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Yanks Gain,

End‘Nears’

Okinawa, key Pacific base onlv 325
miles from the J¥apanese mainland,
will be captured in the “near futures,”
Vice Adm. Richmond Kelly Turner,
commander of the amphibious assault,
. soldiers und
marines bear ofl strong counter-attacks

. wegring | American
umiforms and made more gaing against
the four-mile defense line stretched across

said. vesterday as 1.5,

by. Jap soidiers

the island.

“Japanese courage is desperate but it
seems that they have their Inst reserves
in the line,” Turner siated, referring to
the fanatical resistance along the Maha-

; %nrﬁfmtiuns
protecting southern Okinawa and the vital
Naha airfieid, three miles south of the

Shiuri-Yonabarn sysiem of

capital,

In the 53rd day of the Okinawa cam-
paign heavy fighting raped, with Jap sni-
cide squads being wiped out as they tried
to halt American tapk columns clpsing
in on “Shuri, lapapese bastion in the
cenfer of the defense line already sur-
rounded and under intense artillery fire

from U5, heavy puns.

American forces  vesterda
Taira a5 115, troops ad\ram:l:dya
high ground

Jops out of foxhales and caves,

Al the western end of the front marines
repelled counter-atiacks by Jips dressed
in American uniforms and carrving 1750

E 'I'H'Q‘El]ml‘lﬁ.
Adtempt Behind-Line Landings

The Japs also attempted to land troops
behind the American lines, bul the amphi-
bious opcration was crushed by naval
ZUns.

The Jap air force increased its nitacks
on the Okinawa supply armada and dam-
aged five vessels in low-level sweeps, but
lost 26 out of 35 planes.

In ihe Philippines, U.5. and guerrilla
forces hod wiped oot two-thirds al the
large Jupanese force trapped in the Ipo
Dam aresx of Luzon.  On Mindanao,

c:_!_ptunlid
gainst the
around Shuri Tortress. The
daps fove way slowly after American
forces resorted to flaming ofl to farce (he

Jap Balloon Bombs Hit the U.S.
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NIGHT AND DAY:

5. Army engineers the end of the war in

Europe did not mean the end of work, Operating
on 8 rommd-the-clock schedule, they 2o on replacing what was tom down by the fury
of war. Here under the glare of spotlights they construct a 2,223-foot railroad bridge
over the Rhine at Mainz to facilitate the I;g: of supplies to U.S. forces still in the
Reich.

ETO HOQ identified the alerted divi-
sions as the Both, 97th, 95th and 104th
—all among the last to arrive in the ETO
—and said they would leave during June
in, the order named.  Every man m ihe

American forces, with nine-tenths of the | four divisions will receive a forlough cf

istand already. captured, made further
T An el drive fosplft Hee remain-

vadisclosed length in the ULS., and the
divisions probably will unde

o hdddi-

Iﬁ Jop forces. The 3ist and 40th Divl- | tonal raining in thé States before :hip-

soons, Gen. MacArthar said in his com-
munigue, were only 25 miles. apart in
their thrusts throvgh the enemy position.

On Tarakan Island, off the coast of
Barneo, Avsiralian forces crushed a Ja
counter-attack and advanced (o within
three miles ol the east coast.

The air war conbmued with Philippines-
based bombers making their heaviest raid
on Formosa. A total of 9,000 tons of
cxplosives has been rained on' Formosa’s
industries, airficlds and transportation
systems since the bombers struck  Trom
the Philippines four months ago.

Japanese Radio also reported yesterday
that British carrier-Based plancs had aga:f
attacked the Sakishima Islands, but the
report was not confirmed.,

Other dispatches said Superforts and
fighter planes were being flown to bases
in Okinawa to take part in the final stages
of the island battle.

Railway bridges and Japanese shipping
were attscked in China by fighters and
medinm bombers of the 14th Al Foree.

End Unit Mail

Censorship

Siars and Sttipes Pacis Burcan

PARIS, May I2—Censorship of en-
listed men’s mail by their unit officers has
been discontinped, Lt Col. James R.
Arnold, Thearer Censor, announced ves-
terday. "

The move was in line with the liberaliza-
tion af securily régulations since VE-Day.

RBase censors will continue (o censor
officers’ and enlisted men’s mail, however,
in aecordance with security requirements,
amd it may be necessary lo impose unit
censorship on some units for short periods
under special circomsiances.

