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WITH THE U.5. ARMY, Tunisia,
—Jerry threw his Sunday punch at o

and tanks—and that in part is the story of the American

retreat in Tunisia.

Bloody battlefields, littered with
miarkid with the cross of Germany a
of America, testify that the Nazis h
courige.

QOut of the long valley and into the hills they
marched and rolled on wheels—thousands of American

soldiers, fghting mad because they ha
ward toward New York instead of
Tunis and Sfax.

To the Germans it was a retreat, to
strategic withdrawal. But whatever
it had just one effect on the Amer

that was {o get back at the.Germans with all they have
st as soon as their commanders give the word,

One who watched For three straight days, as
American tankmen eagerly threw away their lives in
the gamble to stem the onward avalanche of the
German armored foree, couldn’t question the decision

1o withdraw,
That is why tonight German patrol
of Sbeitla-Feriana valley and sleep

Feb, 17 (delayed)
5 with men, guns

broken wehicles
s well as the star
ad no margin m

d io march bachk-
forward toward

the Americans a
name it's called,
ican soldier, and

s roam the plains
less French and

American guards watch from the hills overlooking the
vellow acres dolted with blossoming almond irees,
gray-green olive groves and spiky cacius,

One who slept and ate in the field for almost two
months of increasingly successful cperations with
EVErY I:rr::.m:h of the American Army had the first
opportunity to see how they reacied when the going
really got tough,
Jman summed it up after plodding 15 miles cross-
coluntry at night.

* Hell, that means i'll take us another week more
now to win the war. But every week 1 have spent away
from the United States because of those kraur hounds
makes me just that much sorer at them.”

Typical also was the reaction of an anti-aircraft
gunner, Pvt. Michael Higgins Jr., 23, son of the deputy
chief of the New York Fire Department.

* We pulled out of Gafsa night before last and out
of Feriana last night.,” said Higgins, who served as a
volunieer in the Canadian Army but switched to the
American forces after Pearl Harbor. * They were cold
trips in open trucks.™

“The whole valley was red with explosions as we
destroved everything of value we couldn’t take.”
Higgins said. ** The Germans won't find enough food

Well, here's the way one infantry

(Contimued on page 4)

Reds _Drive On
Towards Orel,
North of Kursk

Gains Go On Everywhere,
Big Advance West
Of Kharkov

MOSCOW, Feb. 19 ('P)—The Red
Army continued its advance today on the
entire front, from Orel o the Kuban in
the Caucesus, making s biggest gains
worih  of  BourEk, wiere I suildng
owards Orel along the Kursk-Orel rail-
WY

I'E'.}rrﬂ i5 the southernmost strongpoint
of the strong German defense sysiem
whicl fronws the Moscow area.

Big gaims also have been made west
al Kharkey to o where the forces of
Generals Golikov and Vatutin are press-
ing forward towards the Daoeiper, Al onc
poml they are only 40 miles from Poltava,
the next main railway junction in the

Ukraing past Kharkow.

The task of clearing the Donetz Basip |
wis progressing slowly but seeadily in th
face of heavy enemy resistance. In the
Caucasus what s left of the German
Army is being pressed into a narrow
corner of fhe Tamen peninsular,

Latest reports of the advance -on |
Taganvog uare thot ~GGen. Malenovski's |
advance uniis have ppproached within 16 |

miles east of the town,  The German
defenders no longer have the use of the
railway running north  from Taganrog,
which has been cut 24 miles to the north
after a guick advance of 20 miles from
the east, apparently part of an encircling
mave designed o drop down  behind
Taganrog 1o the east.

Take Ten More Towns

Developing their offensive north of
Kursk, the Russians occupied ten mors
inhabited points and reached Zaleposh,
33 miles ecast of 'Onel on the milway to
Yelers.

Front-line reportis speak ol very heavy

—fighting on_all' appreaches to Orel, oc-
cupittionr of which ‘would ‘relieve  any
German threat against the left flank of the
Moscow defenses,

Farither south Gen. Golikoy s clearing
his right and left flanks in the Kharkoy
ares and has already thrown ome cofumn
30 miles forward to the northwest. Some
i hig forwsrd units are now within 40
miles of Poltova, most important railway
junclion between Kharkov and  the
Dnieper.

Furious German counter-atincks are
being made but the Germans have been
unable Lo stap the advance of the Rossians
in Ehis areR: o 0 ‘

The Axis position in the Donetz Basin
ETOWS [OTE critical as the Russians ire
extending rheir thrusts southwest of
Kramatorskaya and Veroshiloverad, and
are advancing northwest from Rosiov
townrds the Tast ruitway that links the
Donetz Basin with the Crimea.

1.S. Supplies Shipped
To Soviet Without Loss

WASHINGTON, Feb. 19 (UP)—All
American supplies shipped 1o Russia
during December and Janoary | reached
their “destination  withoot loss, Edward
Eilcfrinilﬁ. Lend-Lense  Administrator,
announced [odRY. .
"n'J-.']I{:iL-’:rnen:-e during January were almost
{0 per cenl greater _Ilmg Dmcﬂml-,c_r_
s mecican  sopplies shipped 10 VAT
:;?:;1-1- kmu.fr than 2900000 tons, Mr.
Cietiinius said, adding thal rwo-thirds of |
all curgoes were moved in American ships. |

training of the guards.

U.S.Soldiers Repulse‘ Attacks’
On Airfields bLfI ome Guards

American airmen throughout England are defending their airdromes
against * attacks " by battalions of British Home Guards in a series of
maneuvers calculated to test airfield defenses and to sharpen the combat

The maneuvers obviously are designed to teach lessons not only in defense
of vital airfields but, inversely, to demonstrate the potentialities of armed

S

46 French Ship

Will Fight Axis

3 Battleships, 9 Cruisers,
Carrier Among Them,
Admiral Reveals

PHILADELPHIA, Feh, 19 (AP)—
Wice-Adm, Raymond Fenard, chief of
the French MNaval Mission to the United
Stafes, said  yesterday  the  batdeship
Richelien would be jomed by ** all the
other ships of the French flger, but 1

& don't know when '

The Richelicu and several other units
of the fleet recently arrived in 1.5, ports
1o be reconditioned before joining the
Allied naval forces.

Adm. Fenard told reporters aboard the
eruiser Monicalm, being refitted in Phila-
deiphia, thaot the French expected o
throw against the Axis three battleships,
three heavy cruisers, six light croisers, am
atrcraft carrier, nine destroyers, 14 sub-
marines and ten auxilizry crafr,

Adm. Fenard said that most of the
French ships which escaped the Nazis
were ““in good condition " in Dakar,
Casablanca and Alexandria, He said
that two French warships, the Georges
Leygues and the Gloire, were already in
dchon against the Axis.

Three of 14 submarines left in ihe
French novy, he said, escaped scotilinge
it Toulon.

|
\

forces operating against enemy ficlds.

