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Forts Given
Bitter Battle
By Luftwafte

U.S. Afsmen Shoot Down
39 as Central Reich Is
Hit Through Clouds

The Lufrwaffe struck desperately at
Flving Fortresses vesterday as the
American  heavies penetrated 10
centtal Germany and bombed
military targets in the Brunswick area
through almost sofid clouds.

German fighter pilots in formations
up (o 150 slashed at the bombers and
their Amearican fighter escorts in brief

L
but fierce battles over the heart of|

the Rewlh.
As ihe intp Germany,
Liberator formations—alse in mlqdaesr.
sirength—were  hitting  more  military
targeisin the bomb-cratered Pas de Calais,
Thirty-nine German plancs were shot
down in air batiles, and a number
desiroved on the ground by the TS, air
fleer, which lost nine bombers and nine
fighters, it was officially announced,
The double-pronged attack by Libs and
Forts was the 23rd operational day of the
record-breaking month, bringing the total
to five more than the February total, pre-
vious  high since the first (L5, heavy-
bomber atinck ontihe continent, Aug. 17,
1942,
The German fghters who went up io
miegt the Fortress formabons inside the
Reich were making their first serious

BiTs weni

arempl ab oppasiten in six days, but |

their strategy was unprecedenied ;- they

made few major attacks ofl the bombers |

and their escorts until afier the bombing |
run was completed and the damage done. {

While the American fighter-pilols were |
beating off the Liftwaife gnd running
g four-to-one score i doing IE,
Bom 8. Genrite, of Pigug, Qhio, sho

down three German fighiers to bring his |
revised official score to 21 enemy - airgrafl |
destroved, one Iess than Capt. Buhl
Johrson's ETO recard.

All hombers atracked 15
which were unspecified in the oflicial
announeement—with the “through |
clouds” technigue. Some crews had
glimpses: of the-torget areas Lhmughl
breaks in the undercast, but weather
generally was “solid,”’ returning airmen
sadd.

The Cerman raid-warning system began
to functon snorily after neon. with
“achtung™ annouscemenis polbg. on ghci
air to report formations approaching
northwestern Germany.  The announoe- |
mens soon afierwaed pat the bombers |
over central Germany, and tadio broad-
casts beaan to refer to “giant aic battles”
over the Reich,

Berlin Dead 300.000

ZURICH, Mar. 19 [Rcutcr]_-—ﬂrcr!in's
air tmid deaths are mow  eéstmated at
hetween 300,000 and 400,000, reports o
resident of the German capital just arrived
ht[ﬁ-'n‘hm has been txperienced in the last
few weeks cannot be described i terms
of sanity,” he said, “Estimaies differ,
but well-informed  people  state  that|
Between 70 and 80 per cent of the capital's
war factories. are either totally destroved
or out of acton.”

‘4th Termers’|
Claim 604 Votes

WASHINGTON, Mar. 19 (Reuter)— |
Circles favoring & fourth lerm for Presi-
dent Roovsevelt estimated today thst he
could depend already on 2 minimum df
G4 of the Democratic convention’s 1,176
O 5
A ,!f}pn:limirtur}' survey indicated that thos |
far he had received public declarations of |
support from: 116 of the 142 Democratic |
delepnies chosen in four states, inchding
a6 elegled in the New York primary ves-
teiday.  He probably swould be backed by
ten more delegates to be chosen at the
Wew York siate convention, 1t was sald.

their largels—

Suggests ‘Play’ With Guns
For Convaleseent Troops

CLINTOMN, Tows, Mar. 29 (AP—
Givine some bed-ridden soldiers 4 rifle or
migchine-gin o pliy with"™ wits sugpesied
fhere by Maj. Willian 5. Briscoe, chicl
of the educational branch of tie Army's |
division of physical and mental recondi-
Goning of Hospitalized soldiers.

“For some mien the best thing may he
1o place @ weapon in their hml'lr.is 48 sO0n
ac thigy recover fr%m shiock, “}E:LEH -p:;!:ﬁv £
ssemble sipdy-——even pli i {
e g in Eﬂhur cases it |

Supreme Commander's * Salute to the Soldier’

- “This i1s Upited States Forces Day of Salute the Soldier Week in
London. My salute to the soldier is for all the fighting forces I am
privileged, as Supreme Commander, lo recognize as comrades-in-arms,

This is my salute:
“We of the United Najions mus!

‘everywhere™

race or nationality, creed op service, uniform or rank ;

“Supported by our homelands, we niust fight on relentlessly, side by
side, at seqa, an land and in the air,

B thar we will win together a better world, secure and free for all men,

tve and work togetfier, regardless of

Dwight D). Eisenhower,
Supreme Commander,
Allied Expeditionary Force.

Demoecrat Wins
In Oklahoma’s
‘Test Election’

H&ntlﬂgiul Calls Results
. An Indorsement of FDR;
I Republicans Silent

| DKLAHOMA CITY, Okla., Mar. 29—
| Almast complete returns from yesterday's
{Second Congressiohal District  special
glection, in which both major pares
called the Roosevelt Administration the
principal igswe, today gave the Democriis
thelr third triumph in 11 special elections
threughout the country.

With_only 1% of 331 i:m:cinr_-u unre-
ported—and  those sparsely populiated—
Democrat Willinm G. Stigler ed Republi-
bean Edwin Q. Clark 21,405 ta 17,673,
| The victory gave the Demacrats 207 sears
in the House of Reprezentatives againgt
210 for the Republicans,

Democratic Wational Chairman Robert
E. Hannegan declared in Washington the
vate represenied  imdorsement  of  the
Rooseveli Administration’s condpct of

up | the war and “exploded complerely and
Capt. | decisively the myth of a natien-wide
shot | Republicen - end.™

Republicans Make Mo Comment

American Units
Fig_hting Beside
Tito Partisans
S

pecially-Trained Raiders
Have Clashed With Nazi
Forces In Jugoslavia

By Daniel Deluce
Associated Press War Correspondent

BARI, Mar, 3 (delayed)—American
combal troops, specially trained for guer-
rilla warfare, are operuting with Jugoslyy
partisans and British forees in the Dalma-
tian coast zone, it can now be revealed.

Special American raider groups were
first sent across the Adriatic several
months sgo. In  frequent engagements
with German patrols, mixed “Anglo-
American and partisan delachments have
tuken scores of prisoners and have in-
flicted considerable casualties.

Their own losses were described autho-
ritatively as “light,”

A veteran of World War T leads the
American outfit, whose Dalmatian opeéra-
Lions are co-ordinated under the senior
British officer in the field:

Imporiant “commando” missions have

been carried out successiully,

Their commander said, “Having seen

1y indicates  conclusively,” he said, | for ourselves, we have the highest admira-

that the Republican Party cannot expect

| preference on a negative program based |
| only upon complaints apgainsl necessary
| war-lime restrictions.”

Meither the defeated candidate nor
Republican leaders in Washingion made
any comment. Clark said he would wait
for complete official figures before making
o statement. Stae GOP leaders, muni-
mizing their defeat, attributed it 1o “the
Mew Deal machine:™ :

Though the contest was w:gpp::l_ml Y
traditionally Demoeratic district  which

| had gone Repoblican only once—in 1520

—Republican leaders led by Gov, John
W, Bricker, of Ohio, had forecsss that
the resulis would show a continuation of
the GOP “teend” first noted Lwo years
apo when Senator Ed. H. Moore defeaied
Senator Josh Lee, Democrat.

Prepared for “dth Term Talk’

Sen. Alben W. Barkley (D.-Ky.) cam-
paigned  for Siigler and ysserted in dn
election-eve speech: “If the Republicans
with 1o make the fourth term the cam-
paign issue, the Democrats dre prepared
to meet A -

Of the 11 special electipns since 1342,
Republicans won eight, incloding. three
| seats which, as in the cirrent instance,
had been Democratic. K=,

Stigler, # Muskogee lawyer, as is his
opponent, is 53 and one-half Indian. He
served . two | four-yar germs in the
Oklahoma Stale Senate.

Biggest U.S, Parade Here
Aids London Fund Today

1.5, Army units from scattered points
throughout the ETO gathered in London
last night in preparation for their bigpest
parade in this country, which E]IE§ will
stage today as parl of London’s Salote
the Soldier Weck observance. :

Mearly every kind of unit, including
WaACs, will participate in the mile-and-
a-half mareh throngh Leondon siresls, a
demonstration in support of the city's
drive to sell S660,000,000 worth of war
savings. Today hay been _declared
American Forces Day in the drive.

The parade is scheduled to begin at
11 AN, and will end with a march past
a reviewing stand in - Trafwlgar - Square
shiortly before noon.

Murderer Gets Chair

HACKENSACK, NI, Mar. 29—
Rabert P. Deegan, 26, wis sentenced to
die in the eectric chair for the baseball-"
bt mourder of Mrs, Ethel Herman, . His
confederate in the Jan. 14 murder, Martin
A, Hoffman, 18, of Porchester, Mass.,
was senenced o kfe Imprisonment
because of his youth.

British Fleet in Indian Ocean?
A powerful British fleet Is operating in
the Iodian Ocean, Madrid radio said

qid.  He added that in
l:nlijgh: be best o et paticnts forget the
war “for 4 while, at fenst.

yesterday, quoting o Japanese source,

ton for the accomplishments of Marshal
Tito's Jugaslay patriots. They have helped
us in every possible way, i
soldiers have been under fire with bath

ur American

Jugoslay dnd British troops, and there is
complete understanding and  confidence
among the fighiing men of all three
nationalities. — The mixed Allied forces
along the Jugoslav coast wre a very hanpy
[amily.

“The Americans are rapidly picking up
the Slay language and the Yugoslavs are
learning English at an amazing speed.
We hope to do guite a lot of damage to
the common enemy in the future"

Nearly every American now in  the
Dalmatian zone received fraining in the
LIS, for special operations under Balkan
conditions.  They include reconnais-
sance, engineering and punnery experts
as well as a number of paralroops.

Arm}f No Longer Will Tell
Everyone Where You Are

WASHINGTOMN, Mar, 29—Specific
replies answering requests as to the loca-
tion of individual soldiers in the future
will be sent only to parents, close relatives
of soldiers, members of Congress and
certain public authorities, the War Deparl-
ment announced today.

The department said  the volume of
work necessary to answer such inguiries
necessitated a restriction,  In the fwiure,
requestz for  information  from  casual
acguaintances will be acknowledged by a

=

card from the Adjutant General ilﬂ[_l'gg
that it 15 impossible (o give detail

Meanwhile, Moscow warned both

The Plozsti oilfields were said to haw

Ploesti Reported
Under Martial Law

A Fguit-now-or-take-the-consequences™
warning was broadcast to Rumania and
Bulgarin by, Mozcow yesterday as Ger-
many placed the Ploesti oilficlds under
miartial law and, according to the Soviel
Mews Agency, replaced its Rumanian
administrators and lechnical personnel
with Germans.

“Several large 855 detpchments have
arrived to geard the oilfields and. _lhr.
German authorities are hastily removing
all oil stocks from the Ploesti area,” the
dispatch added, .

The Moscow newspaper lrvesiia, in
what was viewed as a semi-official “last
chance” ' warning, tojd Rumania’s 3
divisions and Bulgaria’s 20 that they had
the chofee cither of secing their countrics
hecome  battlefields and go down witli
Germany or “firmly and decisively rising
il defense of their sovereignly. and their
very existence.’” ; 47

“Pime will not wail,'" the paper said,
adding that “Germany no longer posses-
ses sofficient forces fo break the resist=
ance of any satellite country W]'Illli'h'f,lt"..'l.l.!f.‘i
o defend ils existence with arms.

Bucharest Being Evacuated

moscow radio meanwhile  broadeast
that a general evacuation of the Rumanian
capital at Bucharest had been ordered
and Soviet Mews Agency reporied thal
Rumanian ‘police had been ordered to
shootl at sight any persan who failed to
stop when called upon. In pecupied
Hungary, Moscow said, German commis-
£ars have been installed as supervisors n
the gﬂvem?l:n[ miniskrics of commerce
and the intBricr,

Swiss dispatches described hundreds of
suicides in  Budapest, -the Hungaran
capital, and reported that the MNazis were
conducting a wave of werror against Jews.
They added that the chiel rabbi had been
among those interned in conceniration
camps. In Bulgaria, the same sources
said, 6,000 Jews were impressed into
forced labor building a 200-mile single-
track railway conneciing  Solia  with
Safonika.

Quads—3 Girls and a Boy
Born to New York Mother

NEW YORK, Mar, 29 (AP)—Quad-
ruplets—three girls and a boy—have been
born o Mrs. Harry Zariff, Two of the
girls weighed five pounds each, the third
girl four pounds 12 ounces and the boy
four pounds 13 ounces. 3

Mother and babies are doing “excep-
tonally well,” a hospital announcement

information.

snid.

WASHINGTON, Mar. 29 {Reuf
Europe are not mere preliminaries

ns he's licked,” :

Armold’s assertions were made at
Belle,” titled afier the famed Flying
The Memphis Belle, an ETO veteran
crew last summer.

the general invasion operation.

“The missions we send oul are not {

we can slog him. . . .
“The only way the enemy can fig

h

‘Invasion AlreadyOn,’ Arnold |
Says,Citing Giant Air Attacks

er)—Mass bombing attacks against
ta invasion, they are invasion itself,

Gen, H. H. Arnold, chief of LLS, Army Air Forces, declared here today.
“We are invading, and not at some remote beachhead,” Arnold said.
“We are hittingsthe enemy where he lives., He knows if he cannot stop

the premiere of the film “Memphis
Fortress and dedicated to its crew.

. was flown home to the States by its
Arnold declared that the increasing tempo of aerial assault was a part of

“This plan is simply to destroy Germany's ability to make war,” he said.

o be confused with what used to e

called air raids. A greal mission of today is a planned battle. We try to
take the enemy by surprise, io go by a route e doesn't expect, to feint him
out of position, and, if possible, 1o make him uncover to the point where

t back is by putling up strong forces

of fighter planes. And he has no ﬁglht-:rs to spare. He knows thal when |
we come ashore in the West he is going to necd them desperately.

Carpathian Foothills
Reached by Russians;

Reds Warn Balkans

Zhukov 30 Miles From Czechoslovakia’s
Pre-War Line; Trap Threatens 100,000
Nazis; New Central-Front Drive

Russian armies under Marshal Gregory Zhukov struck inio the foothills
ol the Carpathian mountains and within 30 miles of the pre-war boundarics
of Czechoslovakia yesterday as other Soviet armics to the south advanced
in their drive to Odessa and threatened to develop a giant trap enveloping
possibly 100,000 Germans hard-pressed along the Rumanian frontier.

Bulgaria and Rumania of dire conse-

quences of collaborution with the Germans and urged the two countries to
take up arms in defense of their sovereignty. The Moscow warnings were
coupled ‘with an announcement of renewed MNazi crackdowns in-Rumania.

e been placed under martial law.

o

Soviets Advancing

On Odessa

Soviet troops reached the Carpathian
foothills only 30 miles from the preswar
Crechoslovakian Frontier yvesterday in an
advance that severed all communications
between the German forces at Lwow in
| Poland and those defending. Cernanti and
lower Rumania.

More than 300 miles to the southeast,
Gen, Rodion Malinovsky's Third Ukraine
Army group began the battle for Odessa
bv forcing the lower Bug 80 miles above
the port and pushing forward 15 o 20
miles toward that last Mazi stronghoeld in
the Ukraine.

