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DEAR RUSS:
I DO NOT KNOW WHETHER YOU HAVE A COPY OF THIS BOOKLET IN YOUR
FILE....SO I'AM SENDING YOU THIS COPY...MIGHT BE OF SOME INYEREST.

THIS WAS ISSUED TO ME WHEN I ARRIVED THURLEIGH IN 1944 AND I RAN
ACROSS IT IN SOME OF MY COLLECTION OF PAPERS.

I ENJOY YOUR 306 ECHOES AND YOU MIGHT WANT TO INCLUDE PARTS OF
THE HANDBOOK IN FUTURE ISSUES.

HAD A NOTE FROM BILL COLLINS LAST WEEK....I SENT HIM SOME PICTURES
FBROM THE ST. LOUIS REUNION,

RESARDS,

DOUG SCHBACK
1412 POWELL .

NORRISTOWN, PA.
19401

ALWAYS FIRST mmmnmm——F |RST OVER GERMANY
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DEAR RUSS:

YOU HAVE PROBABLY ALREADY RECEIVED REPLYS ON YOUR FINE PICTURES
OF 306 TH AIRCRAFT BUT JUST IN CASE.....

THE DINGLEBERRY KIDS.....#42-97505....M/sgt SIGYR GUSTAFSON
COMPLETED 100 MISSIONS OR MORE. 423RD SQ.

AM ENCLOSING A PICTURE OF ANOTHER B-17..4..

SOLID SENDER....#43-37616,...MZSGT JOSEPH TERRANA
COMPLETED 100 MISSIONS OR MORE......423RD. 5Q.
HOPE THESE MIGHT BE OF SOME HELP.

KEEP UP THE GOOD JOB ON 306TH ECHOES.,

REGARDS,

DOUG SCHRAC
1412 POWELL ST.
NORRISTOWN, PA. 19401

ALWAYS FIRST, FIRST OVER GERMANY
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helcome to the j06fh brou). You re com;ng
R e NENARPIY ® ‘the cldest and proudest coutat Group in this Sl
"-f*'T*?':»__'; et b i i theatnr. 45 a combat crew Captain you are about .

,to assume a role of vital resptnslblllty , N |

gy TH{E_‘-;{"‘Z_’_’-—}"‘ i SREAS St ,," Lnllsted uen’s upbs Scnu‘ule ;
) [lemmred § N . |
l Breakfast-~~--—~-——-—~--—ouO to 0800 hours )

........ - “Dinner - e 1200, 10 1330 hours . A

t °unper - R ¢/LD to 1830 hours i

. *”5 Ve have tvio Officerﬂ’ §Cﬂst . - i

' ' j

T Iyt kess for Ofxlcers of Lae rank of Captain . .
'*, or above, y : I
o "B" Less for Lleutenuntu znd;Flight.Officer34¢'

s 2Bl there's a PX and = “heatre, and a- Red
- Cross dero Clup all ca“»ctlpntly.brouped N
'around the unlisted Jents i chg~ .h‘,ﬁjq,,;‘vﬁg.r“

Y

et ynur Pl ratlon ca:ds qum Jour oquadron
_,Qrderlj ﬁﬁom.‘.;' A‘A. ' ‘L : i

S

Thcre are Liberty Run lru" 8 to Bedford: - S
© Far BEnlisted den-=Lodvi- - the”inter"ect- R
. ion of the two mdin arags at 1800 hours S
o and. returning at. 2300 w>rrq:°' - '
SN Offlcers' Bus 10 Bedford loaves from oY :’**»’”*?

and-"B" ligss - at, 1815 hours .and returps’ fram = | |
- the Granada: Theatre ia Ledford at 2215 and '

“

2360 hours.:.w:

S ron a1,

- Our prlnclplcs._“(a) Ireat an offluer like
-a gentleman and -he will act 1ike -5 gentleman, o
' b} Treat your enlisted ‘eombnt erew members

. e



R TR

. d oﬁr ground. pcr;onnul ]lxe am;:;uan mbn and tu»y 4. Your responsibiiitig»~'
: n . Sel o -,,’ :;.-.
:illyfl?ht and work like American men. - . o d

