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*.~'_prom: COMBOMGR 306

NRIYE

. ' 14-2-45

x F 238

To:  COMAIRDIV - ONE ¥ D
COMBATWIG - FORTY

Atten: Dir, of Int.
306th Group Narrative - Mission to Dr"asden - 1 February -1945

1, A/C 896-X, pilot Hansen, dropped eight & T303 and two wG3L on Dresden.
2, Bombdogg 306th as LO C bombed Dresden PFF. X Each squadroh made its
own run, lead dropping at 12:18 on a heading of 66 degrees, high at

12:19, heading 62 degrees, Low failed to pick up blip on first sighting,
and made a second run on practically & reciprocal heal,ding, dropping .

at 12:30, 239 degrees, Photos show no strikes, 8 to 9/10 cloud cover,

very faint ground detail at bombs away, probably ndb plottable. All PFF

;,g!w squadron, after a second run on target, was flying alone in area

betwoen Dresden and Chemnitz, One A/c 916-N, pilot McGahan
#2 of low elemert, was straggling, when 3 F, W, 190ts in line abreast
closed from 5 or 6 otclock level, As tail gunner opened fire, at

Fw's
kg, broke line abreast formation,

M/a«.ufwt

é(-;lﬁ /‘;W{,. U/ﬁf/bou
a/ allact 'ufn/u( 311 h/ooo.‘

RERLEERS

’

-600 yards, b
one flying high, other two below. High F, ¥, flew directly over McGahan's
a/c and attacked 466-Q, pilot Carder, #xix #3 in Low element, this a/c
receiving serious damage. The other two F, Vi.!s broke off to the right,

one attacking 814 -G, pilot Sandercock, #6 in lead element, Kinimxaom

damaging this a/c severely, and

. Llored b witin 100 Yurda gy,

wounding two crew members, The other,[abmkedffead a/c of high element,
Wood!s

a/c 297-N, pilot Wood, and is claimed as destroyed by/top turret gunner.mf

bhibvred

Wamtkwoax  F.W,.'s had time for only one pass, as{:hey were immediately '\f

bounced by P 51 escort. Several crews, including 297-N report 51ts ‘“f
#x J piboptawin B

knocked down,F.W, which attacked Carder's a/c. (un Afc 185-J, /“ »

L. None at target. Total damage to oura/c 2 slight. Meagre inaccurate

tracking north of Kassel, atChemitz, North of Frankfurt, over front lines.
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| About )
© oKk 1152, Buckeye said the clouds were up to 28,000, brealdng abruptly

on approach to target. sdvised not trying to go rmmoractmsdmdg

e —

underneath,

: xigitx FIGHTER SUPFORT:  Excellent iighter support picked up at Dutch
!‘ .

/ Coast ‘at 1045 hours, uave close support to target and w»=wxm were on

/ hand when low squadron was attackeds ywoou support all the way out‘\

A/C in Distrese: An wnixdentified fighter seen to go down at 1358 hours a¥approx=
imately 5025N-O00E, ' [

A B-17 blew up in the Frankfurt area about 1430 hours. Plane bel;.eved from ]
3rd Division, "J" in square-390th Grp. '

One B-2);, was see‘n to ecrash 5 miles south of Ostendg,

A plane, type unknown,. was seen going down one mile south of Koblenz=~hit by flak~-
che engine an fare. No chutes.,

Four éhutos seon near the ground at 1452 hours at approximately 5025N-Q&RRER
0620E, Reported by two crews,.

Our A/C in Distress: 11334\..4, i Poockh M anla
Our A/C 185~J, pilot Lewis, Left. formation shortly after fighter attack, One chute
reported (may hot have been from Lewis! A/C). Pilot Hathaway, A/C 914~DB, says
Lewis did a 180 and headed east,

Our A/C landing away: A/C 908-J, pilot Higginbabham, landed.at B-53,
A/C 975-F, pllot Henley, landed at B-53,

4/C M3-K, pilot Carakostas » left formation at 1516 hours between Liege amd

Brusseis, A‘f'::? T’e’*’—q’ Le "‘”‘t-"é—ﬂ/—z_;a———;/ .

