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A TORCH PUT TO GAS-SOAKED S5TRAW KILLED AT LEAST 150 NEAR GARDELEGEM.
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FREED SLAVE LADORERS PEER FROM THEIR BOX-LIKE WOODEN BUNKS. ABOUT 8,000 OF THEM DIED 1N MARCH,

Buchenwald

By Cpl. HOWARD KATZANDER
YANK Staff Correspondent

{The jollowing, with personal deletions, is a letter
from Cpl. Howard Katzander, YANK Staff
Correspondent, to Sgt. Merle Miller, editor of this
magazine's Continental Edition, after a tour of the
Buchenwald Concentration Camp.  Although not
written for publication, it seems easily one of the
mast revealing accounts of one man's reactions to
this particular form of Nazi barbarism yel to come
out of Germany. )

EAR MERLE,
D Today I toured the Buchenwald Concentra-

tion Camp and, if Nuremberg holds off a couple
of days, I think I'd better write a piece on it. I
can't begin to describe it, not in any way that will
make it seem real. All I'll be able to do will be to
give statistics and layout and how the people look
after four years of starvation, of cruelty.

Remember the bake-ovens I described in the
Marseilles piece—the part about the German prison
camp? Their counterpart is here, but instead of
baking bread in them they were used to destroy
people. It was most efficient, with a heavily barred
gate opening directly on to a door equipped with
a shiding board down which the victims could be
slipped into the deep cellar.

There are various stories about how those victims
were rendered unconscious.

I saw a club which, undoubtedly, was used for
that purpose. And a table where gold fillings were
removed from their teeth. And a shaft through
which they were raised to the oven room. And long
steel stretchers on which they were rolled, often still
alive, into the stinking heat. I don't know yet how
far German efficiency went, but I'm sure that the
heat from so much good coke and from so many tons
of sizzling flesh could not bave been wasted. Doulbt-
less electric blowers also served to circulate the heat
by means of asbestos-insulated pipes to the quarters
of the 55 guards.

But they were not complete beasts about it. They
have a finer side to their nature, as is attested by a
four-line verse painted on a signboard that hangs
above the ovens. The verse is to the effect that man
does not want lus body to be eaten by worms and
insects. He prefers the purilying oblivion of flame.

And there is a practical touch, too—the name of
the manufacturer of the ovens on a steel plate fixed
in the face of each of the two banks of ovens—in
case you, too, should want a crematorium for your
basement.

Do you remember the brief description of the
sleeping quarters for the German prisoners in the
Marseilles submarine pen? Well, they have some-
thing similar here. Similar, that is, in that they
were sleeping quarters. You take barracks about
zoo feet long. Down each side of it you build four

layers of shelves about five or five-and-a-half feet
deep. The lower shelves will be about three feet
apart. The top shelves will be about two feet from
the roof. Two-by-fours, spaced about five fest apart,
cut these shelves up into compartments, each about
five feet wide, five to five-and-a-half feet deep, two
or three feet high. Then into each of these com-
partments you put six men, normally seven, when
the camp is crowded. And remarkably enough there
is room for them. After all, a man whose thighs are
?ﬁugﬁgﬁr amu’?ﬁ than I?-LY forearm doesn’t take up
FOOm. e stench of such 3 mEs
something to dread on a hot spring ﬂ:fri{f:,u:ithe
nauseating stench of vomit ang urine and feces and
i?fldh;ﬁath and rotting, scabrous bodies. Fifteen-
nared men in a single room pe ] in
or ?.t the most twice ELE long as E:lﬁgﬁe?aé;:ﬂg:is'
back home—the ones where we are doubtless housing

mﬂ'II‘Il-j:F German PWs today, lucky fellows.
e :f{}ip% ATe sissies, ]}Ii_arle. They lack the imagina-
fully believed by R only oz is a thing that s ot 10 be
mind u t'lL- out only accepted by the surface of the
Otil it is seen, And even then the charred

ﬁﬁlliiﬁigﬁ and pelvic bones in the furnaces seem
. 4 monstrosi . e
It can’t mean t1 1ty to be given full credence

at they actuall th bein
dead and alive i Rt e ed
them in this m:n:irfro e Dmewand ey
Eut you know that it does mean just that,
i cr:ﬂ;l;gz_dﬁuuw. Merle. I'm ng longer plagued
s Gurma.m ons. I have no further sympathy for
hets d_ﬁus 22,3 nation or race. Some people talk
A uil' érentlatmg between Hitlerites and the
peple of : rﬁm“y’ There is no difference.
% Jomay m Weimar, who was one of the crowd
w--:rtg hete-rs BOINE through the place today, who
tPL when I asked her how it was that she had

) - [ b 5 . 1%
she has the power of life in hu;- B g ded Hechn,

ont of that belly no one can Predict.

Besides, although thig Place was well-guarded to

keep the towns e
worked in the xﬁfmr:}:“' STt P

E}I:i gez; at their benches ancrﬁ:-::;u. I:fg& fﬂ. apsff-i:;
c:m jﬂ_"::_i:f the ad on the long walk tmcﬁ- to the
of \{’eilnarl;ﬂ IE:ntf_i:. cieoeosed surprise, The people
nostrils to t‘ru;'1 Higl::: and g their cars and their
came from this, and sounds and smells that
The individual storjes Are
been reading and hearing.
impact is in the mass, ip 50
small city, l;;:ing in such hoy
Polish Jewish boy who was :
under his [ather‘;rma{. ;:';IEH]:LTIIIE,I:_EIW camp hidden
behind barbed wire, IO ot e
I'll save the descriptio
looks like Hitler :mﬂ 51;:5::]!
beside his bunk in his litt]e
the other guard who committ

the same ones you've
Since 1935, But the
©00 people comprising a
trOT, in the four-year-old

& mad 58 guard who
at attention all day

cell.  And the story of
ed suicide,

TRUCKLOAD OF BODIES oM WaAY 1o OVENS WHEN THE CAMP WAS SEIZED,
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By Sgt. SAUL LEVITT
YANK S5taff Correspondent

HRDRUF, GERMANY—There is no death smell
yet in Concentration Camp North, Stalag I1I,
in Obrdruf. It was cold when the tanks of
Combat Command A of the Fourth Armored rolled
into this town a few days ago and it is still cold and
damp. The victims had been killed the day before
the tanks arrived, but there had been no time to bum
and bury the bodies because we had been advancing
idly.
m?'or::-\axr?]th}l:ec days later, the bodies are still there,
and it has stayed cold so you can walk around them
at fairly close range. There are 31 bodies lying on
the ground in one place and more than that namber
piled on top of one another in a shack. The bodies
are all partly or completely naked. Aroond some
of them blood has made pancakes of red muod on
the ground. Some of the bodies are very thin with
the incredible thinness of severe malnutrition.
The living survivars of the camp say that one of
the dead is an American soldier and they point the
body out. He lies on a stretcher, naked with a
blanket half over him. He had beena tall, clean-tut
man. There is a bullet hole th.rrgmgh his throat.
The victims in the ghacl, piled 5|x_dﬁ_:p. WELE
both beaten and shot to death. Qﬂwkh:'de E
thrown over them and all the Pod:&s are nal; 7 o
and some with changed coloring, perhaps from

i r from illness. : <3 !
hmrahc; story of the dead is told by the living who m;-_:
away when it came time to move the camp farth

d by rail. : .
Bas';]‘::z wgre more than 2,000 :!1:;:: in t;]:eﬁ?c??a
Those who were killed were toS:’:-D 5;;&?01;? B

i into the railroad cars. . ,
flllltlt?lbt;:ney fell and then were shot at close ROEE

: Belgians, French,
The men in the camp includec isglonu 16-year-

Russians, Serbs and Poles. There There are also
old Jewish lad among the SV ryp of them
three Russian officers who ma d the third

a captain—

M S ew a Yak fighter Dl
The doctors worked as
the evacuation of

they were put
¢ to get them

are doctors—a major ar
is a young Heutenant w
for the Red Air Force.
laborers until a few days before e
the camp. Then, just before the Hfﬁé,;
to worlk on some of the sick in an €
ready for the movement.

The Americans guﬂg ﬂérmﬂ”

piet. Fhey have already SEEi
?he_',r stare .'jr this death, which 15 1

Hiis camp are VEEy
much death, but
glier and harder

4

W al®

druf

to look at than the death of war, with impassive
faces and big eyes.

Maj. John R, Scotti of Brooklyn, N, Y., Combat
Command A's medical officer-in-charge, burst out in
a loud voice, not speaking to any one in particular,
He just stood in the middle of the camp and shouted
out what he felt and no one acted surprised to hear
his \ioim"hmminghnut big like that.

“T tell you," he said, and his an voice w
shaking, '"all that German medical scie%l?:: is :ﬁf 11:'?;
is how they have progressed in the last four years.
They have now found the cure-all for typhus and
malnutrition. It's a bullet through the head.’

The commander of Combat Command A, Col.
Hayden Sears of Boston, Mass., acted the next day.
He must have been thinking of this all night and
what he did was to assemble the leading citizens of
Obrdruf, including the richest man in the com-
munity.  Ohrdruf is a neat, well-to-do suburban
town with hedges around some of its brick Thouses
and concrete walks leading to their main entrances,

The richest man in Ohrdruf is a painting con-
tractor who made a lot of money in the last few
years on war work for the German Army and now
owns a castle on & hill near the town. You ean see
the castle on the way to the concentration camp.

Colonel Sears, a big, tough-looking man, ordered
the leading citizens of Ohrdruf out from behind the
smug privacy of their hedpges and housefronts and
had them driven in Army trucks to the concen-
tration camp fo let them see this killing that is
sprawled on the bare ground and piled in a shack.

The crowd of the best people in Ohrdruf stood
around the dead and Iooked at the bodies sullenly.
One of them said at last: " This is the work of only
one per cent of the German Army and you should
not blame the rest.™

Then the colonel spoke briefly and impersonaily
through an interpreter. " Tell them,'' he said,
“that they have been brought here t0 see
with their own eyes what is reprehensible from any
human standard and that we hold the entire German
nation responsible by their support and toleration
of the Naz government, ™’ &

The crowd stared at the dead and not at the
colonel. Then the people of Ohrdraf went back to
their houses.

The colonel and his soldiers went back to their
tanks, and we went oot of this place and through
Ohrdruf and Gotha, where the names of Besthoven
Mozart and Brahms are set in shining, gold Ilattt:r;;
across the front of the opera house.
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HALEWAY T0 HEAVEN

The reactions of some ex-doughs with Purple Hearts to their first days after
being transferred to the Eighth Air Force.

By Sgt. EARL ANDERSON
YANK Staff Correspondent

p—""How do you like the Air Force?"
;au;.:kr;d Pvt. Connor W. Knight, an ex-para-
trooper, of Big Fork, Mont., who was lii‘lwlr_lg
our jeep through one of the little English lanes in
the "‘bomber-base country’ on a spring day so
balmy that even the proudest Briton could hardly
" 1] il:a]-.”
H-H;tnﬂfrg had it better,"" said Knight.

And with that he just about summed up the
feelings of mast of the infa,n:crymen who l?;we b&-e_n
transferred from the front lines to the Eighth Air
Force. ]

ave come from weeks and sometimes
m;rrn]:;?sr s];:eut in foxholes with K-rations, mostly in
the lonsiest kind of weather, to legeu huts, regular
warm meals, freedom from the sniper and enemy
artillery and mortar and mines. They have come
the long route through company aid, battalion aid,
evacuation, general hospitals, and then through
ground-force replacement centers and AAF replace-
m?;*;;;enutﬁust swinging into new assignments with
the Eighth Air Force. They haven't haﬂ f: c:ha.nthc:
to feel the effects of the daily grind of k:n e
bases, but at first glance the Air Force looks g
to them, plenty good—about half-way to heaven,
or, in other words, the next best thing to going
home. . : Bk
i a rifleman with the sorst Para
thlg}l:f::fr;emHe was still wearing his para-
e r boots, with his fatigue trnusrers bloused into
gi?npe and on his cap he wore the "troopers pa:qh
yad been a logger and truck driver out in
4 thana before the war, he told me between remarks
i English drivers and bicyclists who like to
Ao alf of the road out of the middle. He
£aks thelk ta. be back behind the wheel again, this
was happy e - with base transportation at the
L mbardment Group. |
466th B?trDﬂPen Knight madé two wmhatil::!ur{lpf,
ﬂfsﬂ: [D-Day into Normandy and the other into
OIe

PAGE &

Holland. He won the Silver Star in Holland for
knocking out a German Tiger Tanlk at 25 yards with
the one bazooka shell left after the barookaman of
his unit had been killed, Hea moved into the line
again when the  so1st helped throw hack
Rundstedt’'s December counterattacl through
Belgium and Luxembourg. A mortar shell sent
him to the hospital for the third time, and eventually
into the Air Force. - :

Knight's is not the only new face at the 466th's
motor pool; six more ex-infantrymen are drivers or
work at other assignments there. = I found Pic,
Michael Ploskonka of Chicago Heights, Il., for
instance, helping to enclose the cab of 5 Weapons-
carrier with plyboard and plexi-glass,

"I nmever dreamed that T wounld get in the Ajr
Force during this war,"" he said. “'T [ike everything
about it. The front line is a helluva lot tougher, "

He had been a BAR man with “'K'* Company of
the 112th Infantry Regiment, 28th Division, " Hag
landed in France on D-plus-10 and fought with the
28th until Dec. 19, when shrapnel caught him in the

g
konka likes the Air Force because, for ape
thing, it's easy to get the whole picture of the work
being done on the base and the part it plays in the
War,

“"You know what's going on,” he said. Ty
different in the front lines, There, it's tough enough
to watch out for yourseif. '

OIHER ex-infantrymen I talked to later seemed to
feel the same way, Though new on the baszes,
they watch the bombers or the fighters Bo out with
proprietary pride, and those who have settled down
to a steady job feel that, while "half-way 1o
heaven,” they are still pulling an important Assign-
ment in getting the planes into the air. Some have
come to appreciate for the first time the technica]
skill required on many AAF jobs. Others, who had
seen men die on the front lines, have now seen
death in a new form as the shot-up bombers returm
with their loads of dead and injured crew members,

Naturally, the furloughs and passes they're
getting delight the ex-infantrymen. Fop instance,

-—-——_1

Ploskonka, who is marred to_a girl in Wales,
recently wangled a furlough and a chance to see her
again. During those seven days, he also met his
nine-week-old son for the first time, ;

But you're wrong if you think Ploskonlka has
found a “"home' in the Air Force, even though its
newness still lends it glamor. “'Give me a 3o-day
furlough in the States,”’ he said as a parting shot,
“and then I'd be willing to go fight the Japs in
the Pacific—and with the Infantry, too,"

AT the 466th's garage, 1st Lt Gale Hufford of
Cumming, Towa, the transportation” officer,
remarked that the new men were working out fine.
He pointed toward a door where several cars were
getting a repaint job. ““There's one of our infantry-
men now, with the spray gun,'* he sajd.

