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When the Doughs Hit the Road—the Road Heads for Berlin

= 5 LU, Army Signal Corpr Photo
Dypughboys of the %th Division move across a junction of the battte-scarred Frankfurt-Ruhr express highway after it cut
by 9th Army troops enst of Honelf. INEE g

Carrier Planes Hit 17 J ap Warships

PACIFIC FLEET HQ, Guam, Mar.

21 LANS)—AL least 17 Japancse warships.
mcluding a 45.000-tan baltleship and eight
aircraft carriers, were crippled Monday
by more than 1,000 i CATTIET
planes which hunied down the bulk of the
enemy home fleel hiding in Japan's 240-
miledong fnland Sea, Adm. Chester W.
Nimitz revealed today.

Daring raitlers from Vice Adm. Marc
AL “Migscher’s sk fore—the world's
largesi—pencisating inio  the hitherta
unigiclied area which Jipan considered.
safe for ber Mavy, alio destroved 475
enemy planes on Sunday-and Monday and
domaged more than' 180 others, a com-
munigue said. .

In udidition, six small surface craft, in-
cluding ane oiler, were sunk and seven
ather vessels were probably sent (o the
Bajtom.

Mot one American warship was sunk,

Says Japs Lost 10,000
Planes Since Sept, 1

WASHINGTON, Mar. 21 (ANS)—
The Japanese air force is “now com-
ﬂamu’vely ineffective,” Gen, George C.

enney, commander of the Far East Air
Force, said today, adding that the Jap-
anese have lost approximately 10,000
fighting planes since Sepr, 1.
~The Japs “Jost- their shivt s Far us

air power iz cencered in the Philip-
pines operations,” Kenny suid.

although one was damaged seriously and
others sustained minor damage when the
Japancse home-based nir force loosed
waves of planes against the U.5. armada.

Combat losses of owur own carrier
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Reds Mass for
Berlin Drive

Holding practically all the gastern bank
of the Oder River, the Russiang last night
were reporied massing their forces for
assyults on Berlin and Vienna as the
Germans clung desperately 1o their pre-
carions  positons ai  Steitin, Danzig,
Gdynia and in East Prossig.

At the northern end of the front, a
Berlin spokesman said “the eastern bank
of the Oder in the Steltin area now 1§ in
Russian hands,” and other German com-
mentators indicated that Soviet amphi-
bigus operations pgainst the port wero
ImHnent.

Along the central front due east of
Berlin the Germans reperied savage
fighting aroond Kienitz. =

To the south, Marshal Koniey's troops
apparently were in a position to drive
scross the Neisse River in o throst toward
Cotibus, muarding the southeastern
delenses Berlin.

The Germans, however, claimed that
counier-attacks had lmlied the Russian
Edvpnce: ;

Farther south, in southern Slovakiz,
Murshal Malinoysky's 2nd  Ulkrainian
Army  moved the Hron Riyer
toward a possible union with Marshal
Talbukhin's forces Jor a double thrust
foward the Bratislave Cap and' Viemnw.

In Hungary, Tolbokhin's men were |
reporied by Beclin to have penetrated (o
Szekesfehervir, bebween Hadgfpm and |
Lake -B_ﬂl.ﬂiﬂ‘l'l. M_Bnm mnﬁ
was said o have gined ground
west of Fuin, near the Czech border,

Along ihe Babte, the l}a.m:ir(}d;ni_l
pocket was split &y the rive
through (o the coast al _pg:[, where
the Germuns adoitied thet loss of
the dominanl heights permitted  Soviet
guns (o ruke constal commumications.

Vignette of War
Casts Sins
Into Rhine

By Ernie Leiser
Surs- and Stripes  Siafl Wrkier

WITH 913 ARMY, Mar, 20 (dilayed)
—Fvt. Loren D. Branch, a medic from
Morganton, MN.C., was baptized in the
waters of the Rhine River yesterday,

The baptism, an ald-Tashioned immer-
sion in @n inlet of [he Rhine near
Hamberg, was performed by Chaplain
Carl L. Jsvobs, of Benton, IIl., to
solemnize Branch's entry into the Calvary
Baptist Church of his home town.

The spot chosen was in o defilade out
of enemy observalion from the other side
of the river. Asked why he chose the
Rhine for his baptismal fonl, Branch
replied, “It's customary f[or baplism 1o
be in a river, and—well, the Bhine was
the closest.”

planes, whose pilots reported flak “heavy
I.'_I.;]DIEI:%h o walk on,” were “extremely
ight.

