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Reds Take Kha

rkov from SS Divisi

U.S. Counter-Attack
Shoves Panzers Back

Crack Naﬁ ankmen
Pushed Six Miles
In the South

Striking back in their first big
armiament battle of this war, Ameri-
can lank combat teams smashed
Rommel's veteran panzers back six
miles in southern Tunisia yesterday
under an umbeella of fighter planes.

Al the same lime advance elements
of the British Eighth Army advanced
to within 40 miles of Medenin, the
“NMerdun™ of the Mareth Line,
following their capture of Ben Gardane,
first town to fall o the victorious army
sinee il entered Tunisia,

_The continuing steady advance of the
Eighth Army evidenily prodded Rommel
to throw one of his hest tank divisions
into the assaunlt upon the Americans al
Gafsa in an effort o prevent a junction
of the Eighth and Firsi Armies.

On a high platean between  Faid
amgd Svbeltia, where chanots once raced
in combat in the davs of Carthage and
Hannibal, o furious tank; infantry and
artillery  battle raged, with Gen. Eisen-
hower's loroes trying their strength against
Hitler's deserlt panzers.

Americans Leave Gafsa

In the south, the Allied line bent back
as the American and Fremch witlidrew
from Gafsa, bt if the Americans win the
battle: mmging around  Sidi | Buzid,

Rommel’s southern arm will be m an ex-
ceedingly dangerous position, the Asso-
ciated Press reporied from North Africa
headguariers,

American and French forces.evacuated
Giafan without contacting the enemy, who
occapied  the town about 440 PM
Sunday.

A competent source said @ * The Ameri-
can position is considered Fairly satisfac-
wory."”

The Germans were reported to-be about
12 milies west of the Faid pass.

Gen, Esenhower, who ‘had been at the
front since early-in the batthe, was reporied
lest misht to bave returmned to head-
quantens.

Furious Air Battles

Panzer units of the German Afrika
Korps, in whip-lash attacks under  the
cover of Stuka dive-bombers, earlier had
swimg the American troops back from
the southern Tunisiam front and seriously
threatened Feriana and Sbeitla.

Aircraft of the L5, Twelfth Air Force
swarmed over the enemy's forward areas,
attacking nuomerou® pround targets of
troops, convoys, guns and supply dumps.
American fighier planes  destroved two
Germnn fighters  and  damaged  three
athers without loss to themaelves in break-
ing up 4 taid on an advanced American
airfield.

From nn Americin Air Force source it
was leamed, Associated Press said, that
there were not  cnough  Allied  Aghiers
availoble yei to maintam continuons pro-
fection agzinst the Slukas over the wliuls
southern sector, but the enemy was never-
theless suffering heavily from widespread
imensive rads by Amerncan  airmen
behind' their lines.

First Big Action .

The ok battle brought the American
armored forces, some of which were in
their first major tank- gotion in this war,
against an elile Ni#i panzer division who
had been re-outfitted withe the newest tanks
and guns in Tanisia, ;

The Germans threw into the baitle at
Ieast 100 tanks, which fought through the
day under fréguent dive-bombings.

In o desperite effort 1o kn oul-an
advinced American gir base in Tunisin,
the Lultwalfe bombed and sirafed the
fietd, bt American Spitfirés broughit down

(Continued on page 4)

Gestapo Takes OverPolice
In Bulgaria, Turkey Hears

Himmier's Gestapo hoas  taken  over
contral of the Bulgarian ministry of the
interior and police, closed the fronter
hetween: Turkey and Buolgaria and
cordoned off 8 whele quarier of Sofia
following iweo assassinations In  Sofia,
gecording to United Press messages from
Ankara, Turkey. ’ 4

The second person assassinated. Berlin
radio said, was i high _S{lﬁ.‘! p«’:FEh‘.'E-' official,
shol yesterday morning, Gen. Lukoy,
former Bulgarian War ImiIpisler, wis
assgssinuted near his home Saturday,
apparently by members of a clandestine
revolutionary and -sabotage orgamIZation,
because he favored Bulgaria entering the
war Aguinst Russia.
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In the vicinity of Gafsa (1) US.

