


Henry Schmidt received Legion of Merit when Andy Vangalis
and crew put plane back in operation in 13 hours, with
two engines to changep and wing repairs after plane had

landed on one wheel. Other wheel would not come douwn.
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El ; s
Doredo Hilis, ca., gssa0
April 23, 19g4 1964
Dear Russell; 28, & yours wan, just
Enclosed is g cpy of the eulogy, went to rearty Fort

(military and retirement part) delivered for 38 Ay, This youne men,
Colonel Henry J, Schmidt, who passed away on 5 with the Armiv ' Cavalry
10 April, , Henry had about two months of 8 in the thirtics,

serious illness befope his passing, Chaplin

(Lt. Colonel ) Brooke, Mather A,F.B. did the te early 1940, Schmidt,
eulogy, and €xXpanded upon the copy to include forming Boni, Cr up, The

the service that all who risk their lives in the r Amy Air el , in Utah,
military, His eulogy was genuine, warming, ceivineg the latost honhers,
and well received, es of YWIL, O tain Schmidt

t was his joh Lo assure the
For your information, his widow ts aircraft,
resides at the address you have, I am his Son-
in-law, married to his daughter (only) Betty. rough its initi .} activation,
g and its deplo rent into

I hope that you can see fit to say ¢ Porh Group to | enetrate
something in your publication so that others was stationed it I'ngland,
ey remember him in s yers, eturmn to the (/... to see his

and his countr well, e

/__. 3 3
& K, "Budd" Lane ded the legion « " Merdit, and the
L/C, U.S.A.F., Retired .

: Cuerre, for "w ceptional

y Major, e continued to serve

and was azelll prouoled,

After completion of the war in Europe, Colonel Schridt was returned
to the U.B. and assigned to Mather Air Base, where he was to serve in
a nurber of capacities, rising to the appointment as Deputy Air Pase
Commarder. He later served at McClellan A F.E. where, on the 3lst of

Decenber 1953, after thirty years of service, he retired.

Soon after retirment, Colonel Schmidt wemt to work at Folsom Prison
CeuN.STY I'(,L}!- . _
as a Cuard, and then went on to Cans¥lling Tnmates, At this time

he establiched his home in "Hidden Valley'" n conmnity north of Folsom,
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n Movenber 14905 ~ 10 Ao b oA

In Chicago, Illinois, on Movenber 21, 1923, a yours oo, Just
. 4;.-?,\1 (922 ot e et et 121 pEdat t to peart v Fort
nine'days after his eighteenth hirthday, went to neaniy For

Sheridan ardd enlisted in the tnited States Ay, This youne man,

JHenry J. Sciwddl, spent a nusher of years wilh the Arwy ' Cavalry

Corps, berlore trenderineg to the Alr Corps in bthe thirtios,

As England was Uishtire for survivid in the early 194¢'., Schmicdt,
then o Captoin, was asSigned to 2 newly forwing Poni Snoup, The
wmnit was Flyine P18 aircraft at vendover Amy Alr Fiei: in Utah,
That wnit, the 2C6 th Bonk Aroup, was receiving the lzioest bombers,
the P-17 Flyine Fortrass's, the worihorses off YWWIIL, Cir tain Schmidt
was the wits Fneinecring Officer, and it was his joh to assure the

maintenance and supply of dke unil and its aircraft,

Captian ‘Schmidt stayed with this unit through its initi 2 activation,
its arowth to full strength, its training and its deplo ment into
¢onbat. The 306th was the ficest American Yo Group to , enetrate

the german tewitory in VAII., ‘'he wnit was stationed i+ I'ngland,

and for four years, vithout a brend to return to the U,:', to see his
family, Captain Schmidt served his vnit, and his county: well, le
served so well in fact, thal he was cvarded the leglon 7 Merit, and the
distinasuished French award, the Croix Te Guerre, Tor "o oeptional
Heritorious service", and a prowotion to Hajor, lle continued to serve

and was agein promoted,

After conpletion of the war in REurope, Colonel Schmidt was returned
to the U.6. and assigned to Mather Air Base, where he was to serve in
a nurber of capacities, rising to the appointiment as Deputy Air RPase
Commander. #e later served at McClellan A F,RB, where, on the 3list of
Decenber 1953, after thirty years of service, he retired.

Soon after retirment, Colonel Schmidt wemt to vork at Folsom Prison

Ceap.svlse
as a Guard, and then went on to Cw‘wsi*}linf Tnmates, At this time

he establiched nhis home in "lidden Valley" o coneunily north of Folsom,
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vhere he hecane quite acuive in conmmity affairs, lie wes active in
the Midden Valley Propecrey (vmers Association and instrumental in the
formation o the South i incer IPire Depnrtnent, e vos Lo serve s a

volunleer firesan o Lo connemi Ly for weny yenr:,

After moving his wife to Rancho ( ordova, Colonel Schiidt becare
concerned with the problers of the Nobiie liome owmers, and in the
carly '70's became Presicanl ol whe Hortherm Califomin Charter of

the Golden State Mohile fome Oumirs Lewrue,

This man. vias Instilled with detervinstion and il with
concern arxi service to his fello.: man, as the roview of his lile

testifies,

Colonel Sclinidt lost his first wile, the nother of his Stepson,
James Freeran and his daughter, ‘etty vilson Lane, in 1974, le
was married to Josephine nine yews ano, and they had nony bhappy
years topether, in harmony and in close relationsbip with  his
family, and hers, KeXis: EYEERsUraied B Toiil s FEnidhl Xeren  ard
TREQEE SR HSIAREN .Y e is alsc survived by his brother
Fred Schmidt, four grandchildren and tinee oreat erandchildren.
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Thomas of Boise, Idaho; and four
grandchildren.

The family requests that any
remembrances be sent to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.

Henry J. Schmidt

Rites are scheduled Friday for
Henry J. Schmidt, who began his
military career at age 18 as an Army
cavalryman and retired 30 years
later as an Air Force colonel.

The retired officer, who had
made his home in the Sacramento
area since closing his career at
McClellan Air Force Base in 1953,
died Tuesday in Rancho Cordova
following a short illness. He was 78.

Col. Schmidt was a volunteer fire-
man for the South Placer Fire Dis-
trict and had been a correctional
officer and a counselor at Folsom
State Prison. He belonged to the
Hidden Valley Home Owners Associ-
ation and was president of the
Northern California chapter of the
Golden State Mobile Home Owners
League in the mid-1970s.

The Texas native was the engi-
neering officer of the 306th Bomb
Group, which he helped activate at
Wendover Field, Utah, in early 1942,
His was the first American group to
fly missions over Germany in World
War II. The group won a presidential
citation. He was awarded the Legion
of Merit and the French Croix de
Guerre. Col. Schmidt was deputy air
base commander at Mather Air
Force Base for a time after the end
of World War Il

Surviving are his wife, Josephine
of Rancho Cordova; daughter, Betty
Mae Wilson Lane of Folsom; son,
James E. Freeman of E! Dorado
Hills; brother, Fred of Arizona; four
grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.

Military services will be held at
noon in Mount Vernon's Church of
the Valley.

The family requests that any
remembrances be sent to a charity
of the donors's choice.












