by joining the merchant
marine and getting around to the Orient, Middle East
and South America, he had learned to figure things
out for himself.

Coming to the UK as a private in August, 1042,
Pop flew on the first mission of the then-young
Eighth Air Force. Fighter escort, of conrse, was
unheard of in those days. He is prond of the fact
that he was the first man from his home state
10 be decorated by the Eighth. ‘That was in October,
1042, after he had shot down an ME-1o09 over Lille,
France., After three more missions from England
he went to North Africa in November, where he
flew 46 more. In the course of these and the rest
of his 79 missions to date, 2o members of his variouos
créws have been killed by enemy fighters or flak.
Once five men in his plane were killed and he
was forced to bail out over North Africa when his
Fortress was so badly damaged by fighters it could
not be landed, But Pop's luck has held.

North Africa wasn't all sand, C-rations and
combat. For four weeks he was hilleted in a winery
near Algiers, surrotinded by concrete vats, each as
tall as a silo, full of vin rouge.

“All we had to do was dip a C-ration can into
a vat,'" says Pop, " and nobody stood short. The
only thing wrong with the set-up was that this vin
rouge was a kind of cooking wine, but even so we
put a dent into those 1,000,000 gallons.”

op did something about the food situation, too.

There was a damaged zso-pound bomb lying
around, one that couldn’t be fused. Pop sold it 1o
some Arab tribesmen for eggs and tangerines. After
the Arabs delivercd the eggs and tangerines for so
many weeks, the bomb would be theirs.

“1 pften wonder what happen‘ed to the m:an}?
left the field and they claimed the bomb,
“ Maybe they wanted it for the powder in
left before the contract ran out.
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There was also a transportation situation around
Alpiers. Pop borrowed a jeep from the Navy, and
kept it for two months. Supplies just weren't coming
in, and taking what you had to have and could get
away with without being caught was considered
S.0.FP. in those days. This was never referred to
as " stealing ™ but as “ appropriating.’’

" There weren't many rules in the desert,”” Pop
says. " Everything was left up to the GlIs, while
in the ETO they have laws and are supposed to live
by them. During the year I've been in the ETO
there've been 24 court-martials in my outfit, while
there wasn't one in the desert aslong as I was there. "

The "“Flying 4-F" went back to the States after
his North African tour, and stayed there 10 months,
Then he asked for re-assignment to combat, any-
where, and got it—a second tour in the ETO, this
time with the 4o1st Bomb Group. A buck sergeant
when he went to Africa, he became a tech sergeant
last August.

There's only one thing wrong with his squadron,
Pop thinks. They threaten to court-martial him
at least once a month for making a squawk because
they won't let him fly on every mission. The
trouble is that Pop's crew finished np and went
home the first of the year and so, as a spare, he
doesn’t get many chances to fly these days. Every
now and then he gets bumt-up enough to argue it
out with his CO. Pop plans to remain in a comba
theater until the war is over. '

"1 had such a bhard time getting in,"" he says,
“that the more I Ay the bigger kick T get out of
it. Besides, it must be rough in the States with
this new corfew."

p started fAying as a civilian. His wile already
had a flying license for Taylor Cubs. He looks
at flying as a ‘'wartime business, peacetime
pleasure,” and wants to buy a sheep-ranch in
Oregon after the war, :

T logged in about 4o hours before getting into the
Army,” says Pop. ‘‘That was a lot in those days,
but now it's just ten missions.” i

Besides his beef at not getting in enough mis-
sions, Pop gets sore at the Air Forces for all the
practice flying they do, especially at meal-times.
These are the only complaints he has left out of
the thousahds he had when he first got into the
Army. Now he takes things as a matter of course.

When Pop izn't flying, he is an armament
inspector and, according to Major A. H. Chapman
of Columbus, Ga., sqoadron operations officer, 'he
really knows his guns—the best we've ever had in
the squadron.’’ Pop also tmins new gunners before
their first migsions, and the boys say they leam a
“hell of a lot" from him.

It isn't only the new crewmen who get to khow
Pop. GSome flyers who were shot down PR
Switzerdand last July and interned came back o
the base recently and Pop was the only (:m; Teft
on the field whom they recognized. “Crews may
come and crews may go, but P'u[) goes on forever,'”
i5 a saying on the base, !

. CAMPDELL IS A GUNMER AMD AN .
ARMAMENT IMSPECTOR, BUT ME -
DORIN'T MIND " SHINING - WINDOWS,

Pop Has had to call on all his maneuvering talents
to stay in the ETO. Three times the medics
have insisted on a medical discharge—and three
times he has violently refused. The trouble is
that once in a plane crash in North Africa Pop's
teeth were knocked out, hospitalizing him for a
month. This, and the spinal injury, plus stomach
trouble which he has developed recently, make the
medics sort of wish they could give Pop a ticket
to the States.

eLieviNg, along with plenty of other flyers who

have seen action both in the ETO and North
Africa, that combat conditions are about the same
in both theaters, Pop says that the cold up here s the
only difference, Flak was just about as tough in
Africa, he found, and there were more fighters to
contend with. However, one thing the ETO has
that Africa didn't is something to comg back to
after a mission. Half the battle, Pop thinks, is
getting back to a place where you can take a pass
to town, go to a dance, meet someong you can talk
to or what have you?

In his 70 missions, Pop's narrowest escape was
over Bizerte when n piece of fHak tore his heated
flying jacket. On another mission, a shell hit the

that was holding his turret in the waist of a
Fort, but a retaining heok held and saved him.
Strafing b% enemy fighters and bombings of his
foxhole shelter in North Africa were the usual order
of the day.

Holding the DFC with one cluster, the Air Medal
with 14 Clusters, the ETO Ribbon with six bronze
battle stars and a Distinguished Unit Citation with
one Cluster, Pop has no idea of quitting now. He is
Wzilecii abuE: one thing, though.

£ on't VE a G-Dod tﬂudutt Medal ** N
"Mever knew why, as ther ' 3 i
m‘i"l[that I'm aw:fre of.™ ©aren t any marks against

odest in hig claims, Pop says he has received
‘;’}ﬂgﬂm‘-‘d credit for destroying two German ME-109s
Lk were members of Goering's famed Yellow

ormets.  Since crews dom't count enpmy planes
shot down individually but mark them down as &
tally for the plane, his record doesn’t show his
aﬂtua_l muntl

Pop is planning to take a furlough soon and to
Spend it with the Infantry in France. He's going
to get a carbine and see how the front-line doughs
live,. He already has his pass and transporiation
to the front arranged. There’s a chance he may
#ven meet his brother, Lt. Bruce M. Camphell, who
i with 4 tank destroyer battalion somewhers on

the battle line.
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By Sgt. OZZIE ST. GEORGE
YANK Staff Correspondent

uzoN, THE PHILIPFINES—Men here kn_?w well
L what the phrase “prisoners of war’ means.
They have seen Americans — survivors of
Bataan, Corregidor and the Death March —frleed
after 34 manths' imprtlsnnment. It is not a sight
will forget.

m?'l'}i:fu.?osrst part.g'l thlink." said Cpl. Albert L.
Parker of Phoenix, Ariz, a newly freed POW.

wwas knowing that the Japs could do anything to

thing they wanted to.” Cpl. Parker's knees

Ll;;giﬁ? He Esa-l. Euwn suddenly and bowed his
is arms.

he'?ﬂﬁeﬁ:;ehin a farmyard near a dirt road !l.'l mileg
north of Cabanatuan in the central nga_:.r&n
plains. Parker, Pvi. Joseph R. Stanford of Pitts-
burgh, Pa., and Pie. Lloyd E, (Swede) Andersqn
of Everett, Wash., were three of the 510 POWs in
Cabanatuan No. 1, rescued the evening before in
a small run-and-grab raid by a reinforced com-
pany of the 6th Ranger Battalion.

Anderson sniffed a Chesterfield. “Yesterday,”
he said, “I could have gotten anything—anything
in our camp—~for a cigarette.”

Stanford fumbled with a mateh
matches yet," he explained. e
since we were captured.” He lit 5 cigarette. "] am
going to smoke myself sick today,” he said

Somebody asked, “How wag jt" Anderson drew
ﬁfﬁ_‘:'.l’l}" on hig c@gare_ttg_ “Rough,” he said Setiaily.

Stanford said, “Rough—that's all, We would
never be captured again.”

Stanford fought through the first month of
E_ﬁtsi? ITL] and was transferred to Mindanao, cap-

1€Te on May 10, 1942, held in the Davao

«“We can't strike
haven't had any
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killing stragglers but some fellows helped me
into a ear.”

A few feet away from where we talked, half a
dozen ex-prisoners, clad only in thin long-handled
cotton underwear, lay stretched on the grass. They
were deathly pale. Their hiphones showed sharps
ly. Their feet and ankles were bruised purple.

Stanford looked at them, “We are the best-look-
ing prisoners you will ever see,” he said. “Our
regular guards pulled out in a hurry on Jan. 7,
three weeks ago. We have heen stuffing ourselves
on their food ever since. We had coffes even.”

Maj. Ralph W, Hubbard, MC, of Oklahoma City,
Okla., on Bataan with No, 2 Hospital, confirmed
Stanford's remarlk. The 500-0dd men in Cabana-
tuan had gained anp average of 15 pounds apiece
during those three weeks. Anderson gained 38
pounds and weighed 154 when rescued. He had

weighed 200 on Dec. B, 1941, 170 when captured
and 116 on Jan, 7, 1945,

Camwamm:, 60 miles due north of Manila, was
= once a Filipino Army barracks, The Japs had
simply added three 18-strand barbed-wire fences
and guard towers mounting machine guns, and
called it a POW camp. At one time 8,500 prisoners
had béen confined there; most of them Ameri-
cans—from the Army, Navy, Army Transport
Service and Marines—pluys a smattering of British
and Dutch military personnel and civilians. In
early 1944 the Japs began to move them out, pre-
sumably to Formosa or the Empire proper. Hun-
dreds are buried there,

“They are buried,” Stanford told us, “in a space
smaller than g city block, The summer of 1942
was thE'W!)I'Sf——-‘thEy were dying at the rate of
20 or 30 a day. One day 65 died. The Japs made
us bury them—dig holes and then throw 40 of
30 bodies in one hole. When the hole was full we
covered it up. The smell made mast of us sick.”

Maj. Hubbard told of the same thing. Men died
Sypast it was impossible to identify their bodies:

T,hE Japs" the major told us, “had stripped the
prisoners of almpgt everything by the time the¥
reached O'Dofinell—dog tags, wallets, papers:
rings, watches, letters, everything, Many wert
stark naked, We kept what records ‘we could 20
toilet paper, the labels off cans, any kind of wrap:
. Were only surnames. We turne
these over to the Japanese. But I don't think they
forwarded them until late 19497

"They did not clags; Ws." Anderson
added, *until August of 1oigs L0 S

Penal Colony until June 1943, then sent north to
Cabanatuan No. 1. He wore faded blue denim
shorts and jacket and J ap socks. Anderson and
Parker were similarly clad.

Anderson, a B0th Coast Artillery antiaircraft
gunner, fought through Bataan, escaped to Cor-
regidor by small hoat when the peninsula fell and
Was captured there on May 6, 1942, and sent to
Cabanatuan No, 1.

Parker fought through Bataan and was cap-
tured at its fall on Apr. 9, 1942, :

“You were on the Death March?” somebody
asked him.

“Is that what they eall it?" he said. “Yes, we
walked to Capas, about 65 miles. Three days and
three nights without fogd, Only such water as
we could sneak out of the ditches, We were loaded
into steel bomears at Capas—100 men to a car
They.jammed us in with rifle butts and took us
to Fort O'Donnell I Bave out at Capas and was
paralyzed from the waist down. The Japs were

Somebody askeq g nesi®
out t son
tated a moment, “pogy » h:::i‘:&ud' Ander

Cabanatuan No.1h 2 i ters
- L had 3 farm a few kilomete
;xm &?E enclosure. The prisoners worked o7 }
daye 2 wee 11100 and from 1200 until dark, &
wu};i:dtikl‘:y I:’:S ﬂm%im%‘" Anderson added, W
aY. We never knew. "
They broke the Bround for that farm with ho%

and worked it with o «and
vitamin sticlks ™ pes and thcle hands

said Stan % ic what W€
call the stuff the guardzﬂh;‘g:dﬁs $Eﬁ|t_iii;e putts:
hoe handles, ax handles, anything they could 13:1’
their hands on. It was ‘keep your head down B
your batkside up! If we straightened up to stretel
they let us have it Our guards at Cabgnatua':.l
were Taiwans [F-::rmusans]_ They were bastar '5-5
The farm grew camofes, casaba, okra, natiV
spinach, egg plant, gnions, radishes, peppers
cucumbers, The camotes and casaba, and sonm

times the okra, wey, for o o thap
! r the prisoners; t
took ever¥thing ajge B

-



“They took all the food,” Anderson explained;
“then issued it to us,-but they kept it until it
was hard or spoiled. We did our own cooking,
over open fires at first. Later we made stoves and
avens of clay and scrap tin."”