Soldiers now may seal their envelopes
pefore mailing letters and officers are no
longer reauired to sign their own enve-
lopes. - The use of-bluc envelopes hnk been
discontinued.

Tt wns stressed, however, that cerfain
security regulations still remain:in effect.
Men and officers may not mention troop
movements concerming Army, Air Force
or Maval personnel from the ETO or any
movements within this theater thiat would
indicate that sech lfoops might move 1o
another theaier. o 2 . ;

Also on the prohibited lst is mention
of classified military equipmens ; the
sirengeh, morale, efficiency er detaifed
{Jfgunizilli“ﬂ of unmils; delails of undis-
closed  imctical methods; condition of
ports, harbors, irafsporiation ang com-
ninication focilites, and casualties.

Adsp bannmed ad lopics of writing nre

enemy espionage, sabotage or ?“&“‘”“‘f
activily, breaches of the Geneya Conven-
tion, and stalements disparaging to our

armed forces &r Alfies, and subversive

¥

material R i !
Unless otherwise specified by wunits,

saldiers may give their exact geographical

location.

ping to the Pacific.

Before feaving the ETD, il was on-

nounced, the divisions will undergo a re-
adinstment of  personnel.
adjusted service rating scores above the

Men with

interim critical score of 85 points will be
replaced, since sufficient reinforcements
arg available, but the time factor may
deiermine where those eligible for dic-
charge are removed from (heir units,
Insofar as time permils, men with 85
points or more will be replaced  before
(e divisions bemin  their redeployment.
Thoese who are pot replaced in the ETO
will be removed in the U5, before their
units are sent to “an active theater.”
The announcement that the 15t Army
wias in process of transferring 1o the
Pacific was made by the War Department
in Washington yesterday morning.  [is
men, oo, will receive furloughs in the

LS. “before proceeding (o the war
against the Japanese,™
Revealing  that Gen. Courtney H.

Hodges would retain command of the 1st,
the War Department said, however, that
“the divisions and army corps that fight
with the 1st Army against Japan will not
necessarily be the same as thosc that
fought in Germany.”" MNevertheless, it was
expliined, “enough wveteran units and

50 8th AF Forts, Libs
First Back in U.S.

A U5, AIR BASE, May 22 (UP)—
Fifty Flying Forls and Liberators, the
first planes of the Bth Air Foree to
retirn (o the U.S., have left Britain
and were due to arrive at ULS. bases
today.

Leaving their British bases at three-
minute intervals and  carrying their
war-time crews, the planes returned by
way of Iceland and Canada,

The first planes left Britain Saturtfay
MoEning,

New Policy Defers
‘Useful’ Men Over 29

WASHINGTOMN, May 22 (AP}
Selective Service announced today a policy
of indefinite deferments for men over 29
in Museful’”, work, but at the same time
predicted a heayier call for younger men.

Maji. Gen. Lewis B. Hershey, doult
director, satd that as a result of the end
of the war in Burope, *‘the occupation
deferment policy must be liberplized™ for
registrants 30 through 37 years of age.

This. course, efiective immediately,
medns that men in this age group will not
be drafled, so lomg as they are in work
considered p=eful by their Jocal bosrds,
he said, It also means (hat deferments
need not be renewed at'the end of six-
month periods, as heretofore.

Hershey alse disclosed that the drafi
call beginning in July would be cut about
25 per cent below the corrent rate—
00,000 men, as compared with 120,000 at

present.

Ist Army on Way; Alert
4 Divisions for Pacific

PARIS, May 22—Announcement that four infantry divisions from various
Armies are slated for redeployment to the Pacific next month through the

LS., followed vesterday a War Department disclosore that the 1st Army
already is on the move to the war against Japan.

veteran personnel will take the field . . .
to insure the same vigorous assauit against
the Japanese as was made by the st
Army against the Germans.”