American as well a5 RAF airdromes

are among the objects of attack by the
Home Guardsmen, who are using cvery
possible stratagem to * take " the fields.
One Guardsman dressed himself in an
American officer’s uniform and  gained
admittantes Lo an aitheld operations room.
He was there ten minutes before he was
dizcovered and held.
- At one field, American aiemen, firing
blanks from the machine-guns in the
planes on the runways and dispersal areas,
repelied an attack by 700 Guardsmen.

Dressed in battledress and with planes
covering them from above, the field per-
sonnel halted all attempts by the Guards-
men o break through, wing them a
complete  victory  against  the mock
attack.

The defense of the airdrome was
planned by Maj. Micholas Cameron, of
Princeton, N.J. A fronta] patrol directed
by Capt, Lewis H, Webb Ir., of MNarth
Hollywood, Cal., sichted the ** enemy ™
far ahead of the front lines, giving the
field force time to prepare their defenses,

Other members of the patrol were
T/ 5gt. Dave Clough, of Hazelion, Idaho :

f8gt,  “ Pancho ™  Villa, of Los
Angeles; 5/5gt. Jim  Hofstetter, of
Mashville, Tenn.; T/5gt. Harry Powell,
of 5t Louis, Mo, and Cpl. Vic Kleiber,
of Chicago.

FW190 Now In Russin
The new German ﬁghl:rcpfnne. FW %0,
recenlly appeared on the Central Russian
frant, Moscow radio reported last night.
A one-scater, single-engine monoplane,

its maximum speed is 375 miles an hoor
and its ceiling approximately 3%,000 feet,

Handful of Yanks, Few French

Held 10,000 Miles of Tunisia

The story of & handful of American
paratroops, a few ill-armed French, some
British Engineers and a small LIS, anti-
tank outfit who held 10000 sgquare miles
of Tunisia for three months wes told
in London  yesterday by Edson D,
Raff, the 35-year-old colonel who para-
chured himself into a  Silver Siar, the
French Legion of Honor and the title of
this war's ** Lawrence of the Deserl.”

Just back from Africa, the deeply
tanned colonel told how his small Allied
unit waged frec-wheeling warfare against
the Germans, who appuarently never
learned what real strength held them
out of the great triangle berween Tebessa,
Faid and Tozeur.

Afler makinf the longest parachute
troop jump ol 1500 miles 10 Oran, Raff's
men quickly strock down to Tebessa 1o
hold the airfield there,

When the enemy failed (o maike a hid
for Tebegsa, Col. Roff  led his ex-
peditionary force to Gafsa with
apposition,

After holding it a short time, he ordered
a withdrawal to Tebessa. More accurafe

§39]

information on the enemy’s strength was

pvailable when he repched there, so he
weni back the next day and cleaned up
the few Germans who had pushed into
Ciafsa, -

Informed by the French that a
tank column was headed fowards Gufsa

A

Apsorfated. Préiy Fhota
Col. Edson D). Raff

from Gabes, he wen! out to meel them,
fearning on way that another tank column

(Cantimeed an page 4)
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ﬁ.S.a'I_'roops
On Mountain Lines:

Mareth Battle Near

Dig In

*Mark VI Very Slow,
Can Be Knocked Out’

DETROIT, Feb. 1% (UP}—"" Ger-
many’s Mark VI tank is wvery slow
and ponderous~and it should be easy
o out-maneuver and knock out,” de-
clared. Lt.. Gen. Devers, U.S.
armored forces chief who recently
returnad [rom Tunisk,

* They are alse vulnerable 1o (he
L5, 75-mm; guns,” he added.

* The Germans are bound to lose
Tunisia unless they knock out five of
our tanks for every one of their own,
and they're not doing that," he snid.

1 did not find a single man on the
front who did not think we conld beat
the Germans with the eqguipment we

have. Their morale is splendid.”

24 Nazi Fighter
Planes Toll in
Two U.S. Raids

RAF Hits Wilhelmshaven,
German Transport in

Heavy Attacks

American bomber crews have shot down
24 confirmied  German - fighters during
their last two missions against Nazi targets
in Europe, it was announced Iast night
by Headguarters, Eighth Air Force, The
raids referred (o were the missions (o
Dunkirk on last Monday and (o 35t
Maozaire the following day.

Liberators, operating alone for the first
time, hit Dunkirk shipping and docks
Monday with a loss of two bombers for
four fighters shot down.

Fortresses and Liberators fteamed up
Tuesday to hit the sub pens ar 5t
Mazaire, and destroyed 20 enemy fighters
while losing a total of six bombers.

In a raid on Wilhelmshaven and in
Fighter and Coastal Command  sorties
agninst the Continent and shipping Thurs-

While the RAF's bombers were ‘over
Germany itsell, aircraft of Fighter and
Coastal commands were attacking frans-
port and communications in France and
Belgium and off the Dutch coast, Four
bambers, two fighters and one plane af
Coastal Command were reported missing
from the might’s attacks, 7

High cxplosives and incendiaries were
dropped on Wilhélmshaven in what the
Air Ministry characterized as a * heavy
attack.” The Germans' radio, confirming
the attack on Wilhelmshaven, claimed
nine planes were shot down.

New Attack Technigue ?

Meanwhile, what might be a new
technigue in the Luftwafie’s efforis 1o
counter the devastating daylight precision
raids by American heavy bombers was
noted in the stories of the crew of the
““ gad Sack,” a BI7 which took part im
the last raid on Germany.

Ist Lt George Stallman, of San Jose,
Cal.. the pilot, said that in the last raid
on Germany, the pilot of a MNazi twin-
engined Juld tried to fly his ship into the
tail of the Fortress.

The JuB8 weaved back and forth,
apparently trying Lo maneuver so that one
of its propellers could chew into the tail
assembly of the Fortress, sending it down
out ol control, :

Sgt. Robert €. Graggen, 19, tail gunner
from Seattle, had the answer to the
maneuver, howeyer,

* Weld had plenty af attacks,” Graggen
gaid, * and I supposed he thought we
were oul of ammundiion.'

With the lelt waist gunner, Graggen
poured a steady fire of .50 galiber bullets
into  the Jufk, which flew evenly for
several seconds, apparently with a-dead

ilot at the controls, and then Lell off
i flames,

The crewmen were convinced the Juld
had tried to *f chew up ' the Fortress ail
nssembly,

3,583 Americans Killed
Sinee 1.S. Entered War

WASHINGTON, Feh, 19 fAI"}I—SGcr:-
fary of War Henry L. Stimson sad foday
that U.5. army casualties in the war to
date, exclusive of the past four days in
Tunisin, were 3,583 Killed, 6,509 woundexd,

25,684 missing. and 6,132 prisoners,

day night seven RAF planes were lost.

Stragglers Returning
From Battle Scene
Cut Casualties

American armored [orees stabilized
a new line vesierday on the Tunisian
mountaing near the Algerian frontier,
while” Rommel's drive slackened to
mere skirmishing.