“We had only one kind of vegetable at a time,
plus rice,"” Stanford said. “Or sometimes only rice.
Brealcfast was lugao—strained rice and water,
mostly water. We got 250 grams of rice per man
per day, about eight ounces or two double hand-
fuls. We got 160 kilos (about 350 pounds) of !‘llli;‘.at
per week for 2,000 men. It figured out to a little
under three ounces per man, We got the left-overs
—the heads, guts and so on, Generally it was
caraban meat. But there would be weeks at a time
when we did not get any meat at all, Instead,
sometimes, we got fish powder. We never knew.”

Everett Dillard CTM of Cooper Hill, Tenn,, who
was captured on Corregidor, told of men eating
cats, dogs, rats and lizards. "I didn't,” he said, “but
I went down to 85 pounds, My hipbones broke
through the skin. I did eat and can eat any piece
of cornstallk straight out of the ground with as
much relizh as I onee ate beefsteak. T lived, I guess,
because I wanted to. We all did, all of us that are
still alive. The will to live was all that kept us
goirig, Now I'd like to get even. I've had 22 years'
service and I can still' do some good on a can.”

Stanford agreed with Dillard. "We are alive,”
he said, “because we wanted to live, and because
we learned to steal. We had to. If we were caught
they made us stand in the sun for three or four
hours with our arms stretched level with our
shoulders. If our arms dropped we got a heating.

_Or sometimes, particularly with potatoes, they
made us eat what we were stealing, dirt and all.
The Taiwans tried to make one man eat half a
bushel of potatoes. They forced them down his
throat until he vomited.” :

“We had strafing sacks,” Anderson explained.
“That's concentration-camp talk for pockets sewn
inzide our jackets or pants legs that we could hide
things in—a radish, a pepper, _ﬂn}rthmg to eal.
Strafing means stealing of any kind, and it means
a beating too. We have a language all our own—
half Jap, half Pino [Filipino], half everything.

“We figured out,” Stanford continued, “that it
cost the Japs between three and four cents a day
fo feed us. I don’t think we could have lived with-
out the Filipinos. You can say they were really
in there pitching. They really stuck their necks
oaut to slip us food, cigarettes, news, anything they
had. They're all right”

Uring 1042 and 1943, details of 1.000 or ?.J_.Dﬂﬂ

men worked on Cabanatuan’s farm. “The

Japs.' Anderson told us, “think only in H;musands
— 1,000 men for this, 1,000 men for that.

Other details were sent to cut wood or 1o nt%‘ner
parts of Luzon to work on roads and alrstng;]s.
While on details the prisoners went baret‘an;‘hT e
Japs kept their shoes to discourage escapes, These
details were literally worked to thc_ de“ath. o

“The Taiwans guarding these details, Sta“rﬂtfﬁ;n
told us, “always gave orders 1o Japanese.
we did not understand they beat us up. .

“Thoze Taiwans,” Anderson said._“wera JUEtf? 3;;
mean, They made us tinko—that 15, m_unt o _r;r-
Japanese. They would leave us sl_andmg ".}\ i
mation in the rain—a lot of tricks l.lke that. : :s
were a lot of rules and regulatmns—(}l :.11?5_,
shake-down inspections, all that stuff. A zhfonk
down meant the guards came through anbur'ed
anything they wanted. We kept our stuff buri
most of the time.”

Priﬁ““‘:}:g l.1-'|'.fhr::- proke the rules—or weret&;r;
cused of breaking the rules—were bgaten, pu
short rations and deprived of water.

“We had nicknames for the worst il
Anderson said. “White Angel, Clark Gable, 0%
ﬂtg.nu‘-‘k- Big Speedo, White Angel was a son ©
a biteh "

guards,”

Once, classified as POWs the men Wers ]ijgiz
while 6n details, NCOs got 25 centavos (18]
; tavos. Offi-

Cents) per day, privates and pfes 13 ceB .
CBIS were paid 10 pesos per r["lﬂ]'"-th- later Talse
to 30. ANl payments were in Jap currency. .

“There were other details,"” St_artfurd added. "1
Davao we built rice-paddy dikes of carabac dung
With our hands. In Cabanatuan we fertilized the
farm with our hands, with human dung. The Japs
Look pictures of that and showed them to the _Flh‘
pinos. There were other indignities—all kinds.
T_he},.r Were worse than beatings: We had to salute
all guards, or if we did not have ¥ hat, We had
b0 DOW to them, That was the worst of all.”

Cabanatuan's barracks were of nipa, approxi-
mately 50x18 feet. They had a doorway at each
end, six small windows covered with bamboo
shutters and dirt floors with a narrow board cat-
walk down the middle. On either side of the cat-
walk were double tiers of 6x10-foot bamboo bays.
Up to 125 men were guartered in each barracks,
sleeping five or six to a bay. During the typhoon
season the barracks were invariably wet,

oeacco in Cabanatuan was literally worth its

weight in gold. On a very few occasions the Japs
sold it through their commissary at prices too
high for the prizoners. Wow and then they issued
some. The last issue was in August 1944—three
bags of moldly weeds the Nips had used in making
a nicotine solution for insect repellant. Filipinos
slipped tobacco to the prisoners or gave it to de-
tails working outside of camp. Maj. Hubbard
showed us his home-made cigarette holder—a
2.inch-long ebony cylinder with a hole the size of
a match stick in the end. .

“That fit our cigarettes,” Stanford said, and he
dug one an inch leng out of his pocket, “Uncured
Filipino tobacco and newsprint, as big around as
a match. May we never see another.”

There were cigarettes—American cigarettes—
in the Red Cross POW packages, but those pack-
ages almost invariably were rifled before the pris-
oners saw them—the cigarettes and any sweets
removed, While they lasted, the men traded wrist-
watches, rings and so on to the Japs for those
cigarettes, “Changee, changee,” the Japs called it.

“Our personal packages were often rifled too—
if we got them at all,” Anderson told us, “We got
our first onesin late 1943, The Japs had let us write
a card in March of 1943, almost a year after we
were captured, They told us then thai we could
write one every month, but that promise did not
work out, either, Sometimes months would go by,
and they would tell us there were no cards.”

There were several chaplains in Cabanatuan
and a few missionaries, but religious services were
subject to approval by the Japs. "They'd tell us
we could have mass,” Anderson said, “then send
everybody out on detail.”

The prisoners had their own hospital—a bar-
racks like the rest—and their own doctors and
dentists. They had no medicine at first, except
now and then some Jap-issued quinine. Later they
were well supplied through Red Cross packages.
“In faet,”" Stanford told us, “we had more medi-
cine than the Japs did, We used to trade them
sulfa for tobacco, We even made some sulfa our-
selves and in Davao some Novacaine. 1 think they
used fire-extinguisher fluid as a part of the Nova-
caine. The Japs, by the way, tried and tried to
analvze our sulfa drugs but never made the grade.”

In the prison hospital the commonest ailments
were malaria, dysentery, broken ribs, miscella-
neous bruises and above all, malnutrition. Two
operations that resulted in what the POWs called
“vest-pocket bungholes” were performed follow-
ing prolonged dyvzentery.

Cabanatuan’s contact with the outside world
was nonexistent at first and sketehy but surpris-
ingly accurate during the last year. Filipinos for
a long time supplied most of it by word of mouth,
The prisoners learned of the Normandy landing
late in June.

"Our news was scuttlebutt,” Stanford =aid, “ex-
cept the time the Japs let three Reader's Digests
slip through in & personal package. That was in
March 1943 We had those magazines until they
fell apart. Most of the time our news was just
scuttlebutt, but it was usually right. We heard
about the Leyte landings almost immediately.

“Incidentally, when we heard that green-clad
hordes of Americans swarmed ashore, we didn't
know what to make of it. Until teday, when we
gaw your green uniforms.” :

HE green uniforms were on 121 picked men of

the 6th Ranger Battalion, commanded by L.
©ol, Henry A. Mucci of Denver, Cols., former
Honglulu provest marshal, The battalion was
formed months ago in New Guinea at the sugges-
tion of Lt Gen. Walter Kreuger and trained for
six months over the dusty hills of Port Moresby.
Opce in action, the Rangers prabbed outlying
islands in Leyte Gulf on A-minus-3 of that land-
ing and grabbed Santiago Island at the north-
western tip of Lingayen Gulf on this one. Neither
show produced enough Jap opposition to suit them,

The Capanatuan raid was down their alley,
They were itching for it. Company C, reinforced
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by one platoon, got the job. Col. Mucei went along,
“just for the ride.” “¥You couldn't keep him home,”
the Hangers say. -

Cabanatuan was 25 miles in advance of our
front lines, The Rangers reached the vicinity of
the camp, melted into the countryside and cased
the joint. The rescue was originaly planned for
the evening of Jan. 28 The Japs picked that eve-
ning to send a motor eonvoy through Cabanatuan.
The Rangers lay low, sweated out the night and
next day, and struck at dusk on the 30th.

“The Japs,” Stanford told us, “never knew what
hit them. About seven o'clock Pvt. George Barber
[an‘English Tommy captured at Singapore, who
jumped ship en route to Formosa and was recap-
tured in the PIs] took a sack of potatoes up to
the guardhouse. About 15 Japs were sitling
around, There were about 50 more in and around
camp, At a quarter to 8 the shooting started”

The Rangers elosed in from three sides. The raid
went off liké clockwork. They smashed the gates,
streamed inside and annihilated the guard.

“Somebody stuck his head into our barraeks,”
Anderson said, “and yelled, ‘It's okay. We're
Yanks. Get the hell out of here!' We didn't have
to hear that twice." :

Within 25 minutes the Rangers and prisoners
were on the outside, headed home. The Japs
counterattacked with tanks in support, The
Rangers and a detachment of guerrillas, about
300 strong, fought them off and covered the march.
An additional 523 Japs were killed. The Rangers
lost one killed and one wounded, the guerrillas
26 and two.

The entire POW party was convoyed from the
point of entering our lines to an evac hospital,
in jeeps, ambulances, two-and-a-halfs and weap-
ons carriers: It was their first ride in 31 months.
I went along,

A GREAT share of the road was lined with wav-
ing, cheering Gls and Filipinos. The Gls threw
cigarettes and gum, and yelled: “Welcomerback!™
and “How's it going?" The freed men yelled back:
“Glad to be back™ and “Good!"” To them, at that
moment, evervthing was good.: They chain
smoked, used matches profusely for the sheer joy
of it, threw long butts away with an effort, They
threw cigareites to the Filipinos. They chewed
gum. Anderson yelled at a truck full of 1st Cav-
alrymen, “Boys, you sure look good!"

From time to time they stood up. “We've got no
meat left to sil on,” they explained.

The heavy-wheeled weapons carriers, a park
of carry-allz, a soldier with a bazooka, the spot-
ter Cubs dipping low over our convoy, a bull-
dozer—all were new to these men, a source of
wonder and amazement.

Stanford said, “Look at their helmets!"

Anderson said, “Every guy’s got a different kind
of gun!'

They gaped about, unbzalieving, while I tried to
describe an LST,

“We're Rip van Winkles,” Maj. Hubbard said.
“Everything is new."”

I felt oddly like a proud father
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With the clock on the dresser ot o quarter of

12, Pvt. McDonold reods

While he has o rich breakfast ef hot cakes

And now it's time for a few telephone calls which
he had promised to make for the men in his aulfit.

His aunt, Blanche McDonald, wraps him up Befars
he goes out on the town while a friend Taok

the paper in bed.

% an

and fresh
eggs, his cousin, Helen McDonald, pours his milk.

Home on Furlough

HESE are two stories of soldiers who got

home on furlough from overseas dulty—one

an interview, the other a first-hand account
by the man on furlough. Pvt. John McDonald was
one of the lucky GI medal-wearers picked from
an outfit in combat on the Western Front. He
spent his 30 days in and around his home town
of Hollis, Long Island. 5gt. Ralph Boyce, whose
furlough took him to Worcester, Mass.,, was
with one of the first U. 5. units to land in
Australia. He put together planes in an air
depot for about a year, then became a re-
porter for YANK in the Sauthwest Pacific. He
records his own impressions of 30 precious
days after three years abroad—not expertizing,
just telling how one GI felt.

 Back From the FT0

By Sgt. WALTER BERNSTEIN
YANK Staff Writer

oLLis, L. IL—The civilian sun streaming
H through the bedroom window woke 23-

year-old John McDonald. He hid his face
in the pillow until he saw that he wasn't going
to sleep any more, then raised up and looked at
the clock on the dresser. The clock said a quarter
of 12,

McDonald turned on his back, stretched,
yawned, streiched again and reached over to a
chair beside his bed for a cigarette. He lit one,
propped up his pillow and reached for the morn-
ing paper that his aunt had placed at the foot of
the bed. He read the paper for a few minutes,
then put it away and just lay there, smoking and
looking up at the ceiling and listening to the
stillness of an American weekday morning in the
suburbs.

When he grew tired of this, MeDonald got up,
shaved, took a hot and eold shower, dressed and
went downstairs to breakfast, On the kitchen
table were a stack of hot cakes, a quart and a
half of cold milk, two boiled eggs, white bread,
butter, maple syrup and a pot of coffes, He ate
slowly, while his aunt waited on him. In the
middle of breakfast, the phone rang and McDon-
ald got up to answer. It was a girl he knew:
McDonald made a date with her for that night.
His day had begun.

