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Nazis Risk Trap to Hold Dnieper Bend

Liberators Get Nose Treatment and More Sting

{1

This is the new B24 Liberator which has been equipped with a sew electric furret in the rlml: (circle} to- give the twin .50 caliber
machine-guns flexible firepower when it begins fiying sround sticking its snoot in Hitler’s business,  Other turrets are in the tail,
belty and atop the fuselage, This is a scene during a test flight from a Yulice factory in the United States.

Naszis Scorching Earth

As They Retreat in Italy

The western wing of the Fifth Army swung ahead yesterday in their
advance north of the Volturno River into positions hastily abandoned by

the Germans, who were venting their

wrath on the civilian population,

Everywhere there was evidence that the MNazis were in an ugly mood, for
m:ny civilizns were found slain; and the Mazzoni plain north of the Volturno. |

wits 4 mass of burned farmhouses and haystacks and slaughtered livestock. |

The Mazis evidently wera carrying out a
severe scorched-enrth policy, in addition |
to blowing up roads, raifways dnd bridges
and leaving other demolitions.

The AWlies continued to hold e initia-
five along the entive front.  Advances
were spored by the Fifth's right wing, |
while patrol actions predominated to the
easl, where the Elghth Army battled
inceensed enemy resistange. Caplore of
Petacciaio, on the eist const about nine |
milez  northwest of Termol, was

announsed. .
Blows fram the air on German behind-
the-line positions apparently offered the
best hope of speeding up land progress.
Yesterday, formutions of  Allied
Liberators crippled

way running along the east coast.

The big planes, from the same grou
that raided the Ploesti oil fields, also
carried ool a strange mission for four-

USAAF Heavies
BombGermany|
Fighter Escort Goes All\

I"1Sl&w:a Beat Off |

the German 3upp‘|1_-'|
rouie (o the castern liatien fromt when i rown in western
they destroved fouwr bridpes on the m|l-|

Way With Forts, Libs;
RAF Downs Nine

Large formations of Foriresses and

| Liberators, heavily protecied all the way
| 1o their targets by Spitfires and Thunder-

bolis, attscked an important industrisd
Germany vesterday after-
noon, &

Berlin radio  indicated the attack
centered in the industrial Rhinclund b
Eighth Air Force's preliminary announce-

engined bombers, due to lack of fighter | ment, issued in advance of a formal com-

apposition and flak. They strafed ground
positions and swooped in low to machine-
gun trucks and road junctions.

Troop movemenis and PosiNons ware
beine continmally assaulted by mediom
bombers and irlgh:ers. Allied planes
pounded the airfields on the islands of
Cos and Crete again, and sank an armed
trawler sind o landing erall pocked with
enemy troops off Crete.

InfantryLauded
By Eisenhower

ALLIED HGx., MNorth Africa, Oct. 20—
Gen., Dwight D Eienhower, Allied
Commander-in-Chief, paid tribute “from
the heart” to the nfantryman's rale in
modern  warfare yésiarday at A press
conference.

sRecpuse the infaniryman's cole Incks |

Lo spectpocilar quality of a greatl raid on
!l'l.ecr[.inp’_nr the surrender of = battle fleet,
Tiiz stocy is likely to be dismissed log often
with the rc:m;l ‘Litthe chanpe at the
frong,” 77 bie Snid. ! ;
n?-”unn': forget he faor soldier’s days
and nights in the mud and cold dnd the
endurance that he has axhﬂnlcd. Dies
the postman in Indmna or In some littke
Engtish village realize what these soldiers
are doing?
ﬂr“lggrr.gh: Laow it as well as he koows
[Tie staries of the big hombers or of some
of the destroyers carrying out @ gallan
mission at Salerno? Every citizen of the
Linited MNatkons has a right (o know how
jmporiant o our viclory are the ﬁf.lh:mg
spirit, lhe sense of duty and the gjl]l.l:p!r:.r
and forfitade of uurlgmundufm.ﬂ:

Eienhower also said that ihe Mﬂlgn-
plishments of  these  imdispensn Ie

members of the gir-groond-naval ﬂrﬁf
when the story is lully told, WJ!J i

many of the brighicst pages of our war
histary. ~This is sometbing I I
for o long rime. T comes from the heart.

-

munique, did not name the larget.

Berlin claimed the mqucklmgalslcn[_n:d
out “in conditions of poor visibility,” an
pssertion substantinted by returning Spit-
fire piloms, who said that although clouds
prevented aggurate observation of resulls
there was no doubt considerable damage
was done. :

Fighter and ack-ack opposition was
deseribed as only moderate, and pre-
liminary reporis indicated losses were
small.

Spits Get Long-Range Tanks

The raid marked the first recorded in-
stapce of Spitfires accompanying any
bombers as far 85 Germany, and air ob-
servers in London were quick (o suggest
that Spitfires, like Thunderbolis, have

now been equipped with long-range auxi- |

lmry tanks.