Along  the Pruth, Marshal Ivan
Kaoniev’s armies-daid the sroundwork [or
B pipantic trap to pocket an estimated

[OF 000 MNazis along the Black Sea coast

f Russia Map on Page Four I

by n push south along the river. o the
Black Sea, hemming in a box [ormed by
the Pruth, the Black Sea and an arc jinc
from south of MNikoldey to the Pruth
opposite Jassy.

From German sources meanwhile came
news of a new offensive on the ceniral
iront 30 miles east of Mogilev whers,
Col. Ernst von Hammer said, “the Soviets
concentrated | strong forces.  which
attempted o force a  decisive break-
through even at the cost of great sac-
rifices.” One. attack was repulsed, he
said, but a second achieved a “decisive
breakthrough.™”

The Russian thrust into the Carpa-
thians at the upper end of the southern
front captured the town of Kolomend,
from which a difficalt road that rises
[rom 390 feet to 3,076 feet in 40 miles
lepds through the Tartar pass into the
Tiza River valley in Ruthenia, the Crecho-
slovakian province seized in 1938 and
now occupied by Hungary.

The pass, through which o railway also
rung, would be exceptionally easy for the
Maziz to defend and extremely difficult
for Marshal Gresory Zhukov's-armies to
take, Moscow dispatches conceded, There
were no indications that Zhukov, having
achieved separation of the Mazi forces
in Poland and lower Rumania, intended
to storm it.  Instead, his next objective
was expected to be Stanislavov, Galician
oil center 25 miles to the northwest on the
Cernauti-Lwow railway.

A few miles to the northeast, in the
so-called Proskurov trap formed between
Zhukov and Koniey in their advance
belond the Doigster, seven Mazi divisions
from the First German Panzer Army were
virtually cut off but still fighting.

Fires still burned in Nikolaev, the
HBlack Sen paval base taken by Malinoy-
sky's army Tuesday with the help of

(Continued on page 4)

HouseVotes Navy Billion
To Develop Pacific Bases-

WASHINGTON, Mar. 29 (Reuler)—
The House yesterday approved and sent 1o
the Sepate o MNavy reqoest  for
51,009,000,000 for developing adyvanced
bazes in the Pacific.

CoinShower; 500Won’t |
Come In Out of the Rain

WINDSOR, Ont., Mar, 29 (Reuter)
—Harry McLean, wealthy Canadian
whaose hobby is giviog away money,
opened his holel window today and
tossed out more than 54,000 in notes
and coins. %

About 500 persons joined 'in (he
Ypold  rush,  Mclean commended ;
“1 like to see peaple happy. This is
the way I spread joy among man-
Kind.™
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Special Sorvice Division ETOLISA,
Comienly passed by the US, Arsiy mmd Nary |
. wmhworipdiogl 20 stilNrgy per bpart phuy |
ET0 editfon. ‘Entored ar secosd clitts 1
pr 1S, 1943 af the pant affice, New |
o tder e Aot of Mar 3 TR, Al
I appegrine O ohs pribloarice ey Beer
| Written il edited by aniformed mesmbery-of the
Armry gl Naby execpl owhere  shired el
civilem: or ofher ke souree fo By guated.
| Hdinerial office —Tho Times. Pﬁn"nﬁi House Sq.,
| Leomdon, E.C.4 (Tel. Cen, 2000% Business and |
| circnlation afices—37 Upper Trook 51, Landos, |
W 1 (Tl ETOUSA 2133), # |
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Last Year's Daffynition, The Mason-
Dixon Line, - The boundary beeween “you
1‘1““ and “yousc guys,”

¥

| Thecrews ai o Liberator base were get-
tng a pep talk. Several speakers got i
and 1old them in o forcefu! monner *whal
they were fighting for and why, “We are
here to bombh and bomb,” =did one
leader, “in fact we live onlv for bombing, "
From the back of the room came o dis-
"'“‘“.i.“-q voige, “Mot me, sir, I'm not that

A Fateful Spring

The most fateful spring of the war |
i5 here . . . and it's the seasan i Which
Hitler once used to fecl himsell so fresh. | his pirl friend were Sitfing o n . park
It is possible that even in the fifth spritg | beach. The moon was bright and it was
of the war some Germans will face he | 5 syl night for romance. Suddenly the
future with a lighter heart. A YW gir] asked “Have you:kissed other girls
Muzis may even believe that some sort | = i e i B
of miracle may sive Germuny fram the e
complere defeat that has been  waiting | T =
to burst its bounds now that the dark- | :
ness:of winter is past.. But for Germany |
there is no real hope for victory and no |
ground for soch’ hope. As Churchill
Blontly pol it: “The pois of the Germun
army have already been torn out by the
Russinns.”  What remains to- be decided
is the date when Germany will adr_n!l
defeat  and  the condition in  which
Germany will find herself when that time
COmes,”

I every war n point s reached when | 55
il is certain that one side has lost and
when it = senseless Tor the losing side o

! e A0GIRE: ok s D
continue the struggle. This point was 2 5 :
reached in the last war in the summer | hefore?” The kewildered Gl hesitated

of 1918. The men who led Germany at | % minute, decided honesty was the best
that time drew the consequences in a | Policy, then blurled, “Why, yes: oy
few months, The same point was reached | To his happy surprise the girl relaxed
in yhis war in the late Fall of 1943, This | and sighed, “Good, go ahead then—I
time, because the lives of German leaders | just didn’t want vou evperimening on
are at stake, it will take longer (p com- | MC. . . -

te the toral defeat, | : L, ;i
p}cﬂm it i clear mow thar four events | G“""Thfﬂ;"? ina Pub.  An Englishman
in 1943 decided the outcome of the war. | tirmed (o his companion and exclaimed,
= S Time was when we could complain about

These were the destroction of  Jarge | ST Y : i ' 1|
sections of indusirial Germany by round- i :}r':_‘érl-"li"-"t_“d 'f'ffill-h*—‘f -nm*t'_. w‘;[[‘l *:Ilr: Yunks
the-clock ~aerial  Dbombardment: the | 1CRE, W have 10 defend ir!

i - I-boats in the Atlantic ;| 4 * il ¥ 5
:J;:It ;;:I:{E;”;’E‘"A%Ig“;:‘ﬂss 0 Sy | _ From Sgt, J. C. P. comes & delightful
and laly and the subsequent surrender | fiktle: sU0Cy about an ingenious young guy
) i e s of a postal unit who has masiered the art

3 . - o [Inan | ¥ . L
of the Italian flect ; the defeat of German [ - sleeping until the last minute and stifl

armmies on the castern front. ; f i 4 - and stil
Uinder Hitler's lepdershipe the Mizis | getting to the office on time. His secret :

can  be expecied to fight on till five | be 15 on good terms with the mess ser-
minutes past 12, which means unil | 8680l S0 he  securgs his  ration of
Germuny is engulfed in chaos and| #AWdered cogs as-is and brushes his teeth
destruction.. Germany did. not  admit | With it in the mornings—thereby getting
defear in the autumg of 1943, nor has | Preakfast mnd cleaning his teeth ut the
she admitted deleat during the past hard | *‘T“"“ time. (Bob Hope and Pepsodent,
winier. This has been celebrated as a | PISISE note.)

: e * # *
reat victory by the only men who have : i -
Ea;mu by it—namely, the Nazi leaders | , HoW To Make Friends and Influence

e : iveo | People (1) A GI belonging 1o an artil-
“J”,Fl t.’;“'; ;E.L'n”* ﬂiﬁﬁgf&d 12%;;"""‘:1-’::*::3 lery buifit had 10 have his tecth fixed,
Luad::}*s J’m %,E-.wi.ng the seeds of toait Ve dentist plopped him in a chair and

» Gevman defeat. The harvest will Tollow I|I
B pood. fime. ,

The Jitterbug |

! i s
This Week's Oldest Gag, A GI and

From the Alaskan fronter comes a |
repard that Turther brightens the prospecls
ol post-war aviation. Il is a report of
suocessiul operations of the versatile heli-
copler in skies less than 100 miles below |
the Arcic Circle. A |

On the basis’of recent tests the " Arnctic
Jifterbug,” as the plane has been named.
i% to be bsed for rescue work, for which it
1= gspecizlly suilable, since it can land in |
uny small clearing and can be fitted with
an ambulance litter attached to the for-
ward part of the Tuselage.

But of miore importance (o the man
wha wanis to fiv his-own plane after the
war is the easy handling and assembly of |
the “jitterbug.” A helicopter flown to |
Alaska in a transport plane was re-
assembled by 1wo sergeants who had
received six weeks' special ‘training: 1t
takes 25 hours ol insiriction 1o qu;ihfy
as a helicopter pilot, but it is predicted
thut improvements and foolproofing of
controls may cot that down,  Yes, it
Jooks ke the next progperity slogan will

was really giving him a workout with
the drill, The poing gol rougher and
rougher.  Finally, duringea. breathing
spell, the weary soldier gaped, “Say, sir,
what did vou do in civilian life®™

* T *

A Gl who had joust gotten migeed for a
sloppy uniform was overheard 1o remark,
“Yeah, they ought to call this place ihe
‘ETI"—European Theater of Inspections.””
J.Cow,
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Flash Gordon Flies to War

In a Versati

His Saucy ‘Lucies”
Are Shrouded in
Legend

By Earl Mazo
Slars amd Siripes Sialf Wrler

Edward' 5. (Flash) Gordon is to cubs
in the Army what Ace Bob Johnson is
o fighters and Jimmie Doolittle is (o
bombers.

There are Piper Cub pilots in Africa,
lialy' and Sicily who perhaps have seen
more combai than Gordon, but none can
match the legends that have grown up
around this 32-yvear-old artillery observa-
tion  flier who stopped counting  his
missions in Alrica and Sicily when they
passed the 100 mark,

Flash Gogdon, a major, is ehicl af the
aireraft section of an arfillety regiment.
Diespite over a year of operations in the
Mediterranean area, no one has yet figured
out his siatus since, officially, he is an
infantry officer doing Air Forces work
in an artillery outfit assigned to an
armored division. 3 y

Folks wha know the major siy his cuhs
tfirst, Little Locy, and now Lucy St
are as fabulous as he i, -

One officer recalled that shortly after
the'landing on Sicily Gordon forgot the
attacking Hermann Goering division and
everything else to go looking for his last
airplane.  When he found Little Lucy—
someons had put her behind a haystack—
ie was the happiest man in the world.

And although he won't ndmit it, com-
rades report he immediately took off and
strafed a German column with his 45-cal.
pistol, L

Later he was flving low  over some
American troops when a soldier jokingly
heaved @ rock, and Little Lucy had to be
grounded for repairs.

A pgraduate of VMI, Gordon left o
‘chemical engineering job with a paper
mill in 1940 to po on active duty as an
mfantry officer. He had flown some as a
civilian, so when the liaison pilot program
wias started he went to Fort Sill for train-
ing as an artillery observer.

The Lady Grew Up

Flash  Gordon's - combat  story,
naturally, s closely knit with that of
Little Lucy. Lucy began her career as o
pinin, ordinary American Piper Cub and
ended up as @n international siren, |

1t all started NWov, B, 1942, when the
Americans invaded Africa,

Little Lucy, first Cub ever to be
launched from an aircraft cacrier, left
the flight deck of the Ranger carly that
morning and arrived af an=airport near
Casablanca right behind three attacking
German  planes, .

Somehow she managed to land safely,
50 Lucy and Flash Gordon operated
around Cassblance for about o monih.
Mot until the day alter New Year's: 1943,
did the ship have her first sccident. While
taxiing down 2 feld she blew a tire and
lost & wheel.

Cub parts being almost unknown in
Africa, Gordon horrowed an old P3g
wheel and some rubber tubing 1o mend
Lucy's wounds,

That day Gordon invited a P40 pilo
to take a ride. They had a great time.
The fighter man made Lucy do like & pur-
swit, and Gordon showed his bag of
tricks,

As they circled to land, some {rigger

be “Two planes in every hangar.”

Information, Please B

A 7

In the past Army leaders heve been |
worried some because the average soldier |
had only asapoe idea of what the war
around him was all about and seldom |
knew how it was progressing. I

Then the Army decided to do some--
thing about it, and several monthd ago a

definite program of making our combart |
troops the best informed in the world |
was inaugurated and it i= taking good
effect now in many phases of our opera-
lions pyerseas.

Ernie Pyle, widely read war corres-
pondent, reporting from laly gives an
example as he @w it operating in the Air |
Forces. . At a bomber station which he
vigited pilots came down to the enlisted
men's mess hall everygevening and told
them what bad happeneéd on  missions
flown that day. One sguadran had flown
three missions on the day of Pyle's visit,
g0 thrée pilots were on hand, one lo
describe ench  mission.  They  brought
mups and told the soldiers exaotly what
they were (rving to bomb, how successful
they were, how muoch flal they ran into.
how many enemy fighters they saw, and
what road strafing they did on the way
home. They also iold the men why each
point was selecled for bombing and what
s destruction’ would mean in  futdre |
operations. . : |

The pilots made it informal and one of |
them, who had had a rather tough mis-
sion, wound up-by saying: Y[ othink |
esirned my pay today.” “The next one gof
up and said: “Well, I dide’t earn mine.”
His flight had been an easy nide with na |
opposition or flak. =

And the men who serviced those planes
and wheo, through their combined cFIﬂr]ﬁ,
had made each mission possible Jeff the
mess hall thal evening fully aware of the |

par they Were playing F'-J'I 'I-hj:-;' _]1.?11]1,
and morale in that squadion s high.

Steak ! French fried potatoes !

Hot muffing !
boney !  Lost all taste for it!  Gimme hash, bread, and axle grease butter.

I cant. eat tlmi sort o stufl

e Piper Cu

Maj. Edward 5. Gordon,
Ace of Cubs

fingered anti-gircraflimen who apparently
had stodied P40z, P35, Mel(9s and
JuBBs in aireraft identification  classes,
but nor Cubs, cut-loose at Lucy, and the
P40 pilot-possenger pot mad.  He kept
muttering, “Dammit, 1'm gonna be shot
down in & lousy Cub.”

Little Lucy landed unscathed, however,
and pilots of one outfit who =aw the
show made her an honorary member of
their squadron?

Little Lucy's next adventure came on
a special mission (o Sidi bel Abbes,
several _hundred miles from Casablanea,

In the middle of the Little Atlas
Mountains her motor conked out and
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L punning on . railroad
THE. jeep ﬂ:";mish Army  revealed
{racks, Wm“ @ quick change of wheels,
ycs:_urd#}’. 15 mintites, the jeep :_';"m rum
laking only about 42 miles

speed of e
uionhE .I]?ck?l.'?cl.:lli.'r' wheels are carricd in
an, BOUE:

do  mckets which do nol interfere
specia 3

! P T
with PRsSErE’ ave usiog jeeps, it was ex-
!Il:l:::.;l for line inspection. and_recon.
plained,

i ating and con-
i j ond operaling ant
o h}::l;il[:!url1ies. Unhindered by

sepuction © Ay A
hiigned: track; curves BL srEde
Eli}::gings:%‘]:e yehicle is standard in cyery

For a clamp on the [ront
thee wheels steaight and
the point of balunce

tespect, excepl
axle which holds
s turntable deviee al

ie pear box. - _ .
“nﬁ::t:!:ﬂr attack the jeep can be sent

(il ieians to ook for traces o_f
u:;;Lﬁﬂ:iéfttmﬁahshun or near the .|._|u,£_'|»h
'Ill Gan also tow a small trailer contiinmg
repairing r:r;u;}mcn:* =

sfous. pachyderms present  per-
mét;?:d‘ﬂ“::hlel::s fo everyone but Cpl,
Ed Mﬁler Los Angeles, 3 pumlrnupIer in
the ETD.’ A high-salaried cmplove in
{he Ringling Bros, Barnum and Bailey
Circus for eight years Miller has his joly
a5 7 skilled elephant trainer waiting for
him,

* * Nl

PFC Farl L. Hedrick, 2&, of Arista, W.
Va., risked his life to rescue a litile
British girl from a [luming apartment
house doring o recent Lopdon raid. On
pass from & Ninth AF Marauder station,
Hedrick suw incendiaries full and went to
the fire, Hearing the child’s cries, he
forced his way into the building, found
her cowering in o burning room, picked
her up and reached the sireel seconds
hefore the walls and  ceiling collapsed.
Hedrick is married, has no cli_iildl_r.'n. He
is assistant steward in ap officers’ mess,

—Motes from the

| Air Force

|

Gordon landed in o rocky cornfield. He
repaired the motor, then talked a bunch
of fierce-looking hillmen inte making a
small runway ol stones,

Lucy took off, but soon rdn out of

THE BI7 Idiot's Delight completed its

Jbth  mission  without once having
lurned back becavse of mechanical failure
when it returned from the last Berlin raid.
Idiot’s - Delight had the Paris airfeld

gas, Again Gordon landed. A railroad
gateman who lived in a shack neir by
provided enough fuel 1o partially fill the
Cub’s [2-pallon tank, and Lucy took off
again for Sidi bel Abbes,

The next day a “hot pilot” barrowed
the Cub for a special job and cracked
her up on landing.

