-7 April 1975

Dear Col, Sutton:

1 am working on 8 history of the 306th bomb group and therefore
am seeking out those persons who held important positions with
the organization at various times.

My own service with the group was as a navigator from June to
November 1944, flying with the 367th squadron., 1 remember when
you arrived on the base and will never forget being in the back-
ground one day when you reorganized the combat mess so that it
worked better than it ever had before.

I am aware that a history of the group appeared nearly 30 years
ago, but I would like to think I could improve on that effort
immeasurably,

1 am now reading through various official records of the group,
and expect to continue delving into the archives for some time,
as well as seeking out those with command responsibilities to
ask guastions and hopefully to recover a lot of the pieces of the
mosaic.

I would like to know if you have written any of your impressions
of the 306th, a nd if you have, if I might be able to read such
a document,

I would also like to ask if I might impose on you from time to
time with questions to which I need answers?

Would you also be so kind as to briefly sketch for me your mili-
tary career both before and after your service with the 306th? I
have a West Point directory, but Ibfear that the sketch therein
is far too brief for my purposes,

If 1 can bring about a full fledged history I would expect to in-
clude in it a number of sketches of key personnel.

1 have also taken the liberty of including a list of names of per-
sons whom I am seeking and I would ask if you presently know the
whereabouts of any of them or can give me any pertinent information
about them,

I enclose a stamped, addressed envelope for your convenience.
Sincerely yours,
Russell A, Strong
4900 Appleridge Ct.
Dayton, Ohio 45424
P, S. 1 am beging given considerable help and encouragement by

the staff at the Air Museum, which is about three miles from
my home.



COLCNEL JaMES SYLVESToH SUTTON
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COLMANDING OFFICHER

COLONEL SUTTCN was born at 0il City, Pennsylvania, February 2, 1907. He is
the son of Mr. and krs. J.P. Sutton, who now reside at 830 Beach Avenue, Findlay,
Ohio, where CCLCNEL 3UTTCN attended and graduated from Findlay High Schocl in
1925, He later attended Findlay College prior to his appointment to the United
States Nilitary Academy in 1926. He was graduated in 1930 and was appointed 2nd
Lieutenant, assigned to CaC. .

Civilian activities of COLCNZL SUTTCN have been rather limited due to his early
association with military life, which began with an enlistment in the Ohio National
Guard from November 1923 to June 1926, serving in Company "C", 148th Infantry.
However, while attending school he developed the dynamic qualities characteristic
of the Colonel today. After school hours he cccupied himself in various part time
jobs. He wes quite active in sports, participating in football, basketball, and
softball.

An early interest was taken in aviation when he was detailed by W.D.5.0. 7242,

dated October 16, 1930 to duty invelving flying. Gradusied A.C. Primary Flying
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School, 1931. OUn Lctober 10, 1931, 2nd Lieutenunt Sutton (CaC) was rated pilot

- - : v
on %W.D. Personal Urders j265, dated November 11, 1942, at Br Corps Advanced Flying
School, Kelly Field, Texas. Then completed the AC Technical School (Communicaticn

Course), 1937, and the Tactical School, kaxwell Field, aAlubama, 1939,

Promotions and Ratings

12 June, 1930 - 2nd Lieutenant, CiC
12 September, 1930 - aC Training
10 October, 1931 - Rated Pilot W.D.P.0. #2065, 11/11/42
22 Decenber, 1931 - Transferred to i.C.
20 april, 1935 - lst Lieuterant (Temp)
1 August, 1935 -~ lst Lieutenant
23 January, 1940 - Raled Combat Ubserver - '/,L.r.C. #19 ~ 23/1/L0

12 June, 1940 - Promoted Captuin
29 October, 1940 - Rated Senior Pilot - 1.D.S.C. #258 - 1/11/L0
15 July, 1941 ~ Promoted Lajor (Temp) ucc0ptea 22 July, 1941
5 Jamaary, 1942 -~ Promoted Lt. Colonel - %.D.S.0. 720 - 23 January, 1942
20 July, 1942 - Promoted Colonel - \/.!;.5,0. hl93 - 20 July, 1942

