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AALOT of the American boys who fotight in the
earlyearly daysdays ofof thethe TunisianTunisian campaign,campaign, whenwhen
AlliedAlliedairair supportsupport waswasinsufficient,hadhad aasaying:saying:

"Famouslastlastwords: 'It's aaSpitfire.'" They meantmeant thatthat
thethe guyguy whowho couldn'tcouldn't telltell aa SpitSpit fromfrom anan Mel09Mel09 soonsoon
learned—thehard way.

SoSo thatthat AmericanAmericansoldiers inin thisthistheate?theate?won'twon't havehave
thethe unfortunateunfortunate experiencesexperiences thatthat somesome ofof thethe menmen inin
North Africa had,had, TheThe StarsStars andand StripesStripes isis givinggiving themthem
aachancc(o(olearn thethe easyeasy way.way. TheseThese pagespagestoday,nextnext
weekweek andand thethe followingfollowing week,week,willwillbebecarryingsilhouettessilhouettes
andand photographsphotographs ofof allall thetheplanes—friendlyandand enemy—enemy—
thatthat arearelikely 4o lightlight thetheaerialaerialphasesofof thethe AlliedAllied inin
vasion of Europe.

American,American,German,BritishBritish andand ItalianItalian thatthat serveserve thethe
samesame purposepurpose areare bracketedbracketed together.together.GIsGIswillwill findfind that,that,
forfor thetheuninitiated, thetheFW190FW190isis aa deaddeadringer for thethe
P47P47 inin almostalmost everyevery wayway exceptexcept forfor itsits intentions.intentions.IfIftheythey
haven'tdonedone aa littlelittle studying,studying, chanceschances arcarc thatthat thetheMeI09,
thethe P40,P40, thethe HurricaneHurricane andand thethe SpitfireSpitfire seemseem identical.identical.
TheThe Ju88Ju88 andand thethe Mosquito,Mosquito, hot-shothot-shotHandy-Andiesofof
theirtheir airair forces,forces, willwilllook,look,enoughenough alikealike toto bebebrothersofof
the samedrafting table.

Becausemost modernplanesareare inin thethe 400400miles-an-miles-an-
hour class,thesoldier ininactionwon't havemuch time to
seesee ifif theythey areare sportingsporting thethe SwastikaSwastika andand blackblack cross,cross, thethe
British bull's-eye,the Americanstarstar oror thetheItalian fasces.fasces.
He'll have totoknow at the firstfirstglance—orelse. They
nevergivegive aasuckeraasecondchance.

This week's planesareare mostlymostly fighters.fighters.Other typestypes
thatare includedarenavalplanesthat mightsupportany
landinglanding attemptsattempts andand observationobservation planesplanes thatthat willwill bebe
watching for them.

WithWith eacheachsilhouetteororphoto^phwillwill bebegiven thethe
armament,armament, performance,performance, identifyingidentifying characteristicscharacteristics andand

LUFTWAFFE

thethe useuse ofof thethe plane.plane.^ Îf aa soldiersoldier hashas learnedlearned whatwhat toto
expectfromfrom anyany givengiventypetypeofofplane,hehe isis inin aa prettyprettygoodgood
positiontoto dodosomethingbesidedivedive forfor thethe nearestnearest foxfox
holeholeandand wishwish totohfell itit waswasdeeper.

Next week,week,light and medium bombers,more observa
tiontion planes,planes, andandattackbombersbombers willwill bebe shown..shown.. TheThe lastlast
ininthetheseriesseries willwillcoverheavybombers,transports,gliders
and miscellaneoustypes.types.All planesthatthat willwill bebeshown
havebeenbeencarefullychosenwith regardtoto thethepossibilities
ofof theirtheir useusefor or againstany Allied landing attempt.

Most ofof thetheenemyplanesinin thisthis seriesseries willwillcarry thethe
insignia of thetheLuftwaffe, for thetheItalian air arm—the
Regia Aeronaiitica—hasonly aa fewfew goodgoodfighter planes
and virtually no first-class bombers.

There are half aadozensystemsofofaircraft identifica
tion.tion.They allallhavegood points, butbut forfor thethelarge part
take nonocognizanceof the basic element ininspotting
friendly and enemy airplanes: Time.