That was when 5/Sgt. David Frost, a
Chicago ground crewman who had been
with the Eagle Squadron, took a likin
to Little Lucy and appoinied himself her
crew chiel,

Salvage Genius

Foster way like manna from heaven.
He knew the location of the nearest air-
craft junk pile, and from it he and
Gordon salvaged enough material to put
Little Lucy back on flying staius.

When next she taok (o the air she had
landing-gear paris from 5 crashed Mel0D
and o French bomber, instrument pancl
items from a P38, a P40, a P39 and
an abandoned halfirack ; tuhing from a
Frapch fighter was used to mend fuselape
holes, and parts from a cracked up peep
made her tail assembly.

S0 Lucy and Gordon went back to
work—currying supplies and peaple all
over Morih and West Alrica angd obsery-
ing whenever there was some observing
to do. |

After the Germans were defeated at
Bizerte ‘and Tunis, plans for the Sicilian |
invasion' got under way, and Lucy was
part of those plans,

Among other things, Gorden and
Foster tigged up some planks in an LST
boat, transforming it into an wircraft
carnier for Cubs.

Then came the Sicilian campaign.
Gordon and Little Lucy were in the thick
of things from the begmnning,

In the first few days of fighting Lucy

lost a landing gedr and suﬁ'cmd other
damage, but immediately she was repaired
with parts from ecaptured Italian and
Gierman fighter planes.
Sometimes the going got really rough,
especially when German or lwlian air.
craft _spotted Little Lucy Op these
occasions the pilot simply stuck her pose
down and got to the ground as fist as
b conld,

Picks Her Friends

“I hated to run like that,” Gordan said
after the first few experiences. “But Lucy
is n lady and | don't figwe she'd want
mich to do with those German and Tizlinn
Tellows,

After Palermo was captured, Little
Lucy was converted into a trans It, and
from spoiting and adjusting arti Icr_'," fire
she wenl to hauling everything * from
freighi®o pencrals, =

Sa Flash Gordon was
Luey Sr.

With over 600 operation; H
Africa and Sigily during'w]ﬁlchhﬁ::m Irn
formed every Army task within 1he mp-u .
toire of & Cub, the fiying inrr:n!r;.-nrﬁ‘
lovked back on his firse camhag -::xpc}?
ences a5 ' lob of fun in some Spols d
mighty wicked in others,” Ao

Since Flash is o madest
would rather talk abou his
(M.C.) hame than his war
are SOfLA-queer to be mak
his Friends point out 1l
the stories about Cuby ey
Giordon's are humorons, o
grim, and when the fighj
litile: Cub that  even Junior-pronn
corner flew a couple of YEOrs 4|é'1 hl.‘z- =il
:|} lx:{ille*'.i-agul! 10 COmpare in wmt]:c:.:!m
the Air Forces' best pursuirs il lmmbul,s

LIVEN o new Cuh,

fellow who
Rural Hyy
Exploits (*Cyihg
mg heroes iy,

. are
1R B Beivy jhe

& | The rest of the

at Le Bourgel as its first (arger last July 14.
Between that raid and the Iast trip to
Berlin, M/ Szt
year-old ground-crew chief, and his aides
have begn cited twice for their work,
One of the® commendations came from
Maj. Gen. Curtis E. LeMay, the other
[rom their group commander. Col.
Frederick W. Castle.

Sgt. Bingaman js from Breeding, Pa.
eground crew includes Sgrt.
Joseph J. Pilla, of Washington: * Sat.
Florencio De Peralia, of Berkeley, Cal. ;
Cpl: Vernon B, Creed, of Alexandria. La i
and Cpl. Ernes| G, Johnson, of Melrose,

Mass.
# #* *

Brig. Gen. Roberi Williams, com-
mander of a Fortress division, has Com-
mended the squadron headed by Lt Col.
Elzia Ledoux, of Evnice, La., for n ing
54 consecufive missions  over Enrope
without losing a plane. The squadron
set the mark in the period between
June 14, 1013, and Jan. 10, 1944,

B b

S."SGT. William B. Dismukes, intel-
ligence clerk at a Ninth Marauder
station, caleulates that in the last year in
the ETO hie has traveled more than 10,000
miles on his bicycle="enough 1o take
me to my home in Albuguerque (N, M.)
and back.™
In the traveling—most of it from his
base io the nearby home of his B¥tish
wife—ie has whitlled his fizure down to
200 pounds, dmppl‘n*g 46 pounds (ot £5.).

Forrest E. Flagler, first lieutenani
bombardier from El Reng, Okla., led
the formation of Fortresses which gave
Berlin its first 1.5: bombs, went back
two days later as lepder of 5 group
bombing more Reich capital targets, and
made a clean sweep in his job by de-
stroying three FW190s with his chin
turret.

['ﬁ ¢ £ :

an ol many ranks is 5/8#. Ray L.
Morris, of Hollywood, li"-.ﬂ._ “and
E}Iﬂggrr;lslhus, Chia. A ‘l.’l.-']m'tﬂ War | veteran
MOW 15 acting Hrst sergeant ap g
advanced depot aren station ngf\‘inijﬂ E::I“
vice Command. When war broke our in
lﬁlé] he wis a first licntenant,
ammissioned in 1940 after completine
an officers’ Iraifing course, Mm'ﬂ's n_-%
signed after Pearl Harbor ang re-enlisted
g:n:;ilt II!ESLFL_ICIO!' o give the Armiy 1he
el of his knowledge of a1 types of

Jdn World War [ he served in Fr
]'.wth 62md Field Artillery IIril_u?der.“mle-'
1;23 refused six discharges in this war

cause he wants (o he i on' the finish.

*

Lt Alvin F, Pyeatt, of Bakersfi
: . ersfield,
E“n-!:Er'“hn Wits the model for ““the ideal
o ICIIEI'I fighter pilot't oy recruiling
? ?:r:t n the States; s in England with
ang outfit,  Pyveatt hos destroyed

£

Wiy Germian plianes,

Warsaw Blackou
TI|11.:hl topless tawers
eir withered ‘eyeq
And flowerpd li o]
L 1l IEhs Gre bypne .
_Ich:.nm_th the steqliny 5kius.nm -OgHet
_p;:lt;lrcmcnts haldl & silence where the
Cathless fepq have {roq
nd Wirsaw o :

. ATUS HaPF veh v
ight 1ingagp) 1:}.]1alu‘r-lhkt-mw o a

of the town rezeal

I.!Ldl.'lt‘ Kelley Thompson,

Penrose Bingaman, 23
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Bulldozers Are' Smashing the

By Allan Morrison
Stars and Stripes Staff Whriter

EFORE the advent of the Avidtion

Engineers John Heary and Paul

Bunyan held ondisputed leadership
among history's stper-workmen, Recent
construction feats of 1.5, engincer units
working for the Afr Forces make the
deads of those win gianls of American
fotklore look small By comparison, In
the matter of building airdromes these
mien are chimpions in o decisive kind of
Wiy, E

When the last shot of World War 11 has
bezn fired and the capiaing and Ples have
deparied, the engineers will be among the
few TL8. troops of whom it will be said:
They chanpged the English landscape.

Somewhere in this airdrome-studded
island two Negro Engincer Aviation Batta-
ligns dre putting finai touches to-another
heavy bomber aivfield for use by the
Eighth Air Force Bomber Command,
They are the men who have by, their pro-
digious laboss helped to moke of Britain
an “unsimkable aircraft-carrier.”

It is no different from any other bomber
field in the UK ., being buili, as were the
ulll't:n. aoconding to specifications of the
Directorate. of Works, British  Air
Minisiry:  Hs uniqueness lies in the fact
thiat it was the first such airdrome started
and completed by Negro engineers,

Thete are aspects to the story of the
building ol this airfield that make it worth # -
telling. By and larpe, it represents the Photo by Sge. Earl Tibbs
nsuil expenditure of heavy, grinding toll, e :
Ready new for operntional use by
heavies, it {5 a sprawling monument to- the

toughness, skill and courage of the men Pl
bl ; Honour given by Edwird-the Conflessor

whio hur{! ] e ¥ anu.l_!_a:r deadly link in t’ur!:.m: E; tha }mmman peogle of the
I.Jllu chain  of _dc.:ar_uc_uon it 35 e e e Whillinm the Congqueror
L'SAAF h:{ﬁcu' in Britain, a symphony of ¢ 0 o hand in shitping the history of
labor lold in steel and stone. g the segion, granting the Borough Charier

From the air the 'drome looks like & yfjar he mighty eyents of 1066,
curious cryplic symbol, the bright white * go0 pearly 000 years the pastoral
lines of the runways sweeping oddly, s.enes of the district were undistarbed by
maiestically into one another. 1tis as iy march of history, Then one morning
Satvatore Dali, that high pricst of sut- 4 September, 1942, an Engineer

realism, had been commissioned 1o draw . :
a-giant paralielogram with angles bisected Baialih) oomnknied shygs May T Gy

and had done the job without respect for Hanburger, of Mew York, amived and
the rules:of geometry, in his best tradition.  started work  on 4  sandard  heavy
bombardment ficld based on Air Minisiry
Here is Superb Workmanship directives. There were new noises heard
The plunning of the whole thing atfikes pear the ancient Roman Road and
you starmly, when you stsod & e onbesd.of activicy,
~ATE (aia]. - 1 nd Tl 1 4
around yvou. Those v}lﬂit 1a'éanclms af con- _wr.‘en Erederick. Stpvens Had to “'.:Me
creie stretching sometimes farther away his Hitle farm and watch the bulldozers
than the eve can.see make you know that knock down his thatched cottage it was
anc individual is a puny part of this total plain to all the inhabitants that lasting
war. . There 14 precision and soperd changes in the contours of the section
workmanship-here. were taking place!

You Enow it when you watch the ¥ ey
enlisied draftsman poring over huge maps Mo 1 Runway had barcly been started

in the Engineering Section and making with part of the taxiways when M;llgnr

minute adjustments with slide rules and Hanburger's men moved to another job

other instruments of accurafe measure.  and were replaced by the battalion that
On the maps is chromicled the histor¥ has carried  the brumt of the building

of the project, ils p]}'_gﬁlﬁs and problems, Iaad

In the borough archives iz chronicled ! :

the history of the region—racy and rich.  What happened - in the months that
Before the drome was reduced from  followed might be called n riumph of

an abstzact idea to comcrete and steel enginecring: Tt was all work and a mile

g;ﬁgtﬂ?s‘-‘f“ %::1':: L‘-‘&Sﬁh t?;mﬁ:w:n nt?lﬁ wide. The job was long, tough, direy,

present airfield site was part of the discouraging, dull and exhausting.

Listing the Cold Facts

approaches o a castle.
Owver the same ground regently traversed i
by Spi. Aron Henderson's excavating These ar= the cold facts: 250,000
shovel a Saxon procession’ passed over American tons of concrete were laid in
1,008 years mgo, This was the funeral .5 pinch fayér over an nrea of 500,000
procession of a king'killed by the invad- square yards, or 38 square miles of con-
crete runway and. perimeter space—ithe
. _=guivalent of o main highwoy 40 miles
e s png. o Approximately 14 million bricks
it © were uwsed in the construction of boild-
meg, Tt hos taken oo dittle over 10,000
4 min-months to do all this

ing Danes. The lands became pu.i't of o
great Commans, incorparated in a Royal

In the beginning the equipment was

pitifully inadequate. 1t was before the
Allies had bested the U-Boafs and ship-
ments of engineering equipment  ear-
marked Tor the aviation engincer uwmils
did not arrive.  But the work went on.
For two months the work of sub-
grading or preparing the ground for con-
crete was done by hand, vsing ordinary
shovels and small cement mixers. Acoess
roads had to be hacked out to the 'drome
site and mountains of mud cleared away
in the process of putiing down the initinl
SLTIpS.

“When we  arrived,” Capt. E. A,
Hurder, M™ew York, & company com-
mander, recalled, *the Nissen huts we
found here were 9 inches under water,
We had first to scoop this out and make
the area livable while the work on the
runways went on, When we builf the
first concrete roads for running out sup-
plies to the work locations the men had
io contend with mud in some places 36
inches deep.” It was a prinding 24-hour
proposition.  The men - worked sheadily
in foul weather and fair.

Mew Machines Against Hitler

When the larpe paving machines
arrived about 16 per cent of the runways
serface had been done, and acres of
rough fields stll glowered at sweating
rough graders and tractor drivers.  The
men attacked the land with o systematc
ficrceness. They fought Hitler with D-7
bulldozers and picks, hepvy cranes and
13-wheel rollers:  ° :

Ax the ground was readied for cement
the form lavers went fo work while the
paving machines and finishers roared
releniiessly: behind them.

For a long time the engineers worked
20 hiours each day, in two 10-hour shifts.
By the flickering Dumes of cirbide lamps
cement was mixed and poured nightly,
It was often quite eerie. - The figures of
the ‘waorkers, covered with cement dust,
moved throwgh the night like snow men:
charged with a strong current that never
wenl off. A

One first sergeant described the *'eement

dockers” as the real unsung heroes of
the job. They worked atop platforms
piled high with thousands of bags of
cement, opening them up and dumping
them info trucks containing ballast for
the mixers, Constantly immersed in
clouds of white dust, wearing GI
respirators, the crews of cement dockers
never stopped. They couldn't, for the
lines.of trucks were always waiting there,
hungry,

During a revord run two groups of
dockers broke open and poured 6,000
bags of cement in 20 hours. That was
only ome of many records established
a1l departmenis of the work, The dockers
work wenl on min or no.  When it rained
sopgles could not be worn=us the cement
wounld harden on the gloss,

0Of lifeon the cement docks, one docker,
Cpl. William P. Locks, Washingion,
D.C., said: “Man, that was onc mad
place. You couldn't turn your head with-
out getting that stuff all over vou. It
swallowed vou up. It got into  your
system. That was sure one mad place.”

Cement dockers use a lot of vaseline.
They apply @ coat on their faces in the
morning before work,  The cement dust
seitles on the grease and alter work it
iz washed off, more’ vaseline put on, and
the rest wiped off. That's their formula
far clepning.

