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Allies Open
Air Assault
On Balkans

Sofia Blasted From South
In Blow at Rail Yards

ital to Germans

CALLTER HQ, North - Africa,
Nov, 15—The MNorthwest African Air
Force yesterday opened the aerjal
offensive against the  German-
dominated Balkans with American
bombers of the Twelfth Air Force
plastering Sofiain g 1,500-mile round
trip. hfl was the first raid. of the war
on the eapital of Bulgaria by the
NWAAF. 2 .

A statement issned today at Allied
headquariers prediced thas the successful
blow against Solin—an important rail-
road cenier through which supplies are
shipped 10 Geran garrisons in Greece,
the Aecgenn Islands and the western
Balkans—would dislocate traffic through-
out the whele Balkan railread system and
have far-reaching consequences.

Railroad  wvards were’ the principal
targets of the roiding  Mitchells. «Hits
were ulso reporied by crewinen on repair
and  assembly shops and fires and
explosions  were seen  throughout the
iargel nren.

BI5, P3Rs Made Attack
The Miichells, escorted by P38

Don’t Loan Your Pass ;
2 YearsIsa Long Time

WASHINGTON, MNov, 15—Doen't
nse spmebody else’s milithry’ pass:
neither should vou allow zome one
else o use vour's, The War Depart-
ment doesn’y like it. Mot a bit

In official language profibiting the
Hforging, ecountecfeiling, altering or
lempering” with passes, ihe depart-
ment pramises violators a fine of nat
more than $2,000, or imprisonment
of not more than five vears, It works
both wavs, He who loans the pass is

P38y’ Extra

:lltm as guilty ag the guy who mooches
i

.

Jap Base ] olted
In 2nd Biggest
Raid in Pacific

30-Minute Attack Wrecks
Enemy Installations
Near Madang

ALLIED HQ, Southwest Pacific,
Moy, 15—U.S8, bombers, escorted by
P4is, P39 and P47s, siruck a severe blow
at the Japanese in New Guinea vesterday,
plitstering enemy airficlds, shipping and
military installations near Madang with
2211 tons of bombs in 30 minutes,

Lightnings, swoeoped over Sofia’s reilroad
yerds in iwo big formations aod dropped
tong of - explosives.

The suctesstul attack by undts of the
great Mediterranean bamber force on the
Gefman sateflite nation was hailed today
us the possiple beginning of a gigantc
effgpsive_on Balkan targets heretofore
pounding,  Imporiane Axis bases furihon
inhind were thought (o be in gompata-
Live saiety.

e Soifp mid shatiered that belief and
i wids forecase folday thar adilacks ke
that on the Ploesi oilfields ol Fumoania
might beeome @ teguiar part of Allied
RLTULeEY .

Bag Mine German Planes
The Allicd communigue did not divulge

the number of planes involved. Ankara
radio, however, guoting a dispatch from
Sofin, said that about 130 bombers
over Buolparin and dropped abow
bomba.

Mine enemy planes were shot down by
the bombers and their escorts, the MNorth-
wesl African Adr Force announced,

The aiack was supported by sweeps
over other parts of the Balkans, the most
extensive reporfed for some time. War-
hawks blew up a fuel train carrving
150,000 gallons of gasoling near the Jugo-
slav coast.

Position of British

Improves on Leros

CAIRG, Nov, 15—In fierce fighting on
Leras British troops inflicted substantial
casualties bn the Dodecanese island's Ger-
mun invoders yesierday, o Middle East
commuonigue announced today.

The British defenders, supporied by the
RAF, were said to have improved their
posttions in the central  and  northern
stclors of Leros.  An unofficial spokes-
man, however, said that the situation was
not "i]\'tr—ﬂ'ﬂtlmlﬁh{:. !

FDR Condemns
Nazi Barbarism

WASHINGTON, MNov. 15—President
Roosevelt asserted foday that “as our
American soldiers fight their way up the
Ialian boot they are discovering at fivsl
hand that the barbarism of the Nazis is
equal (o their boasts, and their only rivals
in Lhis respect are the Japanese.”

The President’s statement, recalling
Axis Ieaders’ boasts “that as. they with-
draw they will leave only devastation—
whit' they have not siolen they will
destroy,” was contained in g message lo
Congress, asking authorization of appro-
prigtons for U.S. participatign in the
getivities of the United Nations Relicf
und Rehnbilimtion Admnistaton.

