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New Gains

By Panzers
In Tunisia

e

Plunges 18 Miles

ALLIED HQ, North Africa,
Feb. 17 (APr—Rommel's .veleran
Panzers smashed their way to the
outskirts of Sbeitla and advanced
towards Feriang today in a renewal
of his all-out offensive against the
American forees in southern Tunisia.

The American counteratiack
which on Monday pushed Rommel’s
armor back six miles, faded vyester-
day under hegvy Tosses of men and
armored vehicles, The combined forces
of the German 21st and [Qth Panzer
Divisions, uvsing o number of hoge
Mark V1 ianks, as well as old salvaged
tanks T[rom Libya, pupched through the
American lines nearly 18 miles.

With the American tenore of Sbeitla
extremely uncertain, Rommel in three
tdays had moved the front 35 miles west
of the Faid Pass.

Withdrawal * No Surprise ’

One HO source summed up-the new
situation on the Tunisia front with the
remark, * Rommel’s go! himself a tre-
mendous amount of elbow roem and that

may be all that he wanted. The ﬁil‘l'll:‘l'l-l
muksl

cans are wpsing LS. mediom
in therr defensive aclion.

“Even c¢xpericnced troops can  be
overrun by a sudden heavy tank attack,
pnd ir is ol surprising that the Americans
had to withdraw because they held a long
line with only light tanks.”

Rommel's pains were won even while
noramor circulated behind the Allied lines |
in Tunisia that he was il and had re-|
wrned 1o Germany,
Force Headguarters were sceptical of this
report, considering that it mxay be an
Axis ** plant™

Americans Cat OfF

A pomber of American contingents
were cut off and izolated by the Germans
in the grep round Sidi Bou Zid and no
reporis had been received of them, bur
slrong hopes were expressed that they
would be able to rejein the main Ameri-
can force whose casumltics were heavy,

The latesi German advance  has
geriously jeopardized the British positions

about 13 miles north ef the Faid Pass on
the ridge of hills on the east side of the

Ousseltiz Valley, where their fank is now |

exposed.

A high officer at Allied headguarters |
said the Eighth Army was progressing af |

such a rate from the Tomisian border that
it should soon bring heavy pressure (o
bear on Romme!l and begin 1o restore this
sitpation. The new Allied line might pos-
sibly run along the hills west of Kassering
and Feriani.

Dive-bombing Slackens

German dive-bombing slackened  of
yesterday, but American planes continued
in close support of ther tmops in the
battle. Bosion bombers,  Spitlires  and
Adracobras-were reported to be desiroying
trucks, heavy goos, command cars ang
one machine-gun post,

One Gorman trock, two command
trucks and @ machine-gun Were put out
of action near Sidi Bou Zid by an Ameri-
can fighter formation. :

Bostons scored direct hits.on:six heavy
puns in the same area, and another
bomber formation struck af German
traffic northwest of Gafss on the roa
to Ferinnz, Although ten enemy planes
were sighted during the day by Americin
airorafl, not one came close enough for
combat. : : i

GmeAmerican plane Was missing from
all operations. RAF Bisley bombers
aftacked  iransport  near  Kairouun,
straddling the road junciion with bombs
at the moment when a convoy Was PAssing

and fanding snother stick of bombs by |

the side of g second column of vehicles,

Washington Undismayed
By Reverses in Tunisia

WASHINGTOMN, Feb, I7 (AP}—The
reverses suffered by the American forces
in central Tunisia produced little dismay
and no sorprise in military quarters n
Wiashingion.

The resction generally appeared (o be
that while the repulse was unfortunate,
il ligd been vispalized for some fime 55 8
likely possibility and would merely delay
the ontcome of the Tunisian campaign.

There were indications in reporis re-
ceived in Washington that the German
atlgck did not presage n mjor  drive
towand Algeria, bui was intended to gain
ethow room for the German forces in
Tumisia.

Sources at Allied |

d |

|ETO AirChief Urges
Round-the-clock
Offensive

The accumulating effect of davlight
precision’ bombing by American planes
and night-time saturation blows by RAF
is sireiching German fighter plane and
anti-aircraft defences to the limit, * and
they are already . . . badly overworked.”

Thus Maj. Gen. Ira €. Eaker, Com-
manding General of the Eighth Air Force,
vesterday described  the results of the
“ round-the<clock ™ bombing = patlern
which built up to a crescendo within the
last 72 hours in shattering teids by day
and mght on German submarine bases in
Europe.