It's a Dusty Job

The dust got into the men's hair, noses,
mouths and clothes, When they got home
at night, or early in the morning, they
cleaned their [atigues by beating them
against Niszen huts. They were then
hung up for the pext day.

In May, 1943, another Engineer Avia-
tion Battilion joined the one at work,
and its commander, wiry, stern, Lt.-Col.
Houghton R. Hallock, of Berkeley, Cal.,
28 and West Point-trained, assumed com-
mand of the base. The tempo of con-
struction was quickened, and  between

Mav 15 and December | 63 per cent of @5

the airdrome was finished. s

This was an achicvement primarily by
the men themselves, There were indivi-

e R T s i e
i ¢

Enem

dual instances of heroism on the job and
of noteworthy production feats. k

Pyt. James O, Robinson, Los Angeles,
Cal., is a champion bull-dorer driver and
mixer operator, whose skill has ‘become
more <than a byword with his fellows.
He was senior member of a team of paving
mien that laid 2,000 feet of runway cement
in less than 20 hours, a record unequalled
in the ET0. His co-workers during that
hectic spell were T/4 Thomas Shaw,
Washington, DG, and T/4 Lee Cameron,
Raleigh, N.C.

Robinson's - accuracy with a  paving
michine is- wonderful (o sec, He can drop
a “batch” ol cement, which is 34 cubic
yurds of the stuff, within an inch of where
it % wanted. Those who iy think this
a simple stunt are invited to climb wp into
a paver and try it sometime,

Cement was laid lengthwise in 20-foot
strips. There were seven strips making
up a total runway width of 140 feet. Peak
production. was a “batch’” of concrete
laid every minute.

Going All the Way

Much of the concrete wis levelled by
hand, wsing long “floats.’” One ol the
cement finishers, Pvi. Raymond Frye,
Carthage, M.C,, worked the entire 6,000
feet of Mo, | Runway. He shyly says he
started at “the first beginning” and
smoothed out over a mile of viscid cement.,
When, with a grand flourish he patted the
last square vard of concrete on that run-

way, he looked back and found that he

could not see to the top of the strp
whence he fiad come, he vowed he would
never again look back on-that tremendous
pathway he had finished. He never has.

When Mo, 1 Runway was completed
the boys turped left and worked up the
perimeter track until they came [0 the
opening for Mo, 2. Inter-company cement-
laying contests featured the work during
this phase, In one of the battalion
newspapers appeared the guestion asked
by an EM: “We wonder how Hitler
would feel to know that Engineer
Aviation Companies are making a game
out af gefting another runway ready [or
our Fortresses to deal out death amd
destruction to the Mazi Reich?™

Mao. 2 Runway was finished while work
on the perimeter track or laxiways con-
tinved. Work, proceeded in a  hupe
curving, counter-clockwise direction until
Mo. 3 and all the taxiways had been put
down. Then ¢ame the task of budldin
the “hard standings’'—octagon-zha
concrete parking areas for aircrafl,

Tt was while the hard siandings were
being built that an important thing
happened.  An idea, shared in and pee-
fected by men and officers, produced o
pew method of pouring cement for hard-
stands that resulted in the saving of many
hundreds of man hours.  Probably the
most  wniqee single technical  advance
made in the course of the project, it was
first described in the engineers’ weekly
mimeopriphed nows sheet by 5/5pt.
Charles (?riﬁi.n, Dallis, Texas. one of
the enlisted men who contributed to it.

Briefly, the idea was to lay the forms
for the concrete of graduating lengths in
parallel series instead of the old awkward
and costly circular system.  This method
greatly reduced the Lime necessary to
operate the paving and finishing machines
and also narrowed the field of movement
al thess implements,

At the conclusion of his simple writien
description of the new 1'Il;{:thln|:l1 Griflin
added the sentence; *This is one way

{Continwed on poge Iv)

Cigar in mouth, an engineer rigger stradoies tne girder ot a T-< nangas, waiting for the big erane to holist more steel, (Centre) :—This was what the briefing room looked like in the early

stage of construction,

{Right} —Mapping out a section of the airdrome site, an engineer-surveyor peers through his transit,




«fari Screwballs

aZers i |
o -Erh_m the afficial title
= ith Air Force's depart-
£ % % Uer confis
.11;1.:4;1 Msanity sion  and
e firg :
" 1_:1 Snlerainment troupe to be
0?111 combal soldiers within a
1‘l Uberations to tour battle
Yhbed HL S5ky Blazers have hellza-
wh::r; hul.:n North Africa to England
same 1‘--&‘;-1:‘1; '€ now performing in the
. = Hashion that electrified royalty and
Qops and Zula Warriors,

Sh::‘:l_ﬁ‘-’fd}' 2 lroupe with an enviable
"Wmanship record and bizarre ex-
Periences from Tel-Aviy to Tunis, these
L showmen came with Maj. Gen.
Lewis H. Brereton's Ninth Air Force
10 parade their routines before Anglo-
encan audiences. Their zany pro-
ductions are currently being staged for
air and ground foree men training for
the coming invasion ; and frequently
sandwiching in charity appearances for
children’s hospitals and British war
orphans. '

This assortment of Yanks, having
brought beliy-laughs to bases on the
Western Desert during the British
Eighth Army's successful drive, lived
a one-yvear history nearly as fantastic
as the brand of entertainment they offer.

They pave command performances,
plaving rum-boogic and solid-jive for
King Farouk of Egypt and Crown
Prince Peter of Grecee: they staged
shiows in Roman amphitheaters and
from makeshift platforms in bombed
buildings : they trekked over mined
Toads to give impromptu shows after
harrowing two-day journeys: they'ye
stopped a show to hunt for enemy
parachutists, and on other pccasions
have dived into trenches when German

planes strafed. These are merely
tit-bits from their North African
odyssies,

Most important, theg served a great
need to desert fighting forces and air-
men resting between combats whose
daily living did not include entertain-
ment. For wherever troops of the
United MNations were based, no matter
how isolated the outpost, the Sky
Blazers reached them in spite of almost
insuperable difficulties of cHmate and
terrain. These troops included
armored  divisions, South African
units, anti-aircraft brigades, service re-
pair units, RAF squadrons, bomber
groups, and the like.

The saga of this all-soldier troupe
dates back to February of 1943 when
Lieutenant Colonel Leroy C. Hinch-,
cliffe of Cambridge, New York., who
was then a caplain, was unable to
obtain a special services company from
the States. As special service officer
of the Ninth Air Force in the Middle
East, he ‘realized that modern warfare
was composed of many elements, one
of which s morale: and “out in the
blue™ there was a desperate, immediate
need for entertainment. So Colonel
Hincheliffe—a former’ athletic  coach
with a knack for getting things done—

campaigned for a mobile entertain-
mient unit,
His suggestion of finding and

organizing talent from air force outfits
in the Middle East was indorsed by
the chief of staff, Brigadier General
Victor H. Strahm. But the idea of
having a road company, the Minth Air
Force’s edition of Broadway's Crazy
House, scemed more like a mirage than
a possibility to commanding officers in
the field. They knew that Africa was
a lot of geography; that the mobility
= of the desert campaign made the
screening of movies impracticable ; that
having civilian entertainers was impos-

By Cpl. Henry Arnstein

sible. They also knew the morale of
their men would be helped immeasur-
abiy if the idea would work. At an
airfield here and a supply depot there,
a soldier was released for assignment
with Colonel Hinchcliffe's special ser-
vices section. And so an amazingly
versatile group moulded their talents
o a two-hour, high-speed variety
show which was later to play in four
couniries before 250,000 allied soldiers,

The original members were Murray
Davidson, Jack Jacobson, Bill Aufort,
and Alston Townley, of New York
City; Harry Berney Nierenberg, of
Brooklyn; Vernon Deise and Jack
Kahn, of Baltimore: Bob Panichi, of
Philadelphia; Ralph  Schlain, of
Hollywood : Frank Smith, of Cleve-
land, Ohio; Bob Clements, of Pitts-
burgh, Pa.; Woodrow Perrin, of
Dallas, Texas; and Jack "Wolf, of
Chicago,

Before leaving Africa, Davidson and
Deise were transferred to  another
unit, and Warren Goodman, George
Doll, and Edward Underwood, of

“ Chicago, were added to the show.

They went to Alexandria, where
their antics won thunderous applause
from 5,000 first-nighters atiending the
grand Russian Ball. That started the
Sky Blazers—some professionals and
some amatenrs who weeks before werpe
mechanics and radio operators—on a
6,000-mile “touch-and-go™ circuit.

The Sky Blazers, after performing
in Pilestine and the Suez Canal Area,
refurned to Cairo, where they played
4 command performance for His
Majesty King Farouk of Egypt. The
pretentious affair was staged in a tent
of colossal dimensions, “It was the
biggest tent I ever saw,” said come-
dian Jacobson, a veteran of siock
companies and Manhattan night spots.
“I think they shot down three Nazi
bombers that were flying through it
the day before the show."

That evening they were supposed to
play a couple of numbers, after which
a balalaika band, all dolled up in silk
Russian uniforms, were supposed to
entertain the King and his guests. But
whenever their time came to play, the
sober-faced balalaikans kept standing
stifflv in their corner without stroking
a string. Finally the Sky Blazers'
tenor, Alston Townley, sugpested that
the balalaika combination play some-
thing. “We play only by command,”
their leader said. For the remainder
of the evening they did not receive a

command. Maybe" it was because
the royal family' found pleasure
aplenty in dancing to the Yankee ren-
dition of “5St. Louis Blues” and “Park
Town Strutters’ Ball” -

Jack Kahn, the spark plug of the
show, who is a former publicist for
Warner Brothers theaters in Pittsburgh
and ex-movie commentator on Smoky
City's KDKA, glows when recounting
what happened when ihe Sky Blazers
met Princess Pat of Greece. “We were
lined up waiting to meet her,” recalled
Kahn, *We were very mervous as we
didn’t, know what to say, or whether
we should curtsy or kiss her hand. We
had noticed that wvisiting dignitaries
were doing both. We were sweating
out the problem, when she solved it
very nicely. She just walked up 1o us,
gave us the familiar high-sign and said ;
“Hiya fellas, what's cooking?”

The places in which they presented
their riotous skits would read like a
Baedeker of the Mediterranean basin ;
these spots were the miestones in
Rommel's defeat apnd Montgomery's
victary in whose wake the “safariing”
Sky Blazers trajled : El Alamein. Barce,

Tobruk, Benghazi, Marble Arch,
Tripoli, Sfax, Sousse, Cape Bon.

By this time the traveling troupe had
undergone changes. But the brand of

revue—a hellzapoppin variety show—

remained the same. They now pos-
sessed @ circus-like bus,a truck with
trailer, & public address system, a porl-
able stape, and a moth-caten piano;
and upon starting out were given C-
rations and inoculations against every-
thing except financial loss, Owver the
larmac coastal roads they could cover
208 miles a day; across atrociously
difficult sand roads they have
done better vin camel, Once some
British officers gifted each Sky Blazer
with a captured lialian auto. The
bantam-sized caravan had a brief
journey—they drove around a dozen
djebels and a couple of wadis before
exhausting their petrol supply.

It was rather amazing to find a
motley combination of Gls producing
s0 muoch work after jourpeying night
and day with little rest. Yet these
talented men had a tremendous capa-
city for hard work and the strain of
desert travel. This was possible be-
cause they were so imbued with the
spirit of their job and so eager to do
it well that everything else seemed un-
important,.  Their cavortings and
ribald humor always received terrific
appreciation  despite  intenseness of
heat, sputtering sound systems, and
lack of facilities. Mothing seemed to
deter them—not even Ssiroccos and
khamsins.

Yery often the actors themselves did
not know how their own skits would
be presented. A comedy act might be
running according to script when sud-
denly someone would toss in an ad-lib
and the rehearsed pag would get a
double-play. Sometimes the come-
dian would start a novel routine with-
out reason and the “straight man”
would pick up the cue and clown the
gag himself. B

One of their more devastating ex-

periences was with an audience of a -

thousand Zulu warriors in a mammaoth
tent near the Nile' River. The Sky
Blazers beat out some of the swingest
tunes on their musical menw. The
Zulus responded with weird chanting
and violent hisses. Al first the troupe
was terrified. Later it was learned that
this was the warriors' highest kind of
applause. During the comedy acts
the Gls, unable to make the Zulus
understand any spaken word, merely
made [unny faces at them. The effect
was just as hilarious,

When the Sky Blazers folded up their
tents in Marth Africa to prepare ship-
mefnt to Great Britain, First Licotenant
Budd N, Bankson, Hollywood, Calif.,
entertainment officer with Minth Air
Force special service, was charged with
the task of supervising the productions.
A former radio seript writer, Lieutenant
Bankson scheduled shows for troops
during the voyape. Their stage was
a large hatch cover. The soldiers
flocked to see the acts, rushing to van-
lage points—seals on capstans, derricks
and beams—while others made up a
solid patch of khaki on the decks.

Licutenant Bankson and Kahn, piano
stylist,. recently wrote a song entitled
“Keep Mobile,” These words were
among the first orders issued by
General Brereton when he arrived in
England to remodel the Minth into a
strictly tactical air force, and since then
have become that organization’s motto,

Today in. England the Sky Blazers
are “murdering” Strauss wallzes and
Mozarl minuets., But at least they're
keeping the fighling spirit of the inva-
sion forces it top-flight level.

“Guest Stars” In Cairo,

H o + . Ve o y -1'-15 [
meri diers pitch in with the British to counteraet German 8ir raic
Emdg:-lagnsd"!n;i?; ?Ilﬂes today, as Americans at home have helped ool indirect
since the ficst days of the Battle of Britain.

SOLPIER  from Englewood,
A M.I.. recently met up with the

impact of the British War
Relief Society of America while he
was speeding along A narrow British
road. A dispatch rider in a hurry—
he was trying fo get past a convoy—
he collided with a truck near the
middle of the convoy, ended in a heap
by the side of the road, and woke up
to find himself being taken care of by
the last wvehicle in ‘the convoy, a
BWRS canteen donated by citizens of
Englewood, ™.J.

The BWRS canteen [rom Engle-
wood brought home to the Englewood
soldier a fact which some soldiers in
the . ETO may have forgotten—that
parents, relatives and friends back
Fome are still sending aid to Britain.

An item like the canteen represents
only & drop in the bucket of practical
sympathy  which American civilians
have poured out to help British
civilians overcome wartime losses and
suffering. That apparently bottomless
"bucket has  poured more than
528,000,000 in cash and supplies
through the BWRS during the past
five years—S5,000,000 during the past
year alone.

Parents, relatives and friends of
“American  soldiers are financially
responsible  for such civilian  relief
projects here as 1,000 mohile feeding
kitchens, 24 nurseries for bomb.
shocked and sick children, a fleet of
300 ambulances  and  medicaloaid
vehicles, distribution of 190 tons of
vegetuble seeds, rest homes for war
workers and B0 hostels for old peaple-
bombed out of their homes.