Straggling  units of American
troops, fighting their way back [rom
behind the German lines to American
outposts in the mountaing east of
Tebessa, lessened the first reports of
Allied losses, but all accounts from the
front agreed that American armored for-
mations in the four-day baltle against
Rommel had suffered a severe defeat and
the loss of 4,000 square miles of territory.

Reports from Axis soprces said that
American and British troops from  the

relicve pressure on the battle-weary LS.
armored troops, but there was no con-
firmation from Allied sources.

Mareth Outpost Taken

To the east, meanwhile, the Eighth
Army  captured  Foum  Tatmhouine,
conthernmost outpost of the Mareth Line,
and swung north for a flank assault on
the main Axis fortifications in southern
Tunisia and for possible early relicf of the
Americans farther north.

Axis radios said, in fact, the attack
was already under way up and down the
Mareth Line, but British confirmation
was lacking.  The Eighth Army was re-
ported magsing powerfol armored forces;
however, and there was little doubt a
grand-scale assault soon will be forth-
comilig.

From Tatahouine, it is 30 miles due
south to Madenine, another Mareth out-
post which the British reached Thursday,
but have not yet annoupced as cccupied.
Yesterdoy's Cairo communiguee  men-
tioned artillery  dueling there..  From
Medenine the British have 25 miles
mare 1o go (o reach the heart of the Axis
defenses, J

Prevented Big Break-Through

In the mountain lines below Tebessa,
American soldiers, fighting mad and eager
to hurl themsclves at the encmy in a
retarn boul as soon as their commanders
said the word, pave the first details of
the four-day battle.

Tank, artillery and infantry forces held
the Germuns [rom 3 major break-through
in the area of the three towns on the
railway 1o Sousse—Sheitla, Kasserine and
Feriana.  Then, finding their positions
untenable, they withdrew without signs
of panic. still engaging the encmy.

At Sbeitla the withdrawal went on
calmly in spite of a severe shelling by the
Germans in the night and a futile two-
hour push by tonk [orces to seize the
town. Thousands of LS. troops safely
matde the evacuation into the hills, last
among them a company of light tanks
left to guard their rear. Their guns were
still warm from a successful . delaying
engagement with a  German  armored
column.

Americans in Algeria ?

Authoritative American and  British
sources declined vesterday to speculate on
the positions taken op by (he Americans
who fell back under the onslaught of
Rommel’s veleran panzers.  Some com-
petent observers, however, said the repart
that they had withdrawn fo the moun-
taing below Tebessa probably meant they
were just inside Algeria,

Tebessa is in Algeria about ten miles
from the Tunisian border. There are
mountaing o the  southeast  inside
Algerin i 1o the east are mountzing on
both sides of the border,

To the north of the American positions,
French froops have repulsed German

(Continued on page 4)

U.-S. Air Ace in Pacifie
Has Downed 26 Planes

WASHINGTON, Feb. 19 (UP—
Capt, Joseph Foss, of Sioux Fulls,
5.D., is believed to be the United
States” leading air fce.

He 15 credited with destroying 26
enemy planes, ong more than Eddie
Rickénbacker, hero of World War [,
destroved.

When Secretary’ of Navy Frank
Knox recently wisited Guadalewnal,
he wis met 100 miles off-shore by an
escort ol fighter plines led by Capt,
Foss,

Allied First Army were movng south to
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Daily Mewspaper of the U5 Armed Fooos |
in- the Buropean Theater of Ope {
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The Game Is Called

February, 1918, found the American
soldiers in France in an optimistic mood,
ready to parade right through Germany
inte Berlin and worried for fear the war
would be over before they ‘saw action.

Febroary, 1943, our troops in Morth
Adrica, successfully landed with light
casualties after brief operations sgainst
poorly equipped troops, These men were
better trained and equipped than the boys
i the AEF ; but like those who fought
i France they lncked baltle expericnce.

Mow our troops in Southern Tunisia
are heginning to learn to fight the hard
way which is the only way vou

can ever learn to fight a war, Crack
German  troops, supperted by heavy
armor  and dive-bombers.  have

administered a pretty heavy punch 1o
our I Joes in their initisl battle. Our
lightly held bases were outflunked and
overrun. Gafsa and Sbeitln were tuken
from wus. Counter-atiacks have only
slowed the German thrust,

On March 29, 1918, the great Gernian
offenzive  in  Morthern France was
inunched. It won back in days, almost
in hours, territory for which British and
French troops had battled vard by yard

for vears to free. The gigantic Amiens |

salient bellied out threatening Paris, and
Big Bertha began lo shell the capital city,
A black clond of gloom hung aver Allied
headguarters.

, The German drive in 1918 was
launched to win the war. 1L was carefully

Heesh (Tartes

The boys of an Army Postal unit
tespectiully swbmit the name of Cpl.
Joseph Sullivan as the No. 1 Chow Hound
of the U.5. Army—he even asks for
seconds on spam |

i S
~ Veronica Lake's peckaboo hair style
is still causing a storm of controversy
back in the Siates, This time the War

Production Board is protesting that the
* long hair aver one eye " style is being
imitated by (00 many women war workers,
ciusing  uwnnecessary accident  hazard.
Patriotic Veronica, asked to abandon the
hair-do, said, * 1 was making my first
movie test—as a drunk—that hank of
hair came down over one cye and my
agenls insisted that I leave it that way.
Since then I've been worrying with it
and stumbling through life. It's not anly
a plessure to comply with the govern-
ment's request—it’s a relief
* * #
A CO of a military police company is
a litile upset by a recent 5. and S. artitle,
headed * FDR. Cabinet Members Ate
Typical Army Meal.” The menu was
very good, comments the CO, bot where,
ol where, can 1 pet the flounder, roast
chicken and fig pudding included in the
© typical army grub ™ Just change the |
lubels on your spam cans is about all we
can sugpest pt_the momen:. Or, for |
flounder, -tell the boys that “ goat ™ is |
“deep sea ¥ mutton. :
Ed & *
There would have been some amazed

patienis in hospitals over here il some-
one hadn’t caught en-error msde by a

planned; buat it was a drive of dﬂspﬁmvi

tion. The present drive in Tunisia is also

’.a desperate drive forward, designet! to
give the Germans elbow room. They ne:n'||
freedom o maneever; so that they can
protect themselves against the danger of
being cut in two by an Allied thrust o
the coast.

The success of the present German
attack in Marth Africa has not made our
future task an epsier one; but we have
thousands of men there, ready and_wcﬂ
equipped.  They need baitle cxperience
and they are guining this  rapidiv.
Ultimately their ‘weight will be felt cven
as the mass of the Red Army i now
making fsell felt on the eastern front.

To clear Africa may take longer than
we had hoped, and the cost in blood may
be heavy 7 but there seems to be no reason
to doubt that sooner or later the job will
be done . and permanently.