The man was Pic, Joseph Zielinski of Toledo,
Ohio. A spray gun was nothing new to him. He
had once worked for the DeVilbiss plant in Toledo,
manufacturers of spray guns. Then he had learned
about ancther kind of- gun— the BAR—and had
fought with it from the time he joined the oth
Division in Normandy on June 15 until an 88 shell

tagged him while his company was ttacking through
Gresnich, Germany, o % B i

Zielinski likes the BAR as 5

UsSINg a spray gun again, "This is the life,”" he
smiled. I neyer

expected ike this
in the Army." - Lan o get a deal like
Like man

Leie in many ways his present
j°b in the motor 1 P : :
the factory, POl was “like being home in

“They give You a job to gg =
8o ahead and do t," he exp'lnirléd,a:nd then Ieb

Many of the ex-infantrym i
; ‘ £ 1d had
Picked their own jobs, Col. E]i?. gn L;rlglu;!nﬁ:f Hairk-
wood, Mo, tommanding officer of the 466th, whom

I found at aqn interropati 3 e
crews which had bum%aédlon(}ﬂ&“mn S e oo

" ET) . L - t
at it,”" the minnel,addedlthe work and kept righ

the Combat crews 7 headed across the
til:;:_s ex-mffantryman. He was Pvi

: : Inger of Los A; 1 erly &
}':lﬂﬂ;a.g with _ the Parachyte n'iirfrffailtf;# (;gru'
cotabat 1 DCe via the North African route after two
o withlﬂ?lps' ]I]-F left hig outfit when malaria caught
0 years rauﬂd @ has beep Overseas for more than

e Meanwhile Lo 29Y 10 g0 home anytime. In
"'"There's : '|: he's Working at his new-found job.

I thought at frer o, t0 these Air Fome jobs than
Eht at ﬁrs:t. & Li:l:linger admitted, You got
about it \

't just walk
Some of SO can'E justeus

; : the me king with him

re n wo: i
th;ml"tll.li:dd;.lm::-ft l,lmt De had beep :stifl‘r.-a._m:lE $re after
admitted this war o€ the 100-poundere, Liningtt
the better 1iﬁn§s :::;:1;" Dut said that he still liked

e frequency of the tions in the Air Force
tbitaj
mur»;?ter?a has Come e SOmewhat ofs surprise {0
S r: one of tl:ne men, At the g6th Bombard-
Gluver:_ﬁﬁugp*qum' mstﬂ-nce, Cpl, John Frank o
relationg office. Y., starteq working in the public-
Machinegyy he, Adter being hit in the leg by 2
leader in th, t::::rf hile SEIVIng as assistant squ
at the baga j.: Division_ Shﬂrtly after he ariV

he t ‘e Office goy 1 :  put
2 s 0, 2 e

2 .
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take off until the fArst sergeant looked him up and
tﬂlgﬂhim the ;Eass was the real McCoy.

wn at “'Dave's Dinghy Shop,'” on the field of
the 386th Bombardment Group, ]Fme-t ancther new-
comer, Sgt. _I]D.la::ph F. Karney of Shickshinny, Pa.
A vz:terfm with the s5th Armored Division since it
was activated three years ago, Karney had been a
tank commander on the ountfit's drive through
Belgium. Now, a victim of trenchfoot, he helps to

 repair, inflate and install dinghys in Liberators.

He had the same loyalty to his old outfit that
many of the men feel, but he still likes the Air
Force. He also likes the way the men are given a job
and left alone to finish it. ‘“You're not always
falling out for some formation, because it would
snafu work on the field too much,’” he said. "“You
feel sort of like a civilian in uniform when you first
come out of the Armored into the Air Force."

Pvt. A. Frank Tancredi of Chester, Pa., also at the
380th, has even more of a right o feel like a civilian.
He owns a barbershop in Media, Pa., that is still
open. Tancredi joined the 175th Regiment of the
20th Division last August as a rifleman, and during
his six weeks in the line kept his scissors-hand supple
by giving a couple of haircuts in foxholes. Then
his company went into reserve for a week and he
trimmed more heads while the customers sat on a
packing case in the open, often in the rain. After
that came trenchfoot.- And what does Tancredi do
now? You guessed it He gives haircuts, and in
the officers’ barbershop., Does he like the Air Force?

Don't ask.
THE former ground-fighters I found at the 350th

Fighter Group said they had been given a chance

to look around the field before they were assigned
to jobs. They were inclined to find work that fitted
in with their previous experience in civilian life.

They like to watch the fighters, too. They
remember seeing similar planes diving and strafing
just over the front lines. Sgt. Louis Olson of
Suttons Bay, Michigan, formerly a squad leader in
a Gomm. mortar section with Company ""E'" of the
z17th Infantry Regiment, 8oth Division, had been
up in a fighter sice coming to the base, and got
a big kick out of it. Now he is working in the
sheef-metal section. *'This is the break of my life,"’
he said. ‘‘Nothing in the Army could be better.
Maybe I'm prejudiced because it was snowing and
cold the day I left the line, and we had been living

in foxholes all the time."’ y
Pvt. Harry B. Shych of Pheenixville, Pa., goes
along with Olson in agreeing that it's "'pretty good in
the AAF.” Hewasa light-tank gunner with the 66th
Armored Regiment of the and Armored Division for
28 months, and left his outfit near Aachen last
October when i mortar fragment hit him in the
ankle. - He had been injured previously in Sicily.
Now he works in the mair}teTﬁceﬁsa;tc;:.aP 2
| i re £ y
The job of helping fo reiue ]dg' i i

Frankie M. Nice of Springfield, C 3
:;t]‘igz Eith 104th (Timberwolf) Division E:I'Jnﬁtsted
+ houses in Eschweiler, Germany,

of cleaning ‘}:’:“
with a bazooka. th Fighter Group, I Bad
h Olson and the mess

Before leaving ﬂ‘h;uﬁg't
F = 1

chow at the ¥ McClure of Newcastle,

interested in

nt, S/SEt. Donald L. Mc
if;‘g Eirhn SI:{&I‘EEI:] to ble exﬁpgfna”ifa 1 ioined the
i k. cClure ]
our grauﬂd—cumbat ta L and tid beed-a
“"'Well,”” Olson asked,

AAF in November, 1940,
i 1042 s
mess sergeant, Sce g:::-. Air Force by this time?

E . i t ai
Eij%l?uiir'c:iu{:;:};;:tluéueﬁﬁ,” MeClure reglrlie-:l, but
it gets 'a little monotonois after @& while: Asla
:Iia%‘:ef of fact, 1 have just volonteered for the
Infflff;r'lﬂ;a”was taking 2 break to buck sergeant to

do it.

g S6TH BOMB GROUP
L0 ONT AN EYE-
WA THE AIR TO
aF ALBURUERQUE, H. M

| as OF TH

py | MEM p ST.
S5OME l:;ﬁﬂ::rlﬁ‘:' E ﬁl’ﬂuﬂfﬂ‘ L':'f::“‘n ERO
WHO FO f ;

] 1 OF HE
WITNESS :::::': o scHuLZE (RIGHT!

A VETERAM 2159TH FIGHTER GROUP CREW CHIEF

PVT. CONNOR KNIGHT, PARATROOPER TRAMSFERRED TO THE
DISCUSSES A MUSTANG WITH EX-INFANTRYMEN.

AlR FORCE, RETAINED HIS DELOVED JUMPING BOOTS.

CAPT. DUDLEY DILLEY OF CLEVELAND GETS A HAIRCuT
FROM PVT, A. FRANK TANCREDI, EX-29TH DIVISION M-AH

PFC. JOSEPH IIELINSKI USED TO USE A BAR ON THE MAZIS;
HNOW HE USES A SPRAY GUMN WITH 4 BOMD GROUP. I

B

PVT. RICHARD A. LININGER, WHO MADE TWO COMBAT JUMPS,

PEC, MICHAEL BLas
NOW STLDIES DOMD FUSING ON THE RACK OF A& LB, SKONKA, oNcE OF THE 18TH DivisioN,

WOoRKS OM
A TRUCK AT THE a44TH DOMEB CROUPR,



The saga of the 4th Armored as its
iron tread cut deep info Germany.

By Sgt. SAUL LEVITT
YANK Staff Correspendent

ArmMoRep DivisioN IN
iron tread of the 4th
Armored Division is moving a.l:]:nss

Germany and nothing can hold it.  Ewverywhere
along tlfe way the earth-shaking power of its !:.;g
tanks is wvisible. The crowds of people streaming
along the roads—French, Russian and Czech—are
freed peoples beginning to march home thmugh t]_m
furrow plowed by the armor. That armor is still
ahead of us; it doesn’t stop. What is more, even
the CPs behind it don’t know exactly whEre it is.

"iGet to the next town and keep going,” they say.
o 1N find it.”" :

1{;: are on its track all right, for we're moving
through towns where the ruins still smolder and
smoke, ‘‘The 4th Armored was here two da_vsragu.”
someane says. Elsewhere, a great furrow in the
fields chows where the tanks bedded dewn and
rested for a few houors. 2

Our jeep follows the armor’s tracks, There are
fires on the horizon, Around us lie the hostile fields,
the strefches of woods where no one moves. Some-
one is probably watching from there, though, for
it is off the track of the armor. The following
Infantry will have to clean this hostile country up.

We come to a town which Combat Command
“R' of the gth Armored plastered a day age. It
ig etill smoking, The effect of the roaring tanks
and of the long, black gl:m-mur_zlt.-s that stick out
ahead of them still shows in the faces of the German
civilians of this community. i

“*They're around here somewhere,” says some-

d “Get on the autobahn, pn:'kl up a ath
body. ed supply trucle and keep following. ‘
ﬁ{ﬁ;j:re ,1, a low sky overhead, We find the armor's

ITH THE 4TH
GERMANY—The

PAGE 8

deep furrow in the muddy hills, ang cli

: imh
the autobahn, a great German highway, wh:::g tr;a%h
is meager and fns!:. A 4th Armored truck is ahe i
and we are catching up. Some planes make ﬂl:ir

There is nothing faster than a )
slower than a man at a time like tlti]i:le and nothing

down an embankment and S Culver‘;_ve scramhble

is b[ea.king out above us The ! and all hell
il -50 cal
ground and the zomm, ﬂannouﬁresof tl-:ﬁrrlin::s thme

both going at once and the Emound above is be
;ﬁsﬁi with the sound of glant hailstones, %I;E
Again they come, '
on their f.':ririt& Mghizg.ﬁ?fﬁrz:stﬁﬁ:t e
hear the thunder of their engines; the nﬁxiﬁ?ir& i
their wings, and the rapping of the zom o
stones. Then lt'S‘qlli'E’l: again, We climhml il
embanl:!ment and into the jeep and get s
We wish we could find that armor i

There are fires on many parts of Th

- - t i
biggest is to the south, w?rrh?are ac;hlllfz]?t(r:;mp- i
\Ng a5 one car after another explodes, oy Down

trying to get at a con le of P . e it
other side nltlf the haclf:;," my:?nstnl:siwt?ﬂksrfm the
got the tain which wag in onr way.'* 5 S0 we

The nose of the 4th Armored

which was yesterday's news,
pass in the village of Messe] Moy
ica.r faces averted. In the houge wo il With
is a place marked for everything ang o

in 1S proper place. A place is mar L‘dewry

thing ;.
towel, another for the glass towel, a

for the ¢
thirg i 1!';}:

are tvur}"“"hﬂl‘c Si s
p . AT 1gns and sloga:
::;chshug:‘; ﬂ:_a hours ught long a clock in the hﬂhll::

Order g 15, adding anot
and i
o [g:wdmg assurance thrl:rfecﬂy-lurde}*cd home
AN Will kngy yheis, CVEN in his sleep 3

at's wha
TllE next da}r We .

Iny
;:ve UP the long train of armof
mang g Yeiaa winding

t ye been
; aken, On weBE%

he Wern, goo: Past civilians with beated
t [gr 50°t wide here, but ther®
attached o4, ' Yesterday. The 4t
dged it unge, ', Afmored Engineer Bat
& smal] oot and pyg 14 eelY fire, saw their briddS
ndget, but 5 bignu?iaru:} A small river &
=2 ] t Crey ation,

d paid for it, for *th:]% Which resisted yesterd®
Creushery - 1R® 4th yeo 1O Patience in the 4
ahnvglinrg E‘;ﬂuldn’t Wrecked Creuzberg becal™®

SUITende ar
= _ o Nder, and n ]
T things gh the stlll-smnking gs“ltltgf E:hﬂ

Wi I
chambey oot ﬁhm:!;smve’ through a woods, and g’
o o€ horrorg, ? & kid moving throtgh & 9
ks in g, O0ey Island, There are 8¢
“I untj) you .;3“" Woods, facing the road Efn-d
: o E:nlie Tight up on them, Then it®
Ve and had got you right ther"

L3

nks 5

1 Te deg s 3
lag a]:"'“'-?t' and pg e This was a German ta?

lightin *24¥ caygp POl area. Live American @ e
b T . & America ;
Phorye SParges yy e:hilts crippled German At

& and throwing white PI%
. Now tne Gcm_anglanks sm0K?

u 1 H &
_ﬁl:_llgg N wm'!e s15 Just 5 Pi“k Shave: silfﬂt’}r
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-11_‘:]" 1 1.!13 an ;]Sht? ]'lﬁve had ta hide tan]{-ﬂ'-l:’ai';
IS Safe gy, CCAUSe nothing that sh'-‘-ﬁ"]'f“,.c

"ML OUT air these days, WE




driven them to the woods and to the caves, and
now we are pushing them east, out of their own

country. A
We get out of the woods in a hurry because it is
eerie there and maybe Germans are watching us
go by. More fires are burning on the horizon. The
deep track of the tanks is still ahead of us. We
reach a town which is only a.few miles from the
big city of Gotha. The German air comes up again
and the sky is filled with smoke and the sounds of
anti-aircraft and cannon. We climb a hill to anoﬂ:.Fr
woods, where Me-1ogs and F W-1gos are tucked in
among the trees. The Germans had smashed these
planes themselves as the armor ran them down,
These deadly little planes have knocked out many
Forts and Libs, and here th;dy are broken and
by the Germans in a.woods.
buﬁ&i 4¥h Armored is moving out of Metebach now,
and we get in behind a half-track and follow down
‘the road. The tanks wheel in their iron ‘tl’;a.dﬁ,
the machineguns point at the sky, and Aspach shows
up, five miles from Gotha. From within the hﬂfes,
the civilians watch, but if you look at one of them
steadily he turns away. The power of the _-a.:;r‘ntul: is
shadowed in these German faces. They stn:] klenr
heads out of their windows and watch blankly,
ahﬂ;tvﬂgﬁ Etiteﬂ*:énka and half-tracks move up to
a crossroads outside of Aspach. They cover ;:]!I::e
roads out of town in long powerful lines as the
evening comes down. More fires blaze on the
horizon. The German air comes OVer agam,l_bc::_
Me-100s moving acrussTE;e p.r,ng r:;ns: t:rri::t jt{::: :m .
fire goes after them, b e
plunge through the sky after ab mEs St
awlk after a sparrow. The Cub co (
::ver the fields E?ﬂl ?in1 Me ﬁ_'ru%:ﬂug Ef‘gzggtiinfj;?
ns of the armor drive the ;
%e German air comes in mﬂi tdh; :::tg;i gf_:vbr;
__two, three, four times mor il
a vehicle in the long line on the road :;-.3 A
begins to burn. Another Me comes ey
o feet above the column, tarning on o
ek e o, S TR, o
plages G bt were bmnght down
report is that more than 34 s gk
we have been able to count at
Eiﬂefr:gc;] dones during this movement toward

Gotha.