These first accounts of the most darin,
action of the Pacific war were pu:mg
together here from the preliminary report
of Adm. Raymond A. Spruance, LS.
Jth' Fleet commander, fssged by Pacific
Fleet HQ, and [rom pilets’ accounts given

German Armies Shattered

Reich West of Rhine
Almost Conquered;
Nazis Flee Ruhr

o ! BULLETIN
Army tanks have entered Ludwigshafen, war chemical center on the Rhine
opposite the twin city of Mannheim, dispatches reported late last night. It was
the l_‘nurth_ great city west of the Rhine to be entered within the lnst two days,
Packed with war industries, it had a population of about 150,000,

Only the southeastern corner of the Saar-Palatinate remained yesterday to
be conquered by troops and armor of the US. 3rd and 7th Armies, whose
llghtmng ﬂ'iﬂ!Sls have shattered two German armies, the Ist and Tth, as
effective fighting forces, costing the already depleted Wehrmacht a record
amouni of men and equipment, One great city west of the Rhine, Ludwigs-
hafen, still was to be entered, but its fall was imminent as four 3rd Army

Sth Pummels
Luftwaffe’s
Airfields

In n savage blow aimed at crippling
the Luftwaffe, which had appeared to be
forming for 4 comeback in the past fow
weeks, U5, heavy bombers and fighters
yesterday  thundered out to hommer 11
airfields, many of them bases for jet-
propelled fighters and fighter-bombers, in
northwest  Germany, the Rubr  and
southern Genmany.

The Sth and 15th Air Forces combined
toe deliver this trip-hammer punch. The
Hth had some 2200 planes out, nearly
2,000 of which figured in thg drive on air-
dromes, while the 15th dispatched a
separate force of Libemtors (o lash at the
Meuburg drome, jet base 50 miles north

o correspondents on the scene,

'.!i'he flleris h\:hu swepl over anﬁn's}
miajor nayval buses in the Inlind
b

Sen, |

e T e T

Kyushu and Shikoku, said theic bombs ||
and rockets smashed 'into:

A battleship-of the Yamato class. The
45.000-ton Musashi was sunk last October
in the battle of Leyte Gulf in ine
I{hlhppm&; and ‘her sister ship, the
Yamato, was domaged. They were Japan's
two biggest battleships,

A battleship converted into a big air-
craft carrier ; three large aireraft carriers :
four small escort type carriers ; » heavy
criiser's a light cruser ; four destrovers ; a
destrover escort and one submarine.

The carrier planes also cratered aie-
felds, aitacked aieplane foctories and
desttoyed plape hangars, arsenals, oil
stores and workshops.  Although enemy
dir opposition was comparatively lizht,
200 Japanese planes were shot down in
air combar and 275 others destroyed on
the ground during the two-day battle.

Japanese warships, identified by Nimitz
us the principal units of the Japanese
Rect, scurried for sheller as the raders
bored in and Mitscher’s carrier - planes
wend in afier them.

Mitscher's planes scored the first telling
blow agninst the Japanese Navy -since
it was routed off Levte Gulf and adjacent
Philippine waters, with 24 warships sunk,
i3 probably sunk and 21 damaged, last
October.

New Fire Bomb Burns

Hot Enough to Cut Steel

DETROIT, Mar. 21 (AP}—The M69
bomb wsed in B29 fire raids on Jap cities
burns for eight to ten minutes at tempera-
tures above 6,000 degrees centiprade—hot
enough to cul throsgh stecl, R B.
Muorshall, manufactorer of the weapon,
dizclosed today with Army approval,

The bomb, 19 inches long, six inches
in diasmeter and = weighing six pounds,
contging a clorh sack filled with jellied
gasoline.  The bombs come in 500-pound
clugters, breaking open at aboot 5,000
feet altitude, Four giuze tail streamers
serye as speed regulutors on each bomb,
t?rcwmtmu them from breaking when they

and. A delayed fuse cawses detopation
five seconds after impact, spewing the
ofl-filled cloth aver an aren of abont
25 sgunre yards.

IBowles Denies

WASHINGTON, Mar, 21 (UP)—The
LL5. government will nof ruise meal
prices @s & means of overcoming the
shortage, Chester Bowles, head of the
Office of Price Administration, told the
Senate Banking Commicee todiy in
answering allegations of the American
Meat Institute that OPA wos price-fixing
meat producers inte bankruplcy.

Bowles aﬁcmﬁhz In;?u.:_tc of causing
“newspnper nes dmine™ an
declared that the Tacts do sol justify
SCARE SLOTCS,

From farmers gl the same time came
news that food gnmw;m this yedr was
expecied 1o be fve Lo ten per cent lower
than [ast year, despite the fact that planted

Meat to Go Up)|

acreage will be about the samé,

The Pepariment of Agriculture said that
U5 furmers had reached their maximum
production  under  war-time  conditions
and rhat no further increase was possiblz
because of the lack of equipment, trans-
port and the large numbers of young
farmers who have been drafied.

In London, Prime Minister Churchill
declared that, contrary 1o the impression
in some LI5S, quarters that the British
food reserve amounted to 700 million tons,
it actoally  wis less than six million.
These stocks, he said, were in the process
of being reduced by nid to the liberated

of Munich. .

h']:he _mb:rﬁ ;::I fighters mrri:lr;‘l. ot
their_assault_under excellent conditions
s e e I
the greatest blow af the whole bperation,
approximately 1,100 bombers of the 8th

RAF Sees—and Hits—
Through Camouflage

Typheon pilots of the 2nd Tactical
Air Force vesterday reporied that the
Mazis, in a. desperaic ecffort o pre-
serve their battered supply lines, have
taken to painting riils, ties and even
bolts alongz the (op of wie rail cars to
make them blend with the real tracks.