Japanese Finance

The MNetherlands East Indics have now
been definitely included in the yen block.
This fact wis recently announced in Tokyo
when regnfations defining the relutionship
of the ven and the Wetherlands East

Indies guilder in Java came into Torce !

on Fcb. 2, 1943,

The new yen-guilder rate is on parity
lewel, which means that one yen is pow
wortll 100 cents as apainst 44 cents, its
valoe before the war. This new rate, of
course, haz been fixed in the mteresis
of cheaper Japanese imports from the
Metherlands East Indies.

In this connection, a Japanese claim
that the first consignment of cotion from

the Metherlands East Indies had arrived
in Japan can be mentioned. Cotton, which

before the war was mainly imporied from |

British India and America, is ong of the
gommaoditics which Japan plans o grow
on.a farge scale in the Duich East Indies.

Japen badly nocds this raw material for
2 vast (extile industry and in the copduct
of the present war, It is Japan’s inlention
to plant it, instead of other agricultural
products, partigufarly rubber, in  the
former Dutch possessions,

This picture of juggled finance and agri-
colture, mives some jdea of the position
in which each conguered pation will find
jiself pnder the *' Benevolent rule ™ of
Japan. As can be plainly seen from
# Example NMumber One,” each country
will be redrganized to fit into the Japanese
“ Co-prosperity Sphere'™ at a loss of 56
per cent of the conquered nation’s former
INCCINE.

| weapons was infinitely smaller than has

[ if that, is actually fighting in the [ront

soldier’s toothbrush fo road bridges, had
to be shipped here.
from Algiers to the front is roughly the
distance from London to Berlin.

Success of Landings
Stepped Up Plans,
Reporter Says

W har has happened in Tunisia 7 Huave
the Allied plans gene wrong 7 Or, as
Secretary of War Srimson said Thursday,
was the setback relly 1o be expected 1

Alitnt Moorehend, London Daily Express
carrespondent af the front, yesterday gave
orie of fhe most comprefiensive @uavers
vei offered o those widely asked
questions. In New York when the expedi-
tian began, in London when the Tunisia
drive slowed down, and sinee then qf the
front, Moorehead has had o chance 10
compare the opinions of the jolks at home
with the acriol sftuation,

Tunisia, fe savs, fs the half-way point,
The Africa situation is in hand, the fate
af the Axis there iy sealed, but seill the
fight fer Tumnisia iz necessary simply
because the Allies were 5o far ahead of
sehedule back in November that they
decided to race the Axiy for conirol of
Tunis and Bizerta. His article, condensed,
follows,

By Alan Moorehead

Daily Express War Correspondent

To begin with, T am convinced the
public was altogether misinformed about
the size and hitting power of the Allied
army that arrived here in Movember. The
number of fighting troops and combat

been revealed. v

In London they thought of armies ; here
they fought with battalions. While they
talked in Mew York of tens of thousands
of men and hundreds of tanks, the battle
in Tunisia was being decided againgt vs
by the mere absence of a few hundreds
af men, and perhaps a score of guns and
tanks.

Is it realized that in an operation of
this kind only tén per cent of an army,

line ?
The reason is that everything, from the

Then the distance

What Happ

i |k

ened 1

communications and ran into the un-
known emply land ahead.

RAF fighters were put down on air-
fields before ground treops arrived,

Odd little groups of Allied soldiers
were 21l over, picking up food and shelter
where they could, fighting their own
private. skirmishes, each man agog with
the idea of petting into Tuonis first.
There were no German  iroops in
Tunisia at the time of our landing, nor
werg there any in Algeria and Morocco.
There existed only armistice commissions
and political agents,

Ahead of the Plan

Only in mid-November did the Ger-
muans begin to arrive in number—just a
few thousands—by air.

The gamble was succeeding mag-

i

Huddled in foxholes on the side of & Tunisian hill, Pvi. Ro
of Leicester, N.Y. (nearest camera), and Pvt. Henry Bowles,

Look what happened. (I don't think

nificently. We were one-third of the way
into Tunisia before we had our first skir-

tech. sergeant connecied with a dispen- |
sary. Acting as supply sergeant, he was
new 10 the job and to medical termin-
ology. Came time to put in @ requisition
for clinical thermomelers (the kind you
take a puy’s temperature with)y and the |
sergeant siarted swenting over the medical
catilogues,  Finally he emerged trium-
phant and typed out hiz order. The
dispensary soon received n number of
boxes containing WALL thermometers.

J. C.W.

the story has ever been clearly told vet.)

We never intended to take Tunis in
Movember, But the U-boats were so lax,
the landings so successful, the French so
compliant, that the Allies decided to ex-
pand their gamble.

They rushed into Tunisia, Every avail-
able man and vehicle was flung down
that mountainous 500-mile road from
Alpiers to the front.

The further they went the fewer became
the men and guns at the front, But Gen.
Anderson decided lo continue the gamble.

In high spirits a few battalions, in-
cluding  paratroops, outdistanced  their

| Altention please! Attention please!
There will be a Mickey Mouse
Film shown al nineleen <
hundred hours Lonight

i =.’_-".:|rlf‘|:'_!| (A0

=i }h =
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mishes with the Germans. We over-
whelmed them and pushed on.

12 Miles from Tunis
Things were getting a little  tougher.
Bone harbor was being heavily bombed
and we began to lose shipping. Nazi
tanks arrived in Tunis.

As the last Movember days ran oot the
British swarmed inte Tebourba and
beyond, Twelve miles off—just 12 miles
—Tunis lay in view. The great crisis of
the gamble ‘had arrived,
- This was the lost throw of the game.
It went against us—not because of luck,
o mismanagement, or lack of courapge,
but through plain mathematical logic.
Rain fell in the north. Rain always
falls at that time of the yvesr—indeed, we
had been lorlunate it had held off so
long. S0 our lanks bogeed.,
The Germans on their side already out-
numbered us and were peiting in more
reinforcements,
The same thing happened the other way
abaut in the desert at Alamein after the
fall of Tobruk last summer. Tt hap-
pened on a larger scale when Japan fal-
tered in the Far East, and when the
I:I:;r;mns first receiled from Moscow in
Th:f'c comes a point when an offensive
army is unable to tip the scales that liitle
extra bit. We reached (hat point at

Tebourba jn the first wet d
December. i
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n North Africad

e

Frried  Fleig
Robert Wellon,
af Russell-

ville, Ala., peer down the valley on the alert for any Axis intruders.

We lost Tebourba. Mud spread every-
where. Sull we kept (rying.

We sent on one battalion here; another
there. Used singly they were never strong
enough. It seemed that we were unable
to bunch together what forces we had for
one concerted drive.

For a long time this business of hacl
and thrust and give ground went on up
and down the line, and we took casunltics
in many lost couses. Rommel did the
same at Alamein.

Formidable Enemy

Mow, in February, Rommel has not
only made a8 very able retreat, buot his
jurction with von Arnim hies been con-
siderably helped by the widening of the
conslal corridor and consequent losses
by the American forces.