troops drove panzer units back six
miles, while Eighth Army took Ben
CGardane (2) on road to Mareth Line

U.S. Planes Hit
Sicily, Naples

Forts From North Afriea
Bomb Palermo, Libs
Visit Port Again

ALLIED HQ, North Africa, Feh, 15
(delayed) (AP}I—American Flying Fort-
resses attacked Palermo today in the firsg
riid -on Sicily by the Allied air foree in
Marth Africa.

Without loss the Fortresses rained
bombs on Paléermo’s docks, scoring 1
direct hit on a large merchant vesssl,
which burst into flames, and starting a
1=1rFe fire at an oil tank area.

The dry docks in the northeast section
 of the port were also hit and other bomb
bursts were secn in the northérn and
northwestern areas of the harbor.

Libs Hit Naples

CAIRQ, Feb. 16 (AP)—In another
smashing  rald oagainst Naples  harhor
United States Liberntors scored direct
liiis on two mecchant ships and left larpe
fires burning at dusk vesterday:

A communigue issped here said: ** Lihe
eratars of the Winth United States Air
Force attacked shipping in Maples harbor
at dusk westerday,  Direct hits  were
scored on two merchant vessels and Targe
fires started along the water fronmt,™

St. Nazaire
Battered by

FOP!;E Li])S!|

Second U.S, Raid in Two
Days Swells O fensive
Against U-Boals

American bombers smashed at the
German  submarine base of S
Mazaire on the western coast of
France wyesterday and boomed the
tempo of the Allies’ round-the-clock
aerial offensive to a new high.

Coming 24 hours after Eighth Air
Force Liberators had planied bombs

Dunkirk Maonday, the raid marked
the first time that American bombers
have struck at the Germuns in Europe
0n_ successive davs since the initial all-

Rouen.
Yesterdav's raid came just one day
short of 1he six-month anniversary of the
Rouen mission, when 12 bambers carry-
ing the white star went o France and
came_home without a casualty.

51X planes of the formations of Flying |
Fortresses and Liberators which pounded |
the harbor at St. Nazaire vesterday were |

on

reporied missing,
here were no immediate reports on|
the number of énemy planes sho! down. |
The American planes ran into: heavy
fighter opposition after they had spilled
their bombs on the sub pens and in-
stallations and then had (o fight their way |

home until well over the Channel.

Fighters Give Support

RAF and Allled fighter squndronx||
curried  out supporting  and mvcrinp;|
Opernlions.

* Visibility was good,” & communigue |
issued jointly by Headguarters, ETOUSA,, |
and the British Air Ministry said, * and
bombs were seen to burst in the targel
area, where fires were started.””

The raid, which took the bombers to
the far western shoulder of France, on
the Bay of Biscay, followed night bomb-
ings of Belgiom atd Western Germany
by the RAF,

Yesterday's mission to 5t Naraire
the third Allied anslaught against
much-battered sub bise in four days.

Returning pilots reported for the first |
time * rainbow-hued Mak ™ over the |
target as well as the stiffest sort of Gghier |
oppasition.

“ It was my lucky day,"” said Ist Lt.
Dan E. Stockton, pilot, of Redmond,
Ore. He brought his bomber back with
a hole in the rudder two feet wide and
six feet high. One waist gun had been
silenced, a nose gun was out of action
and both tai] guns had been disabled.