The pilbts came low enoush to see
through the slick camoufiage job, how-
ever, and decorste it with a2 bhit of
canmon and rocket fire.

and most of its 800 fighters zoomed in
over ning fields in porthwest Germany (o
wield a three-ply blow,

First the bombers came in Tor their
run, followed by fighters which laid
fragmentation bombs on runways and
other vital spots on the fields. Fighters
carried oul the third phase of the attack
by sweeping in to strafe the dromes.

In a later operation, approximately 100
Liberators, covered by 100 Mustangs,
struck an additional hiow, pounding the
Mulheim airfield between Duisburg and
Essen.  The remainder of the Bih's
homber force soared deep into eastern
Germany to hit once more a fank and
armament  plant at  Plaven, sowth of

(Coniinued on back page)

columns bore down upon it

While residents of Saar cities in
many cases were welcoming the enfry
of LLS, troops, farther north the inhabi-
tants of towns in the Ruhr—the only
indusirial region left in the Reich—
were reporied  streamine eastward fiol-
lowing Gen. Eisenhower’s warning broad-
cast over Luxembourg Radio that the
aren had become a battle zone.

Troops in the brideehead on the Rhine
enst bank had already pushed so far north

that dispatches said it could possibly be
called the Bonn rather than the Remagen
bridgebead, should the American com-
mand decide to throw pontoon spans
across at the more northerly point, where
a thrust into the heart of the Reich would
be aided by the casier tercain.

German forces on both the north and
south perimeters of the brideehead were
reported to have stackéned their resist-

ance and fallen back to more delensible

positions. One of these was the narrow
Sieg river, in the norithern sector of the
bridpehead, but Yupk troops were already
lined up along its southern bank on
seven-mike streteli
Elites Continve Bii.

Allicd fliers ‘continued their blitz on
Cermuiin commumicitions in the threafened
Rulbir areas by firing marshalling yards.
Towns, airdromes and front-line eneiny
positions were strock.

After knocking out thoussnds of
vehicles in sweeps over enemy columns
seeking 1o escape from the Saar, the fiers
yesterday  found  their ‘targets  fewer.
Along a  S0-mile stretch of the roule
followed by the 3rd Army's 10th Armored
Division were the charred wrecks of tanks
and armored vehicles, a front dispalch

(Contintued on back page)

Kﬁenig Assumes

Command UK Base

Brig. Gen. E. F. Koenig, who headed
the American delegation IE' the armistice
commission in Bulgaria last year, has been
named commanding peneral of UK.
Base. He succeeds Maj. Gen. H. B,
Vaughan Jr., who has received an assign-
ment elsewhere in the ETO,

Prior to his arrival here, Koeni 4
manded the Mediterranean Base Bir.cl?umn
He has also seen duty in Alaska and North
Adfrica.

A New Yorker, Koenig was
from Columbia Uniw.‘r&i%}f in ﬁﬁmtﬂ
Waorld War I he served with the British
Armmy. In 1916 he transferred to (he

American Army and has remained in he
service ever since,

What You’d Call a Weapon Carrier
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countries to about 4§ million tons by the
]end of June. .

U8 Ay Signal © Pl
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conscious of the old guy's machine-gun
When o Nazi officer fssued the weapon fo this defender
the Fatherland, he forgot to fell him how to use it
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Politics for Peace
Mar. 15, 1945
To the B-Bag:

1 must confess that [ really know very
little of the activities and accomplish-
ments of either the ¥VEW or the Amencait
Legion. The nel impression has been thit
they do very litile but paride on Armis-
tice Dy, have a noisy, dropken conven-
tion once a vear and lobby for benefits
to their members, If this is the extent
of their aimsg they have apparently accom-
plished much. If they heve aimed higher
they obviomsly have failed to score.

Az Pfc Stephen R. Movak pointed out
in & recent letter, these vetefans’ organi-
zations complétely failled themselyes, the
nation and, in fact, the world as far as
preventing the present conflict s con-
cerned.  Yer they knew war then as we
know it now,

Let the men of this war get topether,
if necessary, in'n new organizition where
the control s in their own hands and
Eln}' politics, hard, cold, above or below

oard, cxemt influence, not for  their
minosity body bul for the whale country,
not for a bonos or pensions but for peace.
Let us appoint eurselves the watch dogs
of good will on earth.

It has been said that folks at home
“don’t know there’$ nowar on.™ This 1
believe, disrennrding the many reasons,
iz partly rue, If they don't Xnow now,
how hard-is it going 1o be for miost of
them to remember top years from now?
Those who know now, the soldiers, should

%5’1 maﬂkd

An Caitonidlh =

be ahie to recall with litle trouble, and
it 15 then that we may serve fo best
sdvantage in preventing World War 11L
hope theee  will other smilar
finswers (o Novai’s letter and  that o
hundred véars. in the future will find a
grateful world honoring the soldiers of
%u: ‘IEEMJ-;, ol nﬂ for w'mn";:&ﬁh_ecwr
it far wAnnin peae B —Capt,
John H. -Mi:i(g."uﬂdunh, i o T

Discharge Furloughs

: Mar. 14, 1945
To the B-Bug:

You report that Admiral Stindley [s
advocating a' month’s Turfough for all
arméd forces members before discharge.
Sounds: good at firs—bwot  fsn't  the
Admiral awsre that officers get pocumi-
Lited wnused leave Tor the past foun vears
upon-release? (AR 605-113.) Buta GI's
theoretical furlough time of 30 doys p
year expires yearly whether he can get it
ar noi.