It is a formidable [orce the Germans
have in Tunisia now, and it is increasing
daily. lts morale may nat be high, but
armits arc geared 1o fighi., At this
minute there iz o tremendous fever of
regrouping and re-equipping soing on
behind the German Jines.

We now have a fermidable force, too.
é&}' by day 1 have been watching it grow
until it is beginning to lake proporiions
which the public probably thought exisied
at the start of the campaign.

The period when just o few hundred
men would have made all the difference
i5 gone forever,

Lessons Under Fire

Do not write off the last two months’
campaigning a5 a complefe loss. An in-
estimably good thing has happened. This
army for the first time has po experience
under fire.  All the training in the world
could not have replaced this.

{l has been astonishing to see how
quickly young Americans develop into
veterans, 1 have seen Tommies park their
vehicles bumper to tailboard on the road,
After p bombing they never again fail to
disperse and cdmouflage their vehicles.

It has been good to see units of the
FWI“C" Army gradually regain their price,
their siature and their vigor as the life-

bload of new Allied weapons fows in 1o
them,

. In preat
CUTOpE is i_'h:i'ng I-U“E.h[
fields of Tunisia;

s
part the coming battle of
in the training

Sports
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Horrors of Peace
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Bomber

Ross Lauded
For Feats On

Guadalcanal

FunnE:l'aniug Champiuu]

Unable to Be Present
At Seribes Dinner

NEW YORK, Feb.

. 19— . "
tives of the Army, MNayvy A Representa-

and 250 fisht fans awend
dinner of the NMew York
Associalion in a iribute 1o
Barney Ross, ex-lightweight and welg
weight champion who becan

Gundaicanal on MNov, 19 wl:ﬁ:a aoe

» Marine Cor
s
cd the annual
Boxing Writers
Marine Cpl.

Er=
O

Zuarding

three wounded comrades in g foxhole
1

killing 22 Japs in the

Rosz is recoverd
Pacific. Zone hosp
Harvey L. Miller,

Process.,

memorial plagque.

boninge o 1942,

Former MNew  York Mavor
Walker's silver

il most clear why

Foss
plague.

deserved

fiown here for dinner.

this
fighting is." ™

An American Gentleman

Miller revealed that Ross wasn't

good health when he volumteered for pat-
ral duty on that {ateful Movember night.
“His company commamder=had forbid-
Barney bepged and in-

den him to go.

ng from malaria in a
ital o I:iim'im: Col.
j h cx-president of

Mational Boxing Association, accep‘:cdl-:i;:
Barnev's behalf the Edward ). O'Neill

The writers aw;
the plague to Ross for doing the mn-:ﬁ'gdr

o : Jimmy
Jlongue rang the bell as
wsial, but plain-speaking Miller made
the
Miller said, “"Ross was asked
by the dfaringe Corps if he wanted 10 be
or Barney's
answer was, 11l stay here where the

,4

‘_\_\_\_‘_‘—|_
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Here’s g Dodger Fan
On the Inside Track

—

= NEW YORK, Feh, 19—The Asso-
lated l’r::gs swears it happened

w-ﬂ vociferous female Dodger fan
“;::;Chmg an If'.bbels Field game !Ias;
-Shemf‘:r. angrily razzed (he umpire.
am::e?h:“ﬂm‘mm personal details

; umpire: unk

neighboring fans, R e
; l‘.:.'mc n}‘ her fellow fans admiringly
asked, ““How come you know all
those things 7 »

The girl replied, Mister, that dope

n

sisted until finally he gol the green light.”

Walker said, * Barney knocked out 22
Japs for keeps ihat night on Guadalcanal.
Well, that's no more of a setup than he
ever asked for in his entire fighting
career.

* Ross’ greatest title is that he is an
American gentleman, in or out of umi=
form.” Addressing Miller, Walker went
on, " Tell him how he's enhanced his
repirfation as a great fighter and sporis-
man. He knew how to hit the dirt at
Guadaleanal, but he's been on the Hpoor
before.  If the day comes when he does
not get up—God forbid—we'll know that
he's out etermally.”

Miller later left Barney’s trophy with

is my husband and | know when he's
wrong,"

Officials Want
Racing in 43
Turef Mdga_ Say Sport

Has Reereational
Value

_NEW YORK, Feb. 19—The board of
directors of the Thoroughbred Racing
Agsociation, representing 33 member
tracks, have announced that there will
be racing in 1943, bul it will be restricted.

The board’s statement reads: * Racing
has continved in England, Australia and
other waring countries, The war shouldn't
be used here as an excose to altack racing.
Racing can continue to operate as a re-
creationsl sport, fulfilling its obligations
to the breeders and owners within the
already imposed war-time restrictions.
Rgci:}g has no intention of doing other-
wise.'"

However, the directors protested wha

placed on an egual plane with any othe
large busingss, The directors pointed oo
that in every state where racing 15 con
ducted the state is a turf partner and tha

consideration as other businesses.

tions are impossd on racing.
pressed the turl's willingness to send its
leaders to confer with poblic officials
whose duties may encompass the turf, but

Marine Commandant Li. Gen. Thomas
Holeomb in accordance with Barney's re-

guest.

Miller also received. on Barmex's be-
half, a silver medal presented by Max
Fleischer, publisher of The Ring maga-

Zine.

may be unfamiliar with racing complexi-
tics.

Transportation 15 the major problem
confronting the tracks. Motorists have
been forbidden to drive to Eastern Lracks
and the Government does not allow the
operation of special trains 1o the tracks.

NEWS FROM HOME

Three Million to Be Mobilized
ToMeet Farm Labor Shortage

WASHINGTOM, Feb.
ford Townsend, U.5. Director
Production, said in
cast last night that the
to mobilize an army of
the manpower shoriage In

* The respurces 0
LS, are mo

19—Mr, Chf-
of Food
4 nation-wide broad-
government_ plans
3,000,000 .r.m]iar[
5 » country (O mes
workers throughout the © agric{:llurc.
f the people of the
bilized through the govern-
ment farim services 1o stand squarely be-

has inside information. It turned down a
15-month lease on the Civilian Defense
Headguarters building and accepted only
a three-month lease, saying it would have
no use for it after that period,

Doty Gets a Whistle

1LO5 ANGELES, Feb. 19 (UP)—
Dorothy Lamour has been presented with

Ipporl
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Fighters Open Air Force Bouls

Gehringer Now <Slugs’ for the Navy

they termed anti-turl discrimination and
demanded that the $160,000 industry be

fact alone entitles the sport o the same

They alse said that they believed that
they are entitled to hearings by povern-
ment agencies before any special restric-
They ex-

L

Reysione Faeio

Lt. Charles Gehringer, former Detroit ball player, now in the U.5. Mavy,

leans on a wall decorated with photos of his baseball days when he played

second base for the Tigers studying a U.S. map as if he wants 1o stay as
near as he can to baseball,

r
1

return il offered the Dodger managership,

Camilli’s Status as a Dodger
| Has Flatbush Faithful Dizzy

NEW YORK, Feb. 19—Brooklyn Dodger fans® heads are whirling from
conflicting reports emanating from Lawtonville, Cal,, where Dolph Camilli,
Dedger first baseman, runs a 1,720-acre ranch.