“Under the point system for release of
men with extended and arduous combat

service,” said the announcement, “many

of ‘the present personnel of units to be
sent into the Pacific with the 1st Army
will be separated from their arganizations
belare “they leave Europe and replaced
by men who do not have enough points

See Coalition
Out, British
Election Soon -

Early dissolution of Britain’s Parlinment
and the country’s first general clection
singe 1935 loomed vesterday as Prime
Minister Churchill declared that his war-
born coalition Cabinet could not get along
until Avtumn in an  “electioneering
atmosphere.™

He =aid this in a letter to Clement
Altlee, Deputy Prime Minister and Labor
Party leader, one day after a Labor Party
conference had overwhelmingly rejected
Churchill's proposa! that the Cabinet stick
torether until Japan had been licked.

Altlee had written Churchill, after the
Labor Party had decided o quit the
coalition and press for o general electinn
this year, stgpgesting an Autumn date.
Churchill yesterdny ruled out so long a
continuance of the coalition in the [ace
of an approaching clection, and abservers

1o aualify for discharge.”

The War Depariment cited the fighting
record of Hodpes' Army as amonz *The
proudest in the AEF.

The Associated Press said that military
security precluded revealing what unitz
that fought with the 15t on the Continent
would be retained, adding that some units
not eligible for immediate discharge pro-
bably already are “‘on their way.”

However, AP pointed out, the vast
mjority of troops to be assigned to the
new Ist Army would go through normal
redeployment channels, according to the
best available nformation. That means
the Army will be regrouped with most of
its. personnel coming from surplus pools
to be formed in the U.S. Dnder the re-
deployment program, it was said.

AP said that 1st Army headguagters

(Continued on back page)

thought a date in July might therefore be
decided upon,

The next move in the .current heated
political situation, which fared wp with
the victory in Evrops would come from
Churchill. He is expected (o ask the King
to dissolve Parliament. The Labor Minis-
ters are then expected to withdraw from
the Cabinet and the Prime Minister would
appoint a “caretaker’’ Cabinet Lo serve
during the interim period until the elec-
tion. The election wonld be held 17 days
after dizsolution,

Nazis Murdered Maquis
QUIBEROMN, France, May 22 (LUP)—
The remains of 18 women members of
the Magquis have been identified in a8 mass
erave at Fort de Peatievre here, A Ger-

man prisoner told military  authorities
that the women were murdered last year.

dppomnted Gen, Eisenhower's personal
represeniafive to the German  militar
group in Fleasburg. This mission will
be known as the “Supreme HOQ control
party with the German High Command.'
"The control party consists of British and
LIS, represeniatives.

The Russians are sending a separate
and similar party to Flensbure, with which
Rooks has been instructed to work in
close collaboration.

The Anglo-American . party  includes
Brig. Gen. Ned Schramm, a senior U5,
Air Force officer; Capt. J. 0. Maond,
aof the Royal Nuvﬁr, and Briz. Gen, E. J.
Foord, a British Army officer  with
SHAEF's Imellipence Branch.

The aim of this control party is to
impose the will of the Supreme Com-
mander on the German High Command
and to make such use of it as is expedient
{or controlling and administering German
forces in the aren of the Allied Expedi-
tionary Force. The control party has
also been charped with colleciing and
safeguarding all’ documents of the Ger-
man High Command.

The time is approaching when Doenitz’s
cligue may haveé completed fis uselalness
to the Allies in disarming, feeding and
superviaing the medical eare of the bealen
German Army. The formation and
announcement of the control party con=
stitutes a forther step in the assumption
of total control of defeated Germany by
the Allies.

Lt. Gen. Luciug D. Clay, Eisenhower’s

Eisenhower Acts to Take Over
For the Allies From Doenilz

SHAEF. Paris, May 22 (Reuter}—Whal is probably he firsl step in the
systematic laking over of all powers from Adm. Karl Doenitz’s military
group, lemporarily being used as a rump government for the subjugation and
disarmament of Germany, wias taken today by the Allied military command.

Maj, Gen. Lowell W. Rooks, it was announced at SHAEF, has been

Deputy Military Governor, announced
last week that Doenitz had the status of
u prisoner of war, being used by the Allies
tor assist their ends. Presumably when
these ends are accomplished, he will
revert (o the stantuse of an  ordinary
prisoner, no longer useful for military
purposes. Then, if he is wanted as o war
criminal, there would be no objection 10
Jocking him op.

The formation of the conirol party
indicates that the Allies have made pood
progress toward the point at which they
will be able to dispense with Doenitz.