Such inequality of treatment cannot be
justified in o cilizens’ army. Why not
simply give EMs the same benefit of the
conged furlough time that officers get?

Justice could be done by simply
amending the Army Regulation, malking
umused furlough ume cumulative. That

war indicates that Congress she
on the matter. How about it?T—T /4
A L. Friedman, Sta. Hosp,

E ffective Orientation
Mar, 13, 1945

To the B- B X \

The EenE?E'melum vs. War Effort” is1
definite proof that oor Army orieninio |
program isn't as effective as it should be.

1 happen to be a discassion leader and
1 say, with all due modesty, that T hnve
done more toward this p than the
average ‘GI. T take an mierest in 3t
beeanse F'm sold on it. I feel dhat we
¢an't contribute ideds. On PEACE A5 TCCOm=
mended by Senator Vandenberg if we
don't disegss the Factors necessary for
o lasting peace. :

How about gefling some men mwl"\-:!ﬂ
in. ithe orientation program :Whu gonTE
consider this important work *'justa job,
but who are convinced thai winning a

aoe 15 a5 inporian as Winmng a war.
pc]_.ct*s {ake this program out of the
“paper work™ cliss and give the men a
program they will sppreciate and onder-
spanid.—Sgt, M. Chaves. BAL,

Question Box
What are the regulations that deter-

Overheard in o Bistro,
L can®
thing is.”
" . *
“What's, the A
over from a

Act 1, Scene 1.

* £ *

Silly Story (repeated by request). A
worm met anather worm coming up from
the ground and remarked, “You're very
beautiful. P'd like to marry yon." “Don’t
bnds*:]‘l:.'." was the reply, “'m your other
cmd.

=
Afterthonght.

cotton stockings never s68 a mouse?
: -

ik
Sgt. Gaston L. Dargis, somewhere in
Belgium, sends in this swell parody an

*The Trolley Song':
Chng, chug, chig, went the mortar,
Bang, bang, bang, went the shells,
Whiz whiz, whiz, went the shrapnel,
And the moment I heard it 1 fell

Crank, crank, crank, went old meemie,
Whee, whee, whee, screnmed her shells,
Thump, thump, thump, went my heart-

sirings,
And it’s slarted to pounding like hell.
#

* %

Oidities in the Mews. Being short of
pounds and pence  one month, Sgr.
Herman  Schlanger of a hospital unit
wrote his wife for some money. Weeks
later he received a package tontaining a

rolette wheel,

* * *
Sugpested headline on the New York
sgloon clfew s “Twenty Million Men

Made Hug.}e!ess.“

should act | (for fres, woo)

* * *

Spt, Bernard Maxwell sez they named it
the Oder River because it is defended by ¢
50 TANY srir_lku's.

R R
'Dusi'm'l.ﬁmrtof_ an Old-Timer in the
ETO: “A guy who can romember when
the Red Cross clubs could leave trays full

of clgarettes on the counters nnﬁ you
it hasn't been done after three years of | could

*
Afterthought.

LCow.

i My memory
is excellent, There are only three things
remember, 1 can't Temember
names, faces—and | forget what the thicd

"
rmy coming {0, asks
Set. Edward Mamige, “when you fake
uy on guard and he cays,
‘For this relict, many thanks.” ' (Hamlet,

+ *® [
How come pals with

even be choosy about your brand | pox to surrender.  They were taken into

#* B
Just because a girl s
well giled is no sign she won't sqoeal,
& " *
Who sgid that? Sometimes you can't

el how a girl will fuw

; roout until her Tolks
turn in. g

ERE are seven points in &

tecent speech by Com-

nander Harold E. Stassen,
U.S. delegate to the approaching
United Nations conference at San
Francisco: -

“That as a nation we will join
with our present Allies, . . . To
thuild a definite continuing organi-
zation of the united nations of the
world, based on justice and Jaw
and insured by force. . .

L E ¥

“That we do not subscribe to
the extreme view of nationalistic
sovereignly ; that we realize that
neither this nation nor any other
nation can be a law unto itself.
. .. And that we are willing ‘to
delegate a limited portion of our
national sovereignty to our United
Mations organization. . . .

* #* *

“That we consider the future
welfare and peace and happiness
of the people of America are in-
separably intertwined with the

Hope for

Cmdr. Harold E. Stassen
future welfare and peace and hap-

x® &

the Future

piness of the world.
W

“That we will use the enormous

roductive capacity of A.an:r:cl:: e
1o contribute 1o the gradual ad-
vancement of the standards ].;:Jf
living of the peaples of the wor d,
not as recipients of charity bul as

elf-respecting men ‘and women,

- gk o r
“That we believe in frecdom o
information through press and

radic and achugl und*furum‘ ;
f #

wThat those who were aggres-

gors in (his war shall be stripped

of all means to make war and shall
remain so stripped. - . -
¥ " ¥

“That we are und proposc o
remain a democracy of free citi-
zens and will expllam our system
to the world but will leave it 1o the
peoples in each nalion 1o decide
for themselves their own form of
government so long as they do not
trample on basic human rights or
threxten the peace of the warld,

1]

*

s ®
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Things are looking up.