Both the United Press and International News Service quoted Camilli as
saying he intends to become a [erry pilot and definitely is quitting baseball,
while the Associated Press has reported that Camilli might be induced to

To increase the confusion, Dodpers

prexy Branch Rickey his announced that

his 3,000-mile cross country trip o Cali-
fornia was ** merely a social call.”" Rickey
said that he had no intention of rying
to change Camilli's mind if the first base-
man insists on leaving the game.

The United Press Anterngtional Mews
reports said that Camilli, who is a
licensed pilot, said that he would continuee
1o rag the ranch if -he was unable to enter
the 1.5, Army Ferry Command. Both
reported that Camilli said that he would
not return o Brooklyn under any con-
ditions.

To Fly or Not to Fly

However, the Associated Press reported
that Camilli had made an appointmeni
with Rickey in San Francisce and quated
Dolph as saying that he'd * listen to any
propositionz,” including the offer of the
Dodger; managership. When the AP
asked Camilli if he would be interested
in succeeding Leo Durocher, who's about
to be inducted, Camilli said the * affer

|Repair Fives

Win 3 Games

AN AIR DEPOT STATION, Feb. 19

—Four more good games were plaved in

the — Air Depot Group league this week.

Team B, Repair, was triumphant over

Team E, Headguarters, by a 32—135 score
in the first game, :
The second game developed into o de-

fensive  battle with a 2—2 first quarier
But Team D, Head-
third
guarter rally 1o win from Team C. Supply,

and a 7—5 half.

quarters, took atvantage of a

17—8

After failing to score the first guarter,

Team H, Repair, came back to lead, 8—7,
at the half-time, and win handily {rom

Team D, Supply, by a score of 24—11, |

Sgt, David Sullivan, of the victors, and
Pvt, William Scott, of the losers, both

Tonight’s Tilts
First of Three
Boxing Shows

Rainbow Corner Program
Starts at 7.30;
3 Defaults

By Mark E. Senigo
Stars and Siripes Sports Edivor

Tt will be Air Force night tonight at
the Rainbow Corner when the first group
of boxers start swinging leather in the
start of the semi-finals of the Eighth Air
Force boxing tournament.

The culmination of two months of
eliminations among more  than 1,000
fighters, lonight's show will pit Bomber
Command winners ageinst the victors in
the Air Support Command preliminaries.
The successful scrappers tomight  will
qualify for the final round two weeks from
now in the same ring.

Three Air Support Command men have
already reached the finals because of
defaults on the part of Bomber Command,
which has entered men in only five of
the eight weights,

Senior Welterweight a Tossup

Top favorite tanight will be Cpl. Harold
Raskin, of Chicago, 190, Air Support’s
cntry in the heavyweight class. Raskin
has been wrappiog the tape round his
mitts for two years, and he was cnlered
in the Chicage Golden Gloves, His oppo-
nent will be 5/Sgt. Louis Kilmer, of
Alma, Okla., 190,

It will be a tossup fight in the senior

welterweight contest with Bomber Com-
mand eniering Sgt. Charles Sanza, of
Philadelphia, 154. Sanza, who fought
professionally, has appeared on one Siars
and Stripes ring show, getting a draw. He
will go in against a  three-year fistic
veteran, Sgt. John Ruth, also of Phila-
delphia, 147.
Another Stars and Stripes boxer, Ple
| Peter Lombardi, of MNew York, 133,
should make a pood showing apainst Pfo
Edward Kravitz, of Philadelphia, 131,
Lombardi, representing Bomber Come-
mand, scored a second-round technical
knockout in his first appearance at the
Rainbow Corner (wo and a half weeks
ago,

First Come, First Served

The last two bouts of the eliminations
are tossups because of the relative inex-
perience of.the fighters. In the middle-
weizht class, 5/5gt. Al Roberis, of
Waverley, lowa, 163, will represent
Bomber Command, while Pfc Brammell
Greeson, of Detroit, 165, will punch for
Air Support. The light-heavies will be
Pfc 0. Choati, of Pecan Island, 165,
Bamber Command, against Sgt, Charles
Rose, of Detroit, 173, Air Support.
Admizsion to the fights, as with the
Stars and Stripes bouts, is free. Two
blecks of 50 seats, one for Bomber Com-
mand and one for Air Support, will be
reserved, The rest are dealt oul on a
first-come, first-served basis. The first
scrap starts at 7,30,
Tonight's officisls will be the same as
for the weekly Tuesday night contests:
lRi:furu::—Muj. Richards Vidmer; judges
—Lt. Herbert * Baby 7 Stribling and
Capt. Edward Corcoran; limekeeper—
Col. Theodore Arter; attending physician
—Capt. John Cocke.
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Air Offensive

On Jap Basés

CatalinasScoreDirect Hits
On Airveraft.Start Fives
In Fuel Tanks

ALLIER HOQ, Southwest Pacific, Feb,
19 (LIP)—Allied aireraft kept up, their
affensive vesterday against Japanese bases
and positons, The main attack was made
on the Jap airport nt Kahili, on Buin,
where Catalifin's bonths scored direct hits
an enemy. afrcraft and fuel tanks.

Incendinries. cansed fires which were
visible for over 50 miles, while the flames
rose as high as 300 feet, The Jap’s ground
forces put op sifl resistance, but despite
this-all Gor aircralt retorned. )

Heuvy Aldlied units bombed oiber air-
ports ai Modung, New Guinca, and at
Finschafen. Long-range fighters also

carried out sweeps along the waterfront |

areas nt Madang and destroved cnemy
shipping. i

T?‘Iptht aarthweslern sector, at Dilli, in
Timor, Allied medium bombers ottacked
an cnemy cruiser in the harbor, and vere
intercepted by five Zero-iype fighters, Lwo
of which were shot down in o running
fight of more than 100 miles, We lost
one plane.

Sirafe Enemy Ship

AL Cape Orford, New Brilain, an Allied
unit bombed an enemy cargo vessel off
tle cosst, Al Rein Bay one ol our re-
connaissance units bombed and sirafed
a 5,000-ton enemy cargo ship.

At Lae, Allied planes in a  conasial
sweep  bombed and attacked tarpets
wherever the opportunity occurred. Al
Wau-Mubo our ground patrols are active
in the forward arcas. .

Japanese forces are still retreating in
the aren between Wau and Mubo, New
Guinen, according to the latest reporis.