“The length of the war may be materi-
ally shortened.” Mr, Roosevilt declared,
“if. ns we free each occupied area, the

ople are enlisted in - support of the
E‘::n'r:cd Matjons  ammies,” | He said
UNRRA would have (o-provide liberated
penples with medicine, food | clothing and
other basic negessilies.

‘Gilbert Island Hit—Japs

An air attack by the Alles in the Chl-
bert Jalunds, shout 1,000 miles northeast
of the Solomons, was reported yesierdny
by Takyo radio. Mo confirmation of this
report wos made Just nisht from Allied
Headainiriers.

Lrbdvermea’
Augusta Bay yesterday to open the way
for the Marines and Army units.

killed 260 Japs.
flew | Were brought up and another guarter of a
t 200 | mile advance was made, and 30 more

Nazis Lost 60 Per Cent

The rnid; the second heaviest ever
executed in ihe Sonth Pacific, silenced
antr-awrcrafl positions, sei afire fuel dumps
ond wrecked small coastal fransparts, No

Jap air opposition was offered,
P34 ‘and P40k opened the antack in

face of miense anti-aircraft fire, then ot
zero altitude, B2S Mitchells, escorted by

475, swept .over the area io inflict the
MRSy WO Al Empress

Fhe guins, landed during the week-end,

ennbled one company of Marines o push
oul o ihe nofthwest and establish an out-
post an the east side of the Laruma river,
This 15 the aven where
Iast week,

Jap troops landed

advancing company atiacked and
Allied reinforcements

Japanese killed.

_ Advances in this counlry are measured
i yards, not i miles. Afied troops have
i push across territory which has been
turned into a morass by the never-cesing
Tiins.

Torpedo and dive-bambers attscked
Kama nirfield on Bougainville with 50
tans of bombs, heavily damaging “the
runway and siarting fires in supply dumps
and bivounc areas,

Of U-Boats in May Drive

NEW YORK, Nov, 15—Sixty per cent
of the German U-boats Isunched against
the Allies in a mass offensive last May
never returned to their bases, a Mazi sub-
marine sailor told his Britizh captors, he
Mew York Herald-Tribune said today.
The paper quoted another prisoner as
saying that “Half the submarines based
on Brest were lost within two months.”

Large RCAF Convoy Here
OTTAWA, MNov. 15—A lurge RCAF

and RAF contingent from Canada has
arrived in Britain.

P38s to do the job—the ““drop

P38s and P47s made their longest complete escort
guarded the Foris and Libs to and from Bremen,
tank,”* carrying 150 gallons, w
dropped when empty. Eszch plane carries two.

Ansociafed Fress Fhoto
flights. Saturday when they
Here is the tank that enables the
hich is automatically

Dn n:-ﬂ..r- f“ —n—‘-‘—.__ Sl

Adm. Young Says Navy

Is Rushing Supplies
For Major Blow

The Mavy has overcome the greatest

transportation and shipping problem in

America’s military history and is rushing
supplies into the southwest Pacific on a
scale large enough to enable the Allied
forces to launch a major offensive azainst
the Japanese, Rear Adm. William Brent
Young, chief of the MNavy's Burcau of
Sopphies and Accounts and Fleet Pay-
master Generaly said _}l:s:erdn}r.

In London on an ETOY inspection {our,
Adm. Young, who recently returned From
o 2.400-mile inspection tour of southwest
Pacific bases, told a press conference that
in the last six months almost 100 per
cent of the supplies shipped to the south-
west Pacific had arrived safely.

Praising the effort of the governments
of Mew Zealand and Awpstralia to furnish
American forces with reverse Lend-Lease
supplics, Adm. Youny disclosed that the
Dominions” cooperapon had resulted in
a great saving of shipping space and the
reduction of supply lines.

Adm. Young, the only naval reserve
officer ever to become a rear admiral in
the resular nayy, revealed that Australia
and MNew Zealand actually had established
industries to meet the American demand
for foods not ayailable jn peace-time in
the Dominions. ]

He declared that they had built a fac-
fory to make saverkrawot, “which they
had never even heard of before,” and

(Continued on page 4)

By Frank Tremaine
United ‘Press Wor Correspondeing

WITH 1.5, MARINES ON BOU-
GAINVILLE, Nov. 15—We are living in
holes half full of water and mud. It mins
all the time and we hoven't been dry
since we landed. We are fighting in
jungle so thick we have to hack a wey
through. .

