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But His Heroism

's Not Forgotien By The War Department

News of the dealh of Capl, Robert J, Salitrnik
was reccived from the War Depariment yesterday,
by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Salitrnik, 109

Sixth Streei, Alhambra.

Last night the War Department  announced
that Captain Salitrnik has been awarded two Oak
AL . Previously he had par-
rl_t'lpalcr! in the 133-bomber raid on
Chenault plant, and had received the Air Medal

Leal Clusters for hernism,
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Capt. Robert
Salitrnik, Air
Hero, Dies
From Wounds:

J Capt. Robert J. Salitr-
1nik, heroic 23-year-old
flying son of Mr. and
ers. Albert Salitrnik,
1409 South Sixth Street,
is dead. |

In a terselv phrased wire, the,
| War Department notified Capt.
! Salitrnik’s parents Monday alter-
\noon that thelr son, who was croup
'navigator of his squadron of Ameri-
lean Flying Fortresses and one of
{the outstanding flvers of this war,
':succumbcd April 16 of wounds suf-
Hfered in the massive Allied rnid on
CAntwerp April 5.

Hope that he might recover was
given his parents a few days alter
the Antwerp raid when rr;mrts'
came that his wounds were not so
serfous as first believed. !

And then on Monday came this|
telegram: !

“The Secretary of War (irsirrs‘
me to express his “eep regret to re-
port news received [rom command-
ing general, European Area, that
vour son, Captain Robert J. Sal-
itrnik, died April 16 of wounds re-
ceived In action in defenze of his
ceountry. (Signed) Adjutant Gen-
eral.”

AL almost the same time his
death was announced, the War De-
partment announced the award to
Capt. Salitrnik of two oak leaf clus-
ters for service in action including
bombardment and esecort operalions
against German-hela territory and
against the German air force in
the European thealre. Previously,
in February, he had been awarded
 the Army air medal for “meritori-
ous achievement.”

Brig. Gen. Frank
Antwerp, April 5,

Pasadena Junior Colle
the Paris time

| Capt. Salitrnik suffered lep
wounds in the Antwerp raid. His
!cnmmandimz officer, Brig. Gen.
il-“r:mk Armstrong, himsell faint
| from lack of oxygen, applied a
rtourniquet and gave other first aid
trentment to his injured navigator
until the Fortress fought off Ger-
lmnn planes and returned lo its
1':1;15\0. A 20-mm. shell fyom a
Focke-Whulf pierced the nose of the
iship, wounding Salitrnik, and an-
{other shell ecrippled oxygen and
'hycirnmic systems.
General Risks Life

Gen, Armstrong grabbed a “walk
caround™ oxvgen  bottle, containing
(a temporary emergency supply, and
|{‘1';\‘.l.'lcrl through a narrow passage
'to Capt. Salitrnik's side.

' Blood transfusions were given the
Ywounded flyer when his ship re-
turned {o its base.

On the day before he was wound-
irri. Capl. Salitrnik took part in
the American raid on the Renault
lworks near Paris when 133 Flyving
Fortresses rained tons of explosives
on their target.

Capt. Salitrnik was the navigator
of the first American bomber to raid
German seil,

Born  December 7, 1020, Capt.
Salitrnik was graduated from Al-
hambra High School and Pasadena
Junior College, He won his wings
at Miami in June, 1941, He was
one of three cadets to be praduated
with highest honors in his class.

: Stationed at Mather Field, Sacra-

mento, as an instructor for the first’
navigation class at the now-famous'

navigator training school, his request
for ovserseas service was granted
[ and he was sent to Wendover Field,

He flew to England aboard a Fly-
ing Fortress last September ,and
won  his first lieutenant's commis-
'ston soon after his arrival. Later,
‘he was made navigation officer of
Ihis group, He was promoted to
the rank of captain last February,

“Sally,” as he was affeclionately
known lo his comrades of the flying
forces, was considered by officers a
great navigator, “the best now in
England,” as one who knew him
Iinlinmlvly recently put it.

}\'ht‘:l as a lieulenant he skippered the firs
ican plane to homb German s0il early in l;‘

Captain Salitrnik ree ’
‘while aeting as navigator

A graduate of Alhambra Hizh School

IL?tnh. Upon graduation, he re-
ceived a medal for expert marks-|
manship,

I Amer-
; chruary,
cived his fatal wounds
aboard the plane of

Armsirong during a raid on

and

ae, Caplain Salitrnik at

: r Co C at nne
! was a navigation instructor at M:
Sacramento, and flew overseas in Seple

ther Field, |

oW o mhey, [
— - e T ———
IA, TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 1943 A Bmbra Advoente
o Estab!lshed 1387

——
—_—_——

| The last letter, reccived by his |
| fTamily here, written March 21.!
contained the following: “This war
|business is petting rather interest-
Hing just now.” He wrole perhaps
with the knowledge then that im-
portant operations were impendine,
as they were.

Capt. Salitrnik's father i= super-
intendent of mails at the Alhambra |
Post Office. His brother. Staff
Serpgeant Fugene Salitrnik, a Haison
pilnt with an observation squadron
at. Laurel, Miss., talked with his!
parents today by telepnone. Capl.
Salitrnik  also leaves two sisters.
Mrs. Virginia E. Henney and Mrs.
!Arthm‘ Clavion, both of Mlmmhr::.l
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| CAPT. ROBERT SALITRNIK
Died For His Country i
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