<hould be in Gotha hj,r_tumﬂrm_w mo::uing,
and nm!:r it rests putside the I:lt}:', Rain lﬁ?ﬂt;
fall but the fires cowed by the big guns st o
on ‘the horizon and 8o does our column’s vehi

HE 4th
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(TOP] A TAMK DESTROYER OF TH
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which the Me hit on the road. The 4th will move
throngh fires into the city of Gotha tomorrow
morning,

In the morning there is a brief moment of
indecision. Gotha has been asked to surrender, and
if it will not, then the big guns will go to work. The
4th i=n't going to wait very long. Finally, it appears
that Gotha will surrender. The surrender has been
demanded by the Division and at last the answer
comes through the armored infantry battalion,
which is up front at the edge of the city. Minutes
from now another German city will fall and within
1o days and 200 miles of movement we will have
taken Darmstadt, Hanau, Aschaffenburg, Hersfeld
and Gotha,

T HE German air comes up over the road and we get
into a patch of woods. Under the roar of the
guns and the enemy engines overhead, the infantry-
men have a word or two to say about this ebbing
war. Pfc. Joseph Tegge of Anderson, Ind., a rifle-
man, wants to know what the hell the Germans are
fighting for at this stage of the game,

“*A stubborn bastard,’” he says. ""He knows he's
done for, but he keeps on fighting anyway."”

The men are exasperated; it doesn’t make sense
anymore. Yesterday, 16 of our infantrymen had
been killed while protecting a tank,

We leave the woods and move on, and then the
enemy air goes to work again and we get into a
barn where T /5 Wilson E. Kendall of Ogdensburg,
N. Y., who has been with the 4th Armored since
Ping Camp, comes up with that one about going
homie,

Then the air is clear once more, like after a min
squall, and we get into the jeep and move slowly
down a hill into Gotha, past German dead in ditches,

. past a burnt-out American tank, past a hospital for

German soldiers where a guy at a window thumbs
his nose at us and then disappears. If he tries that
on our tankers, they'll surely go up after him,

We get down into the square and are at the City
Hall, where pieces of broken glass lie all over the
streets.

We are again in the midst of one of those starting-
from-scratch moments. In the City Hall are the
temporary German officials of the city of Gotha
together with Lt. Robert Townsend of San Antonio,
Tex., aide to the 4th Armored commander, Brig.
Gen, William T. Hoge. r

“You will first of all bring in all arms, cameras
and ammunition;’" says Townsend. He sits down in
the old council chamber of the City Hall, surrounded
by murals of the ancient city. A Hollander, a young
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fellow [rom Rotterdam who speaks both English
and German, acts as interpreter. He has been in
Germany for several years, another one of the mil-
lions of dragooned “auslanders,” or foreign
laborers, in the Reich.

The Germans around the table look shrewd and
they talk with the tact of losers. Order begins to
appear. The men of the 8gth Infantry Division
show in the town, moving from house to house, and
you can see them in the square from the windows of
the City Hall.

A Polish woman with a small child stands outside
the deoor and the assistant Division commander,
coming into the council chamber, pauses for a
moment in the doorway and tells the woman that
things will be better for them soon.

We leave Gotha that afternoon, grabhing the tail
of the 4th Armored as it goes through, and now the
columns curve south, drving 15 miles to Ohrdraf
and Muhlberg, and coming to rest more than zoo
miles from the Rhine,

On the very edge of Muhlberg the column eomes
across what must be the last German train going
east. The Division's attached Artillery Battalion
simply wheels a 155mm. howitzer around and
knocks out the train, It is Sgt. Roy Mercurio’s gun
crew which does this. Mercurio is from Toledo,
Ohio, and his gunners are Cpl, Cleo Smith of Los
Gates, Calif., Pic. Homer Garrison of Shelbyville,
Mo., and Pfc. Joe Valenti of St, Louis, Mo,

When we reach Muhlberg, a soldier asks:''How
far are we from Texas?'' We draw a map on the
ground, using a stick for a pencil, drawing the out-
line of the eastern coast of the United States, as
we remember it, and the outline of the western
coast of Europe, and then France and Germany as
far as Gotha. We figure over that map for a while
and finally somebody says: “'Nearly 5,000 miles to
Texas, maybe.”” And the soldier from Texas sighs
and walks off.

EapiNG back, we can follow the '!nnglfurmw

which the 4th Armored has plowed since it broke
through at a point above Frankfurt. This country
behind the sth Armored, which was deadly three
days ago, has been cleared. Now the liberated,
thousands of them, are going home through the
furrow. French and Epglish soldiers of 140,
Czechs, Poles and Russians are on the road, We
can go back now along one of the world's finest
roads, which Hitler built for war and not for
civilians, and which the Americans are now using
for war. Our traffic, our supplies and infantry, is
pouring through, pouring east, as thick as Fourth
of July traffic on the Lincoln Highway. It is one
of the great sights of our fime and on the faces of
the Germans along the way there is still the look
of numb amazement that ap enemy  from
thousands of miles away actually rides “through
Germany now,

And tomorrow moming.the 4th Armored will cit
its tread deeper into the German earth again,
moving eastward.
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HOLLYWOOD, Calif.

War industries have invaded the
movie colony; the girls are still
lovely but they’re just as likely
to be welders now as film stars.

-

By Pvt. JAMES P. O'NEILL
YANK Staff Writer

H oLLywoop—Back in 1939 when a few brave

souls forsook their movie jobs for rivet-
ing berths at Lockheed, it caused nearly
as much commotien here as the Fatty Arbuckle
scandal. Hollywood had always been -a one-
industry town, and the fact that script clerks
lived next door to set electricians, studio grip-
pers bowled against makeup men, and low-
priced extras sometimes took a poke at high-
priced actors gave the town its special place in
the sun.

Five wyears of war can work wonders. Now,
in 1945, approximately 40 percent of Holly-
wood's wage earners are working in the air-
craft industry while another 22 per cent are
employed by local war industries. Only 24 per-
cent of the town's citizens are in motion pic-
tures. The 1940 population figure of 210,000 has
mounted to 235,000, and nearly all the newcom-
ers work in war jobs.

Over 40,000 workers are employed in some
200 =mall-seale war industries that have sprung
up in Hollywood since Pearl Harbor. Most of
“the plants are situated in temporary and make-
shift buildings in the district Iying between
Santa Monica and Sunset Boulevards. These
plants makeé plastics, prec_isiun instruments,
gauges and airplane hydraulic valves, At least
18 firms, all making plastic appliances, plan to
stay in the community. Hollywooed apparently
will never again be a one-industry town.

Despite this influx of new industries and new
workers, Hollywood remains a distriet of Los
Angeles, and the age-old fight to make it a sep-
arate municipality still goes on and on. Los
Angeles postal authorities put up a terrible howl,
but the mail around Hollywood and Vine still
comes in addressed to Hollywood 29, California.

The lazy and warm manana atmosphere—the
feeling that there isn’t a thing today which ean't
be put off till tomorrow—has gradually faded
in the last three years. The best way to get the
new atmosphere is to sit on the wooden bench
at the Vine Street and Hollywood Boulevard
bus stop and wateh an early Saturday-night
ecrowd hurrying along the main drag.

Though the Boulevard still boasts the most
concentrated array of beautiful young women
ta be seen anywhere in America, the old zip
isn't in the passing show any more, and you
don’t want to whistle and turn handsprings as
much as you did in the old days. At least not
quite. It's not as it used to be when the lovelies,
dressad in their sloppy but revealing slacks,
paraded slowly from shop window to shop win-
dow eying the new styles while the male popula-
tion paraded even more slowly eying the girls
who were eying the styles. Now the ladies rush
down the street with a jerky, tense jauntiness,
a lot of them wearing aircraft-employee identi-
fication discs on their blouses. Nowadays a beau-
tiful doll often is seen walking along the Boule-
vard lugging a lunch pail.

But the girls look just as healthy, just as
tanned and just as pretty. All they seem to need

is a more tranquil world so that they can slow.

down a bit, and get into more comiortable,
maore revealing slacks again. ;

One thing thai surprises you is that there
are lots of cars on the streets, There seem to be
more today than there were before the gas
shortage. The large number of cars is explained
by the fact that many _tuwnspﬂnp_]c work in the
aircraft plants far out in the Encino Valley and
hold high gas-ration cards. i

It isn't unusual to see womiet driving gabs
and busses. One of these, “The Growler,” a
broad-beamed dame who drives the

sguat,
:Fg:;&'!'ﬂ Avenue; bus, embarrasses the hell out
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HOME TOWNS IN WARTIME

servicemen den’t always have to wait for a bus on

of civilians with her colorful langua

1 ge. And
works over her GI trade more thnrnughly uf:s
a Fort Bragg first sergeant. One night she bawled
out a marine for blocking the bus doorway
2 “Lfslen. lady," said the indignant ms:rline
“you're tal_'ir.mg to a guy who's been in five ma :
jor campaigns.” 3

“So what?” retorted “The Growler,” * ;

1alking_ to a dame who's been a buunlcer 1;’ttu'lﬂ:.‘:
Palladium on Saturday nights' . 3

1GHT life is much the same. Ear - i
W drawsthe out-of-town huuer-a]ﬁcEagzg t-ll-zn.”
with his old routine of “Through these .
pass the most beautiful girls in the uﬁgrff;l?:
Earl's girls have yet to make a liar out of ; '
The Florentine Gardens, which opened l-]m'
before Pearl Harbor, is now 1 Huﬁi iee
Boulevard institution, drawing the same k}'r“.ﬂﬁd
trade as the Carroll emporium. The Pall]rcliq of
iz booming; Gene Krupa, just finishing ua Imm
engagement there, made the joint jump g hﬁ_ng
that two of his recent sessions wWere tabl? 2l
the cause of minor L.A. Eﬂfthquake-_r; =l A
But the “zoot 5_u1't" crowd of nE:".".'sp-papﬂ- :
has gone, and SWing-happy jivesters now o
of this world without people making a nag{? out
issue of ];L The draft law and war iudu;{;{m]
seem to have taken ecar ' +E3
children, care of Hepdom's problem
The Sunset Bowling Alley. wi h its 5
is as busy as ever, lEuugh }thc }atl;e::tsa !-?3, rlanes,
a lot of out-af-town customers,* whg 1::”'E il
of gas rationing, _can't make it j'nt,:, H.ull [Ec_ﬂus'*"
People are spending a lot more money: ¥Wood,
S@ﬂﬂ,‘r_ﬂl:ll,ﬂ{rﬂ was spent in stores of thE-r i 1940
nity; in 1844 the amount jumped tg $150°§£EMH=
own's bars, hot spots apg th ould
over to the tourists and autograph hg Caters
Saturday and Sunday nights while the unds on
out to Pasachlena or Glendale to spe a ¥ shl—"bed
peace, or whisked over to a smal] jai Movia iy
bank or Encino for a faw pay.day drini In Byp.
days are gone. Now, as a resyly o o Ihose
shortage, blasé Hollywoodites ha ?l that Bas
pretty close to town and buck the ]‘ue o stick
front of the Hollywood-Egyptian and %‘T‘ lines i,
Chinese Theaters in order to see 5 che. MMman'y
a drink they have tg jostle the crowds =¥ T
of the Seven Seas, Melody Lane the at the bars
and the Brown Derby. ; Radig Room
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b Hie hy
igZh-
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o

T
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Crossroads of the World. It's quite popular, even
shough the swing dished out is a little on the
mellow side and nothing more potent than coke
is served. Zarappi’s, the rumba joint on lower
Sunset Boulevard, still gets most of the hip-
swinging fiends, and there are more of them
these days than there used to be.

The political picture in the town is m
same. Lloyd G. Davies, a Republican, uigh -:ti}tli
councilman, and John Kingsley, who operates
the Kingsley Brothers stationery store, is still
trying to resign as honorary mawor. John has
held this unofficial position for five years. This
year, as usual, he tried to guit, but the towns.
people refused to accept his resignation.

The Presidential campaign caused quite a row
and oldsters say that seldom has so much inter.
est been worked up in the old town. Jack L.
Warner, S8amuel Goldwyn and Katharine Hep-
buin headed the “For FDR" organization, while
Lionel Barrymore, Ginger Rogers and Jeanette
MacDonald worked ‘at the Dewey headquarters.

In a town where hermits parade the streets in
sackeloth and sandals—and don't draw a stare—
and where a new grocery store has an opening
with a battery of lights and a 10-piece band—
and ecan't draw 10 customers—a man ringing
doorbells and crooning to housewives oughtn't
to be worth a yawn, But because the man was
Frank Sinatra, the townfolk last summer were
stunned. Some people say that Sinatra’s door-
to-door crooning in behalf of the Democrats did
more to stir up last year's political excitement
out this way than anything else that happened
during the campaign. .

