Daily Gormap Lessan

Wir sind gestern ange-
3 kommen
Yeor sind gestern angekawmmen
We arrived vesterday

Daily Newspaper of U.S. Armed Forces axe

VOL. 5 No. 2—Id.

Paris

STRIPES

in the European Theater of Operations

FRIDAY, MNov. 3, 1944

Daily French Lesson
Remplisses mon verre, s'il
vous plait
Rong-plee-say mong vair, seel

i voo play

Please fill m; glass

First Army Opens New Drive

Lufiwalffe
Up, Loses
130 Planes

For the first time in weeks the pot-
so-down-and-our Luftwaffe showed
itself in.great sirength. vesterday, and
daccording lo  preliminary Téporis
Eighth. Air Force fizhters set a new
record for a one-day bag by shooting
down 130 epomy craft.  Another 25 Nozi
plines were desteoved on the ground.

The last time the Lultwalle came up
en muisse was Sept. 1l when Eighth
fighters clipped all ibeir previous single-

day records by shooling down 116
enenmy  pianes. ;
As many. g5 @M Jemmies were én-

cauntered vesienday by more than S00
Thunderbolts and “Mustangs, which
eecoried  over 1,100 Foriresses  and
Liberators in their attack on synthetic-
ofl s i the Buhroand ot Mersebure
in_ central Germaeny, as well as rail
facililes sl Biclefeld and Rheine; and
other targels in western Germany.
Preddy's Men Get 24

The Mustang squadron led by Maj.
Goeorge B, Preddy, of Greenshora, N.C.
wha 15 the fop active Eighth fighter pilot |
in the ETO, shor down 24 MNazi cralt 1o
cop the day's sgundron honors.

Ihe 35th Fighter Geroup, a P51-outfit,
led by Maj, Eugene E. Ryan, of Darien,
Conn., tangled with over 75 siane—cng'me
Jerries whach were “ganging up’' on one
bomber force owver Merseburg, and

clarmed: bagging 19 far the loss of one !

hMusiang. [
The heavies' gunners reported petting |
their share of additionzl “kills,” shooting
down 53,
Sgi. William E, Grose, of Hico, W. ¥a.,
ball-tarret punner on ihe  Fore Liftle
Chom, said: T saw abour eight FW1os

sweepin (oward the rear of onr formn- ‘

ton, Fsaw two.ol the Jerries go down.”

A Thomes Wadonskr, of WMilwaabe:
Wik nombardier on the Fort That's Al
Jnck, reported; "As we were lenving the
tnrges area. three jet-propeiled fighters
broke ool of a light haee 10 front of us. |
Onc, & hight-green plane with  black
Crosses, came in ol us. At aboor 800
yirds ! opened fire. He was right i
ihe middle of his turn, and seemed 1o
b hanging in mid-air. That's where [
#or him."

Reds Speed

BudapestDrive

Ruszsian {anks and iank-borne infantry,
driving across  the open plaing - of
Hungary toward Bodapest, lasi  nipht
were reporied o have broken through the
capital’s outer defense ling, 27 miles from
the city,

Col. Ecpst von Hammer, German News
Agency commeniator, announced  that
the Sovier spearbead hoad cot a hole in
the line at Kunszentmiklos, located on
Budapest-Subotica milway. There was
no officiel announcement from Moscow,

Elsewhere the Enstern Front was quiet.

Pfc Hanged in France
For Murder of Topkick

SHAEF, Paris, Mov, 2 (Reater—1Tt was
pificially annoonced yesterday that Plc
Paul M. Klhuxdal, of Chicago, had been
hanged Tor killing I'/5gt. Paul M. Rohin-
san with a carbing Aug. 22,

Eluxdal was convicfed by an Army
court-martial and the sentenge Was fe-

Pearl Harbor Ghost That Shed Its Sheet

DECEMEER 7,

Two Towns
Past Aachen
Are Seized

First Army [roops, resuming the
offensive at the point of decpest pene-
trafion  into  Germany, slashed
through the dense Huertgen Forest
for a two-mile push yesterday and
caplured the towns of Vossenack and
Germeter, southeast of Aachen.

Dispatches said the doughboys, fight-
ing like men blindfolded in the gloom
and shadows of the thick woods, had
opened two heavy assaults about 12 miles
southeast of Aschen, which they subdued
twa weeks ago, =

One foree, driving Lo the northeast,
overran the  village of Germeter and
reached Huerigen, eaining more than a
mile, 2

o1 Miles Into Reich

A second force, heading: almost due
east, Blasted through Vossenack, 14 miles
southeast-of Aachen. At Vossenack the
Americhns were 9% miles beyond Roetgen,
the point where the Reich border was first
crossed in the initinl throst into the Sieg-
fried delenses,

Artillery, giving  close support, was
ripping the forest o bits, blasting a_way
through the trees which in many places
were no more than two feel apart.