When aatracer-spittingshapeisisboring inin atat youyoufrom
5050feet altitude, or when the whine ofofstraining struts
comesstraightat your fox hole, there isn't time totocheck
oti ininyour mind thetheshapeofofenginenacelles,nacelles, thetheangle
ofofdihedral, thetheexact placementofoftailplanesininregard
to the latitudinal lines of the craft.

The soldier has totoknow—automaticallyand imme
diately.diately.Just asas thethetumblers inin aa timetime vaultvaultlocklockfallfall
into place,place, sosomust thetheelementsinin hishis mindmind sizesizeup
thetheapproachingplane,checkitit instinctivelyinstinctivelyagainstwhat
heheknowsandalign themselvesinto aabrain formatwhich
as'as'sure and unerringly asasthe timetimelock's tumblers givegive
thetheright combinationwhich says: Friendly ororenemy.
Fighter, bomber or reconnaissance.

When the GI can spot any ofofthese planes,both he
and the men who flyflythe planes can feelfeel aalotlotsafer,
while aaJerry or an Eytie will havemore totoworry about
than he hasalready.

USAAF

Type: lowlowwing. Armament: 22 c.c.and
Sp^:390-400390-400max.max. 66 m.g.,m.g., oror 44 c.c. andand
Ceiling; 38,000 ser- 22m.g.

vice.vice. Engine: air-coolcd.
Range:525. Length: 29ft. 4in.4in.

Span: 34ft. Sin.Sin.
Tlie Focke-WulC 190190 isis aastar performer

for the Luftwaffe both as aalighter and aa
fighter-bomber. One of the finest planes
the Nazis possess,it willwill flyflyand fightfight withwith
anything inin the world. The thing -to-to
rememberabout this planeisisthat itit willwill bebe
seenoften inincombatwith the P47, both of
them air-cooled jobs and very hard toto disdis
tinguish. It isismuch smaller than the P47
and the almost straight-edge,tail plane,
blunt lipped wings and lowlow fin,fin,contrast
with the swept-back tail plane, tapered
wing and high finfinof the P47.

Type: lowlow wing.wing.Armament: 88 m.g.'m.g.'
Speed:400400approx. ^Engine: liquid-
Ceiling: 32,000 ser- cooled.

vice.vice. Length: 30ft.
Range: (secret) Span:37ft.

The Vickers-SupermarineSpitfire isisrated
asasthe bestof allallAllied fighters ininservice:
Like the Macchi and the Messerschmitt,itit
wasevolved from aaplanethat racedfor the
Schneider Trophy. The Spitfire can bebe
recognized bybyits eliptical wing twin air
scoopunder the wing, non-retractabletail
wheel and round tail fin.fin.Its enginehas aa
high whine when itit isispushed.

Type: lowlow wing.wing.Armament: 88m.g.
Speed:400 plus. Engine: air-cooled.
Ceiling: 40,000 Length: 32ft. 8in.8in.
Range:1,000max. Span:41ft.

The Republic Thunderbolt P47 isis the
latest and bestbest AmericanAmerican fighterfighter ininthis
theater. OneOne ofof thethe mostmostpowerful and
heaviestheaviest fightingfighting planesplanes inin thethe world,world, itit isis
much largerlarger thanthan thetheFWI90, andandthere isis
danger ofofconfusing thethe two.two.The P47's
curved trailingtrailing edgeedge ofof thethe wingwingand thethe
tapered tail plane contrast with the com
paratively straight lineslines ofof thethe190.190.The
190's190'stailtailwheelwheelretractsretractsonlyonlypartially,partially,
whilewhile thethe P47'sP47's comescomes completelycompletely up.up. TheThe
tailtailplaneplane ofof thethe P47P47 isiscutcut inin atat thethe rudder,rudder,
whilewhile thatthat ofof thethe190 isis straightstraight across,across,
forwardforward ofof thethe rudder'srudder's trailingtrailing edge.edge. TheThe
enginecowling of thethe 190190 isisround and sits
on top of tlietliewing; thethe P47'sP47's isiseliptical
and extendsbelowbelow thethe wing.wing.
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The clipped-wing Spitfire—which isis aa
versionversionof last year'sSpitfireSpitfireMk.Mk.V-B,V-B, isis
being usedusedfor low-altitude strafingstrafing byby thethe
RAF. It's basicallybasically similarsimilar toto thethe SpitSpit
firefireabove,but hashad itsits wingwing tipstips cutcut offoff
for increasedmaneuverabilityatatzero feet.
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Type;Type; twintwin motoredmotored
low-wing.