Hollyweood always has been a good sports town,
and the Hollywood fan has rooted, brageed about
and fought for hiz home-town teams with the
fury usually attributed to the good citizens of
Brooklyn. But he has been guiet of late. This
past season Hollywood High's football team
didn't win a single game and was beaten by the
arch enemy, Fairfax High, 13-6. The Hollywood
Stars, after a dull season, wound up sixth in the
Coast League. There is talk that the Stars may
become a farm of the New York Yankees, and
most of the community hope that's so, because
Yankee cast-offs are usually of high guality and
might help the local team get out of the rut.

T HERE are several large redistribution centers
in the wvicinity of Hollywood and the first
request of Gls home from overseas is a pass to
visit the movie mecca. On a Saturday night ap-
proximately 60,000 Gls arrive in town; in 1944
alone the community plaved host to 3,000,000
servicemen, Civic leaders have gone out of their
way to make a serviceman’s stay in town com-
fortable.

Moviedom’'s contribution, the Hollywood and
Hollywood Guild Canteens, have received na-
tional publicity, but the unsung people of this
town—the homeowners, the workers, the apart-
ment dwellers—handle the major part of Holly-
wood's effort to make visiting GIs happy. A local

“Bads For Buddies” Committee, in a town with-

one of the acutest housing shortages in America,
has scraped up regular week-end sleepi_ng ac-
commodations for as many as 12,000 servicemen.

A schoolboy does some neonday reading eutside Haollyweod High Scheol.

Each week end the Hollywood High Gym takes
care of 1,000 Gls, and the school's principal,
Lewis F, Foley, has opened the school cafeteria
on Sunday mornings, with the high-school girls
acting as waitresses and dishwashers. “We fig-
ured that after a busy Saturday night,” Foley
explains, “soldiers would be very hungry and
slightly broke. We give them a breakfast of
cereal, orange juice, bacon and eggs, toast, coffee
and milk for 25 cents.”

The B'nai B'rith on Crescent Heights Boule-
vard, the Blessed Sacrament Church on Sunset
and practically every other church in town are
operating service canteens, The town has' more
than 20 canteens in all. :

Besides being the symbal of glamor, star dust
and make-believe to untold millions of movie-
goers the world over, Hollywood is alzo the cozy
home town of approximately 16,000 Gls. The
United States Employment Service has a veter-
ans' section headed by a committee of 35 busi-
nessmen and civic leaders, most of whom are
veterans of the first World War, These men al-
ready are helping discharged Joes get anything
from a job to advice on where, and for how much,
the wife can have that baby. Last yvear alone the
veterans' section of the USES helped 2,426 of the
town's vets obtain work.

Herman Joy, night principal at Hollywood
High, is setting up free special courses for re-
turning service men, Class work will be stripped
down to the essentials. I think,” Mr. Joy ex-
plains, “that the boy who went away to war will
not be content to dawdle through a normal high-
school course, He will be much older, for one
thing, and also impatient to get started toward a
career in life. If a boy wants to complete his
education, we plan to make it as easy and as fast
as possible for him."”

HEII.LYWDDD has its own post-war plans, some
of which are all zet to start come the end of
the duration. A 520,000,000 Hollywood Freeway,
to cut diagonally across the business distriet, is
one proposal. The Freeway, which is to be state-
financed, will begin at Highland Avenue and
Cahuenga Boulevard (just across from the Hol-
lywood Bowl)l and end at the Santa Ana Free-
way, just north of the Post Office at North
Main and Aliso Streets. Hollywoodites =say it will
be the most modern engineering job of its kind,
with eight wide lanes and bridg_gs over the busy
streets,

Another project is a huge modern recreation
center with two swimming pools, handball, ten-

- mis and wvolleyball courts, two softball diamonds,
a football field and a large main building that -

can be used both as-a gpym and a dance hall.
The recreation center will be situated at Santa
Monica and Cahuenga Boulevards where the
old M-G-M Studios used to be and where the
circus pitched its tents a few years ago.

But the town today looks much the same as it
did four years ago. White one-story houses with
lawns in front remain the most popular type of
home, The lawns, however, are not 50 well kept;
it's almost impossible these days to hire gar-
deners. While the streets are clean, nowadays you
notice an occasional matchstick along the curb.

o Wi
]

The weather this year has been 2

and for once the local Chambe:n:?ualnli;;;”m
hasn't had to exaggerate about the ﬂbsencgrfﬁ
rain; there were only three days of rain all wintep

Those scary Oriental wax figures that used t‘;

frighten you as you walked into Grauman's Chij-
nese Theater are gone. So many souvenir Hunt-
ers stole the clothing off them that the manage-
ment had to put the figures away. The usherettes
at Grauman's are as cute and as sassy as ever and
still wear those slinky dresses, but most of the
pert car-hops at Carpenter’'s Drive-In have left
for war plants. Everybody still goes around to the
Warren peol parlor for a game of snooker, and
Tom and Joe Griffin still operate the place. The
Griffin boys have added another snocker table,
but Joe hasn't vet found the hair restorer that
works, and Tom is as grouchy as ever.

Angelo, the midget who has been selling papers
on the northeast corner of Wilcox and Hollywood
Boulevards for more years than old-timers re-
member, is still getting stepped on by the Satur-
day-night crowds. He lost 45 bucks last year bet-
ting on the horses at Hollywood Park. Little
Angelo's horse system is still lousy.

_All in all, the town hasn't changed too n?'-‘,“h'
and you won't have a lot of trouble recognizing
it, But if you get back any time soonm, you will
probably feel the same about Hollywood as old
Sam Wong, the laundryman at 6430 Selma Ave-
nue, When somebody asked him how things were
going, Sam grunted, “Too glom dlam blusy."
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These high-school boys tear around in o stripped-dewn Ford as in pre-war days.



Here is a view of Corregidar on May 7, 1942, a
day ofter U. 5. treops surrendered. In the fore-
ground Japs lock ever a group of Filipine PWs.
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American and Filipine prisoners captured on Corregidor were houled in truck
rucks

| seuthward joward Manila an the day
ar marched, if strong enough, to Bilibid Prison in Manila, 40 miles o
J way

Jups of the “Bicycle Division'' pedd
yision marched here 37 months later.

they entered it. Gls of the 37th Di

H,

box in Manila’s Businass district an January
the city

§ tha Tst cavalry entered

g ; ¢ to be A Jep stands guard bafore a pill
m sort U. §. squipmip 27, 1945, o week bofors Americans ©

On April 11, 1942, American PWs on Batao
h to Camp O'Donnell began.
W

taken over by the Jops. Then the death marc




All the Japs could draw was a
sight draft on lead when Gis
took over the Manila branch of
New York’s National City Bank.

By Sgt. OZZIE ST. GEORGE
YANK Staff Correspondent

ANILA—The National City Baunk of New
M York, in downtown Manila, is a modern

six-story building facing south across ti:ue
Pasig River near Jones Bridge Opposite if, in
the northeast corner of Intramuros (the Walled
City) was Lentran College, a long, four-story,
Spanish-style building, The college is a ruin now,
pitted and searred with rifle, machine-gun and
three sizes of mortar fire. There are a dozen
great gaping holes in its ngrﬁ.h side, the result
of point-blank tank and artillery fire. One-five-
five howitzers, too, at point-blank range, ham-
mered the college, punching a two-story, rubple-
filled gap where the entrance had been.

The Japs who holed up in the college are dead
now, buried, stinking under smashed tons of ma-
sonry. They were killed in hand-to-hand fight-
ing. But while they lived_ those Japs hr_eld tha
college, and from it ocecasionally they sniped at
the bank building across the river,

Elements of the 37th Division had grabbed
the banlk, after short, bittelr fighting, w.'thm a
few days of entering tite city. D‘-’El‘lunklngrthe
Walled City, the paort distriet and the American
district, the bank was a rgatural for an OP. And
the artillery followed the infantry into the build-
ing and up the stairs, floor by ﬁuer. until they
were sitting on the sixth, exactly 70 feet above
what remained the front line in that sector for

three weeks.

ne;;igr Japs across the Paszig cm:nmanded the
street leading down to ths_: bankls front d!:mr:
they could plaster it with rifle, sniper, machine-
gun and mortar fire. While theyﬂdid. f:he Enfan—
try and artillerymen who were working in the
hank’ went the last half block to their offices
one at a time, hugging the buildings across the
sirest. scrambling, crouched low, over tl}e rub-
ble that blocked the sidewalk, then racing the
widin of the street to the bank's entrance at top
speed. BAR, .30- and .30-caliber machine-gun
squads on the lower floors of the bank building
banged back at any Japs who showed up south
of the 15-foot-wide Pasig, Later tanks, half-
tracks and armored cars clanked down to the
water's edge and tossed a few rounds at the
Walled City. And as the Jap positions south of
the river were knocked out or overrun, their fire
decreased until eventually only an oceasional
sniper's shot shattered the district’s real-estate
possibilities. By that time thers was a beaten path
through the rubble and eraters and dangling high
lines along that last half block. Runmers had
learned through constant dpr?ir:t;fe to cover the
twizts of the path in seconds hatl.

Inside the Eﬂnk, on the grpund foor, the rub-
ble and plaster lay inches thiek. Steel filing cab-
inets and typewriters burned black and twisted
lay jumbled together. Broken glass, straw mats,
torn sacks of rice, grenade boxes, scattered Jap
small-arms ammo and papers littered the ].Dbb}"
and blocked the elevator entrance, On the peel-
ing, fire-blackened dooy of the j.:ault was a red a_nld
white sticker, 'SEALED BY CIC. DI?_LE-—’:“:‘E]H};‘ w_ue
hung in dangling loops between the pitted mar-
bile pillars or trailed across the mess en the floor,
The wire went up the stair well and in the _‘Ina]-f
light it resambled the snarled, d‘.:'l!'igh_ng vines
af-the jungle, As on the street, a narrow F‘ﬁthtlﬁtﬂ
through the rubble to the stairs. There were
I{_—".'I.' footprints anywhere Els-‘:—_Jap mines and
baoby traps discouraged top much poking ;r::-urlufi_.

Omn the third Aoor, in an office near the stairs, was
o 30-caliber machine gun. The gun section had

'.;hed o desk lemgthwise against a window with
au.'-rnniwrn exposure overlooking Intramuros,
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put a double line of sandbags on its sill and
mounted their gun on the desk. The gunner sat
hunched behind the desk, one hand on the tri-
pod. From another chair nearer the window a
second GI trained field glasses on Intramuros,
Two more grubbed in a 10-in-1 box. A fifth,
curled in a chair, tried to sleep,

On the sixth floor, in one-time brokers' offices,
were the OPs. Sitting behind the same desks
where, two weeks before, deals involving thou-
sands of Jap pesos had been closed, GIs gave the
fire directions that foreclosed the mortgages on
4 lot of Nipponese lives, They were dealing in
real estate too, and on those desks were spread
large maps of Manila, each block numbered and
ranged like a Los Angeles subdivision. And they
were doing & rushing business. One lieutenant
said he thought he'd fired more rounds of 105 in
the last two days than in the last two years. All
was not business as usual in the National City
Bank, of course—the bankers' hours, for instance,
were 0001 to 2400, and lunches were always sent
in. There was a switchboard in the hall, but no
pert operator perched on a swivel stool cooing
"Hell-oo." Instead, T-5 Robert Gagyi of Dayton,
Ohio, sitting spraddle-legged on the floor, one

thumb on the butterfly switch of his field phe
droned “Roger.” S

THERE were two battalion OP: on the sixth
; floor the first afternoon, spolting from adjoin-
ing offices, A runner, entering the wrong office
was told, "The __ FA? Right down the hall—
Room 608"
The glass in the door of 608 was

the outer office stripped bare. Er|:-i'r:l:a;.-[:t:s'ic:.k;]'ag,.!r"l ﬁ:g
stuck signs, one reading “‘LaniEs” and the other
_GENTLEMEN", on the two doors leading to the
inner office. That office was relatively intact It
sported & desk, three or four straight-hack uhalir

a couple of overstuffed chairs, two swive] cluai: s
and a couch. A lieutenant sat at the desk, tilt 3
back in one of the swivel chairs, his feat r.:u-. t]i

desk blotter. He was lighting a pipe, On the h 5
1'31:1-.& near the door hung helmets, carhines &
a pistol belt. Some 10-in-1 boxes lay seatt a.nd
about; a couple of visiting firemen pEm.Ed
through field glasses at the Walled City ﬂtel E.d
of the windows observers kept their Ey;;-_-s |mrﬂ
to range finders, They'd located 2ome Ja sg HEd

On a third-floor baleony on the narthps{d

the Manila Hotel, 1,500 yards sn:utﬁ—snLLEhwei o
the bank,_about a dozen of those Japs Were e ~Uf
ing feverishly at threwing what appeareq 1011{‘
furniture and fixtures into the court belaw T
ar three people muttered, “God, what a : Tw':1
In the adjoining office the CO of a batta?‘rgﬂ'l
1655 was on. t]ué phone, talking tq .:tivjuimn o
corps, explaining the situation ang a;ku'n B
pleading, it almost seemed—ior permice g
open fire on the hotel, He got gt

S e E it. Somet pht
Boy, this is going to he a hnauﬁfu]eﬁgﬁgﬁaﬁ.
A phone rang. The lieutenant hooked .ﬁ‘:'ld

phene head set oul of one of the desk dray,
2 awers.

too long accustomed

'_I'here was a French
into the battalion sw

phone on his desk, plugged

itch, but too many 1
people,
! L to field phones, had
E::?t gf using that French phone u:il.:ri‘rll*::;'il dfhi
¥ days of the OP's operation and 1
Es:}t;r?r was finished.: The lieutenant n?:lkleii
riefly and passed along the news that the 1558

Were going to open ; ! ]
¥OU can get us pen on the Manila Hotel “See if

in on it,” Seal:
phone back in its drﬁ“fer, he asked, and put the

Everyone h i ; .
dow now. Picafﬂ,]:g:heﬂ his chair near the win-

s Planck of Hulbert, Mich.,
::f:;;‘:f another sector through a raige gﬁer.
; Ver his own sector. S/Sgt

4 slumped in a swivel

to eo

i 0 box seat" glasses, zaid, “This is
w :

‘em a fa:wll%r??ﬁu't[;he lieutenant said, “Itil take
our $2.20 seats, 1.3;.;?1 line the guns." We sat in