(c) & fair amount of Kilitary courtesy an -
o discipline is required to maintain the orginlzﬁziini
Mi' “and fighting efficiecncy of a combat ‘unit. You “b thi
=7 pe requlred to practice thls mlllturJ courtesv ? )
- de and dowin, - - - SERTES
bop st (@) We like to keep all. of our. people X

© (a) Gener' : It iv doubtful that if ever C
- in the history of ¢iviYiza .ion Aindividuals of our S
. ago and bﬂckground have curricd responsibilities so ..
- heavy as that ‘of - a4 conmbat craw Cuptain, You are ' -

the erPPS?ntmtive ‘of ong of the proudast Govern- - o
- monts in thitworld and ‘as-

e s e

[T

RS such you are its most ime
‘Lhe circwnstances allow..You win't find J;"ffj portant niesns of carrylng vils war’to the heart of

i e e etty rostrictions and. written regula- © .1 the onemy rnd preveating tir dévastation of our own

P e preat Ten vom & rp asked to co-opercrate on some- . T homuland. You ure charged civectly with bhe lives -

i e e o " pletsant: Lo evorgonie eoneerned 1f © - | of nine (9) individuals berides your own (It takes

1o thingol:uzf Tﬁit ]u;; "serew-ups' are rare endough . . . 1 some twenty (?0) Jewrs to grou

Y yo > 1 . L

A m&n<=an- airplanc
can be built in o few monthis ). You are charged with

the operatinn of ulwmost onu-hn 10 million .dnllars o

vorth ‘of invilueble Goverrwint cquipment., Your o
airplane is one of iLhe niosi. uighly technical and
‘”infinitely complicatod instiiments of warfare .
ever concaived by nan, Vihethicr it operates effeet-
~dvely or whether. you- nGuGJ :VJJ sacrifice the llves
};iof ‘your crew and the cffoits of our workmen on the

" hoime. front depends’ enbircly upon’ your technical

.abllity, your flying skill, your ‘good Judgment
-ﬂ_and your ¢ attention to minui: dutails.: e

: b) Your Crew:" You rust be a mothur, brother.

i and father confessor to. Von" crew, It is up tn you
"to see’ thut each member of ur eraw is pronerly fed,

clothed, trained, given the *oper amount of relax~ ..
@tion and kept thoroughly £i4 for combat, It is -
.also up to you'to see thai -.ch individucl combet
““crew member keeps his, chmbal, squipment in the very L
. best condition possible; hi: puns- clcen, znd rcports 0
on time to the proper placc. -
(1) Your Co-Pilot: . Yonur Ca-Pilot is a potential S
combat crew éaptain andiflight. commonder, If he isn't - )
- We don't want him. Trein him a5 such', Make him un~ - =
“derstudy you.in everything yru dos Put as much res~
-ponsibility on him as-he-can carry. efficicntly, His
" graduation to the pilot 8 sont, will come very rapid-
- ly if he has the proper stulf, - e

v individucl cases. In. -

het we cuan deal with them by in ;
g thg interest of .not reutrlctinn nny fragdom of Li e
?“— nocent peopla by blanket rectr:ctlons, JudiVld;fl L
1-.:. . offenses of a deJiOgretp ckaructnr arc not 1ig y‘

ho ™ :
- dt’alt wﬂj) Vo are, all on. ‘rh Bame tC'\u fi"t‘t n,rr the.,

Sdﬂm war for the. sume rLQSQHO."w“WJrK togutqur unu
';? rlpht or wbong Wwo. dll stav on-thé same Hlde.

