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Fifth Smashes

Through to Naples Plain

Allies Sink
7 Ships Oft
NewGuinea

60 Planes Also Destroyed
In Crushing Blow to
- Enemy at Wewak

~ALLIED HOQ, Southwest Pacific,
Sept. 29—The Fifth 118, Air Force
and the RAAF vesterday sank seven
lap ships and 60 planes over Wewak,
New Guinea, dealing the Jupanese in
the South Pacific their third crushing
air -and sea defeat within three
maonths,

Three oil tankers and four mer-
chani ships of about 5,000 tons were
left flaming and sinking in the harbor,
30 planes, caught napping on the bomb-
scarred ‘pirfield, were destroved, and 14
fighters were shot down by the Allied

fighters, mediom and heavy bombers. in |

the surprise daylight attack.

In addition, 29 Jupanese supply barges
and luggers were -either destroved or|

damaged.
Smash Alr Support for Japs

The Allied blow-—which cost the Fifih
Alr Force only three planes—has
smashed the Jap's elforts o re-establish
their air base at ‘Wewak, from which
planes-could fly te support their isolated
garrison at Finschafen, 100 miles to the
cask,

Latest reports from the Finschalen area
said the Japs were batilingdesperately (o
hold their positions against sirong Allied
atiacks. Enemy casuanlties are “high.”
acoarding (o Gen, MacArthur's com-
munigue.

With practically ne nir support—pro-
bably the resuli of the Wewak atiack—
the Japs have liltle chance ol surviving.
Their chance of an eyvacuption by sen ig |
remote because of the strong TS, sur-
face fleets which have been patrolling the
King William Cape area.

Mew Isinnd Taken

In the broader scene in the Pacific, the
Alligs have sained more territory in their
island-hopping to Tokyo,

The island of Monumes, the northern-
most of the Ellice 1slunds, shout 1,000
miles from Mew Guinea, has been taken
by U5, troops withoni any opposition.

The island, of httle imporiance for
attncking the Japs farther north, will secye
as o supply base for ships and planes
shuttling from Pearl Harbor and  the
United Staes to the Solomons and MNew
Cinines.

Activity in the Selomens is still quiet,
Allied medivm and torpedp-bombers
yesterday  aftacked Jap  positions on
Kolombangara Island, scoring direct hits
and starting fires. Fighter patrols infer-
cepted and deove off 38 Jap planes near
Welln Lavela, shooting down one plane
without loss.

Air Activity in Burma

NEW DELHI, Indid, Sept. 29—With
the monsoon seagon over and better fly-
ing weather, L/.5. bombers of the Tenth
Air Foroce yesterday blasted Jap railway
communications in central Burma. Sev-
eral buildings were demolished by direct
hits mear Mandalay and Myingyan.

Other formations hit warehouses and
supply dumps south of Myingyan. All
planes returned safely from all opera-
tions. :

ET0’s First WAC Bride
Toe Wed Old Sweetheart

Pvi. Mary Elizabeth Eliott, of Kings-
taon, NAC., will become the first WAC
bride in this theater when she says “I do™
to Spt. Wallace R. Best, of Raleigh, N.C.,
next Thursday, Oct. 7, at an Eighth Air
Force station where she has been on dug
cince her arrival with the first WAC
expeditionary force. .

The couple became engaged in rhe
Upited States and met here at a replace-
ment depot the day Pvt. Elliott arrived.
Sgt. Best bad-a hunch his figncee might be
willi_the: first WAC group and was on
hand 10 grect her.

The ceremony will be performed by the
Rev. G0 M. Napier, Plc. Dorothy
Whiner¥, of Anoka, Minn,, will be maid
of honours Maj, William H, Buell will
e best man, and Maj  Jacob W.
Frederick, .of Wakarusu, Ind., will give
awny the bride. Plc Jane Elise Hastings,
of Washington, and Plc Olive Spencer. of
Aliguippa, Fa., will provide wedding
Mugic;

I

Proxy Marriage Arranged

DAVENPORT, Towa, Bept. 29—Annie
Peattie, of Colombus, Ohio, and Joho
Wopd, an BAF pilot in England, will be
married today by proxy. Such marringes
are recognized in [owa.

Post-War Cooperalion

Senate, it was revealed roday, has killed

United States participation in the main-
tenance of peace after the war, withoot
even considering it.

b

Eigfl.th. Air Force Libs Hit Corsica from A ﬁ;icu Bases

W Rautive Pluein

Eighth Air Force Liberators—which recently few from the ETO for special duty with the Northwest Africa air forces—pound
o n s oS st @ port in Corsica where the Germans are attempting (o evacuate men and equipment to France and [taly.

The pilot of the Avenger was Lt. R.

atreraft-carrier Lexington before she was sunk in the South Pacific.
The first of Williams® four engagements in the Atlantic was with a U-boat

Marshall Hits

Army’s Critics

Seriously Affecting War
Effort, Chief of Staff
Tells Congress

WASHINGTON, Sept,
Members af the
mittee, afier o conference with Gen.
George C. Marshall, US. Army chief
of staff, said today that Congressional
criticism of the Army's high command
iz “seriously affecting the war effort.”