Mg, as if for a curtain to
rcahber and then a .50 ham-
L ® Program i the
oy T8 B i o
black sponge nfal—;f‘.ar o rethend (L ElETS

rise, Below us the 30-
mered briefly llkEI:EIL

i Er:“g'i" }f:l captain at one of t?:f
‘They have . o on the hote cony, 5t
Iiitlebso::xsf Et_{’pped throwing tlh;t::lgls. }:fu. the
‘On the way ijcées ae still on the porch.”
passed overhaaq 1 oY@ called again, and the roaT
PUf of smoke Tbm there was no discernibl®
Tange” Gagyi pac e colonel grdered, “Repeal
the order back to the g4P%
't of the hote], The colon®
Ve-zerg shopt” Two birds
& Windows of the OP. Dow0y
® tracked and whistled-lﬂiije
: hote] No. 6 lost. No, 7 burst it
Sisapbeared, Whep 1. ¢ Japs on the porch
Iy jaggeq black the smoke cleared there WaS

ole in the red tile of its rz: ';

all-arms fp
- 3 short

» “Range ang deflection ¢oTTe

later the Japs in the Mani®

5 11:‘1 -

£4ge. But iy ave checked out, bag and P28
By didn’t by . floors
= L, though the upper I that

: the 15 i ey
D : 95 burned brightly a
the hﬂte?&f-;mter Ist Cavalry 1mnp£ch§ck&d intd
!'Es:a!-‘.m.n'_}nq 1 hand grenades as baggage 8N 1
at g time, = and cleaned the Japs out a poomii
ack j
Wardg rﬁl t-!;e bank thai afternoon the magic
o = Hotel" had lost their appeal The
s 'ix 8% just another target, a long”
‘Ush spot that had gone the way ©

the othep |
Banish CIEE SDots—the Army-Navy Club, the

Oh weype € University Club.
out of 1.?"‘."11]:1( S“.lqd one GI, “We got some Japs
O Bimits anyfion, o the hell, it would have peen




By Sgt. HILARY H. LYONS
YANK Staff Correspondent

AN Fraxcisco—The conference that the Big
sThﬂ'e had planned at Yalta on the shores of the
Black Sea opened two-and-a-hall months later

at San Francisco on the shores of the Pacific. Be-
tween Yalta and 'Frisco there had been great events.
The Russians had broken their non-aggression pact
with Japan, and the Allies had pressed on to Berin.
The cause of the United Nations had ,"‘mvcd‘ b g
nearer success and the need for a meeting m-bet:;[r:ld
postwar international organization to mainfain
peace had grown. z

Despite tic peaceful intentions of the gathf;‘f:;f f‘
a whole, the meeting opened in an 3tmr315[:]' ation
controversy. From the first, there was no e f;:g one
from Poland because the Soviet Union, mtlj:t. Ltimr
side, and the United States and Britain, G?\ : 1;.::?:-5 !
couldn't agree on who should speak for t Lt the first

The controversy became sharper when; :Lnittﬁa
meeting of the Conference’s steenng Famlre'm:t.' i
M. Molotov, Soviet Foreign Commissiy Secretary
motion that Edward R. Stettinis, =-7c & 5 o ef-
of State, be made permanent chairmati C;icm of four
ing. Instead, Molotov proposed i %;Zrdhimseli.
chairmen representing the B 1's Foreign
Stettinius, Anthony Eden, who 18 IBﬂ’tflliﬂiuiEtff of
Minister, and T. V. Soong, Chinas uently was
Foreign 'Affairs. The proposal subsEditl S, e
adopted and Stettinius was named CARTE T
important steering and executive com! S ference.

Later, at his first American-style Prﬁ:n he assure
Molotov tempered the controversy -Wde5ir+: to settle
reporters that Russia had an mrﬁ.ﬂ“ vernment was
the Polish question and that his gt%ﬂ. O aston
willing to accept amendments to
Oaks proposals. yresentatives

Thl_:putiful' 42 Eu\fl:ﬂ:ln"entﬁ *:ha.:t Eﬂ::l I'?t the organi-
to 'Frisco also had drﬁﬂ‘f‘“‘.‘d"”ﬂd to be a generd
zation's make-up, but there sa;ﬁf]!: S organ'lﬂti““
agreement among all concerned L1 5
must be formed if the world w“r:iﬂlj’ on
security in the future. It wasm
they differed. 5

'I!'Fn iron out such details and iz::P
that all United Nations could 265857, Ty, Gallup

i Conference. -, didn't
guu\f Siljurfeﬁmfc;nud many ﬁ';"’gﬁ‘;ﬂ?n third
5 ting's function. U“{ ew that the

quite get the meeting’'s ur ! G
c!t thugsp lled by the Gallop 2"::ﬂj:in the sense that
o5 Taveg -.5:511'*' a peace mn{erencﬂmd peen and that
the .\-I’fe:gsailles Conference of ngﬂnew boundaries ;:r
it wouldn't underiake to dra¥ The job of the
settle the fate of Germany.or Ja’}:ﬂ& {ke that ufh;hz
; 15 was ? X Hitutio

gl S o

en who ;

2 done
at the time of our TVEITLL s war 125 DO parate
Planning for peace S, e have been financial

time- ar AP
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PEE sed nﬂd t. itﬁi
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" A GI's VIEW OF THE .
' SAN FRANCISCO CONFERENCE

tions in connection with the Conference till after
the close of the period of official moumning on May 13.

The public sessions of the Conference in San
Francisco's big blue-white-and-gold Opera House
were opened in a businesslike manner. The initial
proceedings in the building dedicated to the dead of
the First World War lasted barely hali an hour. On
the stage were only four chairs, reserved for Mr.

Stettinius, the Governor of California, the Mayor of -

San Francisco and the State Department official
gerving s Secrctary General of the Conference.
Behind these four, stood 17 enlisted men and women,
representing all the American armed services.

There are a lot of uniforms to be seen on the °

streits of San Francisco, but most of them are being
worn by Army and Navy personnel on the way to,
or just back from, the war in the Pacific. The Navy,
apparently, drew a tougher job at the Conference
than the Ariny. Navy men helped to get the Opera
Housé and adjoining Veterans' Building ready for
the meeting, and wrestled the delegates’ baggage.
For the most part, Gls, nearly all overséas veterans,
had a softer touch. They served as guards.

The uniforms which San Francisco seemed most
interested in as the Confercnce upc_rmc] were Hussian.
St Francis Hotel, where the Soviet delegation was

uartered, drew notably lz_u'ge r.r_uwds of mghiseers
day and night. The Saudi Arabian delegation .-Izlsu
attracted attention. Velgmnﬁ from North Africa,
forgetting that San Fra::iclsc? was a long way fm!-n
the Middle East, couldn’t quite figure the interest in
this delegation’s apparel. They were heard to say:
* But that's just the way Arabs dress,

Somehow San Francisco, already ovemmv._rded,
found room for the hundreds of delegates, advisers,
secretaries, correspondents and spokesmen for vari-
ous causes who came to town. Except ﬂ}!t_lt made
things more crowded, the Conference didn’t much
change the life of the ordinary citizen. Unless I}e

; very lucky, he couldlf't get into the Cu_nfufcncc 5
el ne and he still bad to stand in line for

Eitézﬁﬂsﬁiﬁa?“"al' But the crowds standing outside

the leading hotels and the Opera House made it -

clear that San Francisco was deeply interested.

omMENTATORS, who were only guessing, of course,
Cprr.dir-‘tﬁd that safeguarding the rights of smaller
pations would be one of the thornier Conference

uestions. The Polish problem and the guestion
of trustecs

hip of areas wrested from the Axis—from

T R i
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Japan particularly—were also expected to cause dis-
cussion., The United Nations® leaders stressed that
the job of establishing a postwar organization to
prevent future wars wouldn't be an easy or cut-and-
dried job, but they said they were determined to
succeed.

The day the Conference opened, a San Francisco
newspaper tan on the front page a poem by Archi-
bald MacLeish, Assistant Secretary of State. The
poem began: ' The young dead soldiers do not
speak. MNewvertheless, they are heard in all the stll
houses; who has not htard them? "

It closed: ** They say: We leave you our deaths.
Give them their meanings. Give them an end of
war and a true peace: give them a victory that ends
war and a peace afterwards, Give them their
meaning.

" We were young, they say.
Remember us.'’

The task of the San Francisco Conference was
both to remember and to lock forward.

We have died.

oNrFEReNcE ITEmMs—Right off the bat, the

Conference scttled a disputed issue by giving
Russia three seats in the General Assembly of the
proposed world organization. This means that
Moscow and the White Russian and Ukrainian
Republicans will each have an Assembly vote. . . .
Three days after the Conference began, delegates
were thrown into joyous deliium by a phony report
of Germany's ‘* unconditional surrender.’’ Soviet
Foreign Commissar V. M, Molotov was presiding
over the session when the report spread and cheering
bfoke out. The delegates streamed out of the build-
ing and_ their celebrations in hotel headguarters
lasted until the official denial of the peace rumor
came. . . . More than 1,000 press and radio repre-
sentatives from all over the globe gathered in San
Francisco to covér the meeting. Westerm Union

. shifted z5o0 telegraph operators and other personnel

to the West Coast to handle wordage that is expected
to exceed the record volume of the 1924 Democratic
Mational Convention. . . . The press was encouraged
by the pledge of the American delegation that it
wouldn't stand for a “ news blackout ™ like the one
imposed at the international food conference at Hot
Springs in 1943. The State Department told reporters
that it would operate “ in a goldfish bowl.”" . . . For
amonths before the conclave opened, elaborate
security preparations had been underway. The Navy
and Coast Guard took extraordinary, although un-
disclosed, measures to protect the San Francisco area
from sneak Jap submarine attacks . . . Just before
the first session, & military band swung out in the
Opera House with ” Lover Come Back To Me'*
Early arrivals among some of the foreign delegations
promptly arcse and stood to attention during the
number, thinking it was somebody’s national
anthem.

RIAL VIEW OF SAN FRANCISCO'S cIvic CEMTER. BUILDINGS, WHICH CORRESPOMND ™ “ﬁﬂﬂ‘ﬂ.nl{s
RISAL T (2) HEALTH CENTER; [3) CITY HALL (4] WAR MEMORIAL OPERA HOUSE: (5) V ARE
FEDERAL BURDING; (7) PUBLIC LIBRARY: () STAYE BUILDING: AND {9) HOVEL. OPENING SESSIONS WERE

AUBITORMN? Iﬂusm i THE OPERA HOUSE, BUT DAILY ASSEMBLIES MEEY IN THE VEVERANS' AuDiTOmIUM,
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NEWS FROM HOME

Thousands cheered too soon, PWs
learned that things will be tougher
in the States, a gun-tofing mamma
got a roast the hard way, and
Minneapolis barbers were given
some more food for chatter.

page 15), there were plenty of other topics of

talk back home last week—not the least of
which was a premature victory celebration. The
cheering started after newspaper extras carried an
Associated Press report based on a statement made
to a reporter by Sen. Tom Connally, Democrat of
Texas, vice chairman of the American delegation
to UNCIO. Connally was quoted as saying that an
announcement of Germany's surrender could be
expected momentarily following a reported offer of
capitulation by Himmler, the Gestapo chief.

Reporters who hotfooted it to the White House
on the basis of the AP report were called into the
office of President Harry S. Truman. Said the
President: "I just got in touch with Adm, Leahy
{Adm. William D. Leahy, his personal Chief of
Staff) and had him call our Headquarters Com-
mander-in-Chief {Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower) in
Europe, and there is no foundation for the rumor."'
That put the kibosh on immediate peace celebra-
tions, but it didn't stop the subsequent flood of
speculation about whether Himmler had actually
made any kind of offer,

Jonathan Daniels, White House Press Secretary,
later told the press that he wished there were some
way " to stop these rumors.”” He continued: " Full
arrangements have been made for the press to be
informed as soon as there is any announcement to
make. We could save a hell of a lot of time if
everybody will remember that, . | ." Daniels
stressed that a surrender could be made only to ol

the Allies. :
The nation received with calmness the news of

ﬁlms from the San Francisco conference (see

UMITS ABOME MAKE IT POSSIELE TO
MOR PLATE OY
ET GoING THROUGH AR
RAPH A& HULL s o
PHDTOEHG sHOTH THAT ARE ONLY TWO CHE-MILLIONTH
prasy A SECOND N DURATION.

THE $IX MICRO-FLASH

the long-expected juncture of U.S. and Russian
troops, which came about at Torgau, Germany, on
the Elbe River. President Truman said that while

the union of the Armies didn't mean the end of the *

European war, Germany's doom ‘was sealed and
the hour of final victory near. Acting Secretary of
State Joseph C. Grew thought the junction “spells
the early doom of the Nazis and is a most significant
step on the road to peace.'” And these views were
echoed throughout Congress and the whole country.

The people’s thoughts and hopes for victory were
tempered by increasing horror and rage at further

The Federal Communicalions Commission in

San Francisco recorded a new line of Japanese
home-front morale-building. According to the
FCC, the Nips claim that U. 5. B-29 raids are
lifting a heavy burden from the minds of the
Japs whose homes they are destroying. " Pripr
fo their misfortune,” the little brown propa-

. gandist was gquoted as saying, " they had had
to worry about their property and belongings,”*

revelations of German atrocities to Allied and racial
prisoners. Their disgust at Nazi depravity was
heightened by a bombardment of pictures and stories
of German mass atrocities exceeding anything ever
dreamed up by the imagination of the most lurid
propagandist. They also read with particular
alarm of the Nazis' bad treatment of American
prisoners. Then came further shocking disclosures
from Congressmen and newspapermen who had been
invited by Gen. Eisenhower to look over the German
hell-holes, .

