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306th Bomb Group Historical Association

An Association formed to commemorate the history of the 306th Bomb Group
of the U.S. 8th Army Air Force and the achievements of its personnel
based at Thurleigh, Bedfordshire, England 1942-45,

KEITH PAULL
2 THE LODGE
HIGH STREET

CLAPHAM
BEDFORD MK41 6Al

Iy October.

Dear Michael,

First of all, let me introduce myself. We shpuld have met
about a month ago, but due to a rather sorry mess-up we didn't. You see,
I work on the airfield at Thurleigh and, as a member of the gbove associatio:
in fact its founder member, I try to help any ex-306er who I come in contact
with. Perhaps I had better explain further. Some seven years or so
ago I discovered on the walls of a few tumbledown huts, pencilled lists of
missions, names of men and aircraft, etc, and the names of those who didn't
make it back from a mission. I felt then that here was a piece of Ag¥lo-~
American history that should be rearded, and, from then, I have become more
and more involved with the 306th BG. My wife is as involved as I and
together we are members of "Friends of the Eighth'"- a group of people with
a common interest in the 8thAAF, and also we are members of the Eighth Air
Force Historical Society, a Stateside organisation for members of the 8th.
Within this society there are strong @roup associations of veterans from
nearly every base there was in Britain, and one of the strongest is the 306th

If you havn't heard about this organisation, I had better tell
you a bit more then give you the addresses so that you can get in touch if
you wish. Basically the 8thAFHS organises reunions and publishes a News-
letter three or four times a year, acting as a kind of blanket facility
within which each Group has its own Association and orgsanises its own
functions and events. There was a big Eighth reunionover here at the end
of August when we had gbout 16 306ers over, and on the 8th Ocgober there is
the Anual Reunion of everyone in St Louis. As I say, if you don't
know about all this, then the man to contact is :- Bill Collins, who is
the 306th Contact man. His address is :- 2973 Heatherbrge Drive, i

Poland, Ohio LL51l,

The membership secretary for the Eighth Air Force Historical Society is:-
A.V.Kaye, 495 NE 157th Terr. Miami, Fla 33162.

)< Well, now to appologise for the mix-up that prevented you from

visiting Thurleigh the other w:oek. My first involvement came the day I
returned frm leave when the phone in my office went at about 9.30 with the
Security Offdcer telling me that an American had been in contact and he
would give permission for him to be taken round the site if I undertook to
escort him. T said I would be pleased to do so and he then said that it
was a Mr Stepenaskie who was staying at the Embankment Hotel and he gave
me the telephone number to ring. I did this immediatly and was todd by the
desk that Mr Stepenaskie had gone out. I asked them to pas:s a message,
but, as I had heard nothing during the day I rang them again in the leate
afternoon and agdn the following morning, but each time I was told that
Mr Stepenaskie was out. I asked the receptionist how long he was booked
in for and she said a further nine days so I didn't worry too much. That
evening, however I decided to drop in the Hotel and introduce myself.

Actually I am a little bit ahead of my story, because, when I phoned& the

hotel the first time and mentioned the room number, (Ten, I think it was),

PTO,



she said they didn't have a room of that number in the place. I then
realised that she had said "Swan" Hotel when she had answered the phone, but
I didn't at that time worry because she obviously had your name in the
register and as the two hotels are close to each other I thought our
security officer had just muddled hesring the name. well, as I say,
the following evening I called into the SWAN and asked to see Mr Stepenaskie.
"Sorry" the reply came, "He has gone out". The receptionist said that she h
given him my message to ring ie at the base but all he had done was grunt an
walk on. She then said something about him not spesking English very much!

Anyway, to cut a long story down to a reasonable length, she showed me
the name in the register, a Mr Stepnowski, who, together with about twenty
more Polish gentlemen, were over here on a trade conferencel!!!!!

I rushed round to the "Embankment Hotzl" where a very helpful girl
behind the desk said that a lir Stepenaskie had booked in for one night a
couple of days ago and she kindly gave me your address from the register
after I explained what had happened. It seems that our Security
clerk had looked up the phone number to help me get in contact and had given
me the wrong one, whilst I, on the other hand, had assumed that you had
passed the number of the hotel over the line when talking to the security
officer and the mistake had been in the name of the hotel! — Truly, B
Michael, T feel pretty bad asbout dissppointing you like this. If only I
had thought to check the phone number against the hotel name in the first
place, then I might have rung the Embankment first! And, to crown it all,
who would have expected to find two different people with a name as unusual
as yours is in England, to be staying in two hotels next door to each other!
As it happens I am glad the Polish gentleman didn't ring back.... it would
have been awkward if an Iron Curtain representative were found to be calling
me in a government airfield at my request!!!!! The whole episode might well
be used as the startingpoint of a rather good spy story!

Anyway, the point is, should you find yourself ove his side of the
Atlantic again, get in touch with me so that I can get the security sorted
out -they like seven days notice really - and I shall certainly take you over
the field and introduce you to other friends who are egually concerned with
the 306th and sll who served there. Were you, by any chance, and officer.
-and if you were, did you go to the Key Club in Bedford and did you put
your name on one of the maps which hung on the wall. Those maps are now in
the care of a friend of ours and Stella, the lady who ran the club, is also
a friend of theirs.

well, now I am going to ask if you would be kind enough to help
June (Thats my wife) and me even though I was unable to help you this trip.
As we are trying to build up as clear a picture as possible of life in the
306th, I wonder if you would tell us when you were there, what your job was
and what was your rank, and could you please tell us gbout any little stories
—¥you can remember—from thosedays, —itdoesn't matter if they are funny, sad,

"big or little, we would love to hear them. My experiance of 306ers is
that, although some are not too keen on sitting down and writing long letters
they can all tell interesting stories, so, if you prefer, we have a small
cassette tape recorder over here and we would love to exchange tapes with
you. Either wgy , we hope you will keep in touch now that we ha%ie establishe
contact at last.

Before I close, if there is anything at all you would 1like done over
here, like photos taken, people contacted or anything like that, please
don't hesitate to tell us and it will be our pleasure to do it for you.

The end of the paper is getting close, so I will close this letter
and wish you all the best, and apologising once more for the mix-up.
Yours sincerely,

-

‘_._...—'-"
Keith Paull.

PS wWhat Squadron were you in, please.. . we might well know some of your

colleagues and may be able to put you in touch with some.
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