Nazis Better Edelweiss Up

WITH THE 7ma ARMY, Mar. 2

those ip northern Alsace.

detect litile change in the appearance

Germans Aren’t Kidding Doughs
By Hailing Them as Liberators

By Howard Byrne

Srars and Siepes ST Writer

|—Doughboys pressing into Germany
of the people or the villages from

“That's why it is hard for us to realize that we are in enemy country,”
said Maj. Sheldon D. Elliott, of Los Angeles, AMG officer.

Cracks More

Stars and Stripes Staff Wriler
WITH 103ep: INF. DIY., Germany.
Mar. 21—When  Amepican  fighter
‘Bombers swooped to work over i [o
in Siegiried, Maj. Gen. Anthony |
McAulifie, CG of the 103rd, hit the dirt

with the rest of his men and came up
with 14 prisoners and one of the frs
pillboxes taken by his division,
McAuliffe was visiting o forward |
of his 411th Regiment below Mieder
Schiettenbach when he was forced (o hit
the dirt. When the planes passed, Capi.
Ted Starret, of Belfast, Me., nudged the
General and said:
“Don’t look now, 5ir, but there’s a
pillbox.™
MeAuliffe calmly brushed off his clothes
and sauntered over with his party to in-
vestizate. When they were almost close
enough to the bunker to strike matches
on it, o stick appeared with a white flag
on the end.
Fourteen Mazis walked out of the pill-

custody the General’s party, which
included aj. Robert L. Crouse, of
Tracy City, Tenn., Szt Everstt

OLanghlin, of Ottumwa, la., &nd Pfc
Paul Lehman, of Baraboo, Wis,

Mow the 103rd boys are arguing
whether the ‘Germans were stunned by
the bombs or by McAuliffe.

HUBERT

by SGT. DICK WINGERT

mine membership in [he Short Snorler
clob? -
(Although there are no official rules
the most commenly accepted member-
ship reguirement is a flight ucross any
OCEaAn. }

Are haosh  marks
Natioma! Guard service? :

(Mo, Hash marks are authorized only
for Federal service, Ynu"su:rt cOunLing
from the day you actually were sworn
into the Atmy. See AR 600-40.)

[¢ there a regulation or policy govern-
ing the maximum length of oOverieas
seryvice”

(MNao.

amhorized for

The legal sinff at Army MNews
Service in Mew York reports that there
is meither regulation por policy to limit
ihe length of foreign duty.) ST

Are decisions to retri co sual-
ties fo the UJ.S. based on the lengih of

italization? : !

hc:'grﬂ:}f L.E. Base medical efficers s_;nd
decisions depend entirely on diagnoscs.)
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‘Nuts’ MCAU!iﬁE1

“We've been accustomed to being
friendly with German-looking and
German-speaking people and the adjust-
ment is nol going to be easy.”

He was tacking up proclamations along
the street giving the civilians blackout
regulntions which stated that they would

he shot if they appeared outside their
houses after curfew. He said that few

people had fefi the town becavse it had
‘En been taken so quickly.

“Now they all pretend to be neutral,™
he said.

“They tell us that they are all good
Germans and hate Hitler. Some even

d area | have the gall to say we are liberators.

I wonder whom they think they're kid-
ding."

Nobady Was Kidding

But nobody seemed to be kidding the
doughboys. They went about their
duties methodically, paying no attention
to the civilians. The Germans stood in
doorways and gathered on corners, watch-
ing everything covertly. They were a
stolid lot and seemed neither downcast
nor cheerful. They kept their distance
from the soldiers and did not attempt
to strike up conversations,

Some worg edelweiss in their caps
which is said to be a symbol for some
underground  anti-Nazi  organizations.
MNobody knew much about it and the
cdelweiss didn't look as though it had
been there very long,

The doughboys found it difficult to
restrain their natural impulse of friendli-
ness toward the children compared -with
their stony, cold attitude toward the
adults. But they seemed to be doing it.
“The only fralernization trouble I have
heard so far," said Elliatt, *is that two
Kids were found with a stick of gum and
a picce of chocolate. An investigation
is going on now to determine how they
got the candy.™

AFN Radio Program |

Cathedral Still Stands

Large stone fragments, blasied loose
during Allied air attacks on nearby
targets, litter the foor of the Ceologne
Cathedral. Despite blast damage, the
edifice remnined structurally intact,

Troop Carriers
Relieve 152,000

Meore than 100,000 sorties over Europe
—including missions to besieged Bastogne
and to 3rd Army divisions cut off near
St Vith last February—were flown by
planes of the U5, Troop Carrier Forces
since activation in the ETO 16 months
ago.