Backed by photographic evidence of the
ruin blasted across Mazi sub bases and
plamts from Copenhagen to the Bay of
Biscay, Gen. Eaker declared for the
present USAAF-RAF pattern of raids in
o statement which marked six months of
American heavy bombing in the theater.

Four-to-One Fighting

Gen. Eoker's gtatement also revealed
Far the first time that American bombers
are shooting down more than four Nazi
fighters for every B24 or B17 lost.

The statement followed heavy air
blows against the enemy by British and
American planes, climaxed by the day-
Tight American attack Tuesday on SL
Mazaire and a RAF raid Tuesday night
on already battered Lorient,

Evidence that the day-and-night raids
are having an imporiant effect on ihe
Allted war against the Ul-boats was scen
in the terrific opposition put up over St
Mamire Tuesday by the Luftwaffe, which
claimed six U.S. bombers.

Returning U.S, airmen told of savage
gir battles with groups of as many as

75 Mazi fighters, ‘who [followed the
bombers half-way back across the
Channed, :

Such fighter strength, said Gen. Eaker,
without referring specifically o any single
misgion, is forcing the-enemy 1o Tmins
tain a4 large force of day fighters which
otherwise wonld be free to operate on the
Bussian {ronl. on the African front or
elsewhere against the Allied forces.”

Nazi Defensers Extended

* In-short.” he continued, ** the present
scheme—bombing  around  the clock—
keeps the enemy's fighter and anti-arr-
craft defenses extended 1o the limit, and
they are already stretched thin indeed
and badly overworked.”

Further sobstantiation of Gen. Eaker's
declaration that the day-and-night raids
were helping to cut down the Nagzis' air
power elsewhere was seen in the reports
al crews flying from one US. Liberator
siation who said that enemy pilots at Si.
| Mazaire were cléever veéterans, rather than
the green novices which have been
encountered in recent daylight raids.

There was no report yet available on

(Continued on page 4)

House Military Group
Would Defer Fathers

WASHINGTON, Feb. 17 (APl—In a
tace 1o forestall the War Manpower
Comniission's move to indwct mest of the
| tation’s young fathers into armed
i services thiz wear, the Military Affairs
{ Committee of the House of Representa-
| tives will scek final sction today on &
[hﬂ] o give futhers priority in delermens.
| The chairman predicied the commitlee
{ would approve the bill gquickly, and said
| he would press for prompt consideration
by the House.

D:_;-]Egh t Ea ids

Stretch Naz

in the European Theater

of Operations

Thursday, Feb. 18, 1943

Aisocidted Press Mo

Three hundred forty thousand pounds of high explosives, dropped in

precision daylight bombing by Eighth Air Force planes, send smoke and

flames up from the U-boat pens at St. Nazaire during the January raid

—the sort of attack advocated yesterday by Maj. Gen. Ira C. Eaker, U.S.
Air Force chief in the ETO.

FortFightsGoering Squadron;
One Lib Crew Gets Five Nazis

o By Andrew A. Rooney

Siars and Stripes Sl Writer

Five of the toughest Nazi fighters yet encountered shot down by the crew

of one Liberator.

) Three more, from {.'.facrigg's prize_squadron, blasted out of the sky by
Little Awdrey. u Flying Fortress which came through it all with 50 to 60

holes in her sifeamlined body. . .

N.Y. Archbishop
Calls on Franco

Spellman Will See Pope,
Possibly as U.S. Agent,
As Ciano Arrives

MADRID, Feb. 17 {(AP)}—Archbishop
Francis J. Spellman of New York, en
route to the Vatican City, yesterday
stopped here for a lengthy visit with Gen.
Franco, Spanish Chief of State, He was
scheduled to leave By plane today,

Archbishop Spellman, personal friend
of Pope Pius X1, is assumed in informed
American quarters to be foing to the
Vatican either as an vnofficial envoy of
the government Or. [0 cxpress American
Roman Catholic views on the war.

He probably conferred with high politi=
cal quaiters before leaving, and thus it is
presumed  he is making United States
views known to both Franco and the
Matican,

The archhishop’s visit to the Vatican
comes ab the same time as the appoint-
ment of Count Ciano, Mussolini’s son-
in-tawr  and former ITtajian Forei
Minister, as Italian Ambassador to the
Vatican.

| Four Distinguishied Flving Crosses, 200
Air Medals and 31 Oak Leal Clusters
hive been awarded (o combat crews of
| the Eighth Air Force, it was annoonced
| vesterday,

[t was the largest number of LS. deco-
rations ever announced al one time in
this theater.