He had exactly 24 more of them before he re-
turned fo his job as gunner in the 5th Division's
reconaissance troop, somewhere in Germany.
McDonald was one of some 1,300 combat infan.
trymen who were literaly pulled out of the lines
and sent home for 30 days as part of a new War
Department plan to give doughfeet a break.

When he had first heard the news, McDonald
Wwas just preparing to go out on patrol Every-
one in his squad had known he had a good chance
of getting home. They were picking men with
two or more decorations from each outfit on the
Western Front, and MecDonald had two Silver
Stars, So nobody was surprised when a clerk
from division came up to McDonald and said,
“Pack your stuff and get ready to leave."

“Okay.” Pvt. McDonald said.

“Suppose you know where you're going,” the
clerk said,

**¥es," McDonald said,
_ After that they took him back to Metz, where
' was reasonably safe. and then shipped him to
Paris for 10 days. McDonald won't forget those
10 days for a long time.

"Those Paris women™ h i

; ; e recal °f
dppretiation. “They got jt." o e
thg hier:;uéh?t Army shipped him and 'the rest of
e 0 & replacement depot, and shortly
o 1;:::{! MceDonald and the others were on o
o “:-mg home, Throughout all this, the men
ated very wolls there was pl-ut’uu&]!y o

—— —: -
chicken and at the repple-depple the returning
infantrymen were put in a separate section,
where they couldn't hear the screams of the
other inmates.

McDonald didn’t have much to say about his
first reaction to the States after two years ovelr-
seas. He didn't faint or ery or even choke up
when he landed, He just thought things looked
pretty good,

When his group was turned lopse, McDonald
came home to Hollis to stay with his aunt and
uncle. His parents are dead, and his two younger
brothers and sister live with other relatives.

He got in about 6 in the morning, and evVery-
one was waiting for him. There was a big “Wel-
come” sign across the living rpoom, and the re-
frigerator was crammed full in his honor. His
relatives had planned g big party for New Year's
Eve, hoping John would be in Hollis by then, but
he hadn't been able to make it. It didn't matter,
though, He was home.

He was home for 30 fast days to make up in
part for the long hours in Iceland. the dreary
training days in England and Ireland and the

brutal weeks from Normandy to the little town
in Germany w o

his furlough.
sleep between
to drink milk g
double features
his language,
off and see pe

sheets in a soft bed; 720 hours
nd eat home-cooked meals, go 10
- and dance with a gir] who talked
listen to the radio with his shoes
ople he had known all his life. He
had 43200 minutes in which to walk familiar
streets and look at billboards, trolley cars, store
windows, convertible coupes and proud, heauti-
ful, well-fed American women, :

.f}n:ii tl}at Was just what McDonald did.
when {;-.,n TLﬁhaw‘ any special plans,” he told people
in the r:: r=t got back to Hollis. “T just get up
and thenulrn:]lﬂgiti}{]d think of what I want to 4o

Mostly he visited relatives and sl d drank
!:’EEI .and ate as much a5 he .:{,u'l,;;zp,:a?g. of his
;ﬂ?tﬁ cD{?kl_ng_ He went out on a couple of dates

th. ?snt Ln a 1~uslh to go night-elubbing. |
da:,rso"Y}rEt' he said when he'd been home .5”‘
éasy. T dor *{1“? to swing into that kind of thing
Eithn:r Thn ] 1thmk- the other guys are doing any
rather res plenty of time for that stuff. I
~He dSEE EEDPIE who, you know, love me.” .
the stuffra?l ek of milk, but beer was really
were Eﬂtzid E couldn’s get enough beer. The steaks
had thought Fo C EM: “not like the old ones.” HE
sumeh;':rgittdlfgn?:c;um E? big for jce creaim, B

- PPeal to him.
tDTLi';iDSlat% didn’t seem g have changed much
“read'uutr‘.a]df- ﬁn,d he didn't have much troubl®
vou need. Thre €€ days” he said, “That's al
and oree days to get the nervousness 08
:iI'I.H‘EEt ?al{:k on your feet."”
18 Jelatives seemed a little older and a 1of

3{1 hﬁph lends weren't around, but thnalt was about
1 r" rhpald a vVisit to the mﬂﬂiine shop in Bl'ﬂak.
¥n where he hag worked as a mechanic befol®

the war, : ; -
o hﬁurland was offered 12 post-war jobs writhin

Fi ThEF Were good ;i Dnald
didn't want any part of tﬂerjl'? biftté?tttﬂczaf
wants to work for the city rl-l_q rol
has b ; S ' Ybe as a pa
e e g e e L T

= ma & 3 a0
_ He was kept Dretty busgv d{t:if-.op;;hin for men
in his outfit. He telephoned a 19% £ fg:milies arl
told them their song o husband_su . iu friends
were still around ang doing ag we?]l as }rrnight
expected. He took a ot of drinks for friends:

“They all told me to take 5 drink for thet:
he said. “It didn’t matter what kind. They've f°
particular any more,” :

McDonald wasn't bothered much by cividan®
He got a little PO'd by people wanting to take?
gander at his ribbons and regarding him a5 t;
authority on modern warfare, and he was b W
ered some by reporters who wanted to knﬂw
how he felt about the good old U. S.A. and NG
many Germans he had knocked off. But, on a
whole, he felt that the guvs back homp wWer®
goud bunch and on the ball, s

“I think they appreciate what the Hoys OVer

here he had received the news of
He had one month in which to

e ——

By



seas are doing,” he said. “They try, anyway.”

But while McDonald didn't think it was hard
to readjust, he did feel that he wasn't the same
guy who had left the States. His aunt said he
had just grown up, but he gaid he would have
grown up anyway, éven without a war. The
change in him, he thought, involved something
more than age and having been away szo long.
He couldn't quite put his finger on the change,
and he wasn't bothered by it, but he was sure he
was different.

He was definite, though, about one change,

“T could see after my first date,” he said, “that
I'm not as sharp as I used to be.”

He attributed thiz rustiness partly to long
abstinence and partly to the influence of foreign
females, “It didn’t make much difference what
you said tp them. They didn't know what you
were talking about, anyway. But here you still
got to watch vour step, just like old times.” .

So McDonald watched his step and took it
easy, not trying to jam everything into each
available minute but doing what he wanted when
he wanted to do it. He stayed out late and slept
late; he spent a lot of time just lying in bed, lis-
tening to the peace and quiet. He knew that when
the 30 days were up he would just be getting
accustomed to being home, but that didn’t worry
him too much. 3

After all, 30 days is 30 days. Most men don’t
get home even for that long.

 Back From the Padfic

By Sgt. RALPH BOYCE
YANK Staff Correspondent

ORCESTER, Mass — Judging by the maga-
Wzines and newspapers I've been seeing,

people in the States these days are being
homhbarded -with advice on how to treat the re-
turring soldier. They are being told that he will
come home changed and that they will have to
help him adjust himself to a “new" life.

As an illustration of how not to treat the re-
turned zerviceman, one magazine printed a yarn
about a Marine sergeant who went.into a-soda
fountain his first day back to gorge himself on
ice cream. The girl behind the counter was re-
ported to have cracked that he must be happy to
be back where he “could do something useful”

Mayhbe things like that are happening in the
States, but they didn't happen to me. During a
30-day Stateside furlough after three years in the
Pacific I have encountered nothing but the best
of treatment from civilians and from Gls sta-
tioned on this side.

Overseas veterans and servicemen in general
get preference,almost everywhere in the States.
Reund-trip furlough tickets on trains cost a ser-
viceman less than a one-way ticket costs civilians.
Some cities have established reduced rates for
servicemen on streefcars (streetcars are trams, %n
case anyhody in Australia has fur_gnttem and in
Chicago all transportation for service personnel is
free. In other cities, motormen sometimes place
their hand over the fare box when a servicemarn
tomes ahboard. o
* The eigarette shortage—and it’s a real sh';;-srtla:Ee
—has civilians smoking little-known brands Hise
Rameses and Fleetwoods. Often they canl ge
€ven those. But after turning down ElVliI:El;lS;
clerks sometimes manage to find a stray pack 10
& guy i iform. 2

%lfc;niﬁngowhﬂe this “aﬂ}"‘hl"gtfﬂr‘m‘e‘gi‘;:
viceman™ attitude can be embarrassing. L Bon
ton's North Station, where a large E'I;’gﬂgire-aged
sweating out taxis, I saw 2 dozen mi s
women take over a lone GI and shove BT
the first taxi to turn up. The ug;re_ssll;_re ¥ iith
pathetic ladies intimidated other ':Wf.;'fnseam i
eries of “This soldier’s got to get back fo 1 wgll
and “The Army and Navy first! it was &
meant, but the GI looked miserable. o Fide

For the most part, though, a soldier Hﬁﬂn i
tverseas isn’t treated in the unnerving % 1?
ing hero” manner. He just gets treated \1’;‘ £

Many eivilians are still unfamiliar Wi cand
palgn ribbeng, but nearly everybody SEE""‘; e
catehing on fast, Taxi drivers, barbers an Man
tenders all know what overseas bars mean, Many
times the ribbons and hars serve as @ cnfif_ﬁérsra{;
tional wedge. The conversation usual'&i 5 ﬂ_*e
with something like “See you've been over gul

a while, soldier. Bet you've seen your share of it.”
And it almost always ends up with “Got a boy
out there myself. Been in it a long time, too. Sure
like to see him get home for a while.”

_After a time you come to the conclusion that
nearly everybody must have a brother ar a son
or a husband overseas., And those brothers, sons
and husbands form one of the biggest topics of
conversation in the States.

One evening in a cocktail lounge in Paxton,
Mass., [ listened in on five different conversations.
Every one of them was about somebody “out
there.” Finally I asked if anybody ever talked of
anything else.

“Very seldom,” was the answer,

Mail call on the home front seems almost as
important as in any outfit overseas. In millions
of homes the postman’s ring is just about the big-
gest moment of the day. When the mailman leaves
nothing, the expressions on faces and the things
that are said seem very familiar: “Pretty busy
these days, I guess,” and “Mail is probably slowed
up. I'll bet there'll be a letter tomorrow.”

When a letter does come, it gets read by the
family, friends, the other people at the office or
the plant, the neighbors down the street. “Got a
letter today™ is the signal for friendly enthusiasm
and many guestions. Does it say or hint where he
is? Where was it postmarked? Is he feeling all
right? Is there heavy fighting in his area? The
questions go on and on. And everybody has a try
at reading between the lines. Somehow it makes
the returnee wish he'd written a little more fre-
quently.

Reports of the chicken returning Gls have to

" take at the hands of the “US0 Commandos™ back

here turned out—in my experience, anyway—to
be a bit exaggerated. One thing to remember, in
eaze those reports have had you worried, is that
the number of men now in the States who haven't
seen foreign serviee is dwindling. At the debarka-

_tion point where we landed, two out of every

three permanent-party men were wearing cam-
paign ribbons. They knew what the score was.

Everybody in my furlough group remarked on
the efficient way the place operated. Instead of
herding us about like a bunch of recruits, they
took us for exactly what we were—some tired
guys who only wanted to clear this last barrier
and get the hell home,

There are still some five-letter men left arcund,
of course. I ran into one when I reached the re-
ception station where I was to get my furlough
papers. I opened the wrong door into this man's
office and sent a blast of wind across his desk. A
pimply faced:corporal, he was in charge of the
first part of the processing. After growling at me
ahout the door, he announced that it was too late
in the day for him to bother with my papers and
that T could damn well stay in ecamp overnight,

I could have blown my top at the kid, but 1
didn't and I didn't leave the place with a bad
taste .in ‘my mouth, either. As soon as the kid
wasn't looking, another clerk picked up the pa-

E I
The aggressively _sympathetic ladies intimidated
other civilians, crying, "The Army and Mawvy firsil”

YANK The Army Weekly

pers and started them on their way with a wink
and a grin at me. The delay made me the last man
to go through the processing line, and most of the
clerks had put away their stamps and papers for
the night. Without a complaint they dragged them
out again and went to work.

“Want to borrow any money?” one asked. I told
him T wouldn't bother about that because I didn't
want to hold him up any langer, “That's what
we're here for,” he said, and a Wac stenographer
took off her coat and sat down at her desk again
to make out my voucher. 2

One unpleasant incident sticks in my mind, but
it had a happy ending. My wife and I were visit-
ing a neighbor's home, and toward 11 P some-
body said, “Turn on the radio. It's almost time
for the news"

“Oh, no,” the hostess said. “I hate to listen to
the war news. It's so depressing.”

Nothing more was said at the time, but later
several members of the party told me how em-
barrassed they'd felt.

Despite the eagerness of friends and family to
hear all abgut what the,serviceman has done

- e =
a

“That's what we're here for,” he saoid, ond a Wac
stenographer sat down again to make out the veucher,

overseas, they seldom pump him for information.
They take the attitude that, if the man who has
come home has seen combat, there's a lot he
may prefer not to talk about and that if he does
want to talk he'll start when he gets damn good
and ready. !

Overseas | got a confused picture of the food
situation back home. Sometimes I'd think that the
home front must be starving, Sometimes I got the
impression there was a lot of bitching about noth-
ing at all. Actually there are shortages of darn
near everything at home, but with rationing and
price controls virtually no necessities are unavail-
able or out of reach of pocketbooks.