Since arriving from the Medilerranean,
the TCF has delivered mare than 130,000
tons of priority supplies and evacuated
over 152,000 wounded soldiers, Maj. Gen,
Paul L. Williams, TCF commander,
announced yesterday.,

Highpoint of activity recently was a
two-day Red Ball supply mission on
Feb 13 and 14 when 493,095 pounds of
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rations, ammunition and other supplies,
inchsding 18,153 gallons of gasoline, were
E.rrlnhu‘pml through heavy weather at St
ith.

_ Troop Carrier skyiraing began at-
ing from continental bases n!; J:r“p:r'l\é
1944, four days afier D-Day. when  two
planes landed on an improvised strip
with nurses and medical supplies and toolk
ofl with beachhesd casualijes.

British Bailey Bridge
Called ‘Best’ by Gls

i us. c:‘::fnb:u E:ngTri-.-crs hive
ut pruise for British: bridging equ)
—take it from L{, J. L. Ryan, ‘:31' Ig:::l
Mont., whose squad has put up 20 Brigigh
Bailey bridges since D-Diy. :

“Its better than ours and bejger by
far, than anything the Heinies huve l':mun
able to think up," Ryan, an engineer in
civil life; said. “We have o pood brid
o ourselves, buot it carries anly mmm:ﬁf

tively lizht loads and there’s o limit 1o
‘its lengih, Mow the Baileys can be put
up just ds quickly and can carry heavier
loads.

Ryan's squad, is correnily working an
a two-way timber trestle bridge 10 replace
the existing Bailey bridge ouiside o ruined
German town.

nothing
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NEW YORK, Mar. 21—Back in 1943, a marine sergeant, frishtencd by
visions of the post-war world advertising copywriters pictured, published an
impassioned poem in YANK, “Please Don’t Streamline Mother While I'm
Giope.” While chances are slim that anything drastic will happen to Mother,
it does look as though another old and respected institution—Congress—is in

for some streamlining. The present

Congress will consider a great many

important things and one of them is Congress itself.

In the past few years there has been
a shower of criticism aboul the “horse
and bugey ways” of Congress. Some of
this crivicism, the loudest in fact, has
been from Congressmen. They say they
are {rying to do the work of a bulldozer
with & child’s shovel. That we arc a
mansized democragy Irving Lo operte our
government by the methods of an infant
republic.

Mow our genators and represcotatives
seem (0 be ready (0 make some changes
designed to strengthen the role of Con-
gress in national affairs, and o modernize
legislative michinery no longer apace with
twentigth-centiry government, Congress
has.come 1o the decizsion o create a joint
commitlee to streamline for efficiency.

The first concrete slep in this direction
was the pass of the  Maloney-Man-

roney - Resolution, setting wp a joint [jn the government.

Senate-House Committee [o-study (Con-

management adviser. After a  nine-
Ennilu study, Heller lfet]s thathtunlesls

ongress  is . sirengthened “there 15
danger it will lose the degress of pub-
lic confidence it should command.™

Some Suggestions

Most of the suggestions to trim Con-
gress to fit the present fasi-pace age might
pe placed under the following headings:

1—There should be fewer commitiees,
The iwo houses together have 30 standing
commiltess plus 38 special commitiees in
the Sennte and 30 in the House, Senator
LaFolleite, Wisconsin Progressive,
believes that the Senate could get slong
with 13 committees instead of s present
33

Others say that there should be buot
ten sianding committees in each house—
the spme number as executive departmenis
Egzch  committes

would then handle fegislation dealing with

{nessicaal operations - and recommiend | gne particular field and woold not dupli-

mnprovemenis.  Represeotative A, 5.
Mike Monroney, of Oklahoma, who with
the Iafe Senator Francis Maloney; of
Caonnecticit, was co-sponsor of the reform
mieasure, docs not expect anything too
drastic at the start.

high ranking officials of the Army, MNavy,
A Free Hand A Maritime (Eamm.issiun, and other war
The Maloney-Moaroney Resolution | ypencies before a Senate commitlee one

carries the Bankhead amendment closely
defining the inguiry’s scope and banning
any tampering with Senate debate Tules:
In addivon, the Lucas ameéndment gives
the commitiee a free hand to study and
recommend consolidation and reorganiza-
tion of House and Senate commitiees.
The first report of the committes, as re-
guired by the resolution, must be made
by April 1, 1945,

The committee will get the views of
newspapermen,  political SCientises,
specialisis in  business management, as
well as those of fellow-congressmen. The
committee has a two-vear life span. Iis
approach will be slow foward the two
bugic and most troublesome problcms.
Onie is the seniority system, by which an
unfit man sometimes is lifted to the
chairmanship of an important committee
simply because he is the oldest m point
ol service. Many senior members are
from poll tax states, and actually repre-
sent but a small minority of the popula-
tion of their districts. They remain in
office indefinitely ‘because there can be
no strongly organized vesistamce. The
secand problem is the fact that o congress-
man must spend perhaps as much time
lobbying for his district as he does in
warking an national politics.

