gune 4, 2000

Dear Russell strong;

getting in contact with the JUGEuD
has been a highlight ior me! I've looked
10 many army magazines but never could find
any mentlon of the group at all--so after
50 some years--CNNTACT!

I had 27 missons before Vv & Day--224
hours combat time! iy pilot was grounded
on nur 5th misson. He wouldn't fly tight
formatni-mn--in and out etc. The other p.lots
refused to fly with him. pFrom then on I was
a spare tail gunner! wot the best thing in
tle world as you would know!

My co-pilot, william pPiecarr, and me
flew with green crews and checked out co-
pilots that acquired a crew. 22 missons
were llke hitchhiking on New Years Eve---
we had no idea how these green men would pan
out! I remember one kid browned out over the
target! Anyhow, I've oftened wondered now
just who [ Ir'lew with--if tuey all made 1t etc!!
pon't know if this knowledge 1s avallable or
nnt, 1if so maybe you could advise me how to
come by it.

It's just my curiosity. mne thing I
lacked 1s the fact that those that flew toget-
herbecaume bonded for the rest of thier lives!
I missed out on that!

Sincely yours,




January 16,2007
3y the gea

gal' Russell,

we enjoyed your Dook vVery mucli---some
incidents I recalled! gy problem in the 307
began after the 5th misson. Jyy pilot, sSutton
from Texas, was grpunded Ior noi keeglng pos-
ition tight in fommafdon. other p_lots refused
to fly with him 1n the f»~rmation!

My copllot and myself as tell gunner flew
22 miss@gps with total strangers on thzir
first misdion. ot the best ki 4 of feeliigs
"not knowlig what thelr reactions would be inu
combat! [ kave always wondered how thLe
different crews su.vived and wio il.ey were!

mhree times o/er Berlin would be my clioice
if it countains names oi crews, lodses etc, etc
otheérwise I have my listu. :

If the reunion is not at Lhunting time I
might make 1t! was not lucky uvjis ,ear obut
enjoyed the campginf! gon Terry got a six
point elk that weighted 650# a.d s n Jium got
elk, deer and bear! we deligiiin having deer
and elk in our back yard but dou't like it
when they eat our flowers! The mighty Paciﬁﬂh?
ocean is the view from ocur living room--we
see sunsets, storms, shlps and the whales migratingl
Have just had sowe unusual suow!

E-mail R § tafford @ karvorside. com.
'}’,j?‘ﬂf/cﬁ‘ﬂ@ HarborSide. Cém
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