Crises, like the fuel shortage this winter, are
met as they arise. In this fourth year of war
people have settled down to accept inconveniences
and minor discomforts as part of their daily lives,
And it's a rare home-fronter who can do much

griping in the face of those long casualty lists

now appearing in the papers—lists which by now

have struck at least fairly close to every home,
Like Gls overseas, folks back home have found

new values in the war and a new appreciation of

the little things they used to take for granted,

Home life has taken on a deeper meaning,

One evening, because my kid brother insisted,
my wife and I went to a high-school basketball
game with him in Leominster, Mass. The scene
could have been duplicated in any high-school
gym in the country. The kids cheered and laughed
and stamped their feet. The cheer leaders jumped
up and down importantly, and on the floor below
the fellows shook hands before they started in
and then p]a}"ed as thnugh the whole world de-
pended on the game. .

Through the noise my wife shouted in my i
uyrell, is it worth it?" - .

ais it worth what?" I asked,

"Iz it worth fighting for?"

I had never thought of it quite that way
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A Menace, but Like Us

ranTInG the danger that Germany is to our

way of living, she still does not offer the
menace that Japan does. It must be admitted that
Germany has made quite a number of important
contributions to the furtherance of civilization.
We owe a great many medicines, manufacturing
methods, ideas of conservation and other things
to their scientific research and experimenting.
Their way of life is similar to that of other civil-
ized nations. Take away the bestiality of Naziism
and you have the same good basic foundation of
decency and progressive civilization that you find
here in the United States..

In Japan you have a nmation that has prozpered
from the sweat of otherz. They have never had
the initiative to forge ahead on their awn but
rather have utilized the advancements of other
nations. Their seientific and educational hooks
are direct steals from Europe and the U, 5. Take
away the false mask of civilization and in Japan
wou will find & hideous, barbaric race, a race that
lives on the misfortune of the illiterate masses,

Japan is our real menace and should be
smashed so0 as never to rise above the level of a
fourth-rate power.

Oaklond (Colif.; Regional Hospital

Like Us, but a Menace

or the very reason that the cultural and eco-
anmic ties and origins of the United States
are European, Germany was and is a greater
menace than Japan. Germany is a country we
thought we knew. Emigrants from Germany
helped build our country. We know German mu-
zie. literature, art and science. We always thought
of Germans as people like ourselves. There lies
the danger and menace. " ;

We now know that German cartels in this
country and economic penetration of South
America all tended toward the world domination
sought by German monopolists. We now knnv.:
that we “can't do business with Hitler,” that Nazi
barbarism is unforgiveable.

The direct German menace is now averted by
Allied armies, but our values are still in jeopardy.
Nazi lies are spoken aloud and printed. We have
our Negro question and anti-Semitism. Our Presi-
dent is the target for libelous remarks. We cannot
trifle with the blasphemies with which they have
polluted the world,

But Japanese institutions were dissimilar to
ours and left us indifferent. The Japanese had no
cartels in this country. Americans found little
value in Japanese opinions and dogma. They
were always foreign and suspect to us.

—Ex-Sgt. NATHAN MINKOFF
[Wetoron of Second Warld War)

“Nice, Agreeable’” Germans

WE must destroy Japan, both as a milita

power and as an economie contender I‘ro}rr
pI'DSpErlté-". It iz an open-and-shut case. But we
are all mixed up about Germany, We realize that
we must beat her but we also want to see her
become “& ek, agreeable member of the family

=T 5gt. JEROLD M. GORAY

Drefraif, Mich,
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THE SOLDIER SPEAKS:
THE SR — — —

Which was
the greater menace
to our country
and our values:

Germany

of nations." Japan, destroved, will no longer be
dangerous but the German danger will still be
with us.

Even i’rontl-line soldiers and officers admire
Glermﬁm efficiency and, “the world's finest sol-
diers." What they admire iz what they are fight-
ing to de;tt'u}'. militarism. How can we achieve
an enduring peace if we are unable to decide
how to treat Germany? Some say kiss and make
up, others say erass her from the map. We cannof

ﬁ e kY n It i =
F| ﬁId Ul}f S10T, 5 GE‘ Mar avowe n
ANy 5 o d 1e

hack into le thargy.
Frante

Six and a Half Dozen

OULD vou prefer to ha hi
w cobra or crushed : bmm; o by

—Cpl. PHIL STEARNS

. to death i S
Which represents the greater dﬂh“éef PH!',_UD?
hqme—thel- arsonist who sets fire A t];D your
wing, or the pyromaniac who sets 3 Lr}rnhEt “.?;St
gast wing? o the

China —Cpl. HARVEY 3, FQux

The Japanese Locusts

ermANY has had a desire for waorlg
for hundreds_ of - years. Hﬂwﬂ_‘l[’f‘ﬁgg;:it
avading world affairs and problems byt Capital.
izing on the trials of others, has done Germary
one better. ; : 3
These people have lived like locusts for Wi
sands of years and have built up a giganti, oy
machine on the profits that civilized people of e
world have reaped in order to live in a better
world. The Japs are capable of using almost apy.

thing to their own advanta hi i

_ : ge though incapable of
1ndepenldent thinking, g % .
tHaTr?atlhls Eﬂ}’ I think they are more of a menace
i e Lermans who had an ire for
world domination, SRS ACRSS

POW Camp, Trinidad, Cal |
4 ola. —Pfe. KEMMETH M. WRIGHT

Traitors to Civilization

B&-t.tur_nlf'lg z-enegade to the traditionz of Chris-
= [-311]'1} and W estern C'i-i'il[z:-lti:ﬂn_ by bringing
::1:‘ 11;1 the world three times since 1870, Ger-
ny has proved herself the worst trajts AT
the family of nations, orst traitor withi
-'erEe!EI:QEhDDc' T stab at Pear] Harbor, Japan
W e erself as an international thug. Once
deal out metnrre unmasked we were ready 1o
i hLu retribution, But the German mienace
'P‘?:u_d:gerj more dangerous because it has used
truth and falsiry o), Coss-eved logic to poison
Fje:j- i :.:‘41 1Y values. Racial supremacy justi-
the do cheavement of people by the Germans;
T Eigr_nu of nationalism undermined and de-
i independent thinking.
o ‘f-fCTfi‘g;'fE?{TE is great, Knowing the full
v il _n '-. ‘_3 el acts she Ehl’JSE‘ war ancd barhﬂr-
15m &5 an escape from the problems of peace.
England

Fascist ldeas

c OFDI:LiFI'fLT foreign ideas are rarely dangerous,
g Exﬂﬂeiﬁnf}“lfl.ﬁn an idea must have no roots
us and have attracteq o A Lo, e foreign to
SLIER T =
anese have not tried to export 1hc~?rn S{dzf nﬁﬂr
than those necessary for economie Expln:;it.atlﬂl‘l
of conguered lands. Most Americans hate the
Japanese as the villain in a mn]udrarrh:a ot un-
derstanding his motivation. i i
: On'the other hangd German {ascist ideas have
Eu?t and flower in sections of Amer.il:&—me
snicker at the smoking-room stories of the Jews:
Jehite subremacy” whieh can be trapslated as
her.rem:c_:i!k'.' the disgust at the tediousness of
democratic procedure and the wish for authori-
tarian government: the attraction which German
:‘\r;.lhj.a!':sm has for American nationalists: the
-8zl treatment of ldbor unions, which is that es-
E?é-laid by some of our industrialists: all these
the genitives of fascism, and all are at home.

Carmany —Pfe, PERRY WOLFF

—5 Sgt. 5. 0. TISKIND
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His page of G opifien on important
I"?:;m{ﬂ the day ?5 a regular I;emur&
sion is ui}: Question for future discus-
the Mov; .,,,Y"“ like What You See in
this sub‘es- If you have any ideas on
5 k i8¢t send them to The Soldier
v?ﬂﬂ 5 Depurlmenh YANK, The Army

eekly, 205 East 424 Street, New York

+ N Y. We will allow you time to get
answers here from overseas by mail. The
best letters will appear in a future issue.




The march across the Rhine kicked
up the nation's blood pressure, a bill
to draft nurses got halfway through
Congress, the Ohio River contracted
its customary spring fever, and beer
caused waves of enthusiasm in Buffalo.

may have grinned skeptically, some people on
the home front last week were getting them-
selves set for V-E Day. A flood of peace rumars

swept the States, following the news that the 5.
First Army had established a bridgehead across the
Rhine south of Cologne. _

Even Congress was infected by the enthusiasm.

The staid Senate clapped at news of the Rhine
crossing, and many legislators predicted an early
collapse of the German military machine. Sen.
Walter F.’ George, Democrat of Georgia, predicted
that if the First Army bridgehead could be main-
tained and expanded " Germany is done for. dﬁ.t
least one Congressman, Rep. George H. Bender,
Republican of Ohio, started talking about peace-
time conversion of industry, the Associaled Press
reported. He said that von Rundstedt's ‘bulge last
‘December had justified suspension of reconversion
plans then but, he added, * it is now clear that the
situation has changed completely.” City authorities
in New York ordered the civil and military police
and firemen to prepare for the possibility of a
Germ =nder. ]

Th: nsstaut?; Department maintained a dignified
silence about a possible sudden end to the war in

Europe, President Roosevelt declined to make anﬁ
predictions on what he termed 2 crystal-ba
fuestion. ,

I American politicos were busy trying 1o reconcile
world organizations and Pan-American agmemenf_f;i
The 16-day inter:American conference on mutua
problems of war and peace ended in M?x}m City
after Secretary of State Edward R. Stettinius, Jr.,
had called on Argentina to join the United Nations
"in our common struggle against aggressors.” A
good many observers had nice words to say for
the conference and for its 130-page agreement under

AI-THDUGH battle-weary Gls on the Western Front

HOME

IENS._FRON

which all signatories puaranteed their respective
frontiers and pledged political independence for each
other. !

Navy Cmdr, Harold E. Stassen, former Governor
of Minnesota, went further. In a specch at Minne-
apolis, he sketched a seven-point program which
he said would dedicate the United States to
a principle of interdependence of all nations. The
speaker, a Republican delegate to the United Nations
Security Conference in San Francisco next month,
suggested a gradually developed * higher level of
world government, with legislative, judicial and
executive functions and with world-wide jurisdic-
tion."" Stassen envisioned this organization as
developing a basic world-wide Jaw starting with the
* fundamental code of human rights.”" The majority
of Republican Senators, however, were reported as
feeling that Stassen’s scheme was just a trifle prema-
ture at this stage of the game,

The Administration suffered a setback in its effort
to have the Bretton Woods agreement matified by
Congress before the San Francisco conclave. Secre-
tary of the Treasury Henry Morgenthau appeared
before the House Banking Committes to plead for
legislation to permit the U.5. to join in the establish-
ment of an international bank and monetary fund.
Those two things were agreed upon as means of
combating economic warfare at the meeting of repre-
sentatives of 44 nations at Bretton Woods, N.H.,
last July. Some GOP members of the House com-
mittee, however, were now asking for an intensive
investigation into all international monetary com-
mitments. Observers thought that such an inguiry
would postpone hope of any international banking
legislation for at least several months.

rRESIDENT RooseveELT got another rebuff on the

home front when the Sepate passed a manpower-
contral bill vastly different from the one he had
asked for in his State of the Union speech. The
Senate bill aims all direct penalties at employers
rather than at workers and makes war mobilization
more voluntary than anything else. It calls for co-
operation among management, labor and govern-
ment in channelling workers where they are
needed most, in contrast to the House-passed May
bill which ordered * work or jail ” for men found to
have disregarded their draft boards’ orders to retain
or switch wartime jobs. The Senate sent its milder
bill back to the House, and it appeared to be headed

YANK The Army Weekly

for an ironing-out econference between the two
branches of Congress.

The House passed another controversial measure
—the first draft of women for war duty in the history
of the country. This particular measure was
requested - by the Administration to supply an
estimated 18,000 nurses for the Army and Navy,
As it went to the Senate, the bill provided for the
induction of male and unmarred female nurses not
over 44 or under 20 years of age. During the
closing hours of debate, the House wrote in a pro-
vision that before any nurse could be inducted, he
or she must be offered a commission by the Army
or Navy. It also stood firmly against a suggestion
to draft marned nurses except those wed after
March 15 of this year. Another amendment pro-
vided that nurses who refused commissions could
be dmfted as Navy seamen or Army privates,
When the bill later came before the Senate Military
Committee, its members were reported to be ™ sorely
divided " over how to handle it. One senator
reckoned as how he didn't * like the idea of draft-
ing someone to wait on you when you are sick.”