5 November, 1942 - Rated Command Pilot - hdgs. VZII a.F. P.C. i#2l

avards
Presidential Unit Citation - 1lst 3,D.
o air Hedal

BE.T.C. = 2 clusters

american Detense

american Theater

at the outbreak of the war Colonel SUTTUN was serving with the 29th Eomb Group

2t lcDill Field, Florida. “he 92nd Bomb Group was formed april 1, 1942 with Colonel
SUTTCN in cormand. It was here that intensive treininj; was effected, developing a
bomb group of'extremely high efficiency and rorale. The 92nd went to Sarasota, to
Viestover Field, Mass., and then to Bangor, Maine, in preparation for overseas
operation. at this time the ferry route was in shori hops to England, but due to
the untiring efforis of Colonel SUTTON he presented a plan aﬁd data .to higher comn-
and for a direct route over. .ifter "selling" the merits of such a plan, he was
authorized to fly the 92nd to England and did so, making the FIRST COMPLITSLY
SUCCZSSFUL group crossing from Gander, Newfoundland to Prestwick and pionsering the
air-way WITHOUT LOSS. Tie 92nd was then sent to Bovinedon, vhere it was relieved
of its new and modified B-17F's by the 97th Bomb Group. The 92nd was the third

operational group of "Forts" in this theater and participated in missions, sea

patrol and personnel ferrying to North ifrica, due to the fact Ju88s were patrolling
. I

/(ﬂ\——-h\m

N N b e
-2 -



’
e

the .Bay of Biscay, making transport aircraft quite uninviting. There arose at
this time a need for replacement crews, additionel men for duty in Africa, and
tvio crews assigned permanently to Generul xISHINO.ER and General SPaalZ. as a
consequence what was left of the 92und was trann}erred to nlconbury for cpsrations,
December, 1942, Cn april 25, 1943, Colonel SUTTCIl was as-isned tc the Cemposite
Command in North Ireland. Later he assured cornand of the base at Cluntoe, KNorth
Ireland. In april, 1944 he was mude Depot Commander of 403rd Air Depot, and con~
‘tracting officer for the Lockheed Overseas Corporation Contract which he was to
terminate on June 30, 1944. On September 23, 1944 Colonel SUTTCY arrived at
306th Bomb Group té assume command.

CCLCNEL SUTTCH served threce years in the Philippines and #4lso threz2 months in
Newfoundland, where he assisted in the eséablisnment of the North .tlantic ferry
route. Since tokinz command of this station he has instituted a nwihbar of ideas
to improve efricienc;, conditions And morale of the men, potubly being instru-
mental in the establishment of un Enlisted fem's Cluo, mud control, post bus
service, formul weekly inspections antl more intensiiied operational training.

COLONZL SUTTCN is married and his vife, Dorothy M. Sutton, with thzir daughter
Patricia ann, aced 12, and son James anthony, aged 11, are now residing zt 239

Grove Avenue, Sarasota, Florida.



Intervisw with
Col., James S..Sutton
at Novateo, CA, 11 June 1979

Got into trouble with Eaker because he flew the 92nd Group direct
to England without the stops others had made. Took two visits to
Gen. Arnold, whom he had known as a liebdtenant colonel, to get
permission,

He thus angered Eaker, who later sent him to Langford Lodge in
Northern Ireland as punishment, After Eaker left the theatre,
Sutton came to England to see what he could arrange in a transfer,
and came to the 306th when George Rdbinson returned to the ZI,

Found poor formation flying when he came to the 306th, which he
corrected by carefully monitoring formations.

Busted Snuffy Smith, which brought the IG's staff from 8th AF
to station., Questionned why Sutton did this without a board
acting. Another 8th AF team also investigated to the same conclusion,

Brought John Buie to the 306th, as Mo Preston was after Buie,
claiming he didn®t fly combat., Thus, was not qualified as a
squadron commander, Sutton had Buie flying six days out of seven,

Most of original group commanders of the 8th came out of the

2nd Bomb Group. Robert 0lds had considerable influence on the
selection with Arnold, Sutton had served in the 2nd as a squadron
commander and Overacker was a staff officer.
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CCLONEL JallsS
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CULUIAL GUTICH was born at CiL Civy, Vernsylvania, February 2, U7, lie iz
the son of Lr. 4Ang kro, J. s Sutlon, wnoc noe reside ot B3U beach avenue, rindly,
Cnic, where CCLLINL SOUT0H allenced ana graduated rro Findlay nich Schocl in
1925. He ilster attended Finala Colluge prior tu his appointuent to Lhe Unitea
States ldlitary acudeny in 1926, he was graguated 4n 940 ana was o wointed <£nd
Lieutenant, as=i ned Lo Cal.