In. the eastern sector of the Dutch
front, meanwhile, British  tank-led
columns advanced more than three miles
bevond Liesel toward the German-held
town of Meijel, American troops in this
sector met selfer apposition and gamed

wergasine thorick-n

only. hallf a - mile. .

Allied troops in western Holland met
bath suecess-and setbacks.. Brivish Army
Commandas; reinforced by other (roops,
controlled most of Flushing, bt the
beachhead was stll under fire and thers
wiy S going in the northern hall of
this Walcheren ‘Iskind port, * The MNazis
;.1'II'.|-'."£'IJ'IE, WHh T

Before and after: USS West Virginia, blasted in the Jap attack on Pearl Harbor (top),
retumned to action in the invasion of Leyte, completely rl_:ﬁlltrl and modernized (hottom).

Leyte Battle Nears a Climax;

Jap Escape Port Is Bombed

The battle for Leyte Island, in the Philippines, last night narrowed lo a
six-mile-long corridor from the village of Carigara to the last Jap escape
port of Ormoc, on the west coast, and lale dispatches from Gen, Douglas
MacArthur's headquarters indicated Carigara soon would be in Americin

hands.

The (15, 24th Division, linked with
dismounted cavalry units from the north
side of the island, advanced two miles
during the day against resistance which
appeared to be sliffening. —American
planes bombed Jap installations at
Ormoc, while the enemy continued 1o
ferry in reinforcements from Cebu, due
wiest,

US. planes raided

Meanwhile, as

| more than a dozen Japanese island strong-

holds throughour the Pacific, Adm.
Chester W. Nimitz annovnced from his
Pearl Harbor headquarters that “'several™
American warships were damaged in a
second hattle of the Philippines last week.
For security reasons he withheld identity
af the damoged vessels. Previously, six
LS. ships were reported sunk or

viewed and confirmed by Gen. FEisen-
hiower.

damaged.

Paris Bares Nazi Plan

To Bomb U.S. Cities

PARIS, MNov. 2 (UP}—The Germans
had a plan to bomb Mew York and
Washington with long-range bombers
built in Paris, but the French held up
the work so much that the Germans
had to leave Paris first,

This has just been revealed at the
Farman factory, where the bombers
were to have been built, The plane
was the Heinkel 274, a monoplane
with four Mercedes-Benz 1,650-horse-
power engines, weighing 20 tons un-
kiaded and 36 tons with load, It was

to carey a crew of three and fly.in the
I stfatosphere.

Our Man Got a Ride-and Loek What Hap

Volunteered for a Mill: Run That Was Anything But

32 in Crew, Ops Over,
By Herb Palmer
Siams ned Sripes Staff Wriler

mND BOME GROUP. Nov. _
The Devil stalked the Flying Forlress
Satan's Lady 11 today as she rogred over
Germanyv for o slap
at the Reicl, and
when - she crash-
landed at an RAF
base this afiernoon
thiree’ of the speci-
ally - selecied crew
wepe  missing  and
four wounded.

I made my Gt
mission today  and
flew 1o aitack '3
German oil refinery
at Lunn, three miles
sonth of Merzburg,
in the crew were
three men who had

o

L

HERE PALMER
compleied their tour of missions and had

yoluntesred  for oné fing!

before goimg home. One of the three— | jumped.

Capt. Erro A. Michelson, bombardier
from Dekalb, [l—is with us tonight,
but one of the athers ‘is somewhere 10
Germany, while the third is in a hospital,
Mot & single enemy fighler came up to
mieet us during the entire mission, but
flak and foe teamed up to bring near
disaster - to the crew. -
Over the target, just as the bombardier

shouted “Bombs Away!' a burst of flak
caught Satan’s Lady.
pilot,
.| wounded. :

lefi knee, making me a fourth casualty.

Three men, the
and engineer, WwWere

avigator
g griveed my

A piece ol fia
Then fak capght our No. 3 and 4

engines, knocking them out completely,
We drop

out of formation and prayed
hat mo fghtars would come: up.
Ag we limped back toward England,

fice bemn to freeze the controls and the
pilot warned ws to be ready to bail out
if he ran

the bell. - : :
Ar 2:30 the ship went into a spin,

and the bail-out order sopnded, Three
“milk ron™ | mew, including the wounded navigator,

Before the rest of us  could

pened

leave the pilor righted the ship-und we
continued on our way.

Another of the men whe jumped—the
assistant navigator—was making his last
mission. I he had come home he would
have been slated to return o the WS,

At 345 we sighted the English coast.
A Tew minutes later we prepared Lo crash
lamd at an RAF base. The landing gear
wiis damaged, 5o the wheels couldn’t be
towered, Bunched together amidships to
cushion the shock, we hit the runway.