’ nb. o
o T is means mgklng verv bonb coun o
losses (b? To Llook’after the best intereots of every
of the or,nnlzatlona‘gﬂﬂ .
T??beﬁ (c) To coﬂtlnually strive: to better our og- ;
,ganizatlon, to.perfect our, tactics and- trnining,‘gn
“to 1mprove our striklng power.7 ‘j4“ 4 "

e

o




(2) Your lvav1gator is .,xore uuportdnt in tm.s o
- theater of war than he was during the training . pro-:-
h'"‘- grain. He is your bra:.ns and he also mans one of the'};.
i - most important guns in the airplane. Seé .thet hg’
. ‘can Navigate by pilotage, deud reckoning, radio ald
sh and by celestial ‘objects both by” day.and by night -
%' and-in-all conditions of visibility. heke him. feel -~
+* that his job.is highly. ixal.ortd.nt. (xoou Nuvu,,ators
are hard $o find. If.you hive a y,ooc ona he m.ll get
a progotion. snort.ay [y
. (3) Your. Boubardier must ledzn a néu technlque -
of G5 bormbing. He must man a verg. luportant gun
4% position. sb tuses he .cusl nuvigs te. He mist learn .

A PETAE

e

LR R T

loc1ty. His . job, is zl-'l'....'l tﬂcnn cal und the in: u:u-y
- m2NTY hie_usug are: a:..ox.g tne most (.Ohl‘Jllcu-ted. in ex- .

‘istence. It 18 & good ifea “to makc ‘him our ﬁlrplane
FEAR atment-Officer. . . Caer . L b
el (4 -Tour top, bmre\. gur.ner is.no ...om-ezusomone
’ﬁth..t. transfers gas - 101‘ wourand calls off ‘the air .-
' Tsmeed when ‘yen J..u.cl.‘ He Zs ‘.1bec.b1.5 tlie, single wosE.
N 'yortﬂm. 1nd.w.auu~.l an the. uéienge ol your, dJ.ruldne. 7
J:i Jour air-u! ;ne - 1=“damug,ez.. he u:Lll h".L : ..nrﬂ than

“angy othen .I.n’.lfldl!u.; v(--cbt Jhu home. e is also; tne
"."en.ulnet.r on the ‘ground, wiho.. hge . you: contmually
1n;t‘ormed of . t e stat is. oi d_Ll uqun.,ment in your m~ -
o plang.. ‘ o
_ (5) Your 'itd.Llo (.operator hab a hlghly mportaht
'Job to pt,rform-. K, cen bring yeu homs when other .
‘methods of n:wn.gatlon fall.. He-can. caLL for help
“'when you. n'-'ad it..He 1s in- a central pos:.tlon in
- the alx'plane and can move aoout nore readlly than s
- any other combat crew- member when it ‘becoues m.c--
essaxy to take caie of ..ound-,d or to mahe euert,exlcx
‘repairs on eqm,meut. Soare- day'! t,ht. efiwti\re firve |
" from-his guns will, keep the enauy -from dropping a
L bonb in your radio hateh: He is also: responsibla
‘for the maintenance. and opemtlon of every 1‘m.m
of radlo cquipment in Jour airplane. T

e g

L

,.".gyfv-t AT
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L 'to accurately determipe the .wind direction and ve-} e

i

¥

. any other gun pos‘l.tloq. Mz
1

| atiom,: This wsiedns oxygei’; l,,:

Sk on

er:
: 't “your” ass:.stant radio’ o*) retor

. _‘;of vour hoad. he. tells you iow

, .:}-about flylng, about 1or:udtmz

-

9 (6) Your bali ‘turrnt gornsr oceupias a cold “un- )
- confortable and dengarous .-rition. Yet,~ you \slll find
. blat be gonerally fires .- ammunition in combat than b
st ne a go0d gunner and - he
t’. is also well ‘to churyge A
of ce:.ng th:t all e.unr- :
i .mtalled and in ,8o0d ; oogz--'
Lcly sarva.ced, walk :
in the proper; pl: ».c,, l:Lfe
ition and. prop.)xl,/ ser-
xbing .uishers and s are
WwEen wasiis all in. olnvo whon thcv are nea ded.p ST
g {7) Your “uist Gunrors: Cne. (l) of them will be *
'your ‘assistant: englnler an the other %will probably. be
Sf-e that the srforin

fohe. s4° functions' in adaiiion Lo manru.ng thgzi Zuns.