"Allied forward patrols are stll main-
tining contact with the retreating enemy,
and earlier reports said that a further 40
enemy dead had been counted. r

The newly-formed TS, Sixth Army in
Australin, which includes only troops
alrendy in the southwest Pacific area, has
no special operational significance,  said
Lt (g?; Walter Krueger, Sixth Army
communder. §

“ This step was taken meiely to facili-
tate and ‘to rehder more flexibls our
adminisiration processes,” he added.

Japs Attack Near Burma Road

CHUNGKING, Feb, 19 (UP}—Ten
theusznd Jopanese troops, rushed from
their base at Lashio in Marthern Burma,
are attacking northward from Tengehomg
an the west hank of ihe Salwedn river,
near the Burma Road, according (o an
official apnouncement  in  Chungking
todoy,

On the southern const the Chinese are
contimuing to fesist at Tungming and
Luichow, harbor towns on Kwangchow-
maen Bay, where 10 lop gunbonts ame
helping the ¢nemy to land. £

ighiing: continnes i’ the western
Kisngsi, in northern  Hunan and the
pravince of Kwaniung.

Freund Succeeds Riggs

As Milestone Club Chief

TFlie new director of the American Red
Cross  Milestone Club is Robert F.
Freund, of Washington, it is announced.
He sucoesds David Riggs, of Los
Angeles, who was tmansferred o o Red
Cross club in Scotland.

Miss Dorothy Zimmerman, of Omaha,
Meb., i e club’s new assistant director,
Miiss Zimmerman was formerly stationed
i o clubin Soathern England.

Africa - - - -

(Contintied from page 1)

attacks, made by 30 tanks and an infan-
try colomp west of Hadjeb Eb Afotn,
French Headguarters announced. Severe
Tosses were inflicted on the cnemy.

Algiers radio, commenting on the situa-
tion in Tunisia st night, seid the Allied
High Command felt no anxiety and did
not think it likely that the Axis troops
would be able to penetrate in depth into
the rear of the Allied srmies. ;

Adlied land and air forces were nlact,
the radio said, adding that the situation
was well in hand and future operations
could be anficipated with confidence.

Germiun: tadio ¢laimed vesterday that
forwand units of German-ltalian detach-
menis ied reached the brink of the Aflas
Maoopntuins, southeast of Tebessa, after
crossing the radlway on whichh the
Americans bad evacuated the towns of
Sheitly, Ferjana and Kasserine.  These
mouniins range in height up to 4,000
feat:

The Cermans said they had dispersed
American  renrpuard formations. and
partly theown  them back inte  the
mountains,  Mearly 3000 prisoners and
[6% tanks were ceptured, Berlin claimed.
The booty also was swid to include 93
armored vehicles and o gréat quantity of
guns and material \ i

Oin the northern front in Tanisia yester-
day there were several dogfighls betwesn
RAF Spitfires and German fighters, in
which two Spits harried (o destruction
ane EW 190, while othérs were damaged
in p running fight in and out of the clouds.
The destruction of the FWI90 brought
the number of enemy aircraft destroyed
Lo siK.

Life

steel helmet held up by three tent

for U.S. Nurses on Tunisia Battlefront

pegs,

Flaret hotes

It's wash day in Tunisia for Alice Roth, of Swedesboro, N.J. (left), as she r_inses out a few ** things ™ ir_l her
Dressed in utility jumpers Veronica I, Eagler, of new York (right),
makes it a point to keep her locks shining at her hospital station on the side of a Tunisian hill,

Yankee Bluff

WoninTunisia

Paratroop Chief Describes
Desert Fighting in
North Africa

(Continued from page 1)
was striking from Sbeitla, trying cut
oft Gafsa,

They met the enemy force from Gabes,
knocked out six tanks 2nd drove ® back,
then made a duick reversal to intercept
tht second German ¢alumn, knocking out
eight tanks and sending it into refreat.

Then came a period of fantastic warfare,
when the litile Anglo-French-American
force would strike out swiltly at some
point, drive the Germans oot and then
turn the place over to the French infantry,
moving promptly back 1o base or
another attack, 50 that the enemy never
could learn where they were nor how
many they were.

Using. this device they saw plenty of
Tunisian scenery and managed Lo clean
ont their big triangle.

Nazi Glider Troops Nervy

He said the Germans were using para-
chutists in that area and glider-borne
troops. He said they were very ** nervy ™
pnd mentioned an instance when they
came over and destroyed a railread bridge
less than fen miles from his command
poast.

The 35-vear-old New York paratroop
colonel, who led into the battle of North
Africa the American parachite battalion
which trained in England, came back with
a message for the troops in training here.

“* The lessons being learned so. bifterly
now,' he said, reférring 1o the fighting
in Tunisia, * will be worth the price later
™

American and British troops in the
African battle all lscked battle experience
Caol, Raff suid,

Paratroopers Commissioned

He paid tribute to the conduct of his
men and said he promoted two of them
to the rank of second lieutenant, These
men were Sgr. Jack Pogue, of MNew
Mexico, who acted as his adjotant ; and
5/5gt. Alain Joseph, af New York, who
enrried on despite buller wounds in his
leg.

He also told how eight Germans
attempted Lo pass directly throngh Gafsa.
He said they walked up to the guard at
the city’s gate, said they were Americans.
The gtiard, Col. Ralf said, was suspicious
hecause the men were walking instead of
riding i a jeep, opened fire, killed one,
but the rest escaped on l:mE.

The zuard said the Americans alwiys
rode in jeeps.

IIVAAC Candidates Fib
On Ages, Sergeant Finds

KMOXVILLE, Tenn., Feb. 19 (AFP)
—The Army is having its troubles
with candidates for the WAACs, said
Staff Sgt. H. P. Ernest, of the recruit-
ing stalion, because * half the women
fib about their age,

* The other day 1 had one woman
applicant wha told me she was 33,
) but | doubt il she'll ever see 60 again.

If this keeps np we're going o make
them bring in their birth certificates.”™

‘Jam Session’
AtCheltenham

CHELTENHAM, Feb, 19—Saldiers,
anxious to exlibit their musical talents
are invited to take part in a * Jam Ses-
sion " at the American Red Cross Queen'’s
club here Sunday aflernoon.

Dancing claosses are held at the club
every Monday at 7.45 PM under direc-
tien of Pvt. John Calvano, of New York,
former instructor ab the Dale Dancing
Studios, assisted by Miss Jean Daugheriy,
| assistant program divector,

Arranzements for these parties are
handled by Miss Daugherty, assisied by
Set Jerry Mason, of Princeton, Ind, ; Miss
Rebecca Allen, of St Lowis, Mo, and
Miss Georgia Davidson, from Texas.