The target? That is the one happy
phase of an otherwise disastrons mission,

Our bombs hit the refinery right on
the nose, And our plane was but one
of many hitting the same plint.

Somé of the members of the crew
WETE &

Lt Col James W, Wilson. of Bawling Green,
fihjo., command plot siing o the  cospildi's
place ki, Yeman E. Koch, of Dearborn, Mich.,
walst gunner s S/Spt. Monroe 1. _f:ubc!“em. of
Clesaland, mdio operior: Cepd. Michelson. bosi-
Bardler; 1/l Frank L. Fabeo, of Phishurgh,
cocpavigator ; §/5g. Rober L, Davidwon, of
Simms, Mont, waist punner, and s writer, Who
pervid fs B wdst Eninner, i

Alexander
Blames Rains

End of the European war in 1945 was
rredicted yesterday by Gen, Sir Harold
Alexander, Allied commagder in lialy,
who also said : "1 do not know when we
will drive the Germans out of Italy, but
I can assure you we will drive them opt.”™

Eighth Army troops, meanwhile, were
reported closing in on Forli, after cross-
ing the Ronco River in strength, and are
already: fighting for Forli's  airfield,
American troops captured the village of
Casetin.

Alexpnder  blamed continuous  bad
wealher for the present stalemate, “If 1T
had had the strength to get into the Po
Yalley earlier, | would have been able to
use lanks, but they can't get off the roads
iow," he said. Also, some of his best
treops were taken for the invasion of
southern France, Aleander stdted.

Report Kesselring Hurt
In Rommel-Like Attack

ITALIAN FRONTIER, Not. I (AP}
—Field Marshal Albert Kesselring today
wis reported wounded in an  accident
similar (o that which cost Marshal Erwin
Rommel's life. 3

According to these reports, Kr:sscingg's
car overturned . after  beéing  machine-
gunned by an Allied plane near Bologna.
It was not known how badly he was in-
jured, :

Tokyo Boasts|
Human Vs

Sujcide  pilots, “human Vs
operating npainst the American fleet in

German  MNeéws  Agency,
Tokyo reports.

“The planes were sald to be filled with
explosives and carry only enough [uel to
reach their (arpets.  Pilots of the fying
hombs try to ram the sides of ships, thus
damnging a vessel more than a hit from
ahove. bt

Pilots have two years' regulac training
plus special’ schooling for their mission-

waiting for the hour of their victorfous
lflemh," Tokyo was guoted,

are
the Philippines, crashing their explosive-

laden planes inte the ships, sccording to
which' guoted

“Hundreds of these *living bombs' arc

flngs and then fiving when  the  Adlied
Lroops appenred.

On the West Kapelle beachhead, on the
island’s west shore, Britsh Murine [orces
fapning out north and sowth capiured
several enemy big gun positions.  They
were only five miles from Flushing,

Again Span Causeway

Canadian troops, lighting ac times waisl
deep in water, regained their toehold on
Walcheren afler the Germans, with a
clear ficld of five, beat off their first
aticmpt to cross on the causeway from
‘Sooth Bevelond Wednesday night.

In the Scheldt pocket, where only three
small. enemy  proups  still held  out,
Canadians captured the towns of Knocke

pnd Sluis, taking 2600 prisoners, includ-
ing Maj. Gen. Eberding, commander of
the 64th Division, which had already lost
2,000 men as captives to Allied troops
clearing out this Duich-Belgian corner
since Ocl. 6. - *
On  the Third Army front, Yank
artillerymen, firing Germian guns tiken in
fhe Maginot Line and guided by (wo
Ninth Air Force Mustang  spolicrs,
knocked out one of the Nazis' 2E0-mm.
railway wuns, pouring 140 shells into the
rail yard where it was being. refitted,

Aegeaﬂ Nazis

Are Sealed Off

British troops wha captured Salonika
in’ northeastern. Greece Wednesday am-
bushed and trapped the last remnants al
the fleeing German garrison yesterday,
and the fate of 20,000 Germans on {he
Acpean Islands seemed scaled by Lhe loss
of Salonika.

Free Jugoslay Headquarters claimed
the Germans were evacualing Sarajevo,
birthplace of World War 1, and the lasi
town through which the enemy cin
evacuale his forces retfeating through
central and southern Jugoslavia,

Sarpjevo is 115 miles southwest of

Belgrade.

A P WS ST
[.S. Castwaltics 487,692
WASHINGTON, Nov, 2 (AP}—The
latest figure for LS, war casualties is
487492, an increase of 14,913 over lasi
week, the War Departmenl annotnced,