(8 four: Tail Gunner is, in addltlon to cov Y :
2 goverin, ST
an! mportdnt dr“a in’ your ¢ finse :.the Jyes in ti ]g TRR

the forimation bemnd you.
¢ tells Jou uiun to ‘take evasive action

burstb start clos.n. iny He tulls you vhen

acst hav: a fighting . hesrt,
chim with tis. rz,sponslbun -
. fency equipacnt is proom

" around and .bail ‘out- bottluc
] rufts, “ptarge ncJ radie” i o
viced, flr.,t aid luto, Yiee o

‘..,

e
3

 is. dlS-JOS"U. }
",whx.n flal'.

" pc,op.u. ar‘. ‘in trouble rma It lgnerd.L..y sces fore than -

any othor combat crew mimbor. Tell hia all yOu hnow

35, :uoou’s tactlcs so tha.t in
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est in the clezhliness and stote of muin=
tonance of your airplafc’ your ground crew uilljp?qome_qf'
lax and one day you will have .equipment failure in a
' most enbarassing situation. Your AFCE must be working
properly, your radio compass must ‘be calibrctuq,'iouQJL
" compasses must- be swung and properly inatalled{“Your.¥;
':V‘airépeed indicators must be calibrated anﬁ’ypur'free;..;’
-, air thermometers mist be czlibrateéd, All of these things’
" require work and-worry. and nobody's go :
. you, But if you don't do it, your bombs.are going to
miss the target and as’'a result vic

R

take an inter

!

. ' when losses were ‘natur:

t. those whic

| executive are all:availuble to-heip you with
ing to do it for .

will all find our= -

.~ addition to being & gunner he will be a tactical ad- A  }fselves going buck tim: aud again 1o targets which
" yisor. It is a good ideu to make hinm your airplane ;-{.shogld have been;9b1itnrgpcd the first time across. - ‘
. armament, chief. s : w . (d) In additicn t5 your other responsibilitivs
B (b) e know that all of youb crew members were . You'have a gre&t‘rgsnonsiQility to your fellow crew - .-
"ot properly trained to do all thi things that we have “fiifmepbers, to the peopl: o fly in the foamation with .
. found it necessary for them to do. Vle know your gunners ; 5youf Our tactlcs‘aru soungg?tnuy‘wcre evolved by the 7™,
~ aren't artists, that your navigators and bopbardiers £ ‘Eruel;trial ang erro: sothod, Our mistakes were paid ' .-
" necd more training, Ve knaw thal your radio operators - A??‘ﬁlthrthe lives of winy of our bast friends, but o
are probobly bewildered at the complexity of the comn- we have cvolved a systoi of .attacking our targets with |
unications procedure in this theatre. Yo have 211 soris Yery }1ptle loss, .The iactieal plan is based an hiving
af troining deviees and wie run classes continually. ;.ceztal“ F“mb°f~0F riznes in a certain position in 4
It is up to you to tell your operations officer of the Clg 0rmut19nf.Lt.15 Lo system of all around defense
- tyre of training each individual nseds and then to sce { ?ng n? cn?gg Tl?plﬁno ot anproach our formatinn from
- that he goes Lo the closses and benisfits. by them vhen .“FJ @;ructlon thyoua OJVi?g 4t Least 35 <50 calibre
" thers is a scheduled That's'a little enough to ask m;cnln? guns sturlng niw right in the face ond within
when it vill probably sove your lifc. T e —El ¢ fs:f:’c,:ure-rarn,;e;:_T,»,;}_.s ronns that when you bake off
- (c) Your zirplane will prooably need "¢ lot °f:;,«-f‘t° f}ll a ?0§1t10u it a rormstion it is assumed tact
going over bifore it is reody for combat. There arc-a: Ei y?u_¢re:gq+ng to deferd your assignod sector all the :
lot of tricks about th: oneration of «Guiprient, in the. ! woy to and frgm,;hg targst, If, for ary rosson, you .
¢ Ldxtrewe cold of nigh‘¢ltitude which®your crow chief .. f do n?t tiintadn your positicn in the formation you. -0
- ‘and your flight‘commbnder.will'tell‘yog.‘Tﬁis yill' “,_j.2~8§e efpo§1qg the rest of the farmition to an venue .
;0. get your superchargers to funct@gn;ng properly, your . ":hdg§9y q??ack and you wre reducing the Tire powor of i
- hezster, guns and turrcts to working when ‘you need theny el ormation by.ﬂpprgifmgtely 10, Ve don't want you ™ -
. " your bomb doors to npun tnd close, ond o keed your - [ © tnke 2 bad airplen: into onemy territory, but we =
5 Lpew members, £rom comding down with frozen hands' and-toes, .do want you to keep yo.r cirpluané in good shapo and | -
| i7Y Listen to them because they know what they.u:e:t?lkingﬁg}g_;nn#~toabortluglgggyg; navé serious trouble. | o
. “. about, But in addition to having all of your equip= ... & 5 ‘Gonclusion: ' all ihis sounds like a big order :
Y7 pent functioning properly at high ultitude tierc are a =l ?nd it is a big order. ut if.you will look szround
.. great many other things that you must do. Unless you t:. -and investigate the funciioning of the old combat