Representative Thomas said to the
Haowse: “Gen. Marshall called me at my
residence 1o express very deep regret and
concern at some stalements that appeared
in local newspapers and also on the floor
of this House,

“He snid it is seriously alfecting the
war effort and authorized me (o meet
other members af the commities and to
quote him and express the hope thal such
statements will not be repeated beciuse
they are doing gréat harm to odr war
effort.”

{Rep. Walter Andrews, the senior Re-
publican member of the committee, said,
gecording to United Press: “Marshall
said ‘he greatly resents all references to
his key man Lt. Gen. Brehon B, Somer-
vell, which he considers harmful to Army
morale and grossly unfair to o great
American officer.”

(This statement was apparently & refer-
ence to a report by the Army and Movy
Jaurnal, which said that powerful inter-
esizs were seeking Gen. Marshall's re-
moval as chief of staff and named Gen.
Somervell as a possible siccessor.)
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Shelved by Senate

WASHINGTON, Sept. 29 (UP}—The

he Fulbright resolution, calling  for

[

Nazi Pence Feclers Rejected

NEW YORK, Sept. 29 [AP}—North
American Mewspaper Alliance today ear-
ried n story from Washington  that
Feareign Minister Malotov of Rossia lod
mformed Britein and the Uniied States
that ‘German - peace proposals had been
received in Moscow and immedingely e-

(AP)}—
House Military com-

P. Williams, who was attached to the

being strafed by Gromman Wildeat
fighters from his . escort carrier,  He
swooped in low and siraddled the Mazi sub
with bombs just forward of the conning
tower. Though the U-boat was hopelessly

damaged, the Germans opened fire and
downed two fighters,

After a few minules Willizms' plane
| and another bomber scored the kill.
destroyer picked up 33 Germans from the

a.

The following morning, again on patrol
Williams sighted n'mnihr:gr peg?iscﬂpcpnbnu{
eight miles from his position.  He got
one bomb “very close™ to the sub as it
crash-dived, leaving a trail of oil. This
was listed as “a possible

Two days later one of Williams' bombs
exploded directly beneath another sub.
The explosion threw five men clear of the
v.-::l'ecked vessel and scattered debris and
oil,

Two of the Germans were drowned, the
other three rescued by 4 destroyer.

Williams® third kill was made after
several days. In this he was helped by
three ather nlanes from the carcier. bt
it was Willinms whose bombs brought
the U-boat to the surface and sank it,
its conning tower throwing off dense
smoke as it went down. Thirty: of its
crew were taken prisoner by o desiroyer,

960 War Prisoners Flee Italy

Swiss radio seid yesterday 960 former
risoners of war and 21,860 other refupgees
ad entered Switzerland from  Tialy

between Sept. 17 and 27.

Carrier-Based Avenger Sinks |RussiansPound
| Three U-Boats in Atlantic

WASHINGTON, Sept. 29—The certain destruction of three U-boats and
the possible destruction of the fourth by one carrier-based Avenger bomber
on Atlantic convoy duty was described today by the Navy Depariment,

Nazis in Flight
Across Dnieper

ThousandsTrapped asRed
Drive to Gomel Hits
Year’s Fastest Pace

MOSCOW, Sept. 29 (UP)—The battle |
of the Dnieper raged today along practi-
cally the entire 400 miles of the middle
and upper reaches of the river, with only
i handful of German bridgeheads siill
on the east bank. These were being wiped

]

Enem? Line
In Mountains
Is Shﬂtel'e{l

Port’sFalllmminent; Allies
Seize All of Sorrento
Peninsula, Sea Base

By the Associated Press

I-dlfll':‘l' six days of bitter strugple, the
Fifth Army last night had broken
through 1o the plain of Naples,
southern Italian metropolis whose
fall to the' Allies appeared imminent,

American and British troops under
Lt. Gen, Mark W. Clark climaxed a
week of fierce battling by driving the
Germans oul of their fixed mountain
positions and sgizing the town of
Mocera, a vital road junction at the be-
ginning of the coastal plain leading to
Maples itself.

Routed enemy forces began a peneral
retrent which not only vielded the entire
Sorrento. Peninzula to the Allies but
carried the possibility that the Wazis may
not halt before reaching the Yentura River
ling well north of Maples,

With the Allies now a mere 15 miles
from the city, the Germans were reported
by Algiers radio to have sunk seven
Italian ships tn the harbor in an effort 1o
render it useless to occupying forces,

Castellamare, imporiant naval base on
the southern shore of the Bay of Maples,
also fell into Allied hands. The initial
breakthrough on the ecastern portion ol
the front extending all the way across
Taly resulted in capture of the greal air-
base city of Foggia earlier by the British
Eighth Army and signaled a general
advance by*both the Filth and Gen. Mont-
somery’s forces.