5/8gt. L. C, Gordon, of S5an Fernando,
Cal., said his bomber was 20 minutes on
its way home before an enemy fighter
aircraft attempicd to close. ** He circled
around us and then made the mistake of

(Continued an page 4)
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American raid of the war lost Aug, 17, |
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Capital of Ukraine,
Longin Nazi Hands,
Falls to Swift Blow

SﬂvietéR0utTwﬁTankDivisinns,Mntm'izc d
Unit and Infantry to Take Key City ;
Battle Scene Since October, 1941

By the United Press

Kharkov, Russia’s greatest industrial city and railway junction of the
Ukraine, was captured by the Russians yesterday after being in German
hands since Oct, 28, 1941, L
- A German S8 corps, comprising two tank divisions, a motorized division
and -several infantry divisions, was routed in the fighting that brought it
back into Russian hands.

Kharkov, biggest industrial city in the Ukraihe, with a population oF
nearly 500,000, iz the key to the rich Ukrainé. Cast iron, sugar, tobacco
and brandy are the most important of the town’s products,

The Kharkoy area was the scene of the most continuous fighting of this

war, lasting almost without ceasing from
| Auzust, 1941, The initial German attack
| on Kharkov was opened on August 24,
1941, and the cily was caplured  two
months later. In the winter the Russians

Reds Say Foe Rushed

31 Divisions to Front || jaunched an offensive, but six German
2 divisions held on to the Kharkoy area

and drove back all the Russian assaulis,

Thirly-one new German divisions i
have been rushed to the Russian front Fierce Street Fighting
since Jan. 31, according lo a broad- || The _ccommunique announcing
cast from Moscow, replying to reports | | Kharkov's fall said: ;
abroad that German divisions were || On Feb. 16 our iroops, after a violenl
being withdrawn from the front || ;’!“f‘".k which .I‘&“";:d it ;"i‘{‘]"': i["m

v fa 1| hehting, accupied the own o narkov.,
because of Anglo-American pressure || oy, fighting for Kharkov our

elzewhere. troops: rovted a German 55 corps con-
It was siated that 19 infaniry and | | Sisting of two tank  divisions, * Adoli

- T 3 H w5 a4 e | bt

e arilery diviions had s || BT 00 Rewh e ool
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eral days ago, and that of nine || hmber of German infantry divisions and
further divisions believed 1o be on

. | special detachments,
the way six had already been identi- | |

I * The operations for the liberation of
fied .from priconers taken in recent harkov and the rout of the enemy in
fighting,

{ this area was carried out by our troops
Of the orginal 22  divisions, 11

iundcr the command of Col. Gen,
came from Germany and 11 from

Golikov.”
France, -Belgium “and  Norway, More Cities Threatened
Moscow said,

On the Donetz Basin front the city of
I
15 Jap Vessels

Tapanrog, on the northern shores of the
Blasted by U.S.

Sea of Azov, was threalened by the Rus-
sian forces advancing from Rostov, The
advance of the Russians on the northern
American Navy Loses
Cruiser Chicago and
One Destroyer

| K

flank of the Donetz Basin also continued
Filty inhabited localities were capiured
in 24 hours.

The great Nazi base of Orel, where
Hitler has concentrated his lurgest forces
south of  Moscow, was increasingly
threatened  following. thé  caplure of
Drozkova junction, only 50 miles south-
easi ol the city, from which five vital
roads radiate.

The German high commind com--
munique  yesterday  said: ' In the

WASHINGTOM, Feb. 16—Two Jap- | Kharkov srea Russians, vsing far superdor
anese destroyers were sunk and 13 others | forces to ours,-attacked positions held
probably sunk or damaped. while the | by our stubbornly fighting divisions. In
United States lost the heavy cruiser | lighting with enemy units which had pzne-
Chicago and a destroyer, in a week of | trated into the outskirts of the town, 20
furfous sea and aic fighting in the | tanks were: destroyed’  The com-
Solomons beginning on Jan, 29, the Navy | munique made no claim that the penetra-

Col. C. H. Barth Is A
Chief of Staff for the ETO

Thirty-ning-year-old  Col, Charles
Henry Barth, General Stalf Corps, has
been appointed Chigf of Staff in the
European Thester of Operations, it was
announced yesterday. :

Col. Barth's Inst appointment wps as
mssistant chief of siaff, G4, of the 1.5,
Army Forces in the Middle East, under
Li. Gen, Frank M. Andrews, new com-
manding general for this theater.