Eurlier in the day RAF fghters de-
stroyed nine enemy planes in offensive
sweeps over occopicd Europe. Two RAF
planes were lost, :

German raiders gave London ifs fourth
alert in M many nights shortly before
midnight Tuesday. The Ministry of Home
Security said  Ya few  enemy aircrali
crossed the south coast” and  dropped
hombs at scatiered poinis, causing danmmges
and casualiies—y few fatal.

Nazis, Setbacks Caused
Italy to Ask Armistice
Bari Rudio réporied yesterday  Lhat

Marshal Badoglio had told 1,000 Tualian
officers in- an- address thot the military

viitpation and the behivior of the avcupy-

ing German Torces were the main reasons

why the lalion government asked for an

armistice.
He - denied

that. the overthrow of

Mussalini was due to & “palace intrigue,” |

siating that 19 members of the Fascisi

have felt i

Grand Council voted against [l Buce.
“Our only aim Is (o drive the Germans
out of Ialy,” Badoglio was dquoted as
saying.

| and
|

A P47 Ace in the ETO |
Hardly Has Time to Eat

A poge from the diary of Maj.
Eugene P. Roberts, of Spokane,
Wash,, P47 fighier ace and air execu-
tive olficer
fighter growp: |

Saturday—Awarded British DFC, ||
American DSC,

Monday—Awarded Silver Star, '
Wednesday—Destroyed ninth Ger- |
man fighter. Promoted to lizutenant I

colonel.

Moral: Even if you are a colonel
the ETOs highest scoring
Thunderbalt ace, it's slill a headache
| sewing ribbons and insignia on the old

| uniform.
1

|

l'| Isle Landings

| German attempts (o land on Jugoslay-
! controlled islands in the north Adrintic
| have been beaten off with beavy losses 1o
| thie Mazis, the Jugoslay communigue in
| London suid Iast night,

| It was soid that patriot activities had
| forced the Germans o move an entire
|div1‘m’cm from northern lialy into Jugo-
| slavia, this division recapturing the owns
of Sushak and Togulin,

Mew partisan advances slong the Bel-
lgradc-ﬁcfniﬂn riailway « were reported,
| with guerrillis now holding the greater
part of Monmenegro, With the railway
cul, it was said thit winter snows would
block the mowntain passes between Serbia
and Bosnia, virtually isolating one from
the other.

Amid growing reports of sabotage and
increasing Bighting in Jugoslavia came o
Bari broadeast telling of Albanian patriot
gains in their drive for Tirana, capital
of Albsnia. The Germans were rcportcd
1o have suffered heavy losset trying o
| stop the advance on Tirana and the port
Lol Valona. :

|Big Attacks Indicate
Plan to Fight It Out;

Reds Cut Rail Line

Advance South of Melitopol May Bring
Second Encirelement; Russians -
Gain at Kiev and Gomel

The dic was cast last nighl for development of one of the greatest phases

| of the War in the East—the vast encirclement of all German forces in the
Dnieper Bend and the sealing off ot the Crimea.

The German High Command itself apparently had cast the die. Faced

with the choice of abandoning positions along the lower Dnicper or staying

| and battling it out, the Germans evidently had dropped their “tactical with-

| drawals,” Tor they were hurling in reserves of men and tanks in fierce

of Col. James Stone's |

| counter-atfacks.

8th Air Force
Bags 2,412 for
560-PlaneLoss

‘Pave Way In’ and Save
Thousands of Lives

WASHINGTON, Oct. 20—The LLS.
Eighth Air Force has destroyed 2,412
enemy plines in aeri] combat while los-
ing anly 560 since beginning bombing
operations over Germany and German-
occupied  territory, Gen.. Henry H.
Arnold, Army Air Forces commander,
said yesierday.

He told a press conference  that
approximately 1,800 Nazi fighters, repre-
senting the major portion of the Luft-
waffe's interceptor strength, now was

concentrated  between Denmark  and
Belgium under Mirshal Goering’s orders
that “davlight bombers must be halted
repardless of cost.”
he Germans, Arnold said, practically
[ bad stripped their air power over laly
|:Lr|d greatly  reduced  the Lufuowaffe’s
strength over the Russian front in an
attempt to turn back heavy Allied bomb-
ing attacks in the west. Germany, he
added, was trving desperately (o produce
maore fighiers. :

Says Bombing Alone Might Win
Arnold said that bombings of German
territory were aimed at paving the way
for Allied ground forces to move in with
“a saving of thowsands of lives.” He
said that he thooght it possible—but did
not predict—that bombing could blast
Germany out of the war although “ground
| troops would have to go in for police

purposes,”’ 3 ey
Referring to the Americans’ viclory

score of 41 to one, he said, “We are wear- fy oy bropght back from the western

ing them down. Idon't mein that the war
is over or that it is going to be an easy
job, but we are getting the upper hand.
Arnold said that the first objective of
American bombing was  destruction ol
selected targets, with minimization ol
German aireraft replacement capacity an
important corollary. :
Mentioning specific raids and their cost

mander said that the Renusull works in
(Continued ot page 4)

| ALLIED HOQ, Southwest Pacific, Oct,
| 20-—The great Japanese air base ol

Rabaul, New Briiain, got its second sevére
pasting in seven days as bombers and
[ fighters of the U5, Fifth Air Force
swarmed across the Bismarck Sed-yester-
day and destroyed &0 Jap airceaflt, a gun-
bout and a cargo ship, A

The LS. air feets—growing in sizc
every week—have virtnally knocked out
the base which heretafore has been the
main wir snd supply base for the Japs in
the South Pacific.
| The Allies undoubtedly will keep a
close wateh on Rabadl from now on 1o
| see that whatever new supplies and rein-
forcemenis the enemy makes will be
offset by new air blows.