CCORDING to the Associated Press, military leaders
_Aam getting fearful about the possibility that war-
weariness may crop op after Hitler's goose is cooked.
The war leaders were represented as contending that
this let-down would be Japan's greatest hope of
moderating the effects of her defeat or of gaining
a compromise peace.  The AP szaid the big
shots want to impress on America that there will

‘be relatively few discharges from the Army and that

there will be the quickest gssible transfer of forces
from Germany to the Pacific area,

Lt. Gen. Brehon B, Somerville, Chief of the Army
Service Forces, made a speech in Washington on the
same subject. He spoke of the big post-V-E Day
task of " moving troops back to this country, hand-
ling their furloughs, re-equipping them and shipping
them to the Pacific.”” The general also mentioned
the necessity of providing new staging areas and
port facilities in the Pacific. These references were
taken by the Associated Press to mean that many
combat troops now in Europe probably will get home
before going to the Orient, but that such personnel

More than half a million sick and wounded
American fighting men were flown out of battle
zones last year with only 28 deaths in flight,
according to the Office of War Information.
Basing its information on reports from all
flight branches of the Army, Navy and Marine
Corps, the OWI reported that 20 per cent of
all American casualties who were returned to
the U.S. in 1944 travelled by plane. There
wasn't a single loss by enemy action.

as service forces, engineers, signal corps, transporta-
tion men and hospital workers will not. However,
the War Department itself had no more to say
about furlonghs than your top-kick usually does.
Congress did some other important things. The
House approved and sent to the Senate a bill to
raize the national-debt limit from 260 billion dollars
to an all-time high of 300 billions. The House
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also voted its new Committee on Un-American
Activities an appropriation of $50,000, The House
Foreign Affairs Committee approved legislation to
extend the date of the lend-lease act one year beyond
its June 3oth expimtion date. It recommended,
however, that the program be stopped with the end
of the war and not tied in with post-war reconstruc-
tion and rehabilitation. And the Senate speedily
confirmed President Roosevelt's appointment of
Stabilization Director Fred M. Vinson to become
Federal Loan Administrator, succeeding Jesse Jones.

Mews about labor still mted front-page coverage.
Thirteen thousand workers at the Briggs Manufac-
turing Co. plants in Detroit voted to retum to work
after a week-long strike. Telephone operators in
New York filed an intention to strike within 2 month
unless their demand for a wage raise of $5 a week was
met, although the War Labor Board had agreed to

' approve a $3 weekly increase. In Washington, there
was as yet no agreement in the wage-hour parley be-
tween soft-coal operators and the United Mine
Workers, led by John L. Lewis. The UMW chief has
filed notice that the union will strike unless he gets a
satisfactory contract to replace the one expinng
March 31. The CIO United Automobile Workers
upheld their wartime no-strike pledge in a

~ referendum conducted among their members in the
U.S. and Canada.

Observers saw good news in the promotion of the
War Labor Board's vice chairman, George W.
Taylor, a University of Pennsylvania professor, to
the chairmanship of the WLB, replacing William
H. Davis, who moved up to Stabilization Director
in place of Fred Vinson, Commentators predicted
a possible end to the dispute between Davis and
Vinson over so-called “fringe’’ wage increases—raises
not involving basic wages or union security—which
have held up several major labor controversies,
Vinson was against such increazes wherever it was
shown they would cause a rise in prices. It was
pointed out that Davis, as Economic Stabilizer, will
have supervision of the Office of Price Administra-
tion, the War Food Administration, the WPB and
other similar agencies and is responsible directly to
Director of War Mobilization James F. Bymes.

A crisis in the air-cargo business was predicted
by the Air Transport Association, which said that
airlines stood to lose 3,000 young employes to the
draft—a loss, it was claimed, that would mean the
grounding of almost half the commercial planes now
in service by April 1.

#E New York Times came up with a big post-war
Tstnry. The paper reported that the broadest pro-
gram of public housing, urban re-development and
rural home improvement in the nation’s history has
been formulated by Federal officials. The Times,
declaring that the plan was designed to clear away
virtually all slums in large cities through joint action
of Federal and municipal agencies and private
investors, =aid legislation for the projects would be
introduced in Congress soon.  The proposed scheme,
according to the Times, involves subsidies of
$1 10,000,000 & VEAT,

As nsual at this season of the year, Old Man River
made the headlines. A flood, ranked fourth in
magnitude in Weather Bureau records, swept the
Ohio River along itz g81-mile length. Ten people
were killed, many war plants were forced to close

FROM HOLLYWOOD,

]

it

down, and 125,000 families were evacuated from
their homes. When the river and its roaring
tributaries had receded, local authorities refused to
permit citizens to return to low areas for fess a
break might occur in the Hood defenses. ounny
Southern California meanwhile had a different .
problem. The roads out there were blocked and iis
mountain ranges wore a white mantle far down their
slopes as a result of the season's heaviest snowifall.
Nine U.5. combat veterans from the European
battlefronts made some interesting comments after
a tour of war factories on the home front. The
Gls were quoted as agreeing that the home front
had no real idea of the hardships endured on the
battle lines, and that many workers don't realize
the direct relation between their jobs and the actual
fighting. The travelling soldiers concluded, how-
ever, that most of the key workmen in war plants
are doing a great job and are making certain of
continued production. " Maybe they're making a lot
of money, but they're making 4 lot of shells, too,”
commented Pfe. Virgil Bames of Ehrhardt, 5.C.

=

HE Army got:a verbal eating out from :
TRnhert A. Taft, Republican ngf Ohio, E[Tﬁrls;na
mobilization debate, The Army, he said, “is pro-
bably as inefficiently used as any labor in the United
Sl_al.li?es.” And he added: ““With perhaps two
millicn men on the fighting fron = ’
six million behind the %inm?" il 2

Jobs and book-learning for returned servicemen
got another airing. Approximately five per cent of
the men in the Army plan to get government jobs
after their discharge and five per cent more think
they “ probably ” will look for work with Uncle
Sam, according to the Information and Education
Division, ASF. Two-thirds of the men who have
definite plans for governmental employment were
in such jobs before entering the Army, the I. & E.
survey stated. Civil Service spokesmen in Washing-
ton announced that persons now in non-temporarcy

Gen. Joseph W. Sulwell is too modest t
wear the chestful of ribbons that he's tntitlcz
to. But when a member of his staff, Maj.
Richard M. Young, tried to follow the chief's
example by leaving off his service decorations
the general told him: “ Get 'em on. You
earned 'em, didn't you?""

govermnment jobs formerly held by returni iers
“.’"'“ be displaced so that ve‘cn:raﬁ;ls can IEEu?lf;l::{:
jobs back. If the job doesn't exist, it was explained
the retumning veteran will be put back in a Imsi.ﬁur:
with like seniority status and pay. The Civil
fur*l.:lc!! ?mmm:cl there would be ample job oppor-
unities for veterans in e ; g
for disabled men, too. bt i S
The first normal peacctime wear afte 2 Wi
“::Il easily be the biggest in ci]leg(--t%:;sio:-};r': ;:::i-
E. V. Hollis, of the U.S. Office of Education,
He released some fignres, too, about how
educated us service peaple are. The great majority
of " emlisted personnel, Hollis raported, have not
cump!utadl college. Of an estimated 10,800,000
men in military service, only three per cent have
graduated, and sheepskins are held by less than

&
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seven per cent of the 199,800 SerVICEWOmen.
Hollis predicted that out of these totals, 6,300,000
eventually will go to college, although not all at
once, since about 32 per cent of all military personnel
haven't finished high school yet. The educator
reported that servicewomen on an average have a
higher level of education than men, and that women
in the Navy and Marines are better educated than
ladies in the Army. Which may or may not provoke
an argument from the Wacs.

Sen. Joseph F. Guffey, Democrat of Pennsyl-
vania, proposed legislation to give each member of
the armed forces a year's base pay upon discharge.
Guffey told reporters that this was “ no bonus bill,

p—

A soldier from Hays, Kans., received a
unique decoration, but he’ll never be able to
wear the dam thing. The GI's young bride
heard that he had distinguished himself in
battle and later she told neighbors proudly:
“ The very minute I learned he had been so
brave, 1 sat right down and crocheted a Purple
Heart and sent it to him Special Delivery.”

and that its objective was to provide veterans with
funds for transition from military to civilian life.
He estimated that the payments would run about
four billion dollars annually in the demobilization
Period. There would be a slight catch, though—pay-
ment would be made after deducting whatever
unemployment insurance might be due a man under
the GI Bjll of Rights, which could amount to as

Much as §z0 a week for 52 weeks in a two-year
Period. ;
Some GIs have different ideas about fattening
their wallets after the war, as, for example, several
guys from the 37th Air Service Group, 37th Oxygen

I, who wrote io the
Detachment, APO 520 Nﬁ:ﬂ.’ ‘fﬂr“m A N sl

Angeles Times: :
Eﬂatinneds QI\D:;LE.W;.‘IETE! averseas and would ]élk-ie f:l;
make contact with wealthy women who woub g ::erls
our postwar plans. Having been jilted nguld
back home and being ﬁnaﬂc_iall]r sillm'r..ih'ﬁ‘- e
Appreciate your L-.:.q;per&tiﬂﬂ in ]r:l.,ﬂ-lfl'l'llg A e

rought to your readers’ attention. ot
didn’t say whether the plea received any TesPORES:

s‘-‘“"i‘-’ﬁ showed that people thl‘“'—'gl:'“!“ﬂthttimfgi
generally were adhering pretty h.mé' ‘E;ir The
Midnight curfew on entertainment and dr 4_-' onthit
Eovernment, however, ran into at least o0

which defied the edict. That was the Lamp Lighters
Club of Washington, I.C., whose attorney said his
client would ignore the closing order because the
club normally didn't open until affer midnight.
Anyway, said the club, the curfew order was just
a “request” and didn't carry legal force. The
Irish got their Irish up about the thing, too, when
the Curfew Control Board in New York decided
that the United Irish Counties Association couldn't
go on celebrmating St. Patrick’s Day until two
o'clock in the moring. The Association said it
would appeal to the War Manpower Commission,
begorra.

Varicty magazine, the bible of show business,
reported that the amusement curfew had turned the
nation's " Broadways" into ghost streets after
midnight. Night-clubs throughout the country were
estimated to be doing 25 to 45 per cent less business,
and movie theaters five to ten per cent less. In New
York City police staged the first prohibifion-type
raid since the curfew went into effect. The cops
hacked a 25-foot bar to pieces with axes and seized
furnishings and a quantity of wet stuff. A polica
inspector said the raid was conducted following the
complaint of a citizen that he Im_rl been rolled for
z50 smackers in the joint. Reviewing the aftermaths
of the corfew ruling, though, those jin the know
predicted that merrymakers wonld soon get used to
early-evening elbow-bending—and midnight coffee-
honses.

mwoeERr Frank Sinatra was put back in 4-F by
Shi_q draft board after spending a brief period in
class 2A-F, which means a physically unfit worker
in an essential business. MNow he's just physically
unfit. Which brings up the story of the soldier whom
police in Omaha, Nebr., found wandering along the
street in a beat-up condition last week. He told the
cops he had used the expression " 4-F " during a
verbal exchange with a passing civilian. That was
all, but it was enough to land the GI in the hospital
with two black eyes and a broken nose,

Penicillin, the latest and most widely nsed Life-
saving drug, has started moving through regular
drug-trade channels, the War Production B 1
announced.  Hitherto, civilian distibution had
been made by the WPB office in Chicago to 7,200
hospitals. The drog is now available to al] hnspi;,atﬁ.
ph}?Sif-iH-ﬂs and dnl.g.'itur{r:nl but is for sale only in
vials for * parenteral medication " which means for
injection into the blood stream or moscles,

There was a bit of a do in Philadelphia alout the
refusal of Henry J. Huston, 36, father of nine child-

"WIDE-OPEN TOWN ™

ren, to leave his §70-a-week hosiery-mill job for war
work at less pay. A draft board slapped Huston,
whose wile is expecting a tenth child, into 1-A and
approved him for limited service in the Army. But
William Leader, draft-appeals-board member, said,
" The Army doesn’t want men with nine children,™
adding that there was little likelihood that Huston
would be drafted.

ELEN ]. SmiTH won a divorce recommendation in

Camden, N.J., after she submitted two grievances
against her husband, Jesse: 1. He brought a * lady
friend " home and demanded that his wife cook for
her and entertain her; z. * Every time I opened my
mouth he reached for a pistol."’

The War Department announced that an
additional 100,000 German prisoners will be shipped
to the U.S. This will bring the total of Germans in
camps in the country to more than 4oo,000. The
purpose of the shift was two-fold, the \?’D said—
to ease the burden of guarding prisoners in Europe
and to help the acute labor shortage in the U.S.

James H. Dunn, the movie actor whao mad? a
comeback in A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, got him-
gelf married to madio singer Edna Rush in Phila-
delphia. Among the attendanis was Betty ISrIllth.
writer of Atgib, Dunn, who's 43, has been dqu:n_-d
twice, while his wife, 37, has one marital split-up
on the recond. Comedian Red Skelton used a

There has been more than one complaint
from GIs that the Army has misclassified them.
But two residents at the Quartermaster School
in Camp Lee, Va., have no such grievance.
In a file room there two n:w_ly-bpm mce.m:?;
found in a drawer properly designated “ M.

1 firdough from the Army 0 marmy actress
hia_duﬂrm I'Javf‘s—ﬂnd to get his tonsils clipped.
The March zoth issue of Look, the ph—-'l:u.'l'ﬁ
magazine, was banned from news stands in Washing-
ton, D.C., by District Attomey Edward M. Curran.
Curman said he took the action because of three
“ indecent " pictures of almost naked women used
in connection with an article entitled Do We Know

Theve's & War On?
I?L":%rrlw&qr:m in Buffalo, N.Y,, have found that

beer can't be heat for satting ‘wilves, 4Tt dries
faster, makes the hair softer, brings a sheen to the
hair, and really doesn’t smell at all,"’ they say.
GIs in the UK can write their own comment;,
PAGE I7
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Plea for Pin-ups
Dlear Y ANK,

We were told we were fighting for the Four Freedoms,
one of which would include the privilege of having pin-
up girls on our tent walls.