Public attention was also focussed on U.S. treat-
ment of German prisoners, at which point things
began to happen on the home front. Rep. Richard

g
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SHIRLEY TEMPLE, JUST PASSED 17, POSES IN Her HoLLy.
WDOD HOME WITH 5GT. JOHM GEODRGE Acap AFTER
THE AMNNOUMCEMENT OF THEIR E”GﬂEEMENT_
THEY WON'T DE MARRIED FOR TWO OR THREE YEARS

Harless, Democrat of Arizona, said he had seen
evidence in Arizona prison camps that Nazis were
not only pampered, but that German customs
prevailed.  Later, Rep. Andrew J. May, Democrat
of Kentucky, ordered a full-dress investigation of

the prisoner-of-war situation by the il
Aﬂﬁli?rs Committee. % the Hoskie Ml
Maj. Gen.- Archer L. Lerch, Arm t
Marshal General, made a speech in Nei ll::ral:o:t
about the same time in which he denied that we
were r:uddling our war prisoners. Setting forth the
Army’s side of the story, Lerch said the U.S. is
adhering to the Geneva Convention, and couldn't
ds) otherwise if it wanted to, Later, the Second Ser-
vice Command announced that it would crack down
on pnsoners’ food. Under the new menus, most
fresh meats, canned fruits, canned vegetables and
butter are out.
In Omaha, Neb., Maj. Gen. C. H. Danielson,
CG of the Seventh Servies Command, disclosed
that prisoners of war in the 1.5, have been forbidden
to use the straight-arm Fascist salute, The general
said a War Department order affecting both German
and Italian PWs required that the U.5. Army salute
be used from now on. He added that all German
flags on which the swastika appears will "be
confiscated and that prisoners may not own or
display Nazi emblems, insignia or pictures including
photographs of German leaders. ' 2
The House Foreign Affairs Committee called on
the government to use arms and ignore treaties if
hecessary to arrest Nazi war criminals who esca
into neutral countries. The Committee adg te:ipe
resolution, which will be sent’ to both Hmlsl,]eg foi
approval, expressing the opinion of Congress that
:E::n 1:erpetr§:§r :I:f atracities be permitted to find
sanctua ind neut i :
i th?la.st ot ral borders, as the Kaiser did
Meanwhile, Elmer Davis, chief
'ﬁfa.r Information, promised that th
will be tolg * plenty " about
country's concentration

of the Office of
e German people
what went an in their
camps. Returning from

conference that German
b d cities west of
& chastened mood,”*

FTER more than three months
hAnr-ﬁgl:lt Manpower Iegi.slatizr? ;
M!T' Pl‘ESIdE‘Il‘F Roosevelt was

litary %Il;lmrs Committee, where it was expected
i tu attention of Congress was turlﬁ t
b d"f‘."“dmg Selective Service a.u.uthvf»r'a :
o Ponderings on that legislation Towd - pine.
!{‘.ﬁ ni Ia bombahe]], T B

12 House and th
Use in combat of 13;5;'—‘;? kit
less than s il

debate, the worl-
requested by the
returned to the House

Marshall, Aem . OF Signature. Gen. Ge
: ¥ Chief corge C
such a curb might ](::ﬂ (t;f :;Elaﬂ nad warned that

itary disaster. Secre-

IEDRAS CAN'T BE SADDLE-BROREM:,

RIDING acapemv opemaron PROVES

1.1-Mc?: GOING FOR A GAlLOR gn TOMDIE HIS
TH-OLD sTRipEE CHARGER.
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the Navy James V. Forrestal had said the
gbr‘zrigfionzuu]d' in{parse <uch a burden on the Navy
as “to materially interfere with the present efficient
prosecution of the war.”’ But these warnings didn't
stop Congress from making its rﬁrst reve
Administration’s military policy since the ;
Rep. John J. Sparkman, Democrat g
Alabama, said the Act would not Etrﬁ?ct those 18-
year-olds without six months’ training who :;e
already in combat, The law !:perm{ﬂs ﬁnaj
Navy to _station 18-year-olds on ships for

i fre Presi-

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, widow of t
dent, will not g0 back o the memory-filled
= Big House™ on the Hyde Park estate where
Franklin Roosevelf was born. [Ins L the

: to bl i
OFIET First Lady will live i o modest o
I:dgs om the estate, where she will be assured of

juacy when persons come to pay thew
respects at her late hushand's grave.

il

the six-month period, even though the
vessels might be scheduled f;)r ‘wmtzatr'l'tary i
In another development & ating to mill man-
power, the War Department announced that enlisted
men 42 years of age or older will be r§1scl;argedf f.l'D]'ﬂ
the Army upon their request. Applications of suc
men would be rejected only if ;h?r ;1;3;:: ﬁ;ﬁﬁ?ﬁ
ary action OT require un A e

stages of

disciplin e

g _ Eligible me

surgical treatment 5. for discharge at
will be returned o o U’i‘he WD estima

apply Wi
the earliest pra
that about 50,000 M

en WETE immediately affected,
denied an Asso-
that IEN who
nd five years

uE War Department 13|r|1:|h:-1t.n::|I!%-r
Tc:‘amd Press story to the Ef;ﬁbr .
had been in uniform hetween ou 2% rhe story,
would be discharged this Is_umn;:ﬁ e cters” in
quoting “ official but publicity-S ¥ o med that
Washington, had spread rapidly B]f‘li get un i it
the alleged new release policy wou. L B e persiste i
by mid-summer, evel if German resiSEIT L yas
But the WD told the press
w ahsolutely nothing to it.’

t when
Both the Army and Navy annuunccd tha &

two or more members of an i i i

become War casoalties, the remali':IT;dg:Emg::: LE
service will, upon request, be assigned to non-
hazardous duties. The policy applies when at least
two members of a family in any branch of the
services are killed in action, die as a result of wounds
disease or accident, are missing in action, or are
taken prisoner. Non-hazardous duty is defined «as

duty in the rear of an active theater or assignment ~

in an inactive theater or in the Unite
Departments estimated that 10,000 mgnsﬁﬁloifﬁ
nnlw 1; s;?w!]c;e BIEE eligible for this deal.
n Belleville, Ill., a middle- wo i
a hut:char shr)p and spotted l:.gmiﬂrge I:;f.ﬂﬂﬂwg;ltr;:;ﬁ
beef in a refrigerated case. She asked for it and
was toll that it had been pledged to anothe
customer. Whereupon, said the police, the womalll-
whipped out a revolver, and forced the clerk +
produce the meat, Witnesses reported that e
men were waiting ootside in an awtomobile, and
that the woman, clutching the roast, drove :awa.jr
with them. Things like that didn’t happen all over
izea:uﬁunhﬂ]g.&}mt it g::reﬁ you an idea that mayhbe
e a little "in ot i
e short supply,"’ as they say in
The Senate confirmed Presid :
pomination of Lt. Gens, George gl.]tPa'E;:runmaann:
Courtney H. Hodges to the rank of four-star general
Louis Hayward, the film actor who recently gm_:
a medical discharge from the Maring said out
loud that he was skeptical of the mo ¢ value of
pin-ups. Hayward admitted that in the Pacific
he had seen many pin-ups of his wife, Ida Lupino,
Hollywood star, from whom he's now separated,
but even that didn't make him change his mind.
" Pin-up photos are bad enough,” he said, *but
the Petty and Varga girls are worse, Women siply
aranE constructed lile that, The men return and are
they fail to find women with such

frustrated when
tong Iegs.” Somebody asked Hayward to suggest
He answered with

an alternative to pin-up girls.
a straight face: ™ Why don’'t men pin up blueprints
showing them how to construct motors? They could
get much more profit frofm .t.hm“ because they'd be
Jearning @ post-war tade.’” He didn't say how

many men he thought would be enc

vision of a motor with its bare ch];,:;:ge:hgij.;he
_In Peabody, Mass, Mrs. John J. Mq:.Dunm_-Eli
‘T.hnllnzd. out, "“Why, that's my baby!"" when
informed that Cpl. James J. McDonnell, 22, was on
of thn:_e American soldiers who made fl.rs:t Iu;'mal C 3
tact with the Russians in Germany. e

MINORITY in the South Carolina Hous
Asenm,twes killed an effort to revoke il?: fﬁ‘g&s
so-year-old constitutional ban against divorce
Supporters of a resolution to submit the question to
the voters weren't able to scrape up the necessary
two-thirds vote. “I consider it a great honor,”
fk:untﬁld usliztmp?senmﬁve, “ that South Carolina is
e where you > i i
Hh I;;r e e you can't get rid of your wife
Connecticut and Lansing, Mich., w
grand-prize winners in a rrllgﬁonal cmt&::ehns;el:{
mine the state and city doing the best jobs in traffic
safety control. State division winners were Virginia
and Iowa. Cities awarded honors in population
groups were Detroit; Portland, Ore.; Ft. Wayne
Ind.; Grtfenwi-::h, Conn., and Stillwater, Okla. :
Gents in Minneapolis, Minn., get a lecture on the
manpower shortage with every haircut at no extra

A woman in Evansion, I, aecused th
Department of baimg the "world's gria[r;!;z'_l
bootlegger.” She was Mz, D. Leigh Colvin
president of the Women's Christian Tem ;
ance Union, and she based her charge on ﬂ?
f:ﬂe af ba_er in Army Canleens and PX -
The beer is not only an intoxicant in suffici b
guantity.” explaimed Mys. Colvin, * but i
appelizer for something Sﬂ?‘ﬂnger,"l by

charge. The War Manpower Commissi
it et e Do s e
: pics like the weather and politi § their
DL, S s W e b
g8 © job openi RSO0
ir‘;:MC .hmdquartem was 50 1:;]-;;:?;3“ 1':;1 hﬁh?nai
that it suggested that all WMC offices the idea
suit. es should follow
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Gl's im Great Britaln
have been sening
samething recently
that they had net
seen  since leaving
heme. The lifting of
the blackout braught
scenes of brighthy-lic
windows like thee
o London
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Watch It, Martin
Dear Y aNK, -

With all due respects and all credit
for a bitch of a good article: .

Im re: " Just Before the Big Push,"
rour article of issue Mar., 11, on

ogers  Raiders; Sgt. Ralph  Martin
should get his vital statistics correct if
he purports to be a journalistic man
at all. y

15t Lt, Karl E. Aamot i85 consistently
called “ Carl Aamont,"* and he is said to
have taught school at Makoti, N.H. Lt
Aamot comes from Makoti, North
Dakota, not New Hampshire. I know,
I was znd squad leader of Lt. Aamot's
platoon for two years. - Buck Rogers was
also our platoon leader for some time,
back in the States. Neither Buck nor
Karl=—now do or will—give a damn how

their names are apelled, but Sgt., Martin
owes it to his own conscience if nothing
else, to get the facts straight, and by all
means, get names correct.

More power to Martin, and good luck
to Aamot and Rogers, but you know Mrs,
Aamot would have liked it better if
KARL'S name had been spelled right.

Brivain. Sgt. ADRIAN 5. GWIN

Overseas Bars
Dear ¥ane,

This is to suggest a numeral patch as a
substitute for overseas service stripes.

Maybe it isn't any of my business, since
I haven't been anywhere, but a lot of us
on the home front are going batty—not
to mention that we are becoming traffic
hazards—trying to coont service stripes

on swinging arms. [ think the returnees,
rotatees and separatees would be glad to
return to patches and be thus relieved of
the gnawing apprebension that they're
being stared at becaose they're un-
buttoned,

A hig, attractive, proud numeral patch
on th'nslnu.'cr left sleeve shouldn't detract
from the honor accorded a man who's
putin a lot of time across the briny,  I'd
sugpgest a IE(atrh about 14 or z inches in
diameter, bordered in gold, backgrounded
in dark brown and with a gold numeral,
The patch would show the oumber of
vears and (or half-years of overseaz ser-
vice. It would save a lot of Bxplaining.

Fort Logan, Colo. Saf. KEH WHITE

Too Long to Wait
Dear YaRK,

I was about to go back to my Division
in Germany when I received a  wire
through the Red Cross which stated my
mother was expected to die in a week
or 10 days and requested my presence.

In the meantime 1 have fo wait a week
of 10 days for an approval or disepproval
of my application by ETO Head-
GUATIETS,

I can assure those who have never

experienced such circumstances, it is a
miserable wait. I can't help thinking,
iz 'my mother dead—is she still dying—
or have ﬂ“ﬁ' buried her? While I have
another week of mental torture, my papers
are on their way, and only an act of
God will preserve the lile of my mather,
I was told that I had a so-5o chance of
getting the leave, but I feel that by the
time 1 do receive an answer, it will be of
little importance and the sooner I get to
the front lines the better are my chances
of secing my mother in the hereafter, and
I don’t think they have an Army with
red tape where she iz

My hope is that I can help someone see
the light, to cut this red tape, o that
mothers of cases to come may be granted
their last wish on God's earth,

Brirain. Cpl. YICTOR J. FELICE

Stripe Happy
Idear Yaxk,

The orderly room informs me that I
am now a Ple.. Now my problem is: in
the two years before joining, I didn't peed
any rank to engineer and build the
$1o,000,000 base at Frederick, -Okln
(sumetimes laying as much as 5,000 ya:n]-;
of concrete ranway in one day) or to hui]:]
the hospital area at Red River Ordpnance
the barracks at Dallas for the Eightl-;
Service Command and several hundred
thousand dollars” worth of other construc-
tion for the War Department. Nor in
my two years as buck private, have | Ih:ul
any trouble laying 5o feet of walk in three
days (somewhat of a record) and in build-
ing three urinals and 17 box-type latrines
Besides this I have fought as hard as an.y-
soldier wha has been on this side of the
ocean and at 37 vears of age 1 was
awarded the Good Conduct Ribbon zn|
am now entitled to the Poison Tvy Cluster
At the battle of Fort Belvoir, where I took
hasic, T won out over spinal meningitis, a
counter-attack of arthritis and have Sllu;'-
cessfully camouflaged a duodena) ttlcer

MNow my problem, Mr, Anthony: (n [
have to take on the added Tesponsibilit
of a ple—especially with me EXpECcting b
baby (rather my wife ig)?

I am contented as a buck priy i
my KP and puard duty a-ﬁll :‘::‘n;:'m
different specialist schools and learnin
all about construction, and besides 1a B
no four-flusher. I have never heen {,,_: .
seas while a lot of buck privates 4 iy
Many are wounded risking their o ::-("]
are still buck privates, T don't fee] tt“
about them wit‘h a pie. rating, Whﬂf
can't they be given these Tatings? ];.1'r
I have to take this rating? / o

What worries me is if |
rank in a couple of years 11
and then—bang!—the war i ;
won't be able gtrc Tun mitbﬁs?;; am! L
will be stripe-happy Eiving Eﬂmrlh':m t]'
that nobody will pay any attention {m *
Fort Lewis, Wash. . FORMER ,l:.:r'*“

Gl Tributes
Diear ¥ank,

Both officers and men Y 4
Army of our United States ulm-\,;zlgn "1' this
the tragic passing of our h"'t-:wm( eeply
mander-in-Chief, wha left this 4 Come.
strife for a place of eternal warrmrl:] of
. We must console our Eﬂmm,-'m'] :
in this dark hour h}' the blilliant il ;‘mns
in the knowledge that his spay h anee
to its rightful place in 45 pone

: Heavey:
shine all others by far, a{r:?rﬁ;g' &“ b
the great space like a beacon m“m:f‘[:irl.“

the path of righteousness ;

o come, and for theip {atf{;:r:ahe Fh“dm“
k:l'l.Ew_and I]-IT".-‘L'(I s An\l'l’it.’ﬁns v Whiom he
It s written that even though hic vie
';'.jlﬂ:] us has ended, his spirig r‘ﬁ' th:a vigit
;;:l?h. Inr his passing by i'n.n;tiﬁ | remain
e rts his greatest 8ilt—hig | .“I in our
will unto man ! Ve of gong

L know this expreogs;
that of bvery r\m?-ricn;vi:-'l’l{;r'I“‘pr{‘wmu
utiler him in this war, eigh WHE served
status or asa member pf the ;;1::;1:_\&[1:":
¥ DICes,

B0 on takin
be a mfmtrﬁ

FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT
would rather have been right than have
been Prﬂgldtnt, Who can say he was not
both? MNone will ever be more worthy of
the honor we hold in our hearts for him.
The glorivus work he did here on earth,
and gave his life for, will always be the
pride and inspiration of free men,

Britain. Pic. FRAMK DOUGLAS LEVEMS

Dear Yan, |
I should like to suggest that Mrs
Franklin D. Roosevelt gﬁu appﬂiutc‘rt{:hn |
delegate to the peace conference or act
as an advisor to that body. This would
serve as a symbol to the people of the
world and to the governments of Britain,
China and Russia of our sincere intention
to abide by the principles and plans set
forth by our deceased leader. Millions of
%J'L"TSUI'JS had looked to Mr, Roosevelt with
aith and confidence in the future; they
recognized in him a sincere worker im
the Cause of -Freedom, Tliness had
taught him suffering, consideration for

others, tolerance and understanding.