Civilian activities of CCLiLl. SUWLL. jrive baen rather limited aue tu his eurls
association with military life, wnich began with s enlistment in the Chio latic nal
ward from lovember 1923 Lo June 14920, serving in Sompany nCh, 1hdth Infantry.
However, wnile attending school he develojed the denurde qualities characteristic
of tie Colonel todulr, after school hours he cccupled himself in various part siue
jovs, He wen quite active in uports, sarticiputing in football, Lasketuall, arQ
b(-‘r'-fm]-]l

4n esrly interest was tu en in svlution vhen ho vy detadied o Wadaiavs RN
duted Cetober 16, 1930 to duly {avolving flydngs  Urkdusled ada crdmary Blpdag
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dchool, 19731s in tctover 30 1lp3l, <nd Linutenant sutten (Lo, sus ratea pilot
- - L
Of neus LEPBUNSL Lrders yius, diled wuvemuer 1L, WYL, b alr Cor o advanced rly in, -
uchool, keily Fleld, Yexas. Then coapletud Lhe A6 Tochinical Scnool (Cowsmurdcsticn
Course), 1937, ana the Tuctical Schoel, Laavell Fleid, salubuas, "1939.
Fromoticns and fmtings
12 June, 1930 - 2nd Lieutenant, C.0
17 Zertenver, 193C = a7 Training
16 Cetohap, 1031 = Bated PElel L. 2400, 1/ /67
22 Decewoer, 1731 = _ransferrac U
20 april, 1935 = ist Lieuter.nt (Venp)
1 oaucust, 1935 = Lst Lieutensnt .
23 Janmuary, 1YL = Jated Lombal duserver = il J18 = 23/1/80
12 June, 1940 - cromoted Usotidn -
7 Uctcoer, 19L0 = datcd onior rllot = llekefb.U,. #2508 = l,-’ll/!.‘l)
July, 1y4l _ prosoted Lator (Tew,) accanted 22 July, 1494,1
5 Jumaary, Lyhd = “roLotec Lb. Solonal = Lavelale 220 = 23 January, 1842
20 July, 1942 - irouoted Colonal = JulnaD.i. 193 = 20 July, 1YLE =
5 Hovember, 142 = iwte! Cozanc Filot — dyt. YTl matle 0o 2L
ardis
. — -
rpesinuntial fniu Citatiovn = L9l 2.4,
o air lecal
SeTele = 2 clusters
aerican Lolenna
anerican Thentor
At the outurear of Lhe war Jolone. LUl iy servine vith tne J9uh boml aroug
4t Zeoils Fleld, Floricu, *he J<nd soib Group was Torpet aoril L, tyh wlta Ccloned
SUTTUL in cormand. it was here thut intensive treilnda wis allscled, develozing a
bonb group of extremely hiin efiicioncy and .wrale. TYhe Y2nd went to Zarasola, Lo
Lsestover Flelu, luss., znd tnen Lo Shnaor, yaing, in prejurution for overseas
cperaticn, sl this tige the ferr. routu was in short hops tu onpland, but dus to
tne untirine erforis of Colonel SUTTY he  resentec a Jarn and dets to nigher couu=
and for & dirset route cver. after wgailing" the merits of suci @ plan, he was
autnorized to £ly the 92nd to Znsland Lng did go, moins the PILOT Ul ISy |
SHOS. (e pepoup. crosain: frow mndar, ‘A oundling Lo drest gh and plonterin’ tne
wirewsy (ATHOUT LU0Z, Tie Gapd wag then sert to dovincion, where 1t was rel_sveu
of its pew end woaified H=17F1E by Loe Y7LE Houb group,  The Hdna wad the third .-

oparationsl jJroup of "Ferts" in thls thuster fnd partioipited in nlusions, ses

Atrol s personnal feprzing Lo Nortn wfrich, uue Lo Lhe fict Judtis were patrolling
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tha bay of idseay, wpitdie Leunsport aireraft gquite wdnvitine . Tiedrs srose ot
this tlue a nasd for e ducermnt oreve, oo itdoned men for Aty i africs, i
twe crens assi ned pepranent]) to Genersl s LRSIt G LeneTa St A4 B
conronence that wag lefh of the JZ2ul wae ‘ranserred Lo aleontrag for carelions,
Decembar, 1942, Cn april 25, 1943, Gelonel SUYT0H vn0 &0 funad te the Compeaita
Covmand in worth areland, later he assured corrund of the case at Cluntoe, Forth
Irelund. In april, 1944 he wes mede Dapol Cousstnder of 4UIrd alr Jmpot, arvd cone
tracting oificer I'or the lockneed Overseas Corporation Contract ahich ha was to
ST

terminate cn June 30, 194L. 20 Teptember 22, 19LL Colopel SUTICH arrived ot
p-

j{jt'l.h Somu Grouy to assune comsnd.