Bomber Base Canteens

American soldiers in Britain, as well
as British and  Allied lroops  here
have pained by other relief  benefits
which the folks back home helped to
makg possible.  Mohile canieens, a
Plastic surgery unit, ang air/sea rescye
rafts: are some of these benefits,
vaﬂ:ﬁ?r&s given below in mentionine

S projects, chosen at randoem
from BWRS files, show the ‘:«xppn;m:n:i13
Mate amount of money from the folks
back home which either established
each  project, maintaing it now
entirely, or partly Supporis it '

S_;KI}’ Church  Army
(3120,000), most of hen; C

and 4 Jar number of YMCA can-

assigned
French, Dutch, N
Iroops,

USSTAF men used to fav

12‘-.:{11‘““&% three-to-one over  Britjs)

Icd from thesp canteens, which begp . ;
MsIgnia of crosseqd British and A ik
can fags byt Workers Teport lhanET]:‘

coffee-ten demangd :
basis, 4nd is now on a 503,

or Amerj-

throughout Brija;
vice, AN on a U.figy, ser-

Some of {hege ambulances haye

-

picked up American fiiers after |
crash-landed on the way back fro
raid, and a detachment met repa
ted wounded and sick prisoners, |
American and British, when |
landed at a dock in Liverpool,

Alwiays in action during air r
loday, as it was during the height of
blit2  days, American Ambula
Great Britain, is staffed by Br
women drivers. Three of them F
been killed, and several others F
been wounded, in the line of d
During normal periods the ambula;
carry sick and injured people
hospilals,

A contribution ($212,000) 1o
RAF Benevolent Fund, which prov
air-sea rescue items, has helped An
can fliers. After crash-landing in
sea, some USSTAF men have
reason to be thankful for air-sea res
“houseboat rafls,” moored %5 io
miles off the British coast, where the:
found dry clothing, food, four bu
and a radio signaling sel inside 2 eal
. The Flying Food Squad (5388.0
15 composed of 18 convoys, each
which can carry enough food and wi
for 4000 people, and can serve 1.

to &

hick home have Ilellﬁ'ﬂdmﬁh

wver here through the B

o Folky
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U.S. Lends A Han

Civilians at home have sent more than $28,000,000
worth of cash and supplies in five years to relieve bomb-
harassed British by providing ambulances, hostels, etc.

hot meals in an hour
part of the 1,000
kitchehs presented by 1

scars from raids on English cities,
The outstanding plastic

ceived a grant for a new o
wing [(3161,500).

Labor Groups Help

Amgerican labor, in special projects

(3450,0000 last wear, provided rest
homes [or war workers and merchant
seamen, a5 well as other services far
wir workers: and members of the
Women's Land Army.

American workers in the furniture,
retail textile; leather and hides, and
hotel trades “adopted™ British workers
in' the same (rades during the early
diays of the war. The International
Ladies Garment Workers™ Union
finaneed a club in London for Allied
seamen. The American Firefighiers
Association raised more than $130,000
from its members and sent the funds lo

: e surgery children
cenlter in En_laln—which has restored Recently two London chi
faces of Allied and American fliers
disfigured from burns—has built a sur-
gical unit ($120,000), and last vear re- Dlinded and

peraling

By Richard Wilbur
Stars and Stripes Staff Writer

Ti_lc squad is AFL and ClO contributions. One of
mobile feeding the clubs ($30,000) was opened in

B 35 American Cardiff last Saturday.
cities.  Sotne of the kitchens bear battle

“America Lodge™ ($98.000) is one of
the homes established for the blind—
-as. well as old people.
ldren blinded
by a bomb explosion and a youngster
from a coastal town who had been
stryfed by German
machine-gons were brought here.

A new fund ($12,000) for dependents
of British airborne troops injured in
action has recently been established.

Air rajd shelters in a number of
London underground stations have
been made more habitable by American

contributions  through the BWRS,
which finances such additions as
medical aid posis, latrines' and

amplifiers supplving music to counter-
act “Shelter Apathy.” The shelter in
South Kensinglon station was the first
ta be equipped with a medical aid post
through the BWRS, shortly after eight
children had been born on the platforms
without any medical facilities.

Child "victims of war have been the

greatest concern of the BWRS. In its
24 nurseries made possible by American

described  this way by a nursery
allendant: X &

“They are all under five, bui they
Iook like little old men and women.
Their skin is yellow and wrinkled, They
have bags under their eves, and they
suffer continuously from hysteria and
nervous panic. The prevailingsymptoms
are conlimuous crying, complete lack
of interest in living, distaste for food,
and, in extreme cases, actual blindness.”

Americans have been asked fo con-
Jribute 1o the BWRS only in cases
where the needs for aid originated from
war action and where no Britrsh govern-
ment machinery or funds existed to
take cure of such needs, according 1o
the BWRS president, Clark H. Minor.
Some relief projects originally financed
by the BWRS have been taken over by
the British government.

This year, the BWRS has necded
only half the 55,000,000 budget allotted
Lo run ils activities by the Mational
War Fund at home, according  to

Bertram Cruger, chairman of the
London committee,

Bureau for ETO Soldiers

For ETO soldiers interested in BWRS
activities, the London committee is°

- :
The first parachute decent in England made by Garnerin in Grosvenor Square.

Pioneer‘Paratrooper’

By Philip Bucknell

generosity, the society has tried to help  establishing on Monday an information

bureau at its office, 51 Berkeley Sg.
The bureau will have a United Staies
map showing where BWRS committees
are located back home, and visits to see
any BWRS projects in action in Britain
will be arranged on request.

Reasons for continuing civilian aid
to Britain, despite lease-lend, were
given as follows by a former BWRS
president, Winthrop W. Aldrich:

- "The British government, occupied
with }hj:: war, cannot undertake to meet
the civiliah emergencies that arise daily
and even hourly, which our organiza-
lion is equipped to meet. And as for
lease-lend, thal is a war measure in-

tended to further the war activities of

the various nations; it 15 in no sense a
-measure for civilian relief.”

He described the gratitude of British

aid British fire fighters. build a healthy vounger generalion by
Two Merchant MNawvy Clubs for giving bomb-shocked children special
Allied scamen have been financed by care. Bomb shock in voungsters was

“Some of these people, meeting me,
“tried 1o express their thanks. But they
couldn’t find the necessary words.
Instead of speaking they broke down
and cried.

The people of Britain will not forget
that when so many of their homes were
reduced to mere piles of bricks, and
when their wives and children were
crippled and maimed and homb-
shocked, American help was forth-
coOming. J

“To receive assistance from a friend
when in need is to establish the true
yalue of friendship, To receive 1hul*
assistance over and over again is lo

experience a rebirth of faith not only
in friendship but in the ultimate ideal
.of the brotherhood of man.”
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Stars and Stripes Staff Writer

HOUGH he didnt wear those
T handsome high bools, the first

parachute jump in the ETO was
made by a Frenchman, Andre Jacques
Garnerin, in September. 1802, And it
wis no C47 from which he jumped ; it
was from a balloon that took olf from
Grosvenor Sguare, London. - And he
didn’t have a snug fitting harness; he
was standing in a.little wicker basket,

In fact, the only topical thing we
can think to say about the enterprising
Frenchman who makes these modern
troopers look like old siuff is that it
was his fifth jump, so, presumably, he
was gualified to wear his wings. To
be really historical; it must be recorded
that in 1306 an anonymous Chinaman
did a drop before the Chinese
Emperor, but, like the " Chinaman,
particulars of his equipment are buried
in. the past,

Garnerin's parachute was made of
white canvas, 23 feet in diameter, with
32 panels stiffened by ribs. Suspension
lines extended [rom the skirt to the
basket harness, and, running vertically
from the basket to the apex of the
canopy (there was no hole at the top)
wias a tlin tube through which a rope
connected the chute to a balloon which
carried the jumper and his gear alofl.

The rope can be likened to the static
line, except that the canopy was
already opened. When Garnerin
reached jumping  height  (reported
variously to be between four and eight
thousand feel) he cut the rope.
Ciarnerin deseribed the business with
something less than the wvigor of
modern paritroopers: I Iell my
courage confirmed by the certainty
that my combinations were just. |
then took oul my knife and with a
hand firm from a conscience void of
reproach, and which had never been
lifted against anvone buot in the field
of vietory, I eut the cord.”

The pioneer, with his canvas canopy
and jack-knife, recorded discomfiture
frdm  oscillation, but a smooth
landing.

There were many other attempts at

_ parachute jumping both before and
after that, but it was not until the
eighties that silk way first used by an
American, Captain T. 5. Baldwin, who
experimented in this country with i
non-rigid canopy, and the first success
in this field was in 1908 when the silk,
collapsible canopy was used, The
first jump from an airplane was made
bw a Capt. Berry, of 5t. Louis, Mo,
in 1912,

1t was about this time that parachute
jumping became miore  han  some-
thing for the circus and was lodked
upon @6 & potential Tife-saver, yet it
was not until 1917 that the
Giermans were reported issuing para-
¢hwtes 1o their airmen in combal,

It was not until 1921 that the U.S.
Army made it compulsory for all air-
men to carry parachutes, and it was
1925 before-the RAF made a similar
rule., It was the chute invented by
Leslie Irvin in 1918 that became the
model both countries used.

But already far-sceing men  were
seeing a wider future for parachutes.

In 1218 Gen. Billy Mitchell drew up
i plan for dropping troops by para-
chute behind the enemy lines, but, like
another of Billy Miichell’s [far-seeing
plans, il was shelved, ;

1t was in 1927 that paratroopers first
came into. being, when, in Russian
maneuvers in the vicinity of Voronezh
and Moscow; an officer and eight men
dropped from a plane and occupied the
opposition headguarters, In the follow-
ing year the Russians established their
first paratroop battalion.

The Russians by thisYime became en-
thused on the parachute idea, and an
organization for training jumpers was
set up in more than a thousand places.
Men, women and children a0k o
parachute jumping from towers and
airplanes. It became a family sport,
like softball. X

In 1935 the Russians used over
twelve hundred paratroopers in their
manenvers, and an airborne division
was used [or the transporiation of arlil-
lery and “other heavy equipment, and
ini the same year the Germans began
paratroop training.

But the democracies were nol very
impressed., F

In 1936 a British Militury Mission
attended the Russian maneuvers. [
was headed by the present Field Map-
shal Viscount Wavell, 1t was reparied
that Wavell was impressed, but pot
the War Office,

In Paris a young American maor
seconded for duty with the Frcnu[';
Army, heard his colleagues talking
about these Russian jumpers, and he
was impressed.  Bul when the presen
Maj. Gen. William “Big Bill® Carey
Lee returned to: Washinglon people
there were not very impressed,

But the Germans were impressed.

During the invasion of Austria ip
March, 1938, the Germans used para-
troops.

During the invasion of Poland the
Germans used paratroops, .

During the invasion of Norday they
used them—then, on May 10, 1949
with the invasion of' the ‘Lowlangs
10,000 German paratroopers landed jp
Holland, captured the Waalhaven air
field and other strong points and sabg.
feurs in civilian clothes were fll"Dpi:bud
all over Hollind and Belgium,

Then the democracies began 1o take

; urgt:nl: !ﬁtprcst. !
In Britain a parairoop traini :
. was started. In W“Sh?nmnn ﬁ:fhf::
(Continued on page jv) .
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"I was truly 1 most impressive scene,”
R_‘-'“'_ Rea  declared, “colored soldiers
smging Megro spiriluals in the panish
church. Their music s of spontancous
growth and marked by a sincerity almost
primitive, but no less essential because
of 15 toot in profound truths which
mighl well be re-soughi in an age whose
sophistication cannot free it From such
culbmitics as world war.™

One afternoon a Jone U8, bomber
circled the field, finally coming down on
the sunht hardness of Mo, 1 Runway.
It was the Fortress: “Marie”" forced
down by mechanical trouble, frst plane
W land on the Held. MNews of the
presence of the ship qoickly spread. Some
af the working engincers became silent
For-a while. Then therc was unprece-
dentesd excitement. To them' the coming
of the ficst hedvy bomber to the ‘drome
wans o major landmark.

Y gl felt pretiy sood,™ said Sgl.
Alfred 3, Malin, a cement worker [rom
Mew Ordeans, La- “kinda like lumps
in the throat. And d'va know why?
Becapse we had pul downiall that cement
just like thev sajd in the plans, We

Had torn up. trees: by the dozen and
cleared away houses [0 #ci down o ihe
building of the 'drome. We had l=d
well aver & million bricks in buildings
around the plade. The landing of that
bomber meant that all that work meant
something, We saw it happen. It made
us feel pretty damn happy.”

Srid Li. Henry Winn, Oakland, Cal.:
“These units have fulfilled their primacy
mission.  They were activated to build
an airdrome.  They built one ahead of
sehedule, These men are nol cOmMMOoN
laborers.  These men are, n the mam,
specinlists.  And they are definitely and

ormmonzaly oopan ol the Adr Fooce.

When, on Dedication Day, Brig. Gen.
C. B. Moore, Chiel Engineet, ‘505,

formakly turned over the field w0 Col,
A, C. Cutler, of 8th Bomber Com-
mamd, oneof the few women presenl was

Mrs., Swviney Brown, an ARC club
director from Pinsburgh, Pa. She has
come to know well many of the engincers

who come into her club, which is situated
thiree miles from the field. She watched
the two Battalions march through a thick
foo past the reviewing stand, where they
were [ormed to-hear glowing praise dis-
pensed.  Mps. Brown has added some-
{hing by way of a high tribute w0 the
engineers (hat goes to the heart of the
relationship between the, men and their
creation, -

“Those men simply don’t appreciate
the fmmenseness of the thing they have
done. Their modesty staggers me.”

And i is a very Iarge thing that these
aviation engineers hayve donc. You sense
it in the simmering runways and in the
view [rom the nearly fnished conirol
tower, That Tact echoes in the hoge T-2
hangars and o (he spacious bomb-
stormge Hieas.

They buili & homber base.
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was given the go-ahead, and at Forl
Benning, G, a few enthusiasts exper-
mented,. They weat to the Foreswy
Servive, which had For years been drop-
ping forest rangers colipped as fire-
fighters in danger arcas. They studied
films (aken by the Germans hnd by
Russians, and America’s airborie Weapan
was-born,

Britain  and _America’s  pamtroop
ofganizations were developing, but he
Germans' was o full fledged wing of iis
armv, German  patairoops and  glider
riders overwhelmed the British defenses
on Crete—the first time troops had been
transported by air over water—on May 20,
i9dl - But the allies were jearning.

On the night of Febh, 27, 1942, British
paratroopers with Polish units attached,
ook part ing Combined Operations raid
on U German tadar station at Bromeval,
near Le Havee. In Movember, Brinsh

and American trodpers seized illi.:‘.ﬂ
ahjectives: diuring  the Morth  African
landings.

[ ihe Sicilisn campaign it was-the para-
troopers who lead the way, distopted
epemy commurications and supply fHnes
and field the Germins while beaghheads
were made strang. And they luve been
|,_.-Ir].;'|.r[;_'r| in Traly,

There are 2 1ot of them over here in
ETO now. Don't et them: tell you
jlmping 15 8 new fhing.  Tell
i that Chiniman 600 years ago.
But, il they put ofl Shecon R ft ahous
the development of their service from
thase few entliisiasts four YEars ago with
nos L Sarvice equipment 1o their
Hie F::arr.:l_l:]”;I1 _they've 2oL @ right,
preseal SLreniEias 3 L
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Asking The Old Man

By Don Hewitt

He knew #i2'd have to ask him sooner

or liter. He had been putting it off for
over o week now, and todyy be had 1o get
It over with. i
- He and Ann had beenin lave since the
first day they met on the post, but he
wWasn t quite sure how to hpproach her
father. After all there’s o lov of differ-
cnce belween o sergeant and a major—
cven 10 the Air Force.

Ann had been down to camp to visit
her father. 1t was one of those béautiful
Autumn Sundavs.  She was wandering
armlessiy arodnd the different buildings.
Her dad was busy and she thought she’d
have a look around while she was wailing.