I believe few will deny Mrs. Roosevelt's
capability for the position 1 suggest.
Whether she' was appuinted to the con-
ference ar not, the world will look to her
for criticism and guidance. In dedicat-
ng ourselves to the fulfillment of Mr.
Roogevelt’s plans, we must first offer
confidence and support to our new Presi-
dent in the task that has fallen to him,

Britain. Plc. YEARL SCHWARTE

Post-War Germa Y
Dear ¥ank, :

. It's very obvious Germany is prepars
ing for a third war, even now in face of
ﬂr:_{:fat They are planning undr‘rgrﬂ‘“mi
varlare against the Al tiona
armies, . Fiets ) "ﬂ Uccu;ﬂ.

1 say h:t Russia occupy Germany after
Germany's military armies fall, It may
‘-Iﬂllt'llfl quite barbarous to most of us, bt

think the total demolition of the Na#is
:;l:-"m f]*-"I:b’ﬂH!_!u that stands for such
should be carried thro » Russians
WO e e ugh. The Hu

PW Camp, Scottshluff, Nebr,  ple. HED DAYIS

Ve

\ Bl S
1

wate!

X vha w i i
08 Sirange couldn't trust the Y2,

—

b= <] ":“'rn." —5gt. Frank

w




-go, but, as I will endeavor 1o poin

: ik 5
- war world a special, marked-down price an

WHO WANTS TO GO BACK TO WORK, ANYHOW ?

Dear YANK, : :
It iz with =adness of disillusion that I read, in the

pages of Yask and elsewhere, of the so-called
“ benefits " that are being suggested as fitting com-
pensation for America's returning war veterans, 1 do
not doubt that many of the proposals thus far advanced
are well meant, and they are certainly pointed in the
right direction; but they fall so far short of the ideal to
be sought after as to be little more, if I may coin a
phrase, than a hollow mockery.

With the exception of medical care for those whao
need it—and that, of course, should be so thoroughly
taken for granted as to be entirely removed from the
feld of controversy—most of the plans and pmpo;zf]s
seom to be centered about a lump sum bonus on diss
charge, government-guaranteed loans for those who w%_:t
thein, and educational Oppﬂ!‘tun}.:::cﬁ for a:g:n;z *:-;-w;
L . iE
is interested. These things are a mt. s ot

f; nough,
go[:‘im;l: :i:ls?dcr gﬁrst the matter of the cash bonus.

i ing from a few

ous sums have been suggested, ranging .
;r::::jred to a few thousand dollars. But the pmu:_:;:-::
scems to be universally overlooked is that no

i it will sooner or
‘ e amount is, small or large, 1t wil
;:\?:: d&\;'indle down to nothing. Thu_:-ll I:;r ii Eﬁ:ﬂ ::I;:E
seen anything to indicate that there wi uu:nmm].ﬁic's

ryone knows how little even

n who is partial
s i m"?hl: result will be

for war vetcra:js% l:nd eve
five thousand dollars can
iles and mixed drinks.
?ﬁa?"ﬁﬁ'i't:? how much th]i:. hgnc: &ﬂ:ﬂﬁ%ﬁi 3::.:
e will i short time hawv 5
;Ltq:ﬂl .:n._-,ti;:r:;q;[ ite pefutcheon, some few millions of

-ar veterans. . e
Wﬂ'."'.lle:&ﬁ;; of this problem is MIllflytﬂ niﬂt;irmﬂbelﬂrpm
one, and I am a little bit sarpr h%l e I
Congress has thus far hit on it. By iy
hurdened with money at alEl? “;\E;gr i aljl Sl
el of s with & crehit SO t send his bill

formidable an institution as the United States Govern-
ment guaranteeing payment, the merchants themselves
would be adequately protected against default. For my
own part, I am quite willing to forego all cash benefits

il the government will only agree to underwrite my .

modest expenditares for the rest of my life.
This system would, incidentally, eliminate the
necessity for loans—and a very good thing. There are
ple, I know, who are stimulated by debt, and it is
uite possible that there are some of these in the armed
orces. As a matter of fact, I am sure that I have met
a few., But in all probability most veterans will be
essentially like me. I am depresssd when [ owe money.
I worry. I lose my appetite. Last month I borrowed
five pounds, and the very thought of it weighed me
down s0 heavily that I was forced to spend the entiro
amount on gin, Needless to say a debt of three or four
thousand dollars would be likely to bring on a nervous
breakdown. Is that-the way the people of the United
States intend to show their pgratitude to their war

veterans—by oppressing them with debt, forcing them

into mental institutions, and possibly even goading
them on to self-destruction? For shame! How much

better in every way, how much more dignified, when

1 want to build a house, if I simply give a contractor
my specifications and tell him to go ahead and build
and send the bill to Henry Morgenthau. No fuss,
no worry. A clean, satisfactory transaction for all
concerned.

All we need isa little forethought, the courage to break
with outworn financial dogmas, and the proper spirit
of gratitude on the part of the American _|i1mplu, and
we will be able to build a very comfortable -war
world for the veterans,  And even the non-veterans will
benefit. Faced with the necessity of producing both
for themselves and for us, they need never worry about
unemployment. There will be so much to do. .

The sorest point of all with me, however, is the sterile
educational program. bound as it is by so many heart-
less restrictions. Before the war I was learning to be
a hog butcher, but T can’t bear the thought of going

mission in life is to do something about the ugliness
of walls in general.  Designs and colors have sugpgested
themselves to me, but I find that I do not have the
necessary  background to carry oot my ideas. And
2o, after the war, I want to study wallpaper design.
But under the present set-up a man of my age is only
permitted one year of schooling at government expense,
and I do not feel that a year would be adequate, I
need three or four, with possibly a little post-graduate
work on the Continént, 1

Is it justice to deprive me of these three or four
years of study when if it were not for my Army
service T would in all probability never have wanted
them? Surely the parsimony of the American tax-
payers will not extend so far! And what about m
wife? If I pd to school to study wallpaper design, an
she stays at home and cooks and remains in’ignorance
of the fine points of that fascinating art, a spiritual
rift may develop between us, with ‘oo telling what
dizsastrous results to a once moderately happy marmage.
Surely she can come along, too. I'll carry her books.

There is just one thing, while we're on this subject.
We have a small daughter who will naturally need a
governess while: we are at college.  Someone  will
certainly have to look after her, or she may roam the
streets and become a delinguent. I am confident that
the people of the United States would not want to have
that on their collective conscience,

Can anyone honestly hold that T ask too much?
During these past few vears [ have borne heavy burdens.
I have had to nide to London for my 488 in crowded
trains, sometimes standing all or part of the way. On
two separate and distinct occasions my sleep has been
disturbed by exploding V-bombs, More times than I
care to remember I have trudged a weary hali mile to
a mezs hall, hungering for a slice of prime beef, and
have got nothing for my trouble but a couple of pork
chops. And these same drab clothes day after day—
some might deem it unbearable, but millions of us face
it with fortitude. p

Are we to have our just reward, or is it the intention

: han i ife has given me a new dream. . : WL
' . nditures, and have the MmEre i Trade back to it. Army lile has giv A of an ungrateful nation that we should Have to work
| :l:.lr‘;lrc :?ﬁo the Treasurer of thﬁ]:'ihl';:'ijb lﬁtﬁfﬂu}, freely I'_.yi.ngl;;n 10y DATTOW I:n[un]:] :: 1:;5:1: :;:ﬁj;mmg alt I:.!:: for a living, just as we used to?
- g g We Wi Edo hare rracks walls, ¥ Lo 5 -
;‘f:“&':liﬁ:tiﬂui:;ﬂé; without E‘““El;nyﬁt“}:]m:ﬁ]:; t,,‘; ugliness, and it has come to me most clearly tﬁat my  Britain. ~T/Sgt. THOMAS B. LOGUE
| ; ching poverty. '
| the grim spectre of approd _ 12NN
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After the war, willa the same respect be
vn to the soldier !
Sh? was told by my superior, an 0.C.5.
Air Force ground officer, that the civilian
army was runnin things. They are doing
a job, but like to feel as if I am
helping. . As has been said, it is time
qgrﬁmne at something through for the
Regular Army, if they expect them to
keep alive after the war, As I zee it now,
ou will go back to 21 bucks per day
E‘;rn-:r a month, and hope t:fiy don't take
thnt. for canteen chits, and, when you
have been a first-three-grader for the best
“rt of your service, hope some go-day
P-mder doesn’'t come along, wave his
;a,ﬁiﬂ jewelry, and make you a Count.
Here's to a bigger and better Regular
Army after the war than we had before.
They can keep the guns clean and who
knﬂ‘-{r'E when we may need ‘em again?
Britain HAME WITHHELD

Handling of POWs
Dear Yang,

We, the undersigned combat veterans
attending an Orientation Class at the
827th Convalescent Center wish to add
our protest to the manner in which Nazi
prisoners-of-war are handled in the States.

1. We helieve that the practice of
allowing fanatic Mazi N.C.0.5 to assume
positions of leadership and responsibility
within the POW camp should be
abolished.

2. We believe that a strict, enforced

olicy of non-fraternization should be
introduced in the relationship between
Mazi prizsoners and U.S. soldiers and
civilians in the Zone of the Interior.

3. We believe that an intelligent plan
should be adopted to attempt the re-
habilitation of the Nazis from their fanatic
ideas so when they are finally released
they will not be a danger to the Allies

sLULL. IUTTO

AMIRTCAN
RED cRost clun "™

=3

2 'RE A DISGRACE TO THE UNIFORM.”
N ‘I’GUR CQAT Yﬂu RE —Pic, Tom Hannary

in the form of a potential cadre for the
enlargement of any underground Nazi
resistance organization.

Britain. TiSat. PHILIP KASLOFE

*alpo signed by 48 others
Respect and Affection

Dear Yank.

I take exception to M/Sgt. Galloway's
letter in April 27 Yask. I've com-
manded a company for some long time
as present commands go, and when [ refer
to my men as " my boys,” I do so with
justifiable pride. Yes, some of the men
are older than I, but to whom do they

turn for counsel and advige? Who pets
iﬁnm oot of jams if possible? Who da
“they call “The Old Man?!" Do you

wonder if we take a paternal interest in
* gur boys ' when we act as more or less
of a father to them| Believe me, some
of the scrapes they get into are more
puerile than you would think,

This * herd of cattle” business that
the Sergeant mentioned is a lot of balder-
dash. He has not been around or he
would find that most of the officers have
f:;ut respect and aifection for * their

&'

Capt. B. W. JONES

Britain.
Cover Slip
- Dear YAnK,

Obviously one of the editors of your
very cxr.cﬁcnt publication has failed
again.

Rﬂcn‘ing to the cover picture of
the April ¥ issue, how could you possibly
have allowed the statement that Ordnance
Crews were loading that shiﬁatu pass?
Or is it posszible—Gad! we hope not—
that everyone connected with Yanx is so
stupid as to assume that the * Ordnance
Crews " load bombs on any A JC,

Armament—yes, Armament—Iloads all
AfC, including B-iys. We of the
armament sections do not intend to
detract from any credit the Ordnance
may receive, yet we do want it made
guite clear that the “ Pre-Flight " of the
ship, the " setting-up " of the ship, and
the actual hoisting of the bombs info the
bomb bays is always performed by Arma-
ment  personnel,
Britain.

MiSat. HENEY®
“Alic slgned by 21 cthers




Joe Boksi (right), an ex-sparring portner, drives Lou Nova, Coast heavyweight,
against the ropes with o hard right af Madison Square Gaorden. Baksi wen.

Jee Pereira, Philly Mationals goalie, dives in front of ball in a soccer match
played in Philadelphia. New York’s Brookhattan Club beai. Nationals 4-2.
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During the War?

means absolutely neothing in combat. Only
actual combat training matters. He quotes a
high-ranking general as saying, “Athletes
don’'t make better soldiers or pilots than wall-
paperers of anyone else.”

Ted Husing answered this latter argument
on the radio program by pronouncing, “Just
as the Battle of Waterloo was won on the
playing fields of Eton, so were the present
battles of Europe and the Pacific won on the
college gridirons of America."

Stanley Frank and his eolleague Tunis, an-
other sportswriter, thereupon jumped on
Husing with all four feet. “Army figures show
that only 3.6 percent of its personnel ever
completed college, Your statement is a ter-
rible snub to 96.4 percent of the men who are
fighting the war. The educational level of the
Army is second year of high school, which
means that most men never had any organ-
jzed athletics at all.”

Later Husing came up with another ex-
ample—Tom Harman surviving the jungle
after the crash of his B-24. “Tom Harmon's
life was saved in the jungle by his football
training,” Husing said. “A jungle problem is
just like a football problem.” ‘

“Tf the truth were known,” said Tunis, “T'll
bet Tommy Harmon survived because he used
to be a Boy Scout.”

“Harmon,” admitted Husing’s pariner Mac-
Phail, “was an Eagle Scout.”