We have acqoitted ourselves on the field of battle
creditably,  For that reasom we have earned the right
to enjoy those Four Freedoms,

By no conceivable twist of the imagination could
there be a breach of the economic, political, social or
military policies of the High Command in this simple

act of a simple soldier hanging simple pictures on a
simple wall (s=ic).

We were very much dismayed when the order came
to remove the afore-mentioned pictures from the afore-
mentioned wall. Since we, who are again about to
risk our lives, cannot enjoy the privilege of eating,
drinking and making merry, we so¢ 0o Ieason wh}r we
should not be able to at least look at Mary.

Det. of Patients, Britain.

MNazi Non-coms as POWs
Diear YAk,

As the Allied armies move in to strangle Germany
we get the impression that we are winning the war.
We stick out our chestz, roll up our sleeves and ask for
unconditional surrender, The aim of all this is to stamp
out the Mazi doctrines and terror forever. 50 we are

d.
mlw: are certainly winning the fighting end of the war
but if we deal with a surrendered Germany—" pncon-
ditional’® or not—as we have d?ajt with the Nazi prison-
ers who are in the POW camps in the States now, all will
be lost. The Allied Military Government is going to be
firm and just with Germans in captured German towns.
Why then can't the Army be consistent and handle
P¥Ws that way, too? ; L

{;erman non-coms enjoy practically the same
authority in POW camps in the States as they held in
the German Army., The effect of this is a formation of
“Jittle Germany © in each POW camp where persecation

of anti-Nazi Germans is the mle,  Is this the Army's
* (our Army's) idea of firm and just treatment? Or are
the POWSs in some way different from other Germans?
I think we will agree that the German non-com is more
of a disciple of Nazi philosophy than most of the other
soldiers.  He became a non-com becanse he adhered to
Nagi policy more closely than others. And he enjoys
practically the same auwthority in POW camps as he
enjoyed in the German Army.

Anyone can see this policy encoumges the Nazi

Pvi. T. W,
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prisoners. And it certainly plays hell on any German
prisoner who wants to be an anti-Nazi. The Army
seems frightened to do anything to dampen the fanatical
Mazism of the German POW; yet they are going to be
firm.

Bricain,

Five Years in the ETO
Dear Y ANK, s

How's about sparing a few lines for a couple of
ETO-happy gals from Pomona,Calif. ? Being gold-plated,
beat-up civilians, our only claims to the honor are un-
dying love for your publication (the first touch of real
home-readin’ we've cast peepers on for five solid years),
and ‘equally undying delight in hearing a sad-sack of a
homesick (1 say, '' Gee, it's swell to talk to an American
girl agrin!"’ We figure, in fact, that if all the guys who
have said something like that to us were laid end . to
end, they'd look awiul silly but would probably reach
from Los Angeles to Atlantic City ! :

Our reluctant presence here is due almost entirely to
the elegance of the beautifully-illustrated brochure en-
titled : *' England, the Travellers' Joy."' or something
equally alluring, which the travel bureau in downtown
L.A. no doubt still drools over. In a weak moment we
fell for it, but it mentioned nothing about a war; hence,
after several months in 1939 of waxing bitter (as they
say) with tramsport officials, we resigned ourselves to
staying and decided to win the whole thing 5'9%{"’--
handed. The first five years have gone fairly quic ly
—haven't seemed a day over zo, in fact. Between
bomb and bicycle dodging, Rosie-the-Riveter stuff, Red
Crossing, and Canteen K. P., we've been trying to con-
vince the natives that there iz absolutely no foundation
to the theory that “Oooch, Frankie” is the main-spring
of all American girls' vocabularies, Chur Succrss remains
to be seen, but anyway, fellas, we are living proof that
even five years of the ETO can’t keep a good Yank
down !
Britain.

Add the 9th and 26th

Dear Y ANIK, .
I've just finished teading your issue of Yank dated

Pfc. JOHH DAHL

BILLIE AND SHIRLEY DWYER

Feb. 25. 1 have great respect for your publication and_

look forward to'its appearance each week. However,
in "'Strictly I }?5:1 omitted the Ninth Infantry
Division in naming all the divizions listed for publica-
tion on the Western Front as of Jan, zz2.

The Ninth Infantry Division landed D plus 3 on the
shores of Normandy, after chasing the Hun off the shores
af Moroeco back into the hills of Algiers. They pursaed
the said Hun until the last one was either dead, wounded,
off African so0il or behind barbed wire, They chased
him across the Mediterranean, and off the island of
Sicily. From there they returued to England and
landed on D plus 3. After cutting the peninsula, they
proceeded north and were instromental in the fall of
Cherbourg.  This conld go on indefinitely.

I hope in justice to fellow Ninth Division men who
lie in bed wonnded, and for those still gallantly hghting,
you will correct this error,
Diet. of Patients, Britain. [T T
Dear ¥anx,

To regard to your article in Yawe (Feb. 25) on divi-
sion in the ETO, I don’t seem to be able to find the
zhth Division among the divisions listed. It's probably
a mere slip but seeing as they have been in combat since
Oct, 7 aml were in Luxembourg when T left them Jan,
r3 I thonght I would call your attention to your mistake,
Undouhtedly you will receive numerous Ietters from
members of the Yankee Division as to this error.

Det. of Potienes, Britain. Sgb. B W,

[Same cutfits, after being anmounced as being In a
theater, are put back tempararily on the security list. That
may account for the omission of these two divisions from
the compilation made by YANK’s Paris bureau.—Ed.}.

Maore West Points
Dear Yauk,

We are going to need very much more than compulsory
military training in the postwar world., If we are to
progress as we wish, one year of compulsory training
would just put the brakes om many of our technical

WEEKLY
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fields. Which are we to choose, a big Army trained
with our present tactics, or a better educational system
producing technicians to keep a smaller Army informed
on the changing ways to make war? Our big Army of
tomorrow is as likely to be worthless az France's Maginot
Line unless we have a well-educated population to supply
the best technicians,

What I advocate isn't a compulsory training law at
all, but a house-cleaning of what Army we do have, Set
up other schools as well publicized as West Point for the
young men who can make the requirements. Then we
will have technical and military knowledge working in
harmony. In that way our Army would be ready to
train or fight with the very newest ways of war.

Britain, Sat. 1. P. THORNTON
Air Force Medals

I'.'eaf Yank,

. We gota gripe against the Army Air Foree and think
it's a fair ome, We are just a squadron of Navy air-
crewmen, and believe our opinion is shared with many
other men’ of the MNaval Air Force,

We think the AAF is doing OK, but our gripe is how
they hand out the medals. These fellows are given the
Air Medal for completing five missions, That's 0K, hut
that isn't what really burns us up. For completing 15
missions they are given the DFC, one of our country's
mﬁhﬁj’:‘(?‘m:}ls' It's an insult to the men who earned

I o and more so0 to the ir lives
:tmlI received this awand. #9°0 who gave thet Ve

How about putting the Arm f
standards for dL‘CDr'.‘Lﬁ%rDE? ¥ and: Navy oo o
Pacific.

*aho signed by nine cihers,

R P. STESSEN AQMIc*

Words with Wings

How's your Air Force “slanguage?’” You
can checle it with this list t:umpilg bg;r i:he 3s7th
Mustang group. Most of these eXpressions are
in general use, some originated with the 357th:

CLOBBER ... splatter, hit, telling strikes
LUFTBERRY planes in a circle, %nsn after
; another,
?ELIT o ; half roll and dive.
e e ... junior pilot.
HE e .-+ hot pilot, émd sh:.li-‘:dttn
COLD MEAT ... .- casy target.
BALLS OUT ... full speed, all out.
' HAPPY VALLEY... ... the Rubr Valley.
PLAK HOME ... rest home for combat pilots,
BIG FRIEND bomber
BIG B . ... Berlin.

GAGGLE ... bunch, flock, Big formati
STRICTLY 1o-TENTHS bad weather san tocs.

LITTLE FAT FRIEND. | .o e 7
DOUBLE-BREASTED FRIEND 3.

_ S
EPHUS  the needle, ridicule, foal, r;:itic’iie;

BD'(".:EYE ne unidentified airceaft.
BAG OF BOLTS oo WAr-weary aircraft,
{%I::rT Jor | jet-gjt:npiﬂtd aircraft.

; T e gt IS5I0AT.
C'EST LA GUERRE snaf:f,' aT 52-.'-.3:1

up, foiled, “what
the hell,”  mnuts,
et =

Do you know any more good Air Force
L1 #a - “
slanguage,' used either in the ajr or on the

around?  Tf vou do, mail them j il
print another selection, i s

Civilian Readjustment

Pear Yank,

This is a reply by a soldier to the view r
our eminent authorities on the pm'hrﬁifﬂ:{éﬁa?l}ﬂ
justing themselves to civilian life, [ have ni qualms
about the so-called *‘readjustment’” of the soldier., In
my opimon, it s the civilians who will have to do the
readjusting. From the newspapers, radio and reading
between the lines, we can readily see that the civilians
are living a less normal life than we are, They are Dow

CentrAL-SouTH Pacifc: Pfe. Geo James Goble,
Pic. Justin Giray, Sgt, Lar McManu&ﬁgEulriu.!'N%phm:, Masoa
E. Pawlak, Pho.Mlc., USNR., Sg1. Bill Reed, Sgt. Jock Ruge, 5gt. Lo
W‘I-Lmn. 2 k

ESTERN Paciiic: Cpl, Tom O Bri ; EITHE,
. Bumma-Inoia anD Crin: Sgi. m : {EEEIIEEL Cpl. Jud Cook:
Sgl- Paul Johnston, Sgt. Walter Peters, Sgi. Dave Richardson, Bgt:
Lou Sioumen,

Avaska: Sgi. Ray Duncan, Cp. verstick.

Irax: Sgi. Burit %\-nns. e i

Panania: Cpl, Richard Diouginss.

Punto Rico: S, Don Cooke, Pfc. James Torio:

BraziL: Pfe. Mot Bodiin,

BerMuoa: Cpl. Willinm Pepe di Bois.

CENTRAL AFRICA: Sgi. Henneth Abbott

IceLano: Sgt. John Moran,

:m—r;ntg:umg‘: St E-S:—.:E:u Bode,

ANY nald Mugent, Ske. s Offecer:

Commanding Officer: Cal. Franklin 8. Farsberg, il Ok
Muj. Jack W. Weeks. Business Manage: @ Capi, Marth | vance, Maj
seas Burean Officers: London, Coapl. Hurry R, Roberis: | e M:i-
Charles L. Holt, Lt. H. Stahicy Thompson ; Ausiralis-Phiippings oo,
Haorold B, Hawley: Central Pacific, Maj. Josua Egﬁ“"“n Bura:
Pacific, Maj. Justus J. Croemer; Iisly, Maj. Robert m“m'rmmh
India, Capt. Harold A, Burroughs: Iran, Lt David Gafill; it
E:lpt_ Howard well : Puerto Rico, Capt, Prank Gladstene; M

1, .

Capt. Koowlion Amoies

T




used to earning large sums of money and usually they

- are living-far beyond their carnings. They are ﬁctung
used to many things which normally they could not
afford,

When the servicemen return, there will be a probable
period of continued prosperity, then things will start
going on the downgrade, especially salaries. The aver-
age civilian will find it rather difficult to.give up certain
conveniences and luxuries to which he has been accus-
tomed during the period of prosperity. The soldier h,a‘s
learned to do without many conveniences and luxuries
and to get along with the bare necessities, To him, it
will be no problem of getting adjusted to hard times.
He has been used to them E]‘I.I‘ﬂugJ]'luut his whole Army
career, Of course, for same soldiers there will be some
slight problem of getting used to a life of comparative
1ﬂlﬂt and inactivity, and of seeing and going with
decent women again, ete. But on the whole I contend
that those who are writing all the phony articles about
the readjustment of the soldier for all the magazines
are merely speaking of a small minority of the services
mien. -

Britain. T[S €. COOPERMAN

Bill of Rights (cont.)
T YANK,

We (the undersigned) wish to inform Pvt, G. I-l.lthall:
his letter rtaining to the GI Bill of Rights, P!lbhs'h‘:"
in the Feb, 18 Mail Call, has given us the fe?r;'lm_g that

«not all GIs overlook what is taking place in Washington
while they serve in the conntry’s armed forces overseas,

To you, G.H., we say that you showed very souft
reasoning on the subject and have thereby won U'l:;
wholehearted interest. It's strange that those respo
fible for the Bill did not see things that way. i
Britain, cpl JOHH M. MILEWSKI

“Alia signed by 47 othars.

[Briefly; Pyt. G. H. criticised the Bill as offering only
negligi f: hen:ﬂuH:t:r:h: veterans ‘not re:urn!ng: to
Ichool, and asserted the loan provisions aoffered only a

ebt, and not economic Independmca.-—l’:'d-]-

PX for Plutocrats

Jear ¥ang,

o We
I'm stationed zomewhere along the Ledo road.