The self-admitted need dor change has
brought to Congress offers of aid from
autside sources. The Mational Planninz
Associgfion (composed of leaders in
agriculture, business; lzbor and goverr-
ment) has presented proposals drawn up
by Robert Heller, Cleveland  business

points out, “Time after fime, 1 have seen

duy and a House committes the next day,
going over the same subject.” The New
¥ ork Times believes that the chairmen of
these commitices should be organized in
a central commitlee overseeing Lhe work
of Congress and conferring with the Pre-

ate the work of some othér commities.
Duplication of effort is one of the things
most frequently and loudly criticized by
Congressional observers.

Rep. Cochran, Missouri Democrat,

sident and his advisers.

I—The seniority system  ghould be
chapged. There 13 objection to giving a
chairmanship to a man “just because he
has ouwilived his colleagues and has been
re-clected repnlarly.™

Republican weakness in  the “Sofid
South™ makes it easy for a Southerner to
be re-clected. In the 7Eth Congress,
Southerners were chairmen of 16 of 33
Senate Committees and 21 of 46 House
cammittees. The seven poll tax states—
Alabama, Arkansas, Mississippi, South
Carolina, Tenneszee, Texas and Virginia
—produce many sendor members in both
Houses because incumbent Congressmen
have merely to indicaie a willingness to
run again to be returned for another, term.

A Majority Vote

The seniorily system, many observers
believe, bars capable yvounger men from
responsible positions. To allow capability
to rise Lo its fullest, it has been soggested
that the committee chairmen be chosen
by the majority party caticus, or by majo-
rify wote of the members of the com-
mittee,

Defenders of the seniority rule insist
that most of the chairmen are excellent

men, or at least qualified by long experi-
ence. Champ Clark, of Missouri, 26 vears

House and S

enate meet in joint session to count electoral college ballots.
change in this procedure has been voiced by law-makers who seek to
i revamp Congress.

“..when we assumed the role of sqldie::
we did not lay aside the role of citizen.

George Washington, 26 June, 1775

OmMorrow
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Housecleaning On Capitol Hill—

Streamlined Congress Sought

in the House and speaker four times, once
said: A man has to learn to be a con-
pressman just as he has to leam o be a
blacksmith . . . or a doctor. A new
congressman must begin at the foot of
the class and spell up.”

3—Taxation and appropriation
measures should be handled differently.
Toaday, tax bills are written both by the
House Ways and Means Committee and
the Senate Finance Committee. They
work independently of the House and
Senate Appropriations Committees, which
decide how much 15 to be spent and for
what, The President’s annual budget and
his tax recommendations are thus never
debated as a whole by Congress. There
is no one unified budget, and no one
person or commiltes is responsible for it
Propozals include & Fiscal Committes for
each house and the merger of these two
into a joing Fiscal Committee (o act for
Congress. ¥

4—Congressional commitiees néed more
help in their work, They lack expert
stalfs to supply them with information on
the tremendously technical jobs with
which they must constantly deal. Students
of this problem believe that adequate
help wounld enable Congress to keep
accurate check on° government agencies
and relieve Congressmen of a great deal
of routine stpdy by making available
essentinl first-hand information.

No More Filibustor

Bills are written in Congress by & drafi-
ing service consisting of cight lawvers who
cost Congress only $R3.000 a year for
salaries and expenses, But, the office of
Solicitor of the Agriculture Deéportment
alone has 600 emplovess and a2 vearly
appropriation of 51,679.000, Conpress
hias one expert of social welfare whose
annua! salary is 32,600, The Bureau of
Labor Statistics spends 52,000,000 a year
and the Social Security Board spends
53,000,000 a year collecting such materinl.
They have plenty of cxperts.

Heller's plans include wiping out the
filibuster as a parliamentary weapon along
with the practice of tacking on unrelated
“riders” to appropriation billz and other
measures. I that is done an amused crowd
in 3 congressional gallery will no longer
witness a future Huey Long reading from
“Gone With the Wind"' or a cook book to
maintain hiz right 1o the floor.

He also believes that congressional
salaries are far top low—and should be
raised from 10 (o 25 thousand dollars a
year with pensions for those who retire
after 55. Congress has hesitated to take
such a step in the past for fear of criticisme
Yet, in these days Congress votes 57 for
the rest of the government for every
penny it voies for its own upkeep.

Another suggestion by Heller 15 the idea
of questioning Cabinet members periodi-
cally on the floors of both houvses afier
the Britizh parliameniary manner.

Another voice of authority and know-
ledpe,  the American Political Sciénce
Azsocintion’s Committee on Conpress, has
made a four-year study of Congress. This
commitles’s suggestion follows Heller's in
most  ways. It recommended, among
other things, that salaries be mised to
15 thousand dollars, that Congress pass
on to other agencies soch works as the
government of the District of Columbia,
the settlement of claims and pensions,

Radio Telephone
Service Urged

WASHINGTON—The American Tele-
phone and Telegraph company has urged
the Federal Communications Commission
to give it radio wive bands for mobile
telephone  service  between moving
yvehicles and for service for rural sub-
scribers.

F. M. REvan, speaking for the com-
pany, asked the FCC fo allocate at lease
g single six-megacycle band (o common
carrier services and the sharing of fre-
guencies between rural subscribers to the
telephone service and urban mobile tele-
phone service,

He said several bus and truck lines
have expressed interest in AT and T plans
for telephone service between moving
yehicles.