Hui the major part of Frank's argument
was devoted to the attitude of the troops
gverseas, He spent seven months with them
as a war correspondent in France. Belgium.
Luxembourg and Germany, and he says the
only time he ever heard Gls discussing sports
and athletes was when they pointed to their
awn punclured eafdrums and flat feet and

ked. “How come?"’ ,
asﬂfsked why the War Department gives Gls
touring baseball shows and so much sports

NAVY SLUGGERS. Elbie Fletcher (left] and
Johnny Mize, ex-big-leaguers, were rival first
basemen in a game on Guam. Judging by the
size of thair chews, there is no toboceco shartage.

t. Bill Dickey, who recently returfed to the
States after a tour of the Pacific bases,
named Ted Willioms of the Red Sox, now a
Navy aviation instructor, as the greatest hit-
ter he ever saw. “In saying that,” he said. “I
know how good Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig and
Joe DiMaoggie were. Willlams was something
out of this world. If we hadn't run into this
war I believe he would have finished as the
leading hitter of all time.”. . . John P. Car-
michael, sports edior of the Chicago Daily
News, reports that as soon as Lt Gen, George
Patton finishes his job on Hitler there's a little
finaneial matter for him to straighten out in
Chicago; a matter of 32 cents he owes Pub-
licitor Joe Farrell of the Blackhawks hockey
team. It seems,” writes Carmichael, “that
some Yyears ago Patton, who was a great
friend of Maj. McLaughlin, late owner of the
Hawks, was visiting at the McLaughlin home
and decided to see one of the games. Pub-
licitor Farrell left two tickets, on which he
E&arsqnalL\' paid the.tax of 32 cents, at the
adizon Street reservation window of the
Stadium. They were never picked up. “I don’t
know what happened,” says Farrell, “but I'm
put 32 cents. I haven't bothered Gen. Patton
about it because he's been pretty busy, but

the minute he sets foot in this country again
he'll hear from me.” !
Killed in Action: Lt. Jack Chevigny, former
Notre Dame and U of Texas coach, at Iwo
Jima. . . . Wounded: Lt. Bart Stiff, TUSMC, for-
mer U of Pennsylvania fullback, at ITwo Jima.
... Missing in Action: Lt. Francis (Frank) Cusick,
ox-Notre Dame end, over Germany. . . . In-
ducted: Stanley Spence, Washington outfielder,
_into the Navy at Bainbridge, Md.: Michasal
Froncis [Pinky) Higains, Detroit third baseman,
into the Navy at Great Lakes, 111

== = —— =
news, Frank said: “The guys overseas and in
the hospitals are so bored and fed up that
they’ll listen to anything. They'll listen to the
Cherry Sisters singing grand opera, and
they'll even listen to Ted Husing. But they
resent the claims that sports make in their
name. The good will of sports is being en-
dangered by the silly elaims made for them "

Frank concluded with oratory.

“You are asked to believe” he said, “that
the men overseas are fighting for the priv-
ilege of calling the umpire & blind bum. This

iz precisely the sort of romantic, unrealistie

thinking that infuriates the soldier

vinees him that ewvilians have nvu‘.3 lcsr?(i C;,:. n%
the enormous sacrifices he is making, Theps {{
dier is not fighting to.see a ball game, tg ts.E:t-
Mom's cooking or to hear the latest iukﬂ._'t; e
l'ecm_'dmg. He i= fighting for his life H a0
fighting to win the war and end the ImiE -
and the monotony and the loneliness he is 1
fering. Anyone who tells you differ i
5!:!"_"3.1{5 with no aulthﬂl‘itjl" or Rnﬂwled Eﬁnﬂ}’

Later Frank said privately, “The 1%"ais i

sound you just heard was produced as I[:nn_g_
my ewn throat as a sportswriter ™ s
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The Composiie Bomber

NGLAND—One minute after " bombs away " on
E Berlin, a burst of flak caught the 384th Group's
Flying Fortress Stardust and punched her oil
lines full of holes. One engine froze and another
caught fire. By the time the smoke had cleared,
the Stardust had disappeared from the formation.
Three days later, her crew was listed as '"missing in
action under circumstances presuming death.”
But 47 days later she returned, It sounds Irish,
but she was not the same plane. * Stardust”™ was
still painted on her fuselage, but, like a lady who
has visited a plastic surgeon rather late in life, she
was not quite her old self. .
When the Stardust disappeared, she was flying
straight for the German-Russian border, losing alti-
tude every minute. Approaching the Vistula River,
the navigator, znd Lt. John O. Beeby of Topeka,
Kan., saw a landing field. It was dotted with
enormous bomb craters, the ground was covered with
enow and ice, and four German planes were parked
in the middle of the field. However, the plane
conldn’t stay up much longer, so the pilot, 1st Lt.
George F. Ruckman of Farmer City, Ill., decided
to take a chance on being a PW for the duration and

came on down, blowing a tire.

- crew didn’t have to wait long to learn their
TEI:; A Russian colonel suddenly appeared, ran
and gave Encl: meTtl:er of the Cé:tw

i o kiss. It didn't matter,”" says Sgt.
;rﬁnﬂkpﬁy Sorenson of Malad, Ida., the tail-
gunner. " We were all so happy to be on the ground.

Spon the field was swarming with Russians who,
it developed, had taken the field _fmm_ the Germans
only a few hours earlier. Speaking in German to
a Russian lieutenant named Balinchski, 5/Sgt. Jack
G. Garstak of the Bronx, N: Y., the ra’dj.u operator,
learned that there were still Germans in a forest
about zoo yards from the field. Balinchski advised
Garstak to destroy the planes equipment, as
there was no guara.ml.iee ag:};ﬁst tﬂ?: enemy retaking
 Garstak did so with a gun.
thﬁ::]:e long, the Americans were being m‘t;d
like visiting firemen at & cunve:_m?p in Reno. @
told them we'd bombed Berlin, Garstak ?t‘ays'
“and that really fixed us up. From ﬂl;‘:da%eﬂ'we'
wanted anything, we just iald. Bom in,
i a charm.
an%;; ﬁfﬂ;ﬁ]ﬁll::‘ft them quarters in a former club
of the Luftwaffe and showed them to rooms wl;;ch
still bore the names of German officers. The Russians
also gave them two orderlies. * They were Russian
Mauldin characters,’’ says S/Sgt. Johnnie E. Young
of Ansley, La., the engincer. “They had fought at
Stalingrad and were really battle-scarred,  They
looked about 6o, but one was 30 and the other was
5. They were good old Joes, We called them
(3}1;5 and Oscar, and after a while they began calling
er Gus and Oscar.”

Eal:'rlias::ltmnight the Russians threw a party. They
had a supply of vodka which they had just recap-
Germans and which, with adequate

m the :
;iﬁﬁr{;‘:l their guests, they made sure they wouldn't

lose again. 4
o Aﬂ gtarter,’’ says S/5gt. Albert

¥ laced

_N. Y., ball-turret gunner, they p
;l" Z‘:.T:fﬁue of vodka in front of each man. Tl];f:];:
ain't chicken about the quantity they give you, 1ke

jui they
: bout grape juice. Then, when th
o m&hte;:s: it's Eadpmanners to take just a sip.

Yol i lass or pretend
to toss off the whole glass
Y;l:'vga;:ssed out. When you finished one bﬂtﬂi
%Fhe}r put another one in its place. It was the toughes

aver to the plane,

inking I've ever done.”’
dr!?he Eulunel who had kizsed the crew slmt at one
He was the commanding officer

rred to him as * The Great One."”
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Omly captains and majors sat while he was eating;
lieutenants stood at attention. “We felt as em-
barrassed as bell sitting there eating with all that
brass hovering at the back of our chairs,”’ says Sgt.
Garstak.

The next day, with appalling hangovers, the crew
asked about plans for their going back to England.
The Russians said everything had been arranged for
a transport to take them to Moscow, but after wait-
ing almost a week, during which nothing happened,
the Americans decided to try to mend the oil line and
No. 4 engine, take the prop off No. 3, which was
beyond repair, and fly back on three engines. It
was impossible to fix the tire.

Lt. Ruckman, Sgt. Young, and Sgt. Alonzo R.
Rice of Detroit, Mich., the waist-gunner, worked
on the plane for three days in snowy, freezing
weather., They had no tools of their own, but found
some in the field's wrecked Luftwaffe hangars and
got the plane in some sort of working order. At this
point, the Russians decided that they wouldn't take
the responsibility for letting the Americans fly back
to England on three engines and a fat tire, so the
trip was called off.

Then came word that another Flying Fortress had
made a forced landing about 6o miles away and had
run into some trees. The crew of Stardust decided
to borrow a truck and go out and offer the crew a
ride back to England in exchange for an engine and
a tire.

It took two days to get the truck. “ The Russian

Army is just like ours,” says F/O Jack Rivall of

Hibbing, Minn., the bombardier. “ Everything has
to go through channels. It's a toss-up whether
those guys are more balled up with red tape than
we are."”’

When they reached the Fort they found it was
badly damaged, but that two of its engines were in
good condition and so were the tires. Removing one
of the 1,350-pound engines without the help of a
¢rane or sling was a back-breaking job. The crews
of both Fortresses, 18 in all, lifted the engine on two
telegraph poles laid across their shoulders like a
huge stretcher.

The next big job was taking off a tire. It was em-
bedded and frozen in the ground and had to be chop-
ped out. Then the z8-ton Fort had to be propped
up with telegraph poles while the tire was
taken off it.

Finally, the work was done and the two crews
piled into the truck and headed back to the Stardust,
where putting the engine and tire on proved to be
an even tougher job than removing them had been.
Although they now had a 1,000-kilo hoist to work
with, it took a day and a half to get the engine into
position. They also had to build a platform into
the Stardust’s bomb bays to carry the guns and
equipment salvaged from the plane they were leav-
ing behind. When the job was completed, the two

‘pilots—Ruckman and 1st Lt. Irving S, Spiegel of

New York City—went for a test hop. The crews
held their breath, but the new Stardust took off and
rose, sweet asa bird.

Bnmm-: they could head for England, however,
clearance had to be obtained from headquarters
and this took a week. While the crews waited, they
explored the town, The population seemed strongly
anti-Nazi and very friendly toward the Americans,
One day, for instance, the crews accidentally got into
the tail-end of a parade of a newly-formed Polish
brigade gponsored by the Lublin Government. " At
first the crowd was quite cool,”” says Garstak, " but
as spon as we got mixed up with the parade there
was a hell of a lot of excitement. Old men and
women began cheering and little kids broke away
and marched beside us—although we weren't
marching.”*

The town had been severely blitzed and practic-
ally everything was closed down while the men
were stuck there. ''Two cafes and a barber shop
run by four women opened up—the day we left,”
Garstak said, "“That's been my luck ever since T
joined the Army." :

Clearance came through the day after the long-
awaited Russian transport arrived, The Stardust
was bulging like a caterpillar when she took off. She
carried two complete Fortress crews and a fighter
pilot who had crash-landed nearby and was hitch-
hiking back to England. g :

Four men sat in the nose, four in the pilot's com-
partment, three in the bomb-bays and five in the
radio room. . <t were stretched out along the

YANK 12e by it o0

waist, “Sitting in the radio compartment,”’ Gar-
stak says, " you could hardly wriggle your toes."’

They flew in weather all the time.” “ We never
saw the ground from the ddy we left,"” Garstak says.
The oxygen system, which had been hit by Berlin
flak, petered out. As they had to fly high to clear
the Carpathians, a lot of passengers got very hazy.
The navigator had his tronbles too. He couldo't
read his Hussian maps and was worried where the
plane would come out. But the Stardust was only
five miles off course when she arrived in Italy, their
first stop on the way home,

Here they had an unpleasant shock. It appeared
that the message that they were safe, sent by the
Russians to the Eighth AAF in England had not
been received. The crews couldn’t notify their
parents from Italy, as the Fifteenth AAF security
regulations prevented them writing or cabling for
seven days. -

The men were told that, as they had been missing
in action for over 4o davs, under Fifteenth AAF
rules they were eligible for a furlough in the States.
They were tempted, but they knew that if they took
this offer they would have to return for duty with
the Fifteenth, flying B-24s instead of Forts, so they
turned it down, Also, they wanted to get back to
England and notify their parents as quickly as
possible. §

“None of us,'’ says Garstak, “wanted to stay
dead any longer than we had to.**

—By Cpl. EDMUND ANTROBUS
YAHK Staff Correspondent

in the States, that demon-driving ex-T/5
known as the Count has felt for some time
that the war would be won faster if the Army
would issue staff cars to enlisted men. Being an
impatient gent, he put his theory to the test Jast
Saturday night by taking his honey, 2 Wac corporal
named Abigail, for a ride in the colonel’s limousine.
The anly trouble was, it seems, that he—and she—
had to walk home.
“ 1 am frank to admit,"" the Count informed us a
few days later when we found him in his sack,
nursing his bunjons, " that the experiment was not

AS an old scorcher with his T-model Ford back

a complete success. Me dignity was considerably

shaken up, not to mention
Corporal Abigail.”

What, we asked the Count, had ha.Pplnad and
was he going to be court-martialed? ™ Maw,” he
snorted, ™ nothing like that. It was just that me
Corporal Abigail wanted a bitter, so | takes her
down to the village pub. | tell her I'm broke, of
course—like | almost am—so she pays for the bitter
and also for a few double ginses which | order to
keep her company. By and by, being a gentleman,
| get to feeling that | should return her generasity
so | moseys across the street to the railroad statjon
where the colonel's car is waiting for him, only the
pfc. mugg what drives it has gone to see a man
about a mouse, or something."

The thought of that pic. driver was plainly
distasteful to the Count. * That two-bit jerk! " he
went an. ' Only about one gallon of gas he has left
in the tank—as | discover when | get about 10 miles
out on the road with me Corporal Abigail riding
beside me, thinking | has the colonel's permission
to use his lousy car. So | can’t do nothing but stop
in a mator | and ask the sergeant there for a
little gas, WE::I am even willing to pay for. And
what does the stingy stinker do first but decide he
wants to see me trip ticket. It is while he is gone
to cal and check up with me base that | grabs me
Corporal Abigail and we high-tails it for the
woods,"

The Count sighed and wiggled his bony toes,
"It was a fong walk home,”" he said, " and tough
on me bunions. It was aiso tough on me relations
with Corporal Abigail. In fact, since then she has
bean what you might call cool toward me proposi-
tion that we go 50-50 in buying a tandem bike.”

me standing with me




"GEM. MILLER—MY WIFE. SHE WAS THE
MOST SUCCESSFUL CAMPAIGHS.”

BRAINS BEHIND SOME OF MY

—Cpl, Jaseph Kramer

—5gl, Waoyne Thiebaud
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