There is considerable feeling in high
circles that. in deference to public opinion
at home, what the ‘Russian Press brands
ps the “intolerable situation” of the
former Usboat commander and his clique
will soon be eliminated. :

Then the admiral would assume his
rightful position as a branded wor
crirminal with everything that poes with it.

The fact that Doenitz has been allowed
even o semblonee of freedom of action
—even though under the sirictest Allied
supervision to accomplish Allied ends—
has caused great irritation throughout the
world, especially in Russin. It s gencr-
ally felt that the humiliation and com-
pleteness of the German deleat will not
be driven home to the German people
while Doenitz is still giving orders and

4l outside o war criminnal's cell,

i

No Damage
In‘Fantastic’

RﬂidSﬂ—WD

WASHINGTON, May 22 —
Japanese free balloons have landad
or dropped explosives during the last
several months in isolated localities
in the western part of the U.5., the

War Department announced tonight,
saying its disclosure was bein made 50 4
public safety campaign could be under-

taken to prevent possible damape.

At the same time, the Canadian
Defense  Department  annopnced  — at
Otlawa  that Jap balloons had been
reported at places in western Canada.
No property damage has been caused
by the encmy balloons, which are made
of paper, are 33 feet in dinmeter and carry
a few small bombs suspended beneath
them, apparently intended 1o set brush or
forest fires, the War Department said.
These bombs are dangerous, howewver,
and the War Department added this
warning: “'It is desirable that people,
especinlly  children, living west of the
Mississippi be wamed of this possible
hazard, and cautioned under no circum-
stances to touch or approach any un-
familiar object.” With the approach of
warm weather, the Depariment saud,
unexploded bombs might be found con-
cealed in wooded areas or  beneath
melting snow.

The balloon atincks—first direct enemy
action against the U.5, mainland since Jap
submarine shells fell in West Coast areas
soon after the war began—were 5o scal-
tered and aimless that they do not consti-
tute a military threat, the War Department
said. The balloons, of gray-white or
gresnish-blue  paper, are unmanned and
cannat be controlled, it was reported.,
*They should not be viewed with
alarm," the statement zaid. “Due 1o the
large area of the U.S. and the variable
nature of the winds, the possibility of o
hit in any specific area is remoie. The
chances of any place being hit by these
attacks is only one in many millions,”
The statement said that it was felt that
the possibility of saving life through pre-
cautionary  measures woold offsel any
military gain which the Japs might gain
[rom the knowledze that some balloons
had landed in the 115, Exact time and
locations of when and where the balloons
fell were not disclosed, the statement said,
since this 15 information which the encmy
would like to know and “would permit
him to evaluate the results of his fantastic
effort and possibly correct his methods.”
The announcement was the first time the
public generally was told of the balloon
attacks, although they were known to
many newspaper men and others,

U.S. Rotation
Stops May 31

Stars and Stripes Porls Bureau

PARIS, May 22—Thirtv-day rotation
furloughs to, the U5, are being sus-
pended indefinitely on May 31, ETO HO
announced yesterday,

The auszcns.iﬂn was decided upon

because of the problems of transponiation,
personnel transfer and other factors re-
sulting from the redeployment program.
However, theater officials stressed, most
men who would have gone home on 30-
day rest and recuperation furloughs now
would go home—perhaps for good—as
part of the regdjostment and discharge
'['ll.'L'lgl’El'I'l.1
Men who-already have been zent back
to the Siates under the furlough plan or
on other temporary duty will not be je-
turded to the ETO, and will be (rans-
ferred out of their former units, unless
they are specifically requested by name, it
was disclosed.
In anticipation of R-Day and the an-
novncement of the point plan, theater
redeployment chiefs said, the men who
were most recently sent back home amd
who will eome under the “‘no-rehumn’
order, were men who would obviously
have high point scores and therclore bz
candidates for discharge.

Surrendered U-Boat
Arrives in London

Greeted by tug whistles and an audience
of some 15,000, the first German L-Boat
to come Lo London in World War 11
aniled into Westminster Pier Monday,
manned by British sailors. The new 500-
ton U776 will be on view to the public
beginning Thursday for 10 days.

Commissioned in April, 1944, [ast and
heavily armed, she had surrendered to a
waval sloop off Wevmouth recently, The
sleek minelayer still carried the dozen
neoustic oyster mines intended to block

Allied shipping off Lthe southwest coast of
Ireland. .