Radio telephone service for roral sub-
scribers, he said, would enable the com-
pany to furmish service lo many
thousands of families living in areas
where no telephone service now is avail-
able because there are po lines,

By Robert Iglehart

Tomorrow's U.S. Bureau

other private and local legislation with a
greater wse of government corporations
and regional authority, subject 1o strict
Congressional control.

Both Heller and the committee were
agreed that the complex committee strie-
ture should be reorganized and ‘the work
of both houses he more centralized and
co-ordinated.

Critics ‘of Congress do not question
the fact thal our senators and Tepre-
sentalives are, by an  overwhelming
mapority, able, conscientious and hard-
working. Their point is that these men
are handicapped by ont-dated procedures,
keeping them from doing the best job
possible.

The average senator now serves on four
L0 51X permanent committees and the aver-
a?e representative on three to four, Mail
alone 15 a Tull-time job with at least twice
as many letters flooding in upon® Con-
gress as there were (en yeurs ago.

Perzonal calls from constituents are
heavier than ever before and a Congress-
man who wishes (o keep his job can't

A Senate Committes, like one above quizzing Secretary of State Edward
R. Stettinius, !r,, on department appointees, may shortly turn to guestion
of “rejuvenating” Congress,

afford to turn away from too many of
them, Fpoed with this, the average
senator or representative finds it impos-
sible 1o attend the full daily session of his
house. 1f 0 Congressman i5 absent during
debate, the gallery- visitor shpuld not con-
clude he is taking a nap, He is probably
outside the chamber meeting someone
from home, at his office answering re-
quests for favors or preparing material
for tomorrow’'s committee meeting. Your
typical Congressman keeps [alling behind
in his work even though he keeps his
office open three or four nights a week.
Dig-hards, opposing all reforms in Con-
gress, will stand pat on their arguments
that the presenl procedures are the result
of a century and o half of trial and error
and that rapid, sweeping changes would
be unwise. But, the Maloney-Monroney
Commitiec emphasizes the real considera-
tion beimg given (o the problems. And,
since Congress iz the institution most
closely tied up with our liberties, any-
thing which helps Congress do a better

job strengthens democracy.

Science in Review

Snow-Clogged Runways Pose
Problem for Nation’s Airports

By Waldemar Kaempffert
N.¥. Times Comespondent
URING the past December and January airports in many States were closed down
for days by heavy snows, drifts and fce ruts, One large metropolitan airport,
with $100,000° invested in snow-removal equipment, had to cancel more than 300
flights over one five-day period because iis runways were operated only on an

emergency basis for almost a month,

In some indusiries underground snow-
melting lines cope with this problem. Hot
water in the lincs melts snow on truck
driveways and crosswalks and also eva-
porates the résulting ‘water.

Engineers believe that 1-inch to 13-inch
wronght-iron pipelines spaced about a
yard apart and formed into grids of
approximately 1,000-[oot  circuits  will
keep runways clear, Steam from the air-
port's boiler house copld be fed into a
small underground heat exchanger in each
circuit for conversion into hot water 1o
be circulated by pomp, With the tempera-
ture of the ronway raised to 40 or 43
degrees the heaviest snowfall would melt
guickly. ‘The cushion of warm air that
would form immediately above the run-
way surface wounld rapidly absorb the
water so that it would evaporate, Such a
system wonld have to function only during
the few days when snow falls.

At present the cost of removing snow
at an airport which seryes an area with
a million population runs about $200,000
annually, ~ This includes the annuoal
charges fop equipment and lnbor and the
revenie lost by canceled flights. 1T the
undergromnd 5now-m=]t]n1f; system could
be bought and installed lor 53,000,000,
the annual interest on the investment, plus
operating and maintenance costs, would
amount te less than is now beipg gpent.

(Flight schedules could be maintained the

year round, except for the usual bad
weather. As one commercil airling pilot
affirms: *It isn't snow in the air that
makes fying hazardous ; it's snow on the
runways thaot we must fand on and toke
off [rom."

Young Scientists
Prove Their Worth

WASHINGTON—Mot all American
youngsiers are limited in (heir fasies Lo
jive and comic books.

Take 40 who assembled here this week.
One had made a tuning fork device for
measuring the specd of bullets ; another
17-year-old girl Had built a mechanial
heart with which o nourish living organs
while studying them ; others demonstrated
homemade eleciric  [urnaces, pholo-
electric cells and other devices of import-
ance Lo science.

They were high school seniors from all
over the country who had won  fnalist
positions in the [ourth annual science
{alent search. They're competing for
£11,000 in Westinghouse science scholar-
ships.

More Jobs for Vets

NEW YORK—American industry will
provide 3,400,000 to 4,400,000 more jobhs
alier reconversion hlfmq existed n l?ﬁﬂ,

i mparable increases o other
iiiri:gﬂTl!ll.Ehl‘ﬂc:ril be work for 56,000,000
individuals, Ira- Mosher, president of the
Mational Association of Manufacturers,
predicts.

The NAM forccast was only slig}l;:éy
under the goal of 60,000,000 set by Ad-

ministration leaders.