= - i : . . ashamexd
ve a PX, but anything a guy wouldn't h!}‘{:sﬁ; 6o

send home as a gift costs anywhere from illow
Tupees. roy }_,h,'s.aﬁ to Rs. 300 (Sgu), Even “P‘!,’;EEE
£aver with the CBI insignia on it costs 22 TUPEEE: | 0 5
ks (I mean something a gal back home WiT = uy in
Bverybady with the words 'L got this frodh alftu};tte
India") il stick you go rupecs. Sghiahal EM
& the same, Damh, cven a doll costs 20 TUpE ur X
Wil you please use your influence o hawhnw g
divided intn two sections? In one §m:t|.nn let ld{'-“‘t i
Woman (damned if 1°1] take a man’s word), 41

= - listed thercin
“plain to me the reason for the Pricts S o into

Or It her show me the gold or the sapp rould
] - It woul
materials [ hope to pay 300 rupees for
E me six months to save up that sum. anything

In the ather section let there be mmﬂrl;::n%.gr present
- long as it is novel) costing pnder Hs. bo

I¥Erage price,

cH
Indiq. cpl JOEL LTH
Cold Huts
ar ¥awe, { against the

¥E yet to hear any as rsions Cas e
frrent coke shortage in the Iﬁ‘ Ko Whtle orked a real

§ tifle trivial to some, this shurtalﬂf'ﬂl,?'; after working
In my owi ]:-]:F:'l.hl‘.‘ change in

aIan'd-‘l-]‘l'!].nn on some of us. it
whle dﬂ}' in o warm office as a

-atchin

h“?“"ﬁ['llrp in my hut means 2 real d“ng",r F}i;:t}arg*f'

E;::]r » While it is true our ration often !El‘:"llth“_II ;
Ere of the evening, these Nigsen :!mlﬁ fail t

are Wintry hlast the rest of the '”—Eht.thf« privile

Ny in Frapce who don’t €njoy i

# shelter, but in that we do have S

il
e 8tove T shiould think something coulC U0
H;!:F their continued warmth. I “"g.n T onr W
i_llml-m“ to thiz problem not only upp:a,tgva-s that will
fhee - BBt an effort be made to procure

Tk 5
oW off 4 little heat, col. FRED JoHMSOH

b anks to the Yanks
pn:r Yane, I the British
Haer BUTE T am expressing the feelings of 'lf-ﬂf.,;q- when
I:ln'-‘r:rlli’l'r."i of war rl.!El'I]ﬂ}' .r:'rjﬂt]'.lil.[r.‘i! fnjﬁb”[‘ I_'i'EF' I.'Lm[-']"l-

n-‘mltm{ 90 record our gratitude t0 the st :

RSN t ]' & : df‘ o

Wy it L.amma, ’ attitu

|il.‘-.|:::_1:|ltit Maintaining o strictly ,'T”Ff'“;]t_.i,‘.iﬁ.nr.ll hand

af A on gl pontroversial goestions, B

1K, ; P o check 01
WHeang worked untiringly in koeping #

L

“Look, | kept telling you we were too low over the Channel.”

—Pic, Frank Q. Hewitt

our whereabouts while we were being taken north, in
assisting in the negotiations for the change of prisoners,
and-in our conveyance back to British lines when agree-
ment had heen reached.,

I don't think the story has yet been told of the two
Yanks who, intent on getting through to Athens, ar-
ranged a 1o-minute truce in the middle of a herce battle
pear Levadia while they took their jeep through.

Wi were in o sorry enough state by the time we were
released, but it would have been appreciably worse but
for the efforts of the Americans.

I dlon't know the names of any of the personnel of the
American Mission but they did a swell jobeand 1'd like to
take this opportunity to say * thanks a million,"
Britain. Col. ROW GREEN, R.AF.

British Demobilization

Dear Y ANK, \

There are two features in the British demobilization
plan which 1 would like to see adopted in the American

lan,

s First, age should be included az a major factor in
determining priotity of demobilization, The older
fellows have had to take a roogh deal from the start,
physically and emotionally as well as economically. They
deserve & break,

Secondly, I feel the group demobilization of the
Hritish plan has certain advantages over our plan (which
evaluates each individwal) and is much more democratic,
In so many cascs, a certain group of men have been
denied vanous privileges and advantages because they
did their job well and coold not be spared. That is
well enough now, but when the time comes for
Jdemobilization, it will not be fair to penalize a man
simply hecause he is efficient at an important job,
while letting Snafu reap all the benefits. For this preat
event 1 would like to ze¢ the regalation applied
ppiversally to all soldiers, and t_hl‘_ War Department
fake it for granted that no man is irceplaceable.  The
British have discarded the conception of the “indispen-
gahle man.' Why can’t we?
Camp Blanding, Fla. €pl. SOL STEIH

W ANK,
L“‘.iir:cnrﬂing to the British demobilization bill, each and

gvery man i the H-I'iﬁs]:l Armed. Service can sit down
and hgure out in a few minutes just whrr! il-u_- AV ExXjMCt
o Do discharged alter cessation of hostilities—age and
fength of service being the only thing that counts, 'I_h:—-y
rechgnize no such thing as essentality. The American
rian of demobilization is the most complicated mess
1hat was ever devised. . . ,

There is one category of men who have been com-
jetely forgotten oF ignored by the American demobiliza-
EE 31? n. I'mean the men in their thirties who married
ton BT and whose wives are approaching their
late l_n,ln“ who are now childless (ue to war conditions
fﬂrﬁ":ﬁuw hopes of ever hr-n:'ing a family arc blasted
ik s the plan has no consideration for age,

Dear ¥ANK.
. Althoug i
;i the British one, y mud
]E'?'}:h:p “hegin functioning the ‘lﬂll af i:r'!‘l1l:+!|1_'\_vl 5
s i will emerge as the better gie.  Then, too, o great
dm:iu:r uf our seasoned veterans will find that the word

h atirs on the surface may seem the fnirer
by its very simplicity and its

I'I'm:scntiﬂ " s o be their nemesis, while the British
crmsider no man essential. . . .

i Sgi. ARNOLD HOPPER
Yima, AT,

Line Sergeants
Dear Yank,

Just finighed reading the Madl Call letier about exams
for NCOs, I believe Maj. Augustus T, Wilson may have
something there about this here exams to rate men for
NCO jobs.  But what about those bovs who didn't have
evnough time for schooling, Lot make good NCOs in line
outfits?  Are they to give up what they made to soldiers
who were lucky enough to finish school

The man who proves himself s the one who is able
to- get an NCO rating in the line of duty, not on what
he learned at school, T am sure wethave plenty of NCOs
who have proved their worth by doing a great job in the
line. Those who went through school have the easy jobs
in offices and what not. I for one don’t approve of this
here exams for ratings.

Bricain.

Qccupation, Rotation
Irear YaRK, ¢ :

After giving this much consideration, we think we
have the solution to the Army of Occapation.  Our plan
is very simple, and shonld satisfy every single GI. Let
every soldier who has marmel in this theater stay (o
police the occupied territory.  After all, oor American
girls are waiting at home for us.

Britain.

Sgh. SACKMAN

BOYS OF BARRACKS 31

Liear Yask: p < -

Uve read in the Yane amd the Stars and Stripes all
sorts of different plans for demaobilization, I_rl.lt &0 far 1
haven't read any suggestion that some consideration be
given those whio were in the Army long before Pearl
Harhor, amd have been overseas 3o months or better
without so much as being granted a furlough before
leaving the States. Tam not writing this only for myvself.
T am sire there are a hell of o lot of other soldiers over-
seas better than o months wha havve spent il._i-"l-'l11[I'|1' of
veard prior to that in the States without getting a for-
fough while they were there breause the Army claimel
it didn't have cnuff men at that time.  Four andl oni-
half years away from home is a long time to spend,
whether it be all pverseas or jo-50 e

This coull aleo be consgdered before digging into that
Larrel for these jo-day furlooghs!
Brirain, Mi5gt. ROGER W. JOHHSRUD

Week's Cover

" 0T has been one river after

anothar for the Enginoors
avar since the D-Day land-
I‘Hﬂ’-.- and dl.'lliﬂﬂ the hig
push to the Rhina they
wera busy again. A Signal
§ Corps photographer found
" these "Combat Engineers
constfucting a fleating
treadway under enemy fire.

This

Pictures + Cover, Signal Corps: & 3and 4, Signal Corpé. 5. Gpt
Rag Kenny. 6 Sgt Ben Schnall, 7. Sgr Jee Pazen, 9, Acme,
10, Pyvit. George Asrons, |2 Upper, St Schmally lower, Put
Aagrons. 13 Upper, Pit, Aarons; lower, Sgt. John Fram. |4,
Lafr, Acmet right. PA: 15, Laft. IMP; right, Keystono. 16, Upper
1eft and centor, PA: Tower 1eft and right, 1MNP: coentor ledt, 1».'¢ ¥
stone. 30, Upper right and lower left, Acmi; others, B4 4, Px_
72, Warner
Keystane

ros. 23, Left and conter, Bth Ale Force; othirs,




These stars of the spiked-
shoe ranks have attracted
the rost attention during

the current indoor season.

Ace dasnmaon is Herb Thempsan BM1c, Coost Guard, shown edging Cpl. Barney
Ewell (third from left] and Bill Mathis, Washingfon schoolbey star (extreme left),
3 tying meet-recerd time of 5.3 seconds for S50.yord dosh of BAA Gamaes.

Track cooches say Elmore Harris,
young Negro hurdler, needs only
experience to be the star indoors he
was outdoors during 1944 when he
won MCAA and AAU titles in 400-

Mest consistent pole vaulter is Cpl. Millen Padway, éx-Wisconsin star wha won meter run and 200-meter hurdles

at Millrese AA and BAA meets. Milten, who is o Gl lowyer, didn't do it at
either meetl. but he is capable of foaring 14 feet when he hos fima to train

i i Ed Bugger (secand from laf)

e aiit] i toss-up this year between g . .
::;d;'épnaz;lr";?"z!? :f Iﬂﬂ-“-_.. ECAF {right). Bugger got the verdict with a 7 5
soconds’ win at 60 yards in Mew York's Millrose Games, bul it was clase.

(1 .. o ¥ d
Kinzle (extrame right) turned the tebles on Duggar in “L‘EP""EI the 45 rn-::-
hurdles in 5.8 seconds a1 Baston's BAA Games, but again il was very 'F"I
A. A. Snyder of Dortmouth s shewn fAnishing third behind the two old rivals



off-again-on-again tardy arrival from
; Sweden have deadened the - public's
interest in indoor track this season. As in hase-
ball, boxing and pro football, veterans who in
normal times would have long ago stopped
running for anything except streetcars are
doing their best to keep the sport alive, but it
isn't exactly in radiant health.

Some of the mames on this winter's track
programs, like Elmore Harris' and Cpl. Milton
Padway, mystify the fan who has been on an
overseas assignment for a couple of vears, but
there are still familiar ones like Lt. Charley
Beetham, Jim Rafferty, Forrest Efaw, Sgt
Howard Borck, Eulace Peacock, Dave Albritton,
Cpl. Barney Ewell, F/O Don Kinzle, Ens. Tommy
Quinn, Ed Dugger and Don Burnham. They, with
Harris and Padway, have been the main attrac-
tionz at the indoor meets.

Blue-ribbon event of indoor track, of course,
is the mile. America’s hope against Haag, if the
Swede decides to run at that distance, 1s a
: medium-sized 29-vear-old New York bank teller
& named Jim Rafferty who has eight years of
B major competition for Fordham and the New

B York Athletic Club under his belt. Rafferty’s

S best effort was a 4:10.3 mile behind Leslie M?:-
| Mitchell of NYU, but he was never ljaadllme
material until Parson Dodds swapped his spikes

for ministerial robes,

Since then the New Yorker has had every-
thing his own way in winning the Metropalitan
AAU, Millrose AA, and Boston AA miles in
4:15.7, 4:13.1 and 4:13.3, respectively. Keeping
up the best tradition of the Glenn Cunningham-
Bill Bonthron-Gene Venzke era — that suc-

G IL Dodds’ retirement and Gunder Haag's

serious, leg ail-
did not blossom
or he got out of

cessful milers must have some
ment in their youth—Rafferty
as a distance runner until aft
college and broke his leg.
Elmore Harris, a young Neg
the colors of Johnny Borican's old
Shore AC of Elberor}. N. J., L
lrack s a future g
Petes iﬁuﬂjﬁgezﬂg indeors. He was the sensatiug
of the 1944 outdoor season, when he aénerepi:r
from obscurity by winning both the 400-T0€ 0
and the low-hurdles titles at the NCA::: a.;{l Lihe
AAU Championships. Before that he ha
most of his running as a
State 'I"E'E-T‘l_?\?'a,) Cuﬁege football team.

; ; reteran  Jim
Although Harris trailed W Y tan vorg

Negro who runs in
: outfit, the

{. Harris com-

Herbert in both the Millrose and BDNYU. who 15

events, Coach Emil von Ellli“g of iddle-dis-
tutoring him, thinks he will breaﬁif“ ;
tance records. Von Elling blames i'® -
“the Milirose “and Boston events to _lf‘efxﬁfr{;ﬁl:vn
indoors. He points out that Harrc';‘ =3 ot @
at the Frst turn in the Millrose Games. =

Vets Carry [

iz being touted by=

halfback on the Morgan

PR & W i

Lacking brilliance of America’s milers of the past, Jim Rafferty, 29-yeor-old New York bank feller, was
undefeated in first three starts of indoor seasen against mediocre milers after Dodds’ retirement.

break when the race was recalled, but then
allowed himself to get boxed. At Boston, he tired
himself by successive spurts to keep the lead
early in the race and was unable 1o stand off
Herbert's final kick.