Speed:365365max.
Ceiling:Ceiling: 34-35,00034-35,000

max.

Range:1,500.

Armament:Armament: 22 c.,c., 55

Engine: liqmd-liqmd-
coolcd.

Length:Length: 40ft.40ft. 9in.9in.
Span:53ft.53ft. 4in.4in.

TheTheLuftwafTe's Messerschmilt210 A1
roughly resemblesthethe RAF'sRAF'sMosquito,
butbutsuffersbybycomparisonofofperformance.
TheThe highhigh talltall fin,fin,low-slung,heavyheavy motors,motors,
high, bulgingcockpitcowling,andtwin gun
blistersblisters toto thethe rearrear ofof thethe cockpitcockpit makemake itit
easiereasier thanthan mostmost totorecognize. TheThe airair
scoops are onon thethehighly tapered wing
outsideoutside thethe engines.engines. TheThe 210210 isis aa long-long-
rangerangefighter, butbut isisalsousedforforbombing,
andandcarries aa pilotpilot andand aa gunnergunner who,who,
oddly enough,isis thethecaptainofof thetheaircraft.
ThereThere isis somesome dangerdanger o£o£ confusingconfusing thisthis
withwith thetheBeaufighter,butbut itit hashas aa muchmuch
thinnerthinnerfuselageandand higherhigher tailtail fin.fin. TheThe
changetoto thethesingle finfin fromfrom thethedouble
that thethe Me2IOMe2IOcarries hashas donedoneavvay
withwith thethe dangerdangerofof losinglosing thethetailtailassembly.
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Type:Type: lowlowmngmngArmament:Armament: 11 c.,c., 44 m.g.m.g.
Speed:Speed: 400400 max.max.Engine:Engine:liquid-cooled
Ceiling:Ceiling:13,50013,500Length: 30ft.30ft.

service. Span:34ft.
Range:965 max.

The BellBellAiracobra or P39 was the first
37mm. cannon-cari7ingplane and prob
ablyably thethe onlyonly fighterfighter inin serviceservice inin whichwhich
thethe pilotpilot sitssits overover thethepropeller shaft inin

••front of thetheengine,wellwellup forward, with
goodgood visibility.visibility. TheThe peculiarpeculiar positionposition ofof
thetheengine givesgives thethe planeplane aalong nose,
withwith thethe wingwingsitting midway betweenthe
tailtail planeplane andand thethe nose.nose. TheThe cockpitcockpit cowcow
ling,ling, shapedshaped likelike aa tear-drop,tear-drop, sweepssweeps backback
smoothlysmoothly intointo thetheup-sweptup-swepttailtail fin.fin.Pilots
saysay thethe 3939 isis terrificterrific belowbelow 13,50013,500feet;
not firstfirstclass above20,000.20,000.The Russians
use itit ononthat basis. The British also use
itit withwith aa 20mm.20mm.cannonsubstitutedfor the
American 37mm.37mm. ItIt hashas seenseenaction inin
almostalmost everyevery theatertheater ofof thethe warwarand rere
peatedhitshits fromfrom itsits37 havehave eveneven sunksunk
enemy destroyers.

This isisit—the Focke-Wulf190190A3. Study it.it. Rememberwhatwhatit looks like.
It looks aalittle like aaP47—buttherearedd
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Type: lowlowwingwingArmament: 22 c.,c., 22 m.gm.g
Speed;354 max. Engine: liquid-cooled.
Ceiling: 36,000 Length: 28ft. Sin.Sin.
Range:560.560. Spaa:32ft. 3iin.

Tlie Messerschmilt 109E isis similar inin
appearancetoto thethe SpitfireSpitfireMark 5B5B andand
the Mustang; allallthree have squarewingwing
tips. With the FW 190190and thetheMe 109F109F
and G,"G,"itit has carried thethebrunt ofof thethe
German air fighting. As are allallMesser-
schmitts, the I09E jsjs easilyeasily identifiedidentified fromfrom
bead-onbecausethe tail planes are concon
siderably hi^er th^nth^nthethe wing,wing, andand thethe
horizontalhorizontal stabilizersstabilizers areare --exterpally
braced. Things to. look for are the airair
scoops under cither wingwing andand underunder thethe
engiflO.engiflO.