Hut we are pushing the Japanese back.

The Marings are driving steadily for-
ward on this islaind bastion guarding the
approaches (o New Britain and Rabaul,
biggest prize of all.

fere i mud and water everywhere.
And the terrific smell & the jungle. And
anis three-gquarters of an inch long, and
innt spiders and centipedes—all of them
%m‘ling their way sooner or later inio
our blankets.
Those blankels are never dry. Nothing
is dry on Bougainville. »

But the men are going am.

“Thev're all right because-they expect
this sort of thing, and they've g job of

work (o do,” Li. Col. Fry, commanding

Rain, Mud, Thick Jungle Fail
To Stop Bougainville Marines

the Muarines on the northwestern sector
of the Empress Augosta beachhead, told
me,
“Strange that with all this rain none of
Us ‘ean Keep. clean,” Fry ssid. “That's
because of the mod. .

“What the men miss most is &
bathe and somewhere lo  wagh
clothes.”

Fry's Marines are pushing on steadily
from Empress Augusia Bay, where the
original big landings were carried out,
One company established an oulpost on
the east side of Laroma River, in the area
where Japaness troops londed last week.

The advancing Marines attacked the
X

and killed 260 of them. y
he tally of Jap casualties is swelling
rapicdly, and the enemy hus lefi consider-
able guantitics of supplies behind in his

refreat, particularly in the Kieta area.
When the Japanese originally landed
near Earuma River they stormed ashare,
shouting: “Kill Marine! Kill Marine!’
Mext day the Marines attacked pari of
these forces, After the aclion the bodics

of 240 Jap dead were counted.

lace 1o
their

o _ Emed
16 Campaigns Are Added
To Battle-Honor List
For Combat Vets

WASHINGTON, MNov, 15—Sixteen
battles and caompaigns have been added
to the batle honors list, entitling soldiers
who hove served in them to wear bronze
stags on their appropriate theater service
ribbons, the War Department announced
today, The theater commanders must first
inform eligible units before the star may
be affixed.

Here are the baltles and campaigns
and time limitations for each;

Europe, Air Ofensive: From July 4, 1942, to

final daie unannounced ns yer,
mﬂw:-ubm From June 11, 1942, 1o Feb, 12,

Algerin-French: Morocco:  The landi o
Nov. 8, 1947, ro Nov, 11, 1943, et o
Tuiddin, Afr: From Nov, B, 1942 ; Ground, from
Kow. 17, 1942, 1o May 13, 1943,
Siclly, Adr: From May 14, 1943 ; Grousd; rom
July B, 1943, 10 Aug. 17, 1943,
Ceniral. Facific:  Presesce at Penrl Harbor on
e¢. 7. 1ML, and any of the vorkos actions in
this arex from thot date tfl o final date o be
announced later.
mphtlvgqu-FI": Llands: From Dec, 7, 1941, 1o May

East Indies: Withdrawal through this ares, -
cluding Java, from Jan. 1, 1942, o Tan. 23, 1943
-;I;mm; CHiensive from Juby 23, 1042, 1o Jan. 23,

New Guinea: Current offensive from Jan, 24
1943, 1o finul date, unannounced as yet. ok
;g?;mdumw:: From Aog, 7, 1942, io0 Feb. 21,

MNewthern Salomons From Feh, 23
ﬂnlai] chare un_ju;_nuumtd s yel, e
[FTes i i3 covers withdrawnl of Chipeie
armics woder Gen, Stlwell from Dec, 7, 1941; 10

M?:-' Zﬁ.ﬂ 1942
nfia-Aurma s Current operations from A 2
1942, to fical date unapnounced as yer B

China: From luly 4, i =
e L ] ¥ 1942, 1o Amal date un

Aleutiunag: From June 3, 1042, 1o, Aug, 24, 13

Ickes Tells Coal Miners

To Get Busy, OK Terms

WASHINGTON, WNov. 15 (AP)}—
Secrelary of Interior Harold Ickes. told
coil operniors (o gel busy and come to
terms with the United Mine Workers il
tiey wanted the mines back,

He said the government, which was now
running the mines under a federal wage
agreement, would immediately restore the
properlics to the miners if a contract is
signed and another work stoppage “thus
rendered improbable.”