CCLLKCL SUTILL served three vears in the :hilippines and Gre thres tonthe in

henfounilind, ubiers he nseisted in the ostuolisaoent of Lie North «tlantic ferr

route, Sine: fvipe - eovewnd of thie slation hie tms 10 4ivited 4 nedwr ol lteas

to dmprove efricione ; conditionz spd moriia of Lha qen, notiily bein: Inetiu-
mantal 4n the eataihlichnent o un addeted tonfs Chiin, s control, post cus
garvice, formul weekly inspsctions amd rore latansiried opursticnal training.

CCLUN_L SUTTCN L& murried wd hi. wile, Lcorothy ), Sutton, vith tiosle diushter

Patricia ann, sced 12, wnd sen James anthore, apsd 11, dre gow residing ot @59

Jeove pvanue, Jarasota, FPlcirlda,
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1 shot down.

| offieertail  gunner had  heen!

' b'n maintain the lead for suffi-

vy 7 F 777

PRESS CLIPPING BUREAU
165 Church Stroat - plaw York

FINDLAY, 0.

REPUBLICAN-COU}
af . ci :; 15,854 - *u

L(:\ James ‘- Hutton, son nf[
Mro and Mrso 0 P Sutten, 830
Heeeh avenue, commaniding offi-
cor of the veteran 30th hombard-
ment group recently has bheen
awarded the Distingulshed Fly-
ing Cross as annnunced hy Rriz,
Gen, Howard M, Turner, com-
manding geneval, first air Di- Lo
tviston, in England, by
" The citation read In part:
i “Whlle over Merseburg, Ger|
{manv_ Colonel Sutton's
| enecuntered Intense and accu-
frate anti-aiveraft fire.  Numer-
Cous alreralt wers severely dam. |
aped and the deputy leader wasy:

}
]

received such  severe damage
that one af the engines was ren-
dered uvseless.  In spite of this”

and the additional faect that the| {

“Colonel Suttan’s awn airrrﬂtl‘.’.

wounded by the same antialr-|
craft fire, the colonel contrived

cient length of time to locate and
hamh the target.
“Still maintaining the lead with

“donly three engipes and numer’,

ous flak holes Colonel Sutton}

1 was foreed to drop behind his

formation when one of the re !

'Imaining three englnea failed.
4 Subsequent inspection revealed 7

that there were mere than 15,
gaping holes in the wing ami '

b hm‘\ of the stricken aireraft.

“Alone in enemy territory, 1t
was nnt thouzht that the trip!
home could be navigated for aiq
though the two remaining en:
gines continued to perform sat-
| isfactorily, instruments were 1n
s dicaty ng ‘the contrary,
| “Colonel Sutton Innk up n
Cheadine for England but aver,
the Channel it seemed that the
L ship would erazh Into the waters.

Guns, ammunition, and other re-
| movable equipment thrown over-
!heard and 2ir sea rescue serv-
| lees wege notified to stand by,
JIm\ ever, through persistent ap-
-nlmt.-m of superior flving skill

| Coloner Sutton succeeded In fe-
i turning the crippled aireraft and
{ wounded crew member tn home
| baze without further incident,
! "Cnalanel Sutton's actlons

throughout this unusuzilv didi-
cult and dangerous series of
events avere in the hest military
tradition of the United States
Army Alr Forcea, setting a line
example for all members of his,
command and  reflecting  high,
credit hoth on himself ang 1h»
armod forces of his country.” |

Calened Sutton, a gradudiewe!
the .-nm-d ‘:me TH,M«L
q = a (uaitfied com-

pliol

" aireraft observer,|’
navigator and communications
officer. He aleo holds the Aic,
Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster?

The colonei’s wife, Mrs. Doro
thy M. Sutton, and their two
rhlldr--hmu An‘hony 11, and
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