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Dear Mrs.‘Vaughter
Your letter '0f Oct. 30th arrived today, whleh is quite remerk-
able ag. most of the meil takeg about three weoks now.
| I probably should &pologize for not writlng you much gooner

1han this but meybe I oan explain, First I think the most important

can elmost certain that Jim is 0.X. I will
» 0f what happened that day, ag I

iggest air battle thet hag

:}was Wy second raid with my own crew, so I can thank God

; ed me to get gafely through ite I wag flying ‘on the

: Almos t izmmediately
'after the attack began, Relph's 8hip droprsed back in the formation,

however, khey soon pulled back into position. after flying along for
a feow mlnutas the shlp pulled out 8lightly to the gide of the for-
metion and 0pened tas bomb bay doors. fThey dropped the bombs, cloged
-the doors aﬁd;iejoined tae formetion, @pparently in gooqd shepe, fThig
would indicate that Jim was 0.K. becauge if the pilot had dropped the
bombs, he would neave been unadle to close the doors.

ifter their bombsg were &way, they came back into formation ang
went to the target with us and then started on the homeward Journey,

41 some time efter tnat ( I can't say just how long becauge things were
happening too fast) I noticed Jim'g Ship pull off 4o the Side and then

lost sight of them completely,

. When the flghtlng had subgided, I gtarted - iuestioning iy crew ag

o“'

to the whereahouts of Peterg ship. It wasg then taat I learnsg taey |
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Here is tne story as -my Hawlgator and tall.gunner told it. ﬁhen‘the
ship.pulled over behind us, and to the gide,. the pllot apparently
set up the automatic pilot end gave the order to jump. iy navigator
Ea;d that it was very orderly—-t@ey -jettigoned the escape hatch doors,
and the iﬁi}ows gtarted jumping out of the ghip. 4t taest.point, he
also lost sight of tahe plane. My tail gunner added that he suw ell
ten of the chutes open. of cdurse, there m&y have been some injuries,
however théy could not have been very bad since they were all able to
jump and get out 0.K.

It was gquite & relief to get beck to the home bage end talk to
my crew end having them tell me that aIl of the fellows got out.O.K.

We ware very lucky on that ramd. Only one of ouﬁ crewwasg
wounded, the engineer w€as hit by & piece of flak which broke his leg.
He is getting along very well , however. It wes tne roughest thing
I nave ever seen, and it waé three days later before I was able to
sleep normally again. For quite swhile I nad great difficulty writing
latfers to anyone, even my wife. I am sorry that I didn't write to
let you knowsooner, but I hope you'won't fsel %00 harshly toward me.

Perhaps by the time you redeive this letter yow will have neard
from Jim, however, if you don't get the word that ne is a orisoner of
war, don't give up hope because he may even now be meking good &n
escape from enemy territory. e have had quite a few men get out of
there, g0 I am hoping that they are on "the wey out now. If you ghould
raceive word that Jim is & prigoner of war, won't you please write me
zpbout it? I would appreciete heering from you frouwm time 1o time
aven though you mey pot receive word from Jim. If we hear anything
over here, you may rest egsured tanet I will let you kKnow of it as sodn
es possible.

I sincerely hope that tnis leitsr will gsomewhat ligaten tne burden
you have besn carrying and I also nope taut it ill be a comfort to

Jim's mother. <rlease tell her £or me taat I am certain ne is slive
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ﬁ end --that we shall all see him again when the war is over, if not

. befors. - . e . .
much for the very kind remerks in your letter. I

The.nk you so
mect all of you

" am look::.ng forwerd to the day when 1 shall be agble to

end to talk to Jim sgain to compare notes wi.th him.,

sincerely,
Jonn
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19 January 01
Dear John:

The January issue of Echoes is at the printer, and my public
apology for the inaccurate information spread about you in
the last issue appears. There was also something of an uproar
among other readers of Echoes, as I got several tributes to
you, each person accounting for having seen you, talked with
you or corresponded with you between the alledged date of
death and the date they received Echoes.

I was tracking down information on Richard Butler, received a
reply to #hiy inquiry today, and now that I am through with it

am sending it along to you for SSMA's archives. Kt is rather

detailed!

You'll get some coples of the new Echoes shortly, and I do
have a second mention of you in it in an SHHA article.

All the best,
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