Navy Assistant Secretary
Here on Inspection Tour
Avrival in London of Artemus L. Gates,

LS. assistimt secretary of the Mavy for
air, was announced yesterday., He 13 ex-

carriet serving with the British home flect.

Bricker Will Run

COLUMBLIS, Ohio, Nov, 15 [A')—
Gov. John Bricker toddy formally an-
nounced he'll be a candidate for the
Republican Presidential namination next
year, He also staled he will not seek
a fourth term as governor of Ohio,

pected to inspect the American nircrafi.

Russians Force a Nazi Relreat
In New Drive Near Krivoi Rog:
RedsGaining North of Zhitomir

Life for Long Raids

Threat to German
Lines Nﬁanj Gomel
Is Increasing

A preat new thrust against German

| positions  within the Dnieper Bend

was admitted by Berlin radio yesler-
day, and one breakthrough near the
imporiant steel and communications
center of Krivoi Rog forced the Ger-
mans to withdraw to a new line,
Berlin conceded.

Indicative of the size of the latest
Russian offensive, regarding which
Moscow remained silent, was the Ber-
lin claim that 100 Soviet tanks had been
knocked out, 3 T
The new Red Army thrust was aimed
at the enemy’s lines near Krivoi Rogm,
around Zaporozhe, and in the vieinity of
Nikopol, along the Dnijeper to the south.
Meanwhile the savage drive west of
Kiey continued unabated. Smashing on
from captured Zhitomir,” Red Army
columns  were pushing toward the key
railway junction peint of Korosten, to
the north, and another rail town, Berdi-
chev, to the south. TLatest Soviet
udvunucls teok the Red Army well past
Chepovichi, which lies but 18 'miles sauth-
cast of Koroslen.

|

Lommunicatione Tonariled
upset with the fal! of Korosien, junction
of five railways in the area.

_ A big Russian breakthrough south of
Zhitomir would place the Russians nearly
250 miles due west of the Kremenchug
silient, south of which the battle of
Krivoi Rog is being waged, and might
well close o trap on Nazi forces within
the bend. The Germans were striving
to hold up the advanee in the sector south
gf ﬁulmmlrf Ehich is aimed at Vinniten,
ackbone of German communigati i
the south. okl

As Gen. Vatutin's columns thrust narth
and south from Zhitomir, there was one
report that another prong had made a
lichining throst west and  captured
Baranovka, a town which lies 112 miles
west of Kiev. I Baranovka has been taken
It represents an advance of 45 miles in
two days and brings the Russinns within
165 miles of the 1941 border of Poland,

2 Break Through Near Gomel

With heavy battles raging within the
Dnieper Bend and the Russinns driving
on relentlessly west of Kiev, the Red Army
still was able to mount a third big offen-
sive last might. Laying the groundwork
for an approaching winter campaign, the
Russinns had broken throogh for & direct
threat to Ryechitsa, virtually isolating
Gamel, the enemy’s anchor on the White
Russian front.

Should Ryechitsa fall, the rail line west
from Gomel to Pinsk will have been cut,

There was no appreciable change re-
ported by Moscow in the situation either
i the Crimea or in the Nevel sector. Dis-
paiches from the Soviet eapital said that
the Red Army was preparing on all fronts
{ia ra great winter offensive at the moment,
waiting for the lull to end between the
first mild snowfalls and the hard Frosts of
carly winter.

State of Alarm in Denmark

STOCKHOLM, MWov. 15 (UP—A
stafe of alarm has been ordered through-
aut Jutland, according to Copenhagen re-
ports received In Stockholm yesterday.
Observers believe that the measures reflect
German ariny nervousness on Allied in-
vasion possibilities.

Weatherman’s a Cynic;

It Really Snowed inN.Y,

NEW YORK, Nov. 15—The first
snow of the: winter fell in parts of
Manhattan, buot it was  cificially
ignored by the Wedther Buresn, which
refused to record the Aurries because
they were so0 small.

Westchester County  residents  re-
ported that snow which fell there re-
mained for some time, and there was
abzolutely no doubt about the snow in

upsinte  Chataqua  Counly,  where
plows were out clearing roads afier o
snowlall that ranged from =ik o 14
inches.