Three of the DFCs were won by men of

by wave after wave of encmy fighters
over Europe to bring their batlered B24
kack 1o England,

When an enemy cennon shell struck 1st
Lt. Howard N, Young, of Berkeley, Cal,,
at the controls of his Liberatar, his right
| arm was almost severed, and Co-Pilot 2nd
Lt. Cleveland I). Hickman, of Albany,
Cal., was wounded seriously. Others of
the crow were hit by the same fire,

In spite of his injuries, nccording to
the citation  gccompanying Lt Yoong's
| DFC, he remained at his post and kept
| the ship in Formation until the bombing
| run was completed. :

After the bombing run, with the pline
| Wimnst unmansgeable, Li. Hickman and
the Bombardier, 2nd Lt, Anthany C.
Yenelnyage, of Kmngson, Pa., tock over,

ane Libersor crew who survived atiacks |

Four DFCs, 209 Air Medals,
21 Clusters for 8th Air Force

Yenelavage never had Aown u bomber
before.

He and the wounded Hickman kept the
plane in formation throughout the re-
mainder of the mission, according to their
citations, and ** saved the airplane from
complete destruction, and o all proba-
hility the lives of the crew,”

The Liberator reached England with the
bombardier at the controls and Lt. Hick-
man coaching him.

The other winner of a DFC was Ist Li.
Thomas A. Stricker, of Kiron, lowa, co-
pilot of a Flying Fortress, which was
blasted by fak and fighter fire on the way
fo the target in Evrope, over the area and
on the way home.

An exploding cannon shell feft the pilol
unconscious early during the witacks, and
enemy fire put six of the ten men ol
the crew out of action and dimaged the
BIT serionsly. Lt Siricker himsell wns
wounded.

Mevertheless, accarding to the cifation,
Stricker kept the plane in the shelter of

formation and bmuﬁht it back to
England, So badly daomaged was the
ship, however, that a landing crash

(Conifnied an page 4)

RedsPlunge
Forward on

Wh olEFront

Twin Columns Advancing
From Kursk, Kharkov;
Taganrog Is Next

Two strong arms of the Red Army
moved westward from the recaptured
cities of Kharkov and Kursk yester-
day, never slackening the tempo of
their terrific assanlis on the Wehr-
macht, the cream of which was routed
in the eapture of Kharkov Tuesday,

All along the [ront, from Finland
to the Caucasus, the Russians were
maintaining their strong pressure,

In the Donbas, south of Kharkov,
three Bed columns were clearing the
thickly populated industrial arce which
was to have been the bastion of the Ger-
man defense in the south of Russia.

Three-Pronged Attack

Those columns were advancing in
three dircctions. Most dangerous (o the
Germans was a thrust down fiom  the
north, across the east-to-west railways
which the Mazis need for their retreat,
toward the lower Dnieper River.

A second column was advancing from
a point north of Rostov, recaptured last
week. A third edged westward along Lthe
Sea of Azov and was last reported to
be only 15 miles from Taganrog, next
major base expected to fall to the Reds.

A German defense line extends north-
ward [rom Taganrog, and in December,
1941, it stopped Marshal Timoshenko
after he had swept through Rostov, This
time, however, it already has ‘been oul-
flanked.

* Southern Front Collapsed *

With the captures of - Kharkov, the
entire German soothern front collapsed,

Overjoyed buddies welcoming home a crew that had been erroneously

reported as missing. . . .

These were the stories that came out of
the homecoming of Eighth Air Force
bombers that returned to their bases in
Britain today after dropping hundreds of
tons of explosives on St. Mazaire, one of
the biggest Mazi U-boat bases, in a day-
light atrack. For the Liberators it was
their second raid in 19 hours, following
Monday’s visit (o Dunkirk,

Good-naturedly ribbing the Forts, the
navigator of * Miss Dianne," a Liberator

piloted by Capt. Clyde Price, of San | Mp

Antonio, challenged the BI7s 1o maich
their record of five enemy planes shot
down.