7 Miles From Key Junction

Smashing their way forward six miles
against crumbling enemy opposition, units
ol the Fifth were last reported within
seven miles of Avellino, road and rail
junction which is the key 1o inland com-
munications east of Maples, :

Capture of Avellino would constitote
o threat to any German attempt to make
a new stand anywhere east or south of
the beautiful ity lying on the famous bay.

The Eighth Army meanwhile wiped out
an enemy salient on its western flank and
established a straight line between San
Angelo and newly captured Melfi, Along

oul swiltly, one after the other.

South of Kiey the Russians mopped up
the east bank ns far as a point north of
Kremenchug, Masses of puns bellowed
out by day and night across the Dniéper
and hundreds of planes hammered away
at the Germans who were still swarmine
aver to the west bank of the river.

Swilt Russian motorized units smashed
their way into the German lines on the
east bank at a large number of points and
actually reached the river banks before the
slower German units could get there.
Thousands of the enemy were encircled in
this way, and thousands of Russian civi-
lians, destined for the slave markets of
Germany, were released.

On the Dnieper itself masses of men
and material jammed the river crossings
established by the Germans in their
frantic rush to gel to the comparative
safety of the other side.

Al Kiev, Kremenchug and Dnicpro-
petrovsk the Germans clung desperately
to steadily dwindling footholds on the
east bank, fighting a definite rearguard
action with large numbers of lanks, self-
propelled guns and infantry units, These
forces launched as many as 12 counter-
attacks g day apgainst the advancing
Russians.

The London recruiting office of the
.5, Army has had. g sudden rush of
recruits following the announcement by
Ernest Bevin, British Minister of Labaor,
that his department expects soon (o begin
the drafting for the  British forces of
Americans of military uge living in Beitain.

Mare than 25 “eligibles,” some of
whom have been living here for a4 con-
siderable time, have called to join vp,

Recruiting officials - say  they expect
many more before the Allied Powers
(War Serviced  Actl, 1942, which has
already  drafted nationals ol  Belgium,
Crechoslovakin, Greece, (he Methetlands,
Maorway, Poland dand Yugoslavia, 1s
applied 1o American ¢itizens, :

ATter it goes into force ihere will be
a poriod oﬁwo monihs before drafting
begins, #ecording 1o officidls of the
Ministry of Labor, Many Americans in

jected.

ll}rimin are doing essenthil war work and

Faeing Labor DJr_aft by British,
U.S. Civilians-Rush to Be Gls

clarms by their employers for their defer-
ment will be investigated by the Ministry.,

Those who volunteer [or the LLS. Army,
and are rejecled on medical grounds, will
not be asked o undergo another medical
by the HBritish authorities, the cfficials
added.

Scores of young Americans have been
sworn in @l the recruiting office during
the Inst vedr, including some who have
never been to the States, but claim Ameri-
can citizenship through their parents.

Oilicials now are looking forward to
welcoming i few men who have been un-
willing to join up as “ordinary soldiers,”
But who now will have (o choose between
service with the American forces or the
British.

Two men, for wham all arrmngements
had been maede to join, failed (o arvive
the next morning o be sworn in ofter
asking a Gl to el them all about life
i the army.

the Adratic, Gen, Monlgomery's forces
drove northward 11 miles from Marpghe-
rita di Savova and occupied the town of
Zappanetta on the Gull of Manfredonia,
due éast of Foggin,

Fierce Battle at Sala

British troops on the extreme southwest
end of the Allied line began the final
shove against the enemy in the mountaing
north and northwest of Salerno ot dawn
Tuesday., The fiercest fighting was en-
countered at the town of Sala, which
already had changed hands many times
in the past week's furious struggle.

This time Gen. Clark's troops seized
it for keeps and swept on trinmphantly
The Germans, apparently realizing any
further attempt to make o stand in thar
area was futile, began to fall back.

All reports indicated that the 1etreat
was orderly, and there was no suggestion
that the Allies were taking large numbers
of prisoners. Fighting on the front has
been exceedingly grim, however. German

arachute  troops among what prisoners
ﬁnv: been taken frankly admitted they had
had enough. -

“We have been doing nothing bt
retreat,” they said. **We are tired of fight-
ing rearguard actions. We had only 17
men left out of our company.”

Unfayorable weather hampered  the
Allied aerinl offensive in combat areas.
Fighters and fighter-bombers attacked a
train and a small motor transport convoy.

Allies Said to Have Lost
Two Italian Luxury Liners

Reports from  ltaly say that the
Ttalian liner Rex has fallen into German
hands at Trieste, at the northern
end of the Adriatic, and that the Conte
di Savoia had been scuttled by 1ls crew
al Venice, These two  luxury limets,
fastest nlian ships, formerly made the
Gesiop:-Nipleat G GO i

Attempl on Laval’s Life,
Bomb Found in His Car

Brazeaville radio mh! yesterday an
attempt on Pierre Laval's life was made
ten days aga by the placing of o bomb
in his cor as the YVichy-French leader was
jeaving for Castelbenu, hiz country resi-
dence. The bomb was discovered shoitly
Before he entered the car,
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