A soldier strotled by with his mother
and father. A little spotted terrier tagged
along after them. A soldier walked by
with his girl, oblivious of evervthing bt
ench other, A group of soldiers passed
her and  whistled,  She Inpghed  and
strolled on,  She threw a hasty alance
over her shoulder, but turned  aroond
guick when she saw they were also look-
ing back, She smiled and bent down and
straightenid the seams of her stockings,

That's when he came along. He had
just turned the corner when he crashed
into her.  “Sorry,” he said, as he pre-
pared 10 g0 on his way,  She looked ug
ond said softly, My fault, 1T 1 hadn’t
been 50 vain T wouldn't have been block-
g the: walk

Her hair 'blew in the breeze. She wasn'
the most beautiful girl he had ever scen
and e had scen plenty of coter figures,
also lots of neater legs, but just for the
mement. he couldn’t remember when.
“Mind if I siroll along with you?'" he
nsked her, ;

She looked at him for a second and
then said curtly, “MNope.”  He reached
:.‘ft'l'-l nand took the pass she was carrving,
“Ann O'Reilly.” he read adloud, They
talked about the army, and she asked him
il he Knew her father,

“Yes, of course,” he said, *“A won-
derful guy.  The bovs call  him ‘Pop,’
though, of course, not to his face, |
don't think he likes being reminded of
his age.”

Mo, he doesn’t,” Ann-said laughingly.
"He's pretty grull at times, and 1 know
he's awlully stubbom, but he figured he
had to be that way to do his job properly.
He was in the lagt war, you know, and
he just couldn't resist peiting into  this
ane.

Finally she had to leave to meel her
dad. *“*May 1 write to you,” he said.

“Yes,'" Ann o answered. Y1 think 1°d
rather like that.,'" They wrote almost
every day and then she came down agiin
at Christmas,  They went through ail
that business about war lime marriages.
It was the typical G1 romance complete
even 1o the talk with the chaplain.

All he had to do now was to convince
her ol man, and he wasn't guite sure
how Lo 2o wbout it. He poured through
mantals on military courtesy—there was
everything from what fork to use for
shrimp gocktail at formal banquels 1o how
to enter and leave an elevator in the
presence of superior officers, but nothing
on how to approach o Tuiure father-in-
law.

“Pop’ was a pretty tough old boy, a
bullheaded Trishman, Maybe he wouldn't
approve. Maybe “Pop” didn't like him,
1f it weren't for the great difference in
their rank he would have felt easier about
bringing up the subject, but this situation
had him on the spot.  Anyway they'd
be leaving soon for oversens and: e had
to get it over with. “Well it's now or
never,” he said to himself.

He looked over at a private who was
typing away in the corner of the room.
“gend Sergennt O°Reilly in,™ he snid (o
the soldier:

“Yps, gir, Major. Right away”

Apologies to J. W. R.

When the frost is on the pyram’dle and the GI's in his sack,
Tis then; as sure as shootin®, you'll start to thinkin® back
| Of 1he warmth "'n convenience of the good ol’ thermoestat

| And (he smell of epes and bacon u fryin® in the fat, - |

| "Twasn't guite so hard to rize-'n-ghine, at wifie's cheery call, |
| Bul now ¥ou'te tadely wakened by the sergeant’s blaring bawl, |

1 "Tant no good a wishin®, ‘cause that won't change the scheme ll
[ But, whe can blame 4 soldier for wantin® just 10 dream—
| OFf n warm n cozy bathroom and plenty of water, hot— |

O eggs that’s white "n- yellow and ham that's nice "n lean |

| And lots of light Lo shave by, which now we just aint got ; |

And milk that’s whole and undisturbed, but you know what I mean.

| Thougzh there's lots of gripes "n bitchin®, 'plaints both great 'n smuall,
There's nor one worthy soldier who'd trade his present stall

l Till Hitler’s gone and "Hito too, and-when again we're free

| Our dreams may all come true again, "nd at wifie's reveille
We'll then make up for-all lost time, "nd catch up on our kissin®;

| For Gls have come té know right well, afl that we've been missin’.

Cpl. J. C. Rupe.

|High|ightsof:Armyfa’_lm

MERICAM armament is in use on all
the world's battlefronis  because
Lend-Lease mikes itz distribation

possible, A Luftwaffe bomber may be
blasted from the sky by an American gun
manned by a Russinn gunner. The whole
Allied cause—the American cause—is just
as well served us if the gunner were an
American,  When  Australians  uwsing
American tanks knock ount g Japanese
strongpoint, the resalt cannot be reckoned
in dollars, The true measure of Lend-
Lease aid i in the extra striking power
iL gives to America’s Allies,

The current isste of Army Talks, under
the title of Lend-Lease, Weapon For Vic-
tory, presents the piciure, from s '|.1I:_L'!111;
ning, of American aid to the other Allies,
and of the reciprocil aid they have ex-
tended to the United States.  The article
is an excerpl from the bL‘IDb". CI_IT the same
namwe by Edward P Stettinius, . former
Lend-Lease Administrator who 15 now
Undersecretary of State.

Of the events leading up to the !__rr_u'l-
Lease program, Mr, Stettinms says? Like
the peaple of Britain and France, Ameri-
cans huted the idea of war so profoundly
that it was o slow, difficult process o
wake up to the facts. Mot until late in
the spring of 1940, when Britain was left
alone in mortal danger and the control of
the, Atlantic was in the balance, did we
Americans finally make up our minds Lo
prepare ourselves agninst attack.”

In December of that year. President
Roosevelt proposed o the nation that we
defend our 'own home by helping other
countries to defend theirs, Financial
setilement could wait ‘ontil the danger
had passed. This proposal was the essenoe
of what was to become “I_,cnd-Ltn?e.”_

Explaining why the United States did
not make ontright loans of money to the
Allied nations so that they could continue
to purchase American war materials on
a  “cash-and-carry” basis, the 'author
writes: “The United States had  dis-
covered after the last war how unwork-
ahble loans were when the war-debt prob-
lem “brought econemic dislocation and
dizastrous . misunderstandings.  between
Allies who shoold have been standing to-
mether to keep the world at peace.
fixed money debt would create the same
difficulties all over again.”

In putting Lend-Lease formally into
effect in &darch, 1941, the President de-

clared that the defenze of the United
States, and not dollars, was henceforth
to determine where our weapons were o
mo,  He =aid: "We must be the great
arsenal of democracy.”

The first directive under the new Lend-
Lease Act declared the defense of Great
Britain vital w0 the delense of the United
States. The first great use of Lend-Lease
was (o provide food dn vast guantitics
for the British in 1941 at the critical time
when Hitler was atlempting to starve
them inlo surrender by submarine war-
fare. These shipments tided Britain aver
tlse crisis, enabling her to continue the
fight until more active help in the form
of men and mugtions could be sent.

When the Mazis- attacked the Soviet
Union it was necessary for the United
Sintes 1o greatly expand Lend-Lease plan-
ning, according to Mr, Stettinivs. Serious
problems involving good will and mutoal
undersianding, as well as actual prodoc-
tion and prior commitments to- Britain
and China; had to be worked out before

lirge-scale ‘aid o ihe Soviet became a
reality. z
Speaking of the progress made in
.ﬁn‘lm'f{.‘:ﬂ]’l-ﬁﬂ\"iﬂ relations, the author
says: “Both of us have come a long Wiy
it a very short time, We haye both seen
how closely our national inleresis ars
linked togethet. . . . The longer we work
together, the better we understand cach
ather,™ -

Reverse Lend-Lease, whereby the nations
receiving aid from America could recipro-
cite by supplying United States industry
at home and American Lroops OVEESEas
with vital materials and necessitics, was
formally set up in Febroary of 1942, The
over-ull policy as agreed npon with Great
Britain stnted: “The United Kingdom will
continue [0 contribute to the defense of
the United Srates of America and the
strengthening  thereof and  will provide
such articles, services, facilities or infor-
mation as it may be in a position 1o
supply.” s

Reverse Lend-Lease grew with equal
rapidity as American forces in the ETO
were increased, the Army Talks article
points oo, s extent may have been
under-estimated by Americans who over-
looked the [act that, whild guns, plancs,
ranks and warships are the striking power,
they are still only a part of the business
of war. Reverse Lend-Lease covers a
multiiude of items in the ETO, ranging
from P supplies to bombs and torpedo
tubes,

*“We are receiving Reverse Lend-Lease
in muany other parts of the world—in Aus-
tralin, New Zealand, India, the Fijis and
ather Pacific islands,: Africa, the Middle
East mnd clsewhere, We have sipned
special Reciprocal Aid Agreemenis with
Australin, the Fighting French and later
the French Committee of Mational Libera-
tion in Morth Afeica, with MNew Zealand,
Belgfum and the Netherlands, as well as
with ithe United Kingdom. Other agree-
ments are being negotiated as mare of
our troops are sent o other parts of the
world, Even Russia and China, whiah have
stiffercd  tremendous  losses: fighting on
their own soil, have given us war supplics
and services."’

The United States has put into Lend-
Lease about 12 cents oot of every dollar
that we have spent to fight this war, twe
Stettinius book reveals. By the middle
of 1943, the total cost of our Lend-Leasc
aid amounted to 512,900,000,000, a fizure
that has since been poing up at the rate
of a little more than a billion dollars a
month. But dollars give only a hint of
the real meaning of our aid to ocur Allics,
the author states. He says: “We are not
winningz. the Wwar with dollars. The wvic-
tories of the United Mations are won by
fichtine men uwsing planes, tanks, ships
and guns.” i

The followine are gueslions typical of
those to which answers may be found
in the current jssie of Army Tulks:

Q—Why is it short-sighted to argue
aboot who is benefiting most from Lend-
Lease? :

A—Beciuse no one profits more or less
than anyone else by Lend-Lease. It is
merely an instrement for the defeat of the
common enemics—the Axis powers.

Q—wWill (Lend-Lease be a [actor
post-war international cooperation?

A—Undoubtedly the agencies of Lend-
Lease will be mamtained after the war,
providing an organizztion through which
international business can be promoted
and economic problems mitigated.

in
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Lt. Dave Breger
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5 Louis ETﬂ-B-‘;d?
. Bomber Isn’t Saying

I“MI._:?__ 1:-10Ru.. Mar. 29—Reporied
e e soures hore to hae
| e ~FQ on his . overseas itinerary, -
S4Bt Joe Louis, wover his beat fight-
j"g weight nt 225, ralled into towh
ind pave one of the shortest inter-

Hrﬂ]—. 29— The § S Views on recard.

wWihs Parnte % i o x H . ;i .

Catcher ]I;zzi:;""‘i COMpany iy lv{l;é\""‘ T ]'IL Parvied a score of questions
'. ik Perrell today e eRoran || owig L [y T o T o | e

:}1 11;- Washingian Qt.!t'l"l.:'_'i'r"\ sending him anviling .ml_; =1 .m_u!lnng ;h‘“
|3 oy * ke L rop— ~ Ly *| ¥
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whale
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L their pame
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85 8 straight ee Gene Moore
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Pposed 1o ’bc Ferrel] f:ar
i ocatcher, by n
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&
- CLE, Ind., Nar, 29 -

Hdey P Pimic foday , o
:‘!:pl}ri o Anniston, 1?.: 1ﬂif:'::r m;_lle[ed b
o0 examination, (1‘-‘Br1ien’s '::e;'.:ﬁﬂ?é

WILMINGTOM '[.‘H_-In..* Mar.

of a success gg the

s mates :
riwmphed, 3—2 =
L] TTLE ROCK, Ark., Mar. 29— The
Chicago Cubs today lost the services of
Lon Warneke, veteran right-handesd
pitcher, who sailed through his Army
physical with Aying colors here. Warneke
anticipates “E carly =a:ntl to active service.
£

cr. Moore

X : 29—
Ted Cieslak’s debit in
Phillies - uniform  was a
freshman
One man on for
! ; against the
But Cieslak didn't el much
the Regulars

: Ron}her did sav he likes Army chow,
1 || B0 Interesting revelation, to say the

deal was || least.

Angelo | I_____

! DOTe was
1liang decided o l'li: ;

MHawks, Canucks
‘Near Ice Finals

Both Sextets Need Victory

Apiece to Gain Berths
In Last Round

TORONTO, Mar. 29—The Nafional
H;‘K!kt"?‘ Leazue champion  Maontreal
Canadiens assumed 4 commanding 3—I1
lead over the Toronto Maple Leafs in
their best-of-seven Stanley Cup playof

_Smufey Cup P!{tj:oﬁs
First Bracket

(Hest four sut ol seven)

Toroniy 3. Montreal |
Maontreal 5, Taronts |
Montreal 2. Toronto 1
Monireal 4, Toronto |

Second Bracket

(Besi fober oat of scven)

c le:u.uu 3, Dweiroir 1

ALRDO 1l Mar 9. _The. wwetld Jewraql 40 Chicago 1

i Iesiagi Tt T Chicago 2, Dearoit 0

champion 51, Louis Cardinals suffered a r;'mff:; 7L D..-L::T.;i':l 1

serious loss today when Max Lanier | — v E .
talented wem S2r08% here last night, drubbing the Leals,

Tast

AsEignment . wh
Leapuers play their first
against
White Sox.

pilcher who played

southpaw g s

an important role in
Year's pennant
surge, came down
with an ° oacute
appendicitis.  attack
and was rushed 1o
the: hospital for an
CTNETZENCY QpETiL-
ton, He'll be lost
o the Cards for al
least a month of the
Mational League
sgamon.,  And that
wasn't all the woe
confronting  Mana-
eer Rilly Southworth roday.
Hopp. hard-hitting first baseman, was )
caffed by his draft board to ke his pre-
fdcrion ex::m.

|WidEx asmier

e #
LAKEWOOD, N.J., Mar. 29—The '|
Mew York Gianis had a three-hour work-
oul here yesterday, with Ace Adams,
Bill Voiselle, Frank Seward and Ken
Brondell pitching to the hitters.

£ k3 B

Muar. 29—Ed

SEYMOUR,  Ind.,

Hunyzewski, Hank Wyse and Bill Fleming | City sextet,.7—}, here last night before.

| 17,000 hometowsn I:!:}LJ‘I[E]I'!-E_ . b ¢
| The Wings were helpless agminsl e wierary, looped o swing shot as the gun
| speedy Chicago line ol Doug Bentley, | oy off, reducing Dartmouth’s. lead to

were cxpected o

draw  Cub p':'u_-hln%
today

when the  MNationa
SPring .
city rivals; the Chicago

their i
Yesterday's game hetween

the Cubs and Cincinnati Reds was can-

celled becavse of wet grounds.
:

arm failed two years ago. would take the |

The Sox

nnounced Lefty Thomton Lee, whose

mound against their Windy City foes, and

Hal Trosky,

first sacker sequired from

Clavalund after 8 year of fnactivity, also
il he in the lineup,
will be = %

AFAYETTE, Ind, Mar. 28—
M:};i?lfg;- Lou Boudreau today Expl'e."i!_}ﬁl‘!
catisfaction wilh his probable pit‘i_:hlng
sa, Boudrett, X1 Sméon, Mol Harder
=& T ettty s x
:'LTﬁmﬁm:;;i;. “Allie Reynolds and Ed

Klicman.

» Wanted
HEIAII::JD GIVEN

.!o.':nn.!r',.J morrow pieht’s mme 1_13:! retprn here for

ame !