Type: lowlow wing.wing.
Sp^: 330330 max.max.
Ceiling: 34,500 ser

vice.
Range:500.

Armament: 22m.g.
Engine: iiquid-

cooled.
length: 27ft. 5in.5in.
Span: 35ft.

The Italian Macchi 202,202, likelike thethe SpitfireSpitfire
andandthethe Messerschmitt,Messerschmitt,stertisstertisfromfrom aa planeplane
designeddesigned forfor thetheSchnciderSchnciderTrophyTrophy races.races.
ItItcan't competewithwitheither; inin factfact itit isis
oneone ofof thethe weakestweakest fightingfighting planesplanes stillstill
inin use,use, despitedespite itsits clean,clean, flowingflowing lines,lines,
withwith thethecockpit setset farfar backbackandandthe
covrtingcovrtingsweepingsweeping backback intointo thethe highhightailtail
fin.fin. TheThe wingwing isis setset almostalmostmidway bebe
tweentweenthethe nosenose andand tailtail planes.planes. TheTheair
scoopscoop isis underunder thethe trailingtrailing edgeedge ofof thethe
wing.

Type:Type: lowlowwing. Armament:44 toto 88 m.g.m.g.
Speed:354354max. Engine: liquid-cooled.
Ceiling: 33,600 ser-Lcngth:32ft.

vice.vice. Span:37ft.
Range:800-900.

TheThe NorthNorthAmerican P51 oror MustangMustang
hashas beenbeen widelywidely usedused byby thethe RAFRAF asas aa
fighter,fighter, butbut isis justjust goinggoing intointoscrvicescrvicewithwith
thetheUSAAF asasaadive-bomber,dive-bomber, knownknown asas
thethe A36.A36. PossiblyPossibly confusedconfused withwiththe
clipped-wing Spitfire MarkMark 5B,5B, oror thethe
square-wjnged Mel09E,Mel09E,itsitsidentifying
characteristicsareare thetheunbracedtailtailplane
sittingsitting lowerlower thanthan thatthat ofof thethe 109;109; thethe
smgle airairscoopunder thetheengine,andand thethe
highhighangularangular tailtail fin.fin. TheThe P51'sP51's tailtail wheelwheel
retracts,whilewhile thethe109's109'sdoesdoesnot.

«wjn-™otored. Armament: 22e,. 55
Speed:Speed:365365 max.max.m.em.e

Engines: 22 liquid-

R-ge:,SOO. ,, Lrjftor,.Lrjftor,.
Span:Span:53ft.53ft.4in.4in.

The two-place Mcsscrschmitt 110 was

do5,teT„ the

and aanon-retractable(ail wlif î
tote l,000lb. ofofbombsimd^
aafighter-bomber. ObsoS'J^^^ asthe tail-losing trick, iurn^vCh^f'"''
presentininconsiderablemmmkl,mkl,••waffe. If thegoingSsSstS
to uselots of thesc?ec2
bility of purpo^ °° Aexi-

Type: Two seat.seat.
Speed;355 max.
Ceiling: 32,500

service.
Range: (secret)

Armament; 44 c. or

Engine: liquid-cooled.
Length: 42ft.
Span:58ft.

Brklorn®'' Pr^^rily aanight fighter,,the
ffVv. ®'̂ «"i'ghler can be pressed mto
finht^r ground attack plane ororday
front undcrslungenginesprojectmm
noinoi fuselage, giving the ship
bcMnrf "PPcarancc. The fin extends
nblo plane which hashasconsider-
blister observationaiid gunslightlyslightlytotothethe rearrear ofof thethewing,wing,
thpthpHon'..r ''s''scompanioncompanionplane,plane,
line multipurposeships,tack-
is mn.-h rl The Beaufort,which
as aa uû'̂ ^"''gbter, was designed
Diane•• ^^ boml)cr and ground attackPwnc, now aais usedfor torpedoboml>ing.