A native of Leavenworth, Kam, Col.
Burth attended Princeton University for
two years belore his appointment to West
Point, from which he graduated as Wer, 1
in his elass in 1925, His father was the
late Brig. Gen, Charles Barth.

In 1936 Col. Barth was ordered 1o Rock
Istand, [0, for River and Harbor duty,
There he was engaged in Jock and dim
construciion on the Upper Mississippl
River, a project that entailed the expendi-
ture of approximately’ S635,000.000,

He wias gradosted (fom the Command
and CGeneral Stafl School in 1940, and im-
medintely was senl 1o theé Panama Cannl
Fone os assistant supervising engineer on
the construction of the new locks purallel.
g the répular canal  waterway. In
Hrﬁdu’r[ﬂn, before being ordéred (o the
Middle Fasi, he organized and directed
the civilian defensze program for the entirg
Canal Aone area,

He iz married (o (he former Miss Doris

ppointed

Col, Charles H, Barth

Spoer, of Englewood, N.J., who now re-
sides in Highland Falls, N.Y.

A brother, G. B. Barth, also a West

Point graduale, is & colonel in the feld

Department announced today,

The battles took place after large
Japunese naval concentrations,  were
spotied by U5, reconnaissance planes. |
Apparently. the Japanese were profecting
the evacuation of their last troops from
Guadalcanal, the Mavy said.

The Chicapgo, a 9,30-ton cruiser com-
pleted in March, 1931, sank after iwo
attacks by torpedo plines on successive
days, the second as she was being towed
fo porl.

motor torpedo-hoats lost, 32 planes lost,
Japanese losses were two destroyers sunk,
destroyers, one corvette and  [wo  cargo

planes brought down.
known losses,” the Navy said.

LS. Sought Baule

* During the latter part of January,
United  States  reconnaissance  planes
located henvy Jopanese fleet umits, ' in-
cluding battleships and aircralt carriers
in the waters between the Truk and
| Soloman fslands.” the communiaque said.
| * Simoltaneous reporls were received
of large groups of cnemy destroyers: in
ihe istands and an unudually heavy con-
centration of enemy aircraflt at-all of the
Jipanese bases in the Solomon islands and
Mew Hritninm area.

fleet myight accepl decisive battle.  Sub-
seguent events indicate, however, that the
enemy  wis solely concerned with the
evacuation of troops from Guoadaleanal
and interference with United States lroop
transports which were landing soldiers on

(Conffnued on page 4)

ariillery.

A summary showed American Iosses ns |
one cruiser and one destroyer sunk, three |

Building Ahead

four destroyers probably sunk, and six |

ships damaged and & (otal of 60 or 61 |
These were ** all |

“ 1t appeared possible the Japanese.

| tions had Been frustrated,

Nazi * Arson Gangs *

In the approach to Taganrog, next city
on the northern shore of the Sca of Azow,
west of Rostov, a Russian force swept
round Rostoy [rom the north and cut the
railway between Rostoy and Taganrog.

(Cantinned on page 4)

Landing Barge

BOSTON, Feb, 16 (UP}—Construc-
tion of huge infantry and fank-corrying
barges for use in the opening of o Euro-
pean fronl are now 20 days ahead of
schedule, high noval officers revealed in
Boston today,

One Boston yard has completed its

uota of barges which included a new
type with bows thal open like barn doors,
lefting tanks roll off into action, corre-
spondents muring the ward were told.
Each barge carries o large number of
tunks,

The journalists found that the new
American Aircruft-corrler  Lexington' 4
ulmost ready for delivery to the Mavy, 19
months after her keel was laid,

The W months faken (o boild and it
the new Lexington is about half the time
thit the job would have required Lelfore
the war,

Déstroyers are being completed in (e
sand in 12 months instead ol (he 32
monihs allowed for their constrisction
before the war,