.. erew members who -have

€
b

wvived the experimental stage o
» : , +ly heavy you will sec¢ that '
;-the broad principles l-id down in this pamphlet are -
- . h were evolves over a period of iime as the
wonly ones which are «ff ctive in this theatér. Your
- flight commender, your cperations ‘officer and the air

‘ an -
,gle@ yo?‘might hove, ! door to -the Group Comm{nggi's '
Office is alwiys open. will see thot the facilities
are made available to vou in’

1 : “order that you may accome
plish everything that is necessary, In return we
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. urpuét you to put in
 (12) hours when you-works, Yoin will be given enough time
off to get ample relaxatlon. We'have a good many part-.f:

~ing everybody -gets up, goes ‘to work and- works hard un4
"til the work is done. Good, luck. to you and we are ox-..
‘pectlng g ‘lot of help from rou.v '
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ies and a lot of fun, but. at’ Revellle the next morn-
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4 March 1986

Dr. Douglas T. Schrack
1412 Powell Street
Norristown, PA 19401

Dear Doug:

If you have your 201 file, and can find a copy of Special
Order 221, 21 August 1944, please make a copy of it and
send it along to me.

Additionally, I would like copies of any other orders you
have that were issued by Station 111 at Thurleigh, or by
the 423rd Squadron while you were a member.

I have decided that I've got to get to work directly if I
am to bring my collection of 306th orders into good shape.
I have the '44 orders on microfilm, but they are difficult
to use and almost impossible to copy.

Hope to see you in Dayton.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong



4 THE TIMES HERALD, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1989

GRIEVING FATHER — Raymond Barnard leaves the funeral yesterday In Hallstead, Pa., for his son, Staff

ggt&dLi;go?afzgp?r;j, 29, dw:odwas kil:’erl.‘- during the U.S. Invasion of Panama. Barnard belonged to the
ivislon and had served In the U.S. invasion of Grenada.

Methodist Church is famlly friend Trudi Zurn. PR IR AR e united

AP Photo

Mary 1. Muscatello

Mary L (Varresej Muscatello, a
homemaker, died y sterfay at her
home on Lemon Street in Ambler,
She was 78. - ;

Born in south Am{aler, Mrs.
Muscatello was a member of St.
Joseph Roman Catholic Church in
the borough and the Lodge Rug-
gerio Bronchi 543 Club.

She was the widow of Peter
Muscatello.

Surviving are two daughters,
Judith A. Passerini of Gwynedd
and Eileen M. Lapore of Ambler; a

Douglas T. Schrack

Douglas T. Schrack, an op-
tometrist, died Wednesday at his
home in Norristown after a long
illness. He was 69.

Dr. Schrack lived on" Powell
Street and was a member of the
Norristownn Lions Club. A US.
Army veteran of World War II, he
served as a B-17 pilot.

Born in Norristown, Dr. Schrack
graduated in 1937 from the Valley
Forge Military Academy and in
1941 from the Pennsylvania Col-
lege of Optometry in Philadelphia.

Surviving are his wife, Margaret
(Hogan); three sons, Todd of Beth-
lehem, Douglas of East Norriton
Township and David of Norristown;
a sister, Elizabeth Town of Hill-
sboro, Ore; and three grand-
children.

The funeral and burial will be
private.