4—I1, for their third
after losing the opener.

straight  success

twa-goal outburst in the second period
and clinched it with two more in the third
stanza. Jesry Heffernan siarted the scor-
g at 15355 of the second, and Joe
Balke shoved across another coumier
zhortly therealter, aided by Phil Watson
and Murphy Chamberlain.
Chamberlain  regisiered  both  thind
period poals for the Canucks, one at 12157
and the other at [9:48. I
netted the Leafs' consolation marker in |
the last perfod,
| The eams move to Maontreal for to-

syturday’s contest, if the Canadiens don't
end the scries tomearrow,

Bentley Sparks - |

Hawks” 7—1 Triumph

CHICAGO, Mar. 29—The fourth |
place Chicagn Black Hawks widened |
their margin in games to 3—1 over the |
runner-up Detroit Red Wings in their |

Sianley Cup series, clubbmg the Momrl

| Billy Mosienko and Clint Smith. Bentley
| scored three goals and was credited with |
| three assists: Smith tallied twice and
Maosienko once, and each earned an assist.

Bentlgy, Smith and Mosienko each
rammed home & shot in the first period,
while Carl Liscombe turned in the Wings'
lone tally in the same session. Smith
seared once and Bentley scored unassisied
twice in the second frame, then Fido
Purpur ended scoring with the final Hawk
goal in the third period.

Fred Corcoran Planning

Second Overseas Jaunt

KNOXYILLE, Tenn., Mar. 29—Fred
| Carcoran, who recently foured Fifth
| Army fronts in Ttaly with Lefty Gomez
{ and Jack Sharkey, said yesterday he would
organize another pattleground sports (our

The Canadiens jumped ahead with a |

Indians, 42-40,
InOvertimeTilt

Herb Wilkinson’s Score
In Last Seconds
Decides

NEW YORK, Mar. 29—Urtah’s “blitz
kids™ last night completed one of the
mMosr amazing -cycles in basketball his-
tory, rudely joliing powerful Dartmouth,
4240, in overtime 1o capture the NCAA

same court where the Utes fell from the
first round of the Invitational tourney
two weeks ago.

the country, the youthful Utes amazed
15.000 riotous fans by wictimizing  the
Indians, who had been  established as
prohibitive  favorites by courtside
gamblers. It was truly a Cinderelln
climax 1o a-hectic hardwood season,
_After bowing Lo Kentucky in the In-
vilational whirl, Utah husried 1o Kansas
Citv 10 substitute in the western NCAA
plavoffs  for  Arkansas  and  walize
| through with wins over Missouri = and
lowa Siate to qualify for a shot at Darl-
mouth, MNow the Utes will match baskets
with 5t. John's of Brooklyn, Invitational
champ two years running, for the mythical
national collegiate crown in the Garden
omorrow night.
: Fight Way Back

Odds meant pothing 1o the kids from
Litah last night as they fought their way
hack from an 18—17 half-lime deficit 1
lead most of the way through the final
perind. - The Indians knotted the count |
in the last ien seconds 1o force the 'contest |
into overtime, and everybody in the
| house thought that was the finish of Utah |
—that 15, everybody but the plucky capers
| from the west,

As  the extra session started, Wally
Mercer, substituie  Dartmouth  guard,
dropped in a free throw after being fouled
| by Wat Misaka, Arnie Ferrin then dunked
{a pair of charity conversions and the
| Uies led, 38—37, only 1o have Aud
| Brindley sink u free toss to again tie the |

Ted Kennedy | S097€

Ferrin came cight back to net two free
throws with only & minute to go, but
Brindley hit the hoop from the field o

i ’l-,ru"" I 1{:1-“[_5'-.{55%&511”1‘]'11: Bl down
and Herb Wilkinson tossed up a push
shol [rom the foul line that hit its mark

for the title-winning basket.

Battle Al the Way
The game was a ding-dong battle all
the way. Sheffield opened scoring for the
Ltes with a tip-in, bui Harry Leggat re-
talinted with a louping one-hander to
knot the count at 2—2, and that's the way
the entire first half went. With two
minuies Lo go, 11_:3531 and Blrmrﬂ;ﬁ:j con-
necied for the Indians to give them an
m—iﬁ edge, but Ferrin, hero of the Utzh

|&=17 ap the intermission.

The Utes opened the final period with |
| & burst of speed, Ferrin scoring two rapid
| baskets and @ free throw. Ficld goals by
| Brindley and Joe Vancisin chopped Utah's
margin to 23—22, and the westerners
clung to their precarious one-point lead
until midway through the hall, when Van-
| cisin it again 10 bring the lodians even
at 26—26:

Ferrin and Bab Gale of the Indians ex-
changed baskets to keep the seore tied,
tieen littde Misgka and Wilkinson tallied
from the court to give the Utes a four-
point  advantage.  Dick McGuire and
Misaka concelled baskets, - after which
Ltah refused three straight fowis in an
effort to freeze the ball,

Lepgat's sole dash o score for the
Indians was nullified when Ferrin threw
in an impossible one-hander from  the
corner Lo mainidin the Utes' Tour-point

Utes 0‘v"«-_‘:r\(:f«)mat;’:1

cage litle at Madison Square Garden, the |

Pombano Sto

Utah Takes NCAA Cage Title

NCAA Champs

i )

e ]
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One of the few allcivilian powers in |y o,

i Pvi. Frank. Brescowicz,

Yank Ringmen
Clip Canadians;
Molina Beaten

HerbWilliamsScoresKayo
In Second; Johnson,
Persley Get TKOs

_An all-star American coterie of glovers,
fincluding  several  Rainbow  Corner
favorites, fayed plenty of punishin
leather last night 1o defeat the Roya
Canadian Ack-Acks, 8—3, in their 1d-
o bout team maich at the Cesino, Tag's

| Island, Hampton Court.

| The Canadians, who were seeking retri-
bution for a recent 4—2 setback at the
Corner, didn't have enough wedpons (o
thump the Gls during the long slugles,
bul they accomplished one feat Americans
have failed to do all season—deleat Sgt.
Primitivo  Moling, Concord, Cal,, L18-
pounder.,

Gunner Jack Billings, Canadian 115-
| pounder from QOntario, refused to be
| mwed by Maolina's impressive, untarnished
i slate and rapped out o unanimous decision
over the ETO  bantamweight  king,

4 | Molina's crouching and sharp-punching

failed te mystily Billings, who siright=
ened the Mexican several times and piled
up o wide point margin,

Maolina started pitching leather early,
but couldn’t catch his foe and  missed
more aften than he connected, doing the

wis meted ‘out during the third hea, al-
though Moling attempted o erase  his
point deficit with wild havmakers that
sailed harmlessly over Billings” bobhbing
head.
Take Early Lead

The Gls grabbed the first 1wo bows
1 assume a commanding lead as iwo
fighters  from 1/5pt, Loamar Mobley's
Ustuble of Megro Engineers  outpunched
¢ their Canadian faes. In the opener, Plc
Lawrence Dobbins, Cleveland = 155-
paunder, outpointed Gunner  Harry
Baltin, 15%-pounder from  Montreal, and
Pvi. Semmy Johnson, of Jacksonwville,
Fla,, 147, followed by stopping Gunner
ClT Guppy, Ontario 156-pounder, via

! the TRO route at 1:42 of the second.

The Americans clinched their win when
Trenton, NI,

L 158-pounder, and Pvt, Willam  Wright,

fop™"io Wottom, ichides Bob ~Léws,
Arnold Ferrin, Herb  Wilkinson, Fred
Sheffield: and Bill Ka_.-_ch_:;_ic. |

ps
ParlottoinFirst

A SOUTHWEST TOWMN, Mar. 19—
Two kayos and five TR.Os highlighted the
quarter finals of an Adrborne unil ring
tourney held here last night. .

In the outstanding scrap on the card,
the Screaming Engles’ Ralph Pombano,
|51-pound Brooklynite, alter carefully
measuring Pvi. Geno  Parlotto, 151
pounder from Palmer, Mich., caught him
with a sledge hammer right that droppod
Parlotio at 1:43 of the first. ~

The other kayo saw Skytrainer Pyl
Horace ¥ick, of Ft. Sumner, MM, 137,
floor Cpl. Carl Anderson, of St. Paul,
Minn., 146, in the opening sManEa and
drop him for the counl with 2 straight
right to the head at 1:38 of the second.

Andy  Sfrisi, 172-pound P]nlndclghm
private who recently decisioned ETO
titlist Pvi. Vince Kozak, used ‘a terrific
barrage of solid lefts and rights to the
mid-section and head that pave him a
TKO over Cpl. Arthur Schanell, of Oco-
nomogoes, Wis., in the second.

In other bouts:

v, Freddy  Hermann, Elizabeth, s L E L
TEOd Py George Montilo, Qaincy, Mass.. 130,
i 1350 of the ahird.

pyr. Hewert Tippens, Bronswick, Ga., 141,
THEOd Pyl l;muk Pedro, C!t-.-ﬂunﬁ. 141, in [:38

e socond, - :
L-I{P'E-l.u Warvin VanBushkirk, Seanle, Wash,, |21,
THGd v, Joscph Mittal, Bloomingion, 1L,
§dl, n 1555 of the sccoml.

pyvi. Ermic Drerho, Seuth Tend, Ao 185, out-
poimied Pyr. Frank Gunning, Roson, 55

Py, Ray Ludwig, Pittsburgh, 134 cuipsnted
ror.  Lewis Mariinez, Los Anpoles Cal., J.M_.

Sgr. Bob Presnnisi, Lorain, Ohlo, 136, owtosinted
Pl Adicn Anderson, Buckhannoen, W W, 190

Pyt Mike Masiandrea.  Brookiyn, 137, oul-

inied Py, George Dickson, South  Passading,

| S T 1e
Burri, W t LOWE 2R, s
'Duslﬁ:. :‘Iﬁmﬂnmmi{nﬂ:;::’ n;gchr Ford, Col.
c'pl. Leo Pichler, 5t Morss, Pa., 164, autpoaicd
Pvt. Hobert Come, Bosion, 166

Pyl John Marsh, Cedar Ha pids, Tn,, 16°, oot
nnﬂ:rrd ]1:'.-:. Harry MeClead, Margrotown, W, Va.

145-pounder from  Youngsiown, Ohio,
dppontad i the sizhth and ninth bouts.

Brescowicz  decisioned  Sgl. - MNorm
Dawson, of Vancouver, 159, while Wright
was-n close victor over Cpl. Gordon
Woodhouse, 146-pounder, also from Van-
COUVER,

Short, Work

Pvi. Arthur Perstey, 142-pound MNew
York whirlwind, made short work of
Gunner  Ray McGourty, [47-pounder
from Toronto, maining o TEO over the
Maple Leafer in 35 seconds of the open-
ing stanza.

Art came out fast and had MeGourty
on the canvas for the eight count shorily
after the bell with @ right 1o the head.
A bricf Qurey of infighting followed and
they went back to slugging when Persley
again floored MoGourty for 2 nine count
with his lethal right. Five seconds after
Ray arose the Referee stapped the bout,

Fiery litile Herbie Williams, MNew
Orleans Megro lightweight made the count
7—3 when he kayoed Pyl George Hrass;
of Saskatchewan, 134, in 1:21 qf_ the
second.  After looking him over in the
early part of the first, Herbic drove Brass
into the ropes twice just hefore the bell.
The second started fast and Herbie pro-
ceeded to work him over. He downed
him for the ning-count al one minute
with o left to the head, landed a few
maore, then polished him off with a wicked
left hook to the head,

Gunner Joe  Muarsh, Montreal 162-
pounder, who dropped a close decision
to Cpl. Lafayette Drummond in the Cor-
ner, had better luck in his return malch,
drawing an easy decision over the
161-pounder 5. Louis Negro, -

Pic Ray ykiewicz, Buffalo, N.Y,
126-pounder, g?uughi home another vic-
tory for the Americans, battering
Bombardier George Brabant, of  Sas-
katchewan, 130. The New Yorker slawed
hig rival twice in the second for nine-
counts with damaging rights to the mid-
G and sent him down again for Mree
at 29 seconds of the third, but Brabant
refused to quit and still was absorhing
punishment when the final bell sounded.

In other fights:

Gnr, David “Locky” Abraham, Novn Scotig,
|'_rn_nuu1m>imcu Put, Tom Imbees, Mew York, 165,

Pyr. Leo Marrlcinnni, Baltimore, 210, ouipnined
i, Al Hayes, Montogal, 203,

By Courtesy of Linited Features

By Al Capp

| when he returns to New York nest week. | lead with only a minoie 1o play, Guale
o e gUEstion or probleme (d Corcoran, the tournament director for | pocketed a lay-up to make it 36—234, and
Wrr"*‘w-} pl S T artd  Siripes, | the PGA, said his tour made such a hit [ with only 15 seconds remaining, McGuire
| Help a frook Si., London, WL i servicemen that the War Department | scored on a long left-handed push shot as
37, Lipper ETOUSA, Ext. 213t || b asked him to make anather, {the gun sounded, Lying the score aad
?eft’ﬂh””'-”} tom stafed in . rhe ad. || —_— forcing the game into overlime,
b Er WSS . & 4 H
:%-I.w.f'& n?}f carrespondence c|@ L Zivie Pitted Against Archer Hese it the box score!
fo= | i voRK, M, 29—z | it e,
e T e | former welterweight champion, ?m":f.d { Ferrin. [ Ol e O]
L APDE D and Lo Ray LIGHI | Lope st night from Pittsburgh hor I?fgm’hafc T R
GG T Fupene SODERLATS Syendall RING ang | o ound bout with Freddie Archer, of {38688 522 2 5 5 urpny, £ .. 0 0 1
LL&!“':'J‘.‘,_'f.' I r_'LMt“hL-“r;‘.ﬂ.'f—.m'n.-":r}" City. | Mewark, al Elizzbeth, NI, tonight. ﬁm[-insmh ¥ ; ; 'zl ?!mm:?.‘c re ; 1l ;
ol EALNCE Jackic P e CLURTIS wid, £ .. r i
FOGARTY and_ REss sl Halph CLIR L - hictiaire, g -0 3 0 3
f.‘.”..,"'. Bl "“?-'J_tl\'-"rtRl}'t;W' and MC::';I:;:IIJII:I‘ A merican Lﬁ.ﬂgue Series Fin Vancisin, @'z 2 0 3
Sl O - SFEY 15 . F e T e
Rf'f"'ﬁ'ﬂi’:':r}n- Ki;_:;;_l-.m:t]._ 1['-"'_"- _-;.KIE-.::? will'pm T Hershey 3, Cleveiind. 1 i e T S O L ST
D, (Snuke) RAGUS. Silol ncooLe ﬂ”'rﬁﬂiﬁ- (Cieyeland leads, 3 games 0 1),
\noa | TCEHL, W inston, Pa, ; Lt. L i
_ﬁ_‘_-,[-'.r’i.l_.l(:!r-_._“ ECKER. Lewistan. OvieE M | ———
mond Radalf DEL Thomat IR Cand -8
et Mmoo mgy SNt | i) Abmer
Huven, SO0 o np gOCK, DEMTUL incent
Cal, :‘;"’HQ:-.‘,I-.TH'L “loe ‘F'-"-'"'r'c't“#(,- Walter
Firtia VLA 2o cymireriand, 4" Joseph
Mow 2 i I~ and 7
EABLANG. DT gy o RON AN . DiN-
WNIECKULA,  SEIEAT - Maj. GEoRE Sty S
b o, # : marfolk. .
-‘EI'L' ﬂ"‘“ “:"L{;rlrh:,:.:g rlotte %Iﬁr'\:r‘ﬂf;_-?ﬁzu_ Tenm, 4
A e e T e ] _ | Jumis | i
L, W, EdwBIf o 2 A T L e, HANDA
5 %al. '-'?I.:I:Iré_i"u' nard TS and Lt A;:LIDENT?
CLARE 515 HoGAN or Sge, Sam
By I"f;-'.mu.ws. Li Pvi.  Earl
E_'Ji:l-'llﬁu.\___c.\-i:__ S |

SrUGES, Buflilo, M ¥

W

{ricks, (1he
e aaick -And
1o Heip i

for

e

Trinbty St
ALLET,  tnf

w.