The navigator, 2nd Lt J. A, Auogen-
steng, of Pitlsburgh, also recounted (he
CAgAgEments ;

How They Did It

“ As we were flving in the tail-end
formations, the Germans would attack
Fortresses Aving ahead and below us from
the front, circle around, and then come
at us from behind,

“ The first plane we got.” L. Augen-
stepe continued, ** was blasted from 200
vards away, exploded and went all to
pieces in the air,  The second stalled
when it was hit, plummeted straight inio
the clouds below, leaving a trail of smoke
behind.””

Spt. Balton L. Snell, of Marked Tree,
Ark., top-turret gunner, and Sgt, J. C.
Wyer, waist gunner from Clarksburg, W,
Va,, each pot two of * Miss Diannc’s
victims.  Sgt. Lewis J. Fleshman, of
Virginia, the tail gunner, got the fifth,

Fleshman's bullseye was scored on a
plane that made the fatal mistake of
exposing a vulnerable underside as it
turped.

The rest of Capt. Price’s crew were 2nd
Li. Robert E. Forrest, of Ceolumbus,
Ohio, co-pilot ; 2nd Lt. M. P. Gross, oi
Denver, Colo., hombardier; Sgts. Ken-
neth Laughton, of Pine Grove, Cal.,
radio operator ; Kenneth Erhard, Clear-
field, Pa., waist gunner, and Earl W,
Holton, Mulliken, Mich., rear-haich
glnner.

Crew members in ** Little Auodrey ™

(Contintved on poge 4)

Planes Worth $5,500,000
Built Each Day in America

LOS ANGELES, Feh, 17 (APy—The
pircraft war production council reporied
today that iis eight member companies
were now delivering 35,500,000 warth of
planes duily. .

The council’s statement said  that
during the first 13 months of war, deli-
veries by the companies increascd 240
per cent in weight and 147 per cent in
cash volume, but the man-hours worked
had increased only 99 per cent,

The president of the council, Robert
Giross, commented: * Those weight in-
crestses, which are the most renlistic index
to prodoction accomplishments; fell the
siory of emphasis on heavy bambers and
greater armament.”

Moscow radio rclaimed vesterday. A
coherent  German  defense  sysiem  no
longer exists,” the radio told German
listeners in their own lan BagE.

* The whole German defense system is
crumbling. In. Kharkov, one of the main
centers of the entire German deflense
sysiem has been eradicated. The most
important - stronghold  beiween  ihe
northern and southern fronts is now lost
to Hitler.™ !

German radio admitted the withdrawal
of its Torces from Kharkov, but said they
had left the city a sea of flames, with ail
military targets and installations hlown

The Russians announced they had cap-
tured a German order instructing  the
Kharkoy garrison to, defend the city at
any cosl.
Sllrﬁjriw Blow al Kharkoy
Kharkoy was taken by an unexpecied
altack from the north, while the enemy
expected the main blow to come from the
east, according to the Red Star version
of the battle. j
Red Star said three deep rings of
fortificd lines were ‘cracked -by the Red
Army before the city fell. It was aut-
| Aanked from the northwest, then smashed
linta by an abrupt maneuver of troops.
The Germans, expecting the Russians'
supreme effort to come from  the eist,
rushed nomerous tanks and  storm
troopers there, The sweeping army that
reached around the city from the north-
west, however, cavght the MNazis com-
pletely by surprise.
As Moskalenko
(Continued on page 4)

New US.Plane
Threat to Subs

BURBANK, Cal., Feb. 17 (AP)I—A
new |end-based sea raider plane of great
siriking power, designed particularly 1o
break up submarine wolf packs, 15 in
production al o west coast factory.

Known as the PV, it is a twin-engined
warplane being built for the Mavy.

“ This plane has becn under military
concealment for months,” spid Courtland
Gross, president of the Yega Corporation,
It has been seen in action on many
fronis, however. Many of its features
are slitl cloaked in war secrecy,. We hope
that it will be America’s nuomber one
answer 1o the submarine problem."”

The plane has an extremely long range
and considerable radio equipment, and
| carries a crew of four. It has a wing
Vspan of 65 feet 6 inches.

iUhimgMo Pay
For New U.S.S. Chicago

CHICAGO, Feh, 17 (AP}—A Chicags
savings organization has launched a cam-
paign to scll 340,000,000 worth of war
bonds in 40 days to build a new heavy
criiser (o reploce the LSS, Chicapo,
sunk in the recent battle in the Solomons.

turned sm.[thcnst Ire.

y