In the first reid three-filths of the
| enemy d:nir strength  was  reported
destroyed.

On T!h: ground in New. Guinea, Allied
Ilruur.h, are pr::g.'e':sinlg towards Madang
after removing the threal to their rear

RabaulSevere lyBlastedAgain;
Ships, 60 Jap Planes Destroyed

| by the altempted Japanese landing near
Finschafen.

The Japanese came ashore in only (hree
barges at o point where, n few weeks apo,
troops of the Australian Minth Division
landed and began their successful drive
on Finschafen,

. Close Range Fighting in Borma

CHUNGKING, Oct. 20 (AP)—The
Japanese, still unable to cross the Salween
river on the Burma front, have throst
north and south slong the west bank,
engaging in  bank-to-bank  artillery
duelling and close range fighting.

Elsewhere on the easiern” fronl, o
Tapanese sortie from Sinoleng was turned
hack with the Chinete pursuing the enemy
to points ounfside the own,

In southern Anhwei the strugele Tor
Suitungcheng, southeast of Hsuancheng,
continued in mounting ferocity, with both
sides suffering heavy losses.

to the enemy, the Army Air Forces com- |

South of Kremenchug, Soviel armies were cutting deeper into the l;.ln[uper
Bend in the first stages of a “bigeer than Stalingrad™ trap for the MNazis in an

area encompassing  more  than 15,000
square miles, about & Gfth the siee of
Britain.

High point of the advance thus far was
capture of Pyatikhata, vital railway junc-
tion, which thus cut the main German
escape route out of Dniepropetrovsk and
heavily dented any hopes Berlin might
hold ?ur a soccessful counter-offensive,
for Pyatikhata was a main point in the
funneling of supplies into the lower

| Dmicper region,

Arnold Says Bombing Will |

Along the Dni¢per from Zaporozhe

| south to Melitopnl the German line was

crumbling [ust, despite fanatical attacks
lnunched by desperate German sencerals
who hud not gotten themselves into such
A serious lactical situation since they
were cut off at Stalingead,

 In Melitopol itsell, lierce hand o hand
battles were raging, with Russian forces
having fought their way through to new
positions inside the embattled, shell-torn
CILY,

Other Red Army units were advancing
south of Melitapol, it was revealed for the
first Lime, thus posing 8 second encircle-
ment threat to Germans battling not only
in the city, but to the entire Crimea.

The stubborn defense of Melitopol was
believed designed to give the Germans
time to flee the Crimen. 11 was apparently
a race last night to see whether the
Russians could get there before the MNazis
could get out, More than 250,000 Ger-
man wounded were reported convalescing
in the Crimea.

Continved good news came from the
fighting fronts to the north, Additional
Russian gaing were reported ot Kiev,
which was slowly being eéncircled from
north and south by Red -Army [orces
which had crossed the Dnicper.

South of Rechitza the Russians edeed
forward in this swampy area, driving
home this thrust which has outflanked
Gomel on the White Russian front,

Moscow reported  that the Red Air
Force was maintaining powerful blows
against the enemy, but Pravda, Com-
munist Party newspaper, said that the
Luftwaffe was increasing its octivity in
the southern sectors, using bombers

front.

Nelson Tours Soviel Planis

MOSCOW, Oct. 20 (UP)—Donald M.
Melson, chiel of the LIS, War Production
Board, lelt Moscow today for an exten-
sive toor of Soviet manufacturing plants.

350,000 Tons of Coal Lost
1In Alabama Wildeat Strike

BIRMINGHAM, Alo., Oct. 20 (AP)—
More than 350,000 tons of coal already
lav been lost by the wildeat strike in
Alabama in prolest against the return of
the mines to privale operators.

Local union officials met today to
discnss means of persuading the men to
reburm,

‘Hell of a Job Left,;’
They Say in Congress

WASHINGTON, Oct. 20 (UP—
“Watve still pot 4 hell of a job to do.®

That was the only comment of a
member of the U5, House of Repre-
seniatives ns he departed fram today's
secrel session on o owar  stratesy and
economy. Cenerally speaking, how-
ever, there wos an oplimistic nole
among the congreéssmen.

Gen., George C. Marshall, fhe
Army's chief of staff, gave a 45-minute
“off the record"” report. He spoke
muinly abont Geérman manpower,