L1,

valug, tog, A .J.rrm:z Edward Fing

AT IO hro
il)l'::‘-'”plf'_'&n“} + b,

Shalta Walking
[LE ghe GI WO
ar Barwell's. PUE
i best onc be
the Gl ,'I:I i

nted. _I'I1I:-_I‘=':I’.‘ it has grent

T one cve

) yERTE:
agwer  1HE “-J:.:wr_- &
poe g I
g1, Morwich: ; :
= st rnining | £44 n:‘;r
:.'?'Il:li':ul:cr. Lorndl. Reward.

fef, gold, believed rj'nl-r
I':;I ]_-_'.nn:r-.'-n, par. (2l l

I
e ol WWales .
5‘15;:::;1.('1 e Connel]

Jumnior rithcet

Bifasbethy Croshy

-HOPES | /G~ AH NEVAH
6" Wi £l WILL UNLESS AH
g HAS A

same thing in the second. Little damage ~



Page 4

THE STARS AND STRIPES

Thursday, March 30, 1944 .

Allies Give Up
Their Hold on
Monastery Hill

Isolated Units Withdrawn
As Stubborn Resistance
Foils Attack Plans

The battle to force the Cassino gniewny
to Rome was conceded to the Germans,
temporarily ut leasl, with the ferse an=
noueemeant in yesterday's Alhed com-
munigue that our advanced, detachments
on the eaxstern slopes of Monastery Hill
hrave been withdrawn,™

The withdrawal from two isalated hill
feanares under' the ruined Benedicting
mamastery was cffecied successiully under
cover of on artillery barrnge, and Allied
troops in the Cassing sector were digziig
in and consolidating - their  positions,
Reuter teported.  Only sporadic shelling
and ‘oocasional pairol actibn  yesterday
atirred the blood-soaked dust and rubble
over which Waly's erimmest battle was
foushe last week.

Thus ended g nine-day saga of isolation
s -near famine for the New Zealand and
Gurkha troops whoe cliwed their way up

| All Nazi Rail Lines
|  To halian Fronts Cut

Al milway lines between norihern
ltaly and the German fronis. at
Cassing, Anzio and in the Adrigtic
zones have ‘been cut, Allied hewd-
guarters anmounced. yestenday. The
statement [ellowed reports of aiacks
Tuesday by sirong formations of
heavy RAF and 115, bombers an

Where the Reds

Are Carrying the War Out of Russia

o
ot

-

KBRDSTEN

. e
=2 BULGARIA 2%

Hussinns capture  Kolomea, rail junclio

‘Kill Luftwafte’
IsU.S.Intention
Army Report Tells How

yards at Milan, junciton of main lines
from France, Germany and  the
Balkans : Verong, terminus of the
| Bretiner Pass: and Mestre, at the-foot
|| of the Po Valley, near Venice.
Observers pointed’ out, however,
thal damage to ruil lines is repaired
| auickly, as a rule.  In addition, Ih.e
| Germans also are supplying their
{ diafian fronts b sea and roads.
1
the rugzed Monte Cassino slopes, only {0
find themselves cut off when the Allies
broad plan of attack was held up by stub-
born German resistance.

e Gurkha baualion commander, whoe
hrought his troops unscathed through @
gaaniier of encmy sirongpoints under

Wﬂﬂh Ancinpre wikdoo MG COTIE,
we had nothing 1o eal, bo there was
never o day when we had safficient. Con-
sidoring. the size of the hill and ns pre-
cipitous charscter, the aif force did
miairvels in dropping ns supplies, but we
gop more ammunition than food. The
morafe throughout wis superb,”™

Castle Hill, on the northeast outskirts

of Cassino, was =0l fp Allied hands and
yesterday  was. a  particular targer  for
enemy moctars sel up near the' Hoel
Continental, Fifth Army guns replied,
endeayoring to biankel the whole ared of
the main two Mazi strongpoints—Hotels.
des Roses and Continental,

President Asks$64,000,000
Far OWI; Scope Increased

WASHINGTOMN. Mar. 19 (Reuler}—
President Roosevell asked Congress mu:'iit{y
for %64.000,000 for the operation of OWI
in/ the next fiscal year, an increase of
%9.000,000 over last vear. The increase
would provide funds for expansion of
msyvchological warlare in the European,
Mediterrgnean, Ching-Burma-India and
Pacific theaters.

i

14 ¥Yores for Stassen

MINNEAPOLIS, Mar. Z9—Fourtesn
delegates. to the Republican National
Caonveniion  hawe  been  pamed and
insiricied to cast their votes for L, Cmdr.
Harold E. Stassen for the presidential
nomination. The former Minnesota
governor is on active dutv in the South
Pailic,
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Europe has been the muin objective of
the bomber offensive’ against Germany
since July 1, 1943, the LS. Army 20-
nounced vesterday.

point, the report said, that

must decide whether
factories or hoard planes to meet the

army made it clear that Turther opera-

. Allies Blasted Nazi

Aountzins, 30 miles from pre-war Crechoslovakia, to cut off land supplies

| Foothills of Carpathians

n between Ceormautis and Lwow, and push

Reached by Reds:;
Trap Developing
(Continued from page 1)

sailors from the Black Sca fleet. Capture
of the port, which has 1 shipping capacily
of 500,000 tons, pur the Russins n

‘/:é? s

= _\ A
S

SECHA [

I
-*‘E{J{_L}?

. Dy Express Map
toward the foothills of the Carpathian
to Germans still holding oot in the Ukmine.

Allies Retreat
Near Imphal

Jap Pressure Increases;

position to attack Odessa from sea as
well as by land.

Fighter Defense

WASHINGTON, Mar. 29 (AP)—
Elimination of eoemy air opposition [0
the Alizd invasion forces in weslern

The campaign has now reached such a
the Mazis
to  defend their
NYASION,

In an analysiz of bomber strategy, the

tions against wircraft factones wis neces-
sary becavse of the “tremendous recupers-
UUTIHAT does o mean, however, the
| Army expluined, “that German combat
| aireraflt production has been permanently
reduced o that extent,””

Production may be lost only for the
Lime recessary oo move workers as a
second or third shift info another [aclory,
it was said.

At the beginning of 1943 the Army re-
ported that Eicr'rn:m}' had set out o treble
fighter production. By July 1 production
was up 50 per cant, and the AAF and RAF
hegan a systematic campitign agamst air-
craft factories:

By Sept. 1 the bomber offensive had
cut the monthly production of single-
engined German  fighters o - approxi-
mately three-fouriths of the July 1 level.
In pll 1943, the Army reported, bomber
allacks prevented the production of an
estimated 2500 fighier planes.

‘Hundreds of Infidelities’
Charged to Dodge by Wife

NEW YORK, Mar. 29—Mrs. Martha
Devine is asking for 90000 counsel fees
in her divorce suit against Horace A,
Dodge, heir to the Bodge motor millions.

She accused her husband of “hundreds
of infidelities,” specifically of consorting
with seven women, The high counsel fees.
are necessary, she claimed, because Dodge
“has threatened to use his millions 1o
defeat my soir.”

Stalin Ilness Revealed

STOCKHOLM, Mar. 3% (AP}—
Marshial Stalin | became  ll  Jale  last
February and early March as a result of
overwork, according 1o reports reaching
here.

FIMB Has Bronchitis

WASHINGTON, Mar. 29 (Reuter)—
President Roosevelt disclosed at his press
conlerence vesterday that he had had a
touch of bronchitis for aboul three weeks.
Couvghing sfightly, hesaid thar his chances
ol gelting pneumonia sere gbholit one in

German-controlled  Scandinavian Tele-
graph Burean said many Nazr units imn
that area were having to be supplicd by
air. with *great numbers of the Luli-
walfe's piant transport plancs in use from
dawn to nightiall.”

Lt. Cal. Alfred von Olberg, German
Mews  Agency military correspondent,
claimed Jast night thar the Russians
pressing forward along the ling from the
Jassy area  ta Mikolaey cnjoyed 2
numerical superiority of ten (0 Ofie.

30 Enemy Aircraft
Bagged in 2 Days

MEW DELHI, Mar. 28 (UPy—British
troops today withdrew to new positions
in the face of continwed Japanese pres-
sure in arcas northeast of lmphal, city
in India which the enemy is trying (o
izolate. To the south, however, more
progress against the Japanese columns has
been made by the 14th British army who

| Sweater Girl Carole
Gets a Whistle Dress

HULLY YYUULY,  pdr,  Lr—i1ne
whistle dress—a  strapless wisp of
flufly white crepe: and tulle with a
‘long, tight bodice and 8 sweeping
skirt—has  joined *the sweater and
sarong as a fitting costume for screen
glamour girls. !

Approved by the Hays office, the
dress will make its movie debut on
sweater girl Carole Landis in “Fouor
Jills in a Jeep."

And the boys probably will wisstle.

1

|

I

inflicted heavy casunliies on the enemy. .
In the ppper Mogaung valley, Chingsze
iroops yesterday were attacking lapanese

positions on a  hill south of the
Hkawnglawhka civer gnd east of the only
motor toad in the arca from three sides.
Meanwhile the destruction of 30
Tamanmes airees i, owith cixomane pooke
ably destroyed and at least seven
damaged, in a two-day renewed outburst
of air activity over a wide area in the
Burma-Assam sector was announced.

292 Tons of Bombs on Japs

ALLIED HQ, Southwest Pacific. Mar,
29 (AP)—Allled bombers dropped 292
tons of explosives in sweeps Over cnemy
bases at Kavieng, New lreland ; Rabaul.
Mew Britain; Wewak and Hansa Bay.
Mew Guinea, and Bougainville in the
Solomons, Gen. MacArthur’'s com-
munigue announced today.

NINTH AIR FORCE FIGHTER
COMMAND HQ, Mar. 29—Gen, Eisen-
hower, with Allied air-warfare chiefs,
watched from the contro] tower of a P47
station vesterday as Thunderbolt fighter-
bombers, with o top caver of Thunderbolt
fighters, ook off in brilbant sunshine (o
homb military tirgets in northern France.
All of the planés they witched returned
safely.

The general also inspected mobile air
bases, which will operate within gunshot
af the front line, as he made a tour of
Minth Air Force Fighter Command
stations.

Climbing inta a Lightning, the general
tried out its machine-guns and fired some
200 rounds.

He: was introdoced to Capt. J. M.

Maorris, a Lightning pilot from Detroit.
Az he moved on, Maj. Gen. Lewis H.
“Brereton, commanding the MNinth, told
him® that Meorris had destroyved seven
enemy planes. Gen, Eisenhower turned
hack, shook the pilot’s hand, and said:
“I want’ to congratulate you, Capt,
Morriz,  Why didn't you fell me vou had
shot down- seven planes? I hope you
make it 7.7

FEisenhower Visits Air Bases

And Chats With Fighter Pilots

At another ztation a Mustang ace,
L/Lt. Glenn T. Eagleston, of Alhambra,
Cal,, answered the gpeneral’'s guestions
about the P51's range, gas consumption
and fighting power.

H. Howard, of 5t

Lt. Cal, James

Lauis, who commands the plonecer
Musiang group here; was introduced by
Gen. Brereton as the pilor who had Fought
a one-man war against 30 or 40 German
fighters Jan, 11 over Oschesleben, Ger-
many. Gen, Esenhower asked the
Mustang pilol about  that mission and
about his service as a “Flying Tiger'' in
china and Burma under Maj, Gen. Claire
E, Chennault.

Pilots and ground crewmen said that
Gen. Eisenhower was eager to get all the
technical information he could about their
planes and equipment, '

In the Allied Supreme Commander’s
party were Air Chiel Marshal Sir Trafford
Leigh Mallory, commanding the Allied
Expeditionary Air Force : Air Marshal Sir
Arthur Coningham, commanding the
Second Tactical Air Force: Gen. Brere-
ton and Briz, Gen. E. R, Quesada, head of
Minth Fighter Command.  Lt. Gen, Carl
A, Spaate, USSTAF commander, jo
in the inspection,
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NEWS FROM HOME

Hershey Wants
To Place 4Fs in
Labor Outfits

FDR Still Favors a T'olal
Service Law Despite
MeNutt Reassurance

WASHINGTOMN, Mar. 20— Induction
of 4Fs for service in Army and Movy
work battalions was proposed I:c_lda:-' _l:-}f
Miaj. Gen. Lewis ‘B, Hershey, Selective
Service chief. Moy B

President Roaseyell meanwhile [i"ll.]l-i.':_id
ted at a press conference that h“. still
fnvored a national-service law in spite of
War, Manpower Commissioner Paul V.
MeMult's testimony before a House coms
mitiee vesterday that the manpower silua-
Hon was “relatively. good' and that the

law was nol needed.

Hershey disclosed thal he was ready (o
wek the armed services to accept 4Fs who
were willing to work but who were nat al
present contributing “materially and sub-
stantially's to the war effort, BMeNuil,
however, told the commities the Army
was opposed to inducling 4Fs,

“Regardless of whal measures are
faken to insure participation by other
groups, | Hershey said, “there are meas-
iires which can be taken to insure that
evervone between 18 and 45 who 15
physically capable of work docs wur!».._
We have arrived at the day and hour
when we should move to accomplish this
objective,”

lj-icrshc}', estimating that 1,500,000 men
under 26 had 4F deferments for physical,
mental or moral reasons, said the armed
forces were so anxious to get men under
26 they were willing 1o see a lessening in
production in order to have them,

Pastor Quits, Flag Stays

BRIDGEPORT, Conn., Mar., 29-—The
Rev. Emerson 5. Schwenk, 37, pacihst
pastor of the First Universalist Church,
has resigned afier protesting the display
in the church of a service fAag honoring
members of the church in the armed
forces. He called the fiag un-
christian symbol.”’

FDR Signs UNRRA Bill

WASHINGTOMN, Mar. 19 (APF)—
President Roosevelt has signed 2 hill
suthorfzing 1.5, participation in work of
e United Mations Relicl and Refinbili-
tation Administation 1o ihe extent of
51,350,000,000. Specific allocation of the
funds will be made by Congress.

tan

Stephen Leacock Dies
TORONTO, Mar., 29—Siephen Lea-
cock, humorist and retired professor of
ecconomics at McGill University, died
yesterday at 75. He was the auvthor of
numerous humaorous works,

Fish Demands U.S.
Wield the Biggest
Peace-Time Stick

WASHINGTOM, Mar., 29—As the
House vesterday approved a plan for a
commilice of 23 congressmen to  s{udy
post=war military needs of the U.5., Rep.
Hamilton Fish (R.-M.Y.), a former isola-
tionist, called «for peace-time maingen-
ance of the preatest Mavy and A Force
in the world to curb incipicnt dELressors.

Fish recommended tiit the committee
study advisahbility of merging  all
armed forces into one department
national defense. A

Rep. Clifton A, Woodrum (D.Va.),
nominated by Speaker of the House Sam
Rayburn to be chairman of the com-
mittee, said: “There can beé no secure
peace unless we mainiain -an adegquate
military establishment.”

the
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YanksWorking to Expand
Phone Services in U.K.

Large numbers of U.S, Signal Corps
soldiers are laying cable and insialling
other apparatus [0 meet increasing de-
mands for telephone service in the United
Kingdom, the British General Postoflice
disclosed vesterday.

Ta meet the demand of military forces
far additional phone service, the Postoffice
suid, it had been necessary to ask LS.
and British soldiers for aid,  Americans
have been employed for-some months,
and. recently their ranks have been in-- .
creased,
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