Two of the best Gls competing this season are
Cpls. Barney Ewell and Milt Padway. Ewell
won the dash at the Millrose meet buf was
nipped by Herb Thompson BMle of the Coast
Guard at Boston in 5.3—time which tied the meet

record, Ewell, a former Penn State star. iz sta-

tioned at Camp Kilmer, N, J., where he works in
the supply room., Thompson is a communica-
tions man in a disaster unit.

Padway. who holds BA and LLD degrees
from the University of Wisconsin, is attached
to the New York Engineers office in the contract
termination depariment, Able to train only one
day a weex at Columbia, he easily won the pole

e N A e, N

SPORTS

By Cpl. TOM SHEHAN

vault at both the Millrose and Boston meets.

F/O Don Kinzle of the RCAF, former South-
ern Conference champion while at Duke, is
another competitor who has added some spice
to this indoor-track season, Kinzle lost a photo
finish to Ed Dugger in the 60-yard high hurdles
at the Millrose AA affair but reversed the
verdict at Boston at 45 yvards. Dugger, the only
man ever to beat Fred Walker of Rice at the
NCAA Championships, is an aeronautical engi-
neer at a Davton plane factory. He was a one-
man track team at Tufts College a few vears ago,

Probably the oldest veteran still in action is
Dave Albritton, 31-year-old Negro high jumper
from Dawton, Ohio, He is the only member of
the 1936 Berlin Olympie team still drawing
expense money. But he isn’{ jumping high
enough-to get a tie for second place, even with
the kind of opposition he is facing nowadavs

" S_?ORTS SERVICE RECORD

: ~+hall coach
. Fran G. Welch, peacetime fD'Jtc?wae-rl's Col-
al Emporia (Kans.) S5!ate TPETJ rF
lege, is conducting the second s
Ci¥ilian gpaches overséas 0 ‘o USRS
Sthools for Army athletic officel \fediterraneen
ExXpected 1o spend 60 days in the 0o -
ar'Ba, Cecil Isbell, Purdue coach bzli'
Green Bav star, will ieach fm_:”l :
H"h“nl former Oregon Unn'EI‘SlT!i_ I.
handle’ baskethall instruction; William == = x-
Svanough, West Point boxing C“B.':'i;' williom
Plain the ‘art of self-defense, ang . i
'8ald Bill) Hargiss, formerly @
Versity, will handle track and

ansas Uni-
K i1 b]e[:t 5.

Jthers in the group are Sewerd ]

e eetor of physical education 87 : it
» Allinois: Dean Nesmith, BaN%88 o onllegi-
1-ﬂl:l'w_-r_ and George White, eastern c Comdr

:i:'& ':‘ﬁ'it':.hi. . . Alsn ,I_Ec'lﬂg ._fr!dt'j'hl 3
"9tk Dempsey of the Cozst GUAlth - aces.
# three-15_fve-month visit to Pacil

Erwin Rudolph, five-time world billiards cham-
plon, was embarrassed during an exhibition !
Fort Benning. Ga., when he dropped two of
three maiches 1o Cpl. Don Willis.

Wournded: Lt. Jack Knott, former 5t Loiis
Browns pitcher, in Belgium: Sgt. Emmett J,
Mueller, ex-Phillies infielder, in Germany. .
Rejected: Morten Cooper, St. Louiz Cardinals
pitcher. - Reclassified; Pat Seerey, Cleveland
Indians outfielder, ‘previcusly rejected, to 1-A,
Retired; Cel. Larry MacPhail, former general
manager of the Dodgers and Reds, who heads
the syndicate which purchased the Yankees:
Lt. R. E. (Bill} Henderson, acting head coach of
fontball and head coach of basketball at Bayior
to inactive duty. . . . Inducted: Roy Mueller, 32-
vear-old catcher of the Cincinnati Reds. at the
awew Cumberland (Pa ) Reception Station. Joke
il'.‘nde. Yankees pitcher, at Bainbridge, Md., and
Barry Whitehead, first racing secretary at El
Hipodromo de las Americas in Mexico f_.!'t}'_fil'ltl
aficial at California fracks in San Franeisco
S mransferred: Maj. Ernie Nevers, former Stan-
frrd All-American and ex-coach of Lafayette
~md the Chicago Cardinals. from, Treasure Is-
tand, San Franeisco, =x'.FL|5'-"’ San Diego Marine

THEE!

Corps base s athlenic

1

S

BEE&UBED_ BOOT. Stan Musial, star outfielder
of the Cardinals, gets his sorin number for bool

fraining at the Boinbridge (Md) Maoval Station






Notes from a UK Fort Base

NGLAND—Back in 194z when William Ploss of

Trafford, Pa., was dragged away from high

school and into the Army at $21 a month one
of the things that irritated him most was the frustrat-
ing refrain: “You'll never get rich you son of a
bitch. ¥ou're in the Army now."’

Since then Ploss, now a corporal in the 38s5th
Bomb Group, has made the writer of that old Army
ditty swallow his lyrics. For in his off-time hours
Ploss is getting nich painting flattering life-sized
color portraits of soldiers” wives and sweethearts.
He copies them from the snapshots the men carry
around in their wallets, ;

L

2 g ! -,
NEWELL OF LOFG. BEACH caLlr. cmL
W PLDSS AND HIS PORTRAIL OF RUBY,

ol W

Ploss has. had no difficulty getting customers.
“There isn't a guy in the Army,"” he says, who
doesn’t want to show you his wife's picture. When
E:;:y approach me, 1 just give them a good sales

i

Like Velasquez, Ploss relies on flattery. “'A guy
doesn't mind his wife being glamorized a bit, he
says. “If her nose is too long, 1 can shorten it.
If she has buck teeth, T can push them back.

When Ploss started painting at Chanute Field, T11.,
he charged only 75 cents for a portrait. But his
price has risen since then. In England a Ploss
Portrait costs two quid. Ploss reasons that they
are worth more over here, .

A maln 1';];5@5 his wife more than he did back
in the States and the phntuj;rnphs he carries amu}m
are often so weather-beaten and torn that they're
hardly worth looking at.” :

With some of the extra mooey he has made_m
England, Ploss sent home for an air-brush, which

s speeded up his production considerably. He uses
four or five colors and can now turn out three
portraits a night if he feels in the mood. Before
he starte, he pets the soldier to tell him what color
to paint the eyes, hair and complexion,

About a maonth ago a crew in the 385th Bomb
Group called on Ploss to paint a portrait of Cpl.
Ruby Newell on its Flying Fortress. Ruby, you
may recall, was recently judged by Stars and Stripos
to be the most beautiful Wac in the UK.

Lving Forts aren't built for airobatics, but some-

times one of them is called upon to do a fancy
trick or two, just the same.

Take Sgfan’s Maie, o Fort of the 385th Bomb
Group, for example. Returning from Germany after

pping its bombload, the plane did a complete
back zomersault without damaging herself or the
Erewr,

It happen n the way back from Rheine. The
Fort w..l;p[;yfudg?_-,n ius'lﬂlﬂ{ﬂntﬁ, and had just started
to make a z23-degree climb to get out of the soup.

Suddenly the plane became caught in the slip-
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stream of the Fort ahead. Satan’s Mate shot up at
g0 degrees, flopped over on her back and then went
down in a screaming dive. Her air speed was
recorded at 380,

The pilot and co-pilot, Lts..James L. Fleisher of
Peoria, Ill., and Paul H. Cowling of Wichita Falls,
Tex., were jammed up against the cockpit. They
still held the stick and together managed to pull out

‘of the dive.

The centrifugal force of the dive kept the waist
gunner, Sgt. Robert R, Cory of Farror, Iowa, and
the radio operator, Sgt. Trevor J. Kevan of Lake
Forest, Ill., stuck against the roof. It wasn't until

after they pulled out and began climbing into |

formation again that they fell back into their normal
positions.

Except for bruised heads and hits from flying
K-ration boxes, the crew was unhurt., A hole was
knocked out of the plexi-glass radio hateh. If it had
been a little larger, the radio operator would have
fallen through,

When the plane landed in England the crew got
out to look at the damage. They were amazed to
‘find that there was none, except for 74 rivets that
had pulled out of the stabilizer,

So far as the crew know, they are the first to
loop backwards in a Fort and live to tell the story.
If it has happened to others they would like to hear
about it.

Au:r of people can share the credit for the fact
that, as of last week, Li'l Audrey, a Flying
Fortress of the 385th Bomib Group, had chalked up
111 missions, but no one is any prouder of that
accomplishment than M /Sgt. John R. De Berg of
Henry, S.D. As the plane’s crew chief, he has had
bher under his care since her first mission and has
kept her up in the air for 1020 hours.

There are probably only three or four Forts in the
8th Air Force that can rival Li'l Audrey’s record.
These that reach the 1oo-mark do so as a result of
luck, expert maintenance and good pilots who have
the knack of bringing a plane back on two engines
if they have to,

Li'l Audrey’s first mission was way. back on
March 6, 1044, the date on which the Bth Air Force
flew its first daylight raid over Berlin, She had been
placed in De Berg's care the day before,

Since then she has missed only two Berlin raids
and, not counting practice missions, has averaged
a mission every third day for the past 11 months,
She has bad two turn-backs, for mechanical reasons,
both after she had completed 73 missions. She has
had 18 engines, her plexiglass nose and wings are
studded with flak holes, she has come back three
times with only two engines, yet not one of her
zrew has ever been killed or wounded,

De Berg and his ground crew are natarafly nee
= L 1t
pleased by all this. In two years De Berg hzsl:mvg;
lost 4 ship. Mary Pai, his ship before L3} Audrey
was declared war-weary, 2
Two pilots have completed the; T
Li'l Audrey. The third and Pft‘ﬁtfnt.lgilft[?;m:g; Lt
John H. Peterson of Chester, Pa. e has 19 more
missions to go. De Berg thinks that the way L'l
Audrey can take it, she'll probably just about last
hm -out;
—By Cpl. EDMUND ANTROBUS
YAMK Staff Correspondent

- W & N
AMND THIS IS A JEEP THAT HAS BEEN BUSTED TO A CIVILIAN,
MEM AT AM ETH AAF DOMBER STATIOM USED OMLY
SALVAGED MATERIAL IN KMNOCHING TOGETHER THIS
STREAMLUINED PEACETIME VERSION OF THE OLD WORKHORSE

these days and the Count, mouldy -old

ex-T/5 who flourishes like skjik cabbage in
warm weather, has hauled his cafeass out of his
sack and found himself a new dream-girl—a Wac
corporal named Abigail. At least she's making
his dreams rosy, although it's anybody’s guess how
he's affecting hers.

We discovered this latest development in Eh.e
Count's emotional life when we paid him a visit
jast week and found him vigorously polishing his
paratroop boots, a task which he never felt up
to in the days before love entered the withered
organ that passes for his heart. * Henceforth,”
he told us, " it will be necessary for me to keep
me boots polished at all times since me Corporal
Abigail is a stickler for correct military bearing.
How's about a little help? Me arm is all worn
out, and when me arm aches | cannot talk of
love," L

E:gm_-r to keep the Count in a talkative mood,
we took over the brush. “| have also decided
that it would enhance me dignity to buy a swagger
stick,” the Count continued, hU_rnm-l_ig a cigarette
and settling back on his cot. “It is very likely
that me top-kick, who does not see Bye to éye
with me on many matters, will not let me carry
cuch a stick in his presence, although me frank
opinion is that what this lousy camp needs is
more swagger sticks and less fatigues. But chac
is not to say that | capnot display 3 swapgger stick,
along with me wings ar_ld_mmhat stars, when |
rake me Corporal Abigail into town.

The Count :ﬁhnd amd hl:-.w_ a_smoke-ring
cl:iHngwal'di- * Me Corporal Mngani," he said,
i heyond doubt the most beautiful girl in the
world, even if she don't make much money. |
have discovered that she is very impressed with a
correct British accent, and this | have hastened to
acquire. Me greeting to her when we are on
duty s, of course, always milicarily correce
‘ Good morning, Corporal,’ | saps. Bur off dyg
1 give her the good old Anthony Eden lings, h ¥
out of Buckingham's Palace. * Cao, rlu-:kg.gllcu:::;
at her, and | follows that up with ' Blimay,'

THERE it an occasional hint o ¢ In the air
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“] THOUGHT | HEARD A RATTLE SOMEWHERE."

—Cpl. Jas Cunninghom

"l REALIZE YOU'VE BEEN A TENDERFOOT EIGHT MONTHS, HADDIGAMN,
BUT YOU KNOW THE T/0 A5 WELL AS | DO.” —Cpl. Dals Thempaan

“WHAT HAVE WE GbT TODAY-CEMENT OR LAUNDRY?"
Sgb. Degie 51, George

OM STILL WEARING THEIR BARSI®
OTHERS INSIST . sgh. F. Phitlipa

"BUT NONE OF THE "I SUPPOSE THINGS MIGHT BE EVEN WORSE-WE COULD BE OVER

EMEMY TERRITORY." Ple. Tom Fannsry