Arrangements are by the Bailey
Funeral Chapel Ltd., Norristown.

son, Bernard F. of Ambler; 11
grandchildren; two great-
grandchildren; two sisters, Cath-
erine DeSando and Angela Tav-
erno, and a brother, Nicholas Var-
rese, all of Ambler.

A Mass of Christian Burial will
be celebrated at 11 am. tomorrow
in St. Joseph Church, Main and
Poplar streets. Burial will be in St.
Anthony’s church yard.

Friends may call from 9 to 10:30
am. tomorrow at the Anton B.
Urban Funeral Home, 1111 Beth-
lehem Pike, Ambler.

Emma A. Davis

Emma A. (Anderson) Davis, a
homemaker, died Wednesday at
Montgomery Hospital after a brief
illness. She was 84.

Mrs. Davis, who lived in King of
Prussia for the past four months,
was formerly of Hackensack, N.J.

Born in Jerscy City, N.J, she
was a member of St. Mark's Lu-
theran Church, Hackensack.

She .was the widow of Frank O.
Davis. .

Surviving are a son, Donald A. of
Richmond, Va.; two daughters,
Margaret of Bergenfield, N.J., and
Arlene Oshorne, with whom she
lived; eight grandchildren; a great-
grandchild; and a sister, Constance
Anderson of Irvington, N.J.

The funeral will be tomorrow in
Hackensack. Burial will be in
George Washington Memorial
Park, Paramus, N.J.

Arrangements are by the
Courtney Funeral Home, Bridge-
port. .

Emma M. (Miller) Kramer, a re-
tired school teacher, died yes-
terday at the Pottstown Memorial
Medical Center. She was 94.

Mrs. Kramer, who lived in Boy-
ertown, was a teacher in the Nor-
ristown area for many years.

She was a member of All Saints
Episcopal Church in Norristown
and the National Retired Teachers
Association. .

Mrs. Kramer also served as a
foster grandmother at the Martin
Luther School in Norristown, and
at Boyertown Elementary School.

Born in Philadelphia, she at-
tended West Chester Normal
School. '

She was the widow of Charles A.
Kramer.

Surviving are a daughter, Luise
Burger, with whom she lived; five
grandchildren; six great-
grandchildren; and a brother,
Thomas Miller of Quakertown,

A son, Charles A. Kramer Jr. of
Norristown, died in 1988.

A graveside service will be held

at 10 am. Tuesday at Riverside
Cemetery, 200 S. Montgomery
Ave., West Norriton Township.

Arrangements are by Szpindor
Funeral Home, Trooper.

Frederick J. Bailey

Frederick J. Bailey, a retired
quality control specialist, died yes-
terday in Sacred Heart Hospital.
He was 77.

Mr. Bailey, of Muhlenburg Drive
in Blue Bell, worked for the Gen-
eral Electric Co. He was a member
of St. John’s Lutheran Church in
Center Square and the Norristown
Coast Guard Auxiliary.

Born in Hoboken, N.J., he was a
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Februar\] C‘\l, 1990

0 Whom I Moy (orcem:
| wonted +o let You Krow thot my {octher "Doujiqg T

Lhroek pqssed Aoy December 7 1989 . m[; father wos
0 Cighth Aic Force First L. # 0-g04954 pilot 493
Bombardment SC)UOLGerﬁ, 30lL+th Bombardment Group (H),
Mtationed at Thur*lelgh Rir"Base, Bedford Id‘na land from
Ffhe cotes September 1944 +o l—‘ebr*ulr\) 1945.

| have enclosed acopy of +he obrlw:mq N hopeS —that
You mightinclude mertionin my Hacther in Jour newsletter.

Pleose occept my applicotion to +he &%h-H’» Air Force

{istorical Society so+hat I mignt receive +he Cighth AIT
-ofce News and more 1mpor1—0.narlq +he B0Lu+h aloes .

O fn | Loheack

Pg. His plane wos the “\90“(5 Seﬂd@‘ff

Cneloged 1S oo cheakK for d 10 .00 wcor membersH;p ando—
#$ 095.00 donadion.

- met
RS~ p ©
P <N | ‘“? "
weé st i
w3 A Birca draie

Norristouwn l'?ﬂ 1940 |
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