Dance at Hans Crescent
Tonight, Carnival Sunday

Tonight's dance at the American Red
Cross Hans Crescent Club at 7.30 PM will
fepture David Scoit’s swing band.  Leslie
Osmond, songsiress, will entertain during
the evening, followed by a cabarct show
at 1030,

Sunday night, * Casino Carnival ™ will
be staged at T o'clock. Fortune telling,
games and prizes are inclided on the pro-
gram, [loflowed by doncing to  Barney
Stockley’s band, :

Rainbow Club Changes
Dance to Sunday Night

A dance will be Teld tomorrow at the
Red Cross Rainbow Club between 7 and
10 PM with music by Bernard s Canadian
Swing Baml.

The dance; vspally held on Monday,
was moved up ong day because of the
Washington Binthday party on the 22nd,

A Y Juke Box Jarmmboree " will be held
at the club on Thursday [rom 3 to 530
PM, wilh Bingo in the basement at 7.30.

Retreating Men
‘Fighting Mad’
Withdre“?u{ler Fire

Without Panic After
Averting Big Break

(Continted from page 1)
left to feed a canary or enough fuel to

keep n ciparette lighter going.

“We don't like to move back, We
want o fight.  We can’t “win-the war
moving back, and we wint to get back at
them as scon as we are given the word.”
Evacuated with Higgins was ** Ser-
seant,” a five-month-old pup, which he
bought from a French family for one
dollar and has been through 38 Stuka
raids. o
No Panic

The withdrawal was orderly, without
signs of panic. It began two nights ago
and continued as American lank, artillery
and infantry Torces held the Germans
from a major break-through, then with-
drew  themselves, still engaging  the
enemy.

The removal at Sheitls. wenl on as
scheduled despite the fact that German
artillery shelled the town during the night
and their tanks made a Tutile two-hour
push beginning ot 2 AM (o ceize the town
under cover of darkness, By dawn they
still had a fight on their hands before
entering.

Al iliiwrl planes at Thelepte airfield.
long a sore spof to the Geérman ground
forces ns well as Mazi fliers, were safely
flown away and French-American forces
stationed at mearby Feriana marched into
the adjoining hills without hurry, leaving
o company of light tanks to goard the

LT,
* Hello, Keed ”

French pack trains wound slawly across
the plains, mules and men loaded with
equipment. As one French private, bent
almost double under his pack, passed a
group of American officers, he straight-
ened up, saluted smartly and gave them
the greeting with the only word of Ameri-
can he knew * Okay, hallo, Keed."

Last to come ouf was @ company of
light tanks with guns. still warm from a
successful delaying ensagement with a
German armored column,  Relays of
American planes operating in the gray
skies, where no Magzi aircrall were seen,
helped the little tank group to hold (he
Germans at bay until the last American
soldier left Feriana,

As the plucky Tittle tanks rolled up the
maountain through falling snow, several
French  soldiers saved by their stand
chieered and shouted at t11cmk amiling,
the tankmen waved back.

. The fingers of every soldier were parted
in the % signal of victory.

Blondie
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Nazis Tighten
DefensesWhere
Allies MayLand

Reports Indicate Intensive
Operations in Finland,
Balkans, Norway

The Germans ore tighteming their de-
fenses ot all constal points vulnerable (o
Allied landings, newest reports reaching
Londen yesterday [rom  inside Europe
said, according to the Associated Press.
The reports indicated intensive opera-
tions were tnking place in Morway, Fin-
land and the Balkans.

The Mazi high command were appa-
rently rushing preparations o defend
widely scattered areas against an Allicd
in vasion in the #pring. Three scparate
reports arrived declaring the Germans
were regrouping their northern armies
and withdrawing ordinary infantry from
the Pelsamo region of Finland, sending
them 1o southern MNorway. A -:Iln:-ulamn
of Alpine troops replaced two  divisions
taken from Pelsamo,

Comprehensive defense excrcises were
in progress in the Stavanger region of
Morway, where the civiliin population
were ordered to remain indoors at certain
periods of the doy under threats of arrest
and punishment. Large-scale  sham
battles are being fought.

Greek Blackout Restored

Blackout of the Greek coast has been
testored after nearly two years” absence.
It will affect an area 25 miles in depth
from every shore point.

Changes in allocation of troops in Fin-
land and Morway were interpreted by
military observers to indicate that the
Germans regard southern Morway as the
more likely spot of an Allied invasion
than the northern tip of Finland.

This coincides with persisient reports
that the Finns may sign a separale peace
with Russia. Finland has become more
of a liability than an asset 1o Germany,
particularly since the recent successful
Russian  offenszive, and her withdrawal
from the war would free a few German
divisions badly needed elsewhere, and
reliable sources believe Germany wouldn't
appose the move.

Ever since the Adana conference the
Balkans have been humming with diplo-
matic activity. 1t's believed that Turkey
and Russia will spon announce an ex-
tention of the Treaty of Friendship, and
it i understood from good authority
that the Turks and Bulgars have
entered into conversations on an undis-
closed topic.

BlindingSmoke
Defends Canal

.5, ARMY HQ, Panama Canal Zone,
Feh. 19 (AP}—A billowing blinding
curtain of dense smoke that can hide the
Panama Canal and vital areas in a few
minules has become the primary line of
defense here,

A new smokescreen has been under
development for months and is at present
reaching its maximum effectiveness, it is
now possible to disclose.

Witnessing & demonstration from a
hill-top, correspondents saw vital arens
of the canal bloited out by smoke a few
minuies alter alarm sirens had soonded.

Basides anti-aircraft guns and inter-
ceptor planes, the defenses also included
barrage balloons and nets. This zone was
recently described by Col. Frank Knox,
Secretary of the MNavy, a5 havine as per-
feet a defense against air attack as any-
where in the world,

Britain Begins Campaign
Against Venereal Disease

The British povernment  yeslerday
began an advertising campaign designed
to help control venercal diseases in
Britain, ~ The Ministry of Health pub-
lished an advertisement in daily popeis
under the caption, * Ten Plain  Facts
About Venereal Disenses.”

Alarmed at the recent disclosure +f a
70 per cent increase in = V.07 since the
outbreak of war, health' officials  said
yesterday's advertisement was the Segin-
ning of a campaign that would include
sex education in schools. The advertise-
ment, stating that 70,000 pew cases of
venereal disenses were occurring vearly,
officially brought the subject before
Britzin in print for the first time in
history,

Goal of 7,500,000 EM
By ’44. Not To Change

WASHINGTOM, Feb, 19 (UP}—The
zoal of 7,500,000 enlisted men, exclusive
of officers, for the American armed ser-
vices by the end of 1943 will not be
changed, President Roosevelt said today.

The proposed zoal for the number of
men under arms has been under heated
dispute in Congress, one faction insist-
g 1t s unnecessarily high.

Sojourners 10 Hold Dinner

y Mcmlwl‘ﬁl of Sojourners will hold an
informal dinner at 1.30° PM, Monday,
in_the Palm Room of the London
Base Command Officers’ Mess.  All
members are urged to bring one guest
cligible for membership, Sojourners are
now awailling a reply from ihe Washing-
ton Sojourners’ headquirters in regild o
assisting in club organization.
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