/



’ HEADQUARTERS 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP
Office of the Intelligence Officer
United States Forces

¢

"APQ 557
1, Pebruary, 1945

SUBJECT: Intelligencs Nurrative
Hission: Dresden, Germuny

0+ Counanding Officer, 306th Bomberdment Group (H)

1. BHacrative .

The 306th troup flew 39 #/C includiug & 'FF A/C and 3 apures & AQh
"C"s Routet Left Felixstowe-1007; Dutch coast 5240 x 04338, 1045 houra; IP
50534 x 12237, 1200 howre; tar,et_Oresden, 121f hours; fro< 10 tou 15 =iles north
of course between 1250°L and 1000°E; Ostand 1557 hours; Raglish coast SLH0H x
01158, 1633; tase 1720, :

The low squadron followsi load over Drenden but failed to drop. Male
130 degree turn to left, taking I.P. fortheast of target, dropoing al 1230 hours
on heading of 239 degrées. 50L8% x 1253, 1258 hoursj 2 rniles south of Plaven

13043 SOL9W x 1135E, 1327; 50LOM % C912i, 14023 5023K x 0859K, 1L1l; Lhen sub-

stantlally on course to Datend, 16153 5 miles south of Clacton, 1653; bane L7536
o Buckeye anic the clouds were up to 28,000, breskins abruptly on apjypeouch

to targaet, sdvised not trying to go uanderneath,

: all PoF.F, eyulprunt worked satisfuctorily..

2, Fighter 4 d Fiphter Sunport:

At 1233, law squdron, after & second run on torget, was flying wlone in
arua batwern Uresden and Chenitz, One 4/C 916-, pilot Mcliuhun &2 of low sluent,
was atraggling, when 3 F.¥., 190's in Line ubrousst closed from 5 or 6 o'clogk Level.
As tail gunner opsned fire, at 600 yurds, F.','s broks line abro:.st Loraation, one
flying high, other two below. High F.i, flow diructly over aoelunan's A/C and at~ -

‘tacked 466=G, pllot Cixrder, #3 in low element, this A/C receiving serious disiage.

The other two F.ite'a broke off to the right, one attacking 8le<i, pilot Swulercook,
#6 in lead elesent, damuging this 4/C severaly, xnd wounding Lwo crew nmbars.

The other, wlosad Lo within 10U yurds of leud a/G of Mgh elenant, 4/C 297-H, pilot
¥ood, and is claimed as destroyed by Yood's top turret gunner. F.%.%'s had t3se
for only one pass, a&s they wera immediutely bounced by P=6) wscort. Jeveral. crovs,

" . including 297-N report P-51's :wnocked down thn Fo¥, which ettacked Cardur's 4/C,

Our 4/C 185-J, pilot Lowis, #3 in high alement,, did not return, and nay

A

have borne Lrunt of attack reportad by Woods TFighter support was clone a.d goad,

Ja AA, e :
None at target. Total daszages to ‘our 4/C 2 aliisit. Leagre inaccurate
tracking norvh of Kusuwel, et The:fts, Nory. of Frunkfurt, over front lines.

b '
The 306th as 4LOth "C" bombed Dresden PFF. Each gyuadron nude its own
run, lead dropping at 1218 on u heading of 66 degrees s high at 1219, heading 62
degrees. Low failed to pick up tlip on firat sighting, and rwde & second run on
practically a reciprocal heading, dropping at 1230, 239 dogrees. Photoa shiow no
strikes, 8 to 9/10 cloud cover s very tfaint ¢round detail at. bombs anay, probably
not plettable.
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Back to the
Homeland

By Connie and Everett Kaminsky

On February 14, 1945, a B-17-G
Flying Fortress was hit by encmy air-
eraft fire while on a mid over
Dresden. The pilot, Captain
Boylston Lewis, tred to make it to
the Russian front but, as the plane
filled with smoke, it became obvious
that the crew would have to bail out.
The plane exploded right before it hit
the ground near the village of
Hridelec in Crechoslovakia, and the
crew were considered MIA by our
government.

After VE-Day, one by one they
straggled home, released from
German POW camps. Except for
one, Sgt. Alfred “Buddy” Lubojacky,
the 21-year-ald ball turret gunner and
the uncle of SPIST Lodge 28, East
Bernard Sales  Representatives,
Everett and Glenn Kaminsky. His
family never knew his fate. Although
his status eventually was changed to
KIA, his mother, Louise, went to her
grave believing that, since he spoke

Czech, he  had scttled in
Czechoslovakia, suffering from
AMNEsid.

In 2000, his niece, Barbara Neal,
recently retired from the FBI, redou-
bled previous efforts to oy to find out
what had happened to Buddy., She
inferviewed surviving crew membsers

iﬁhu

gt ¥ 1

HUMANITY

Ceskd WA Cdst

Y,

and the family members of those who
were deceased, and she learned that
some believed Buddy had jumped;
others were not sure. The family did
learn the detsils of that hellish flight
and what his final moments wers
like, and that brought some closure o
his surviving siblings.

Then, in January 2005, through a
coincidence, Barbara learned about a
Czech citizen, Milos Podrimelk, who
had become obsessed with the B-17,
particularly Buddy's plane. She con-
tacted him and leawmed that he had
located a Nazi document proving that
Buddy, badly wounded and with his
parachute only half opened, had been
found dead and his body removed,
We still do not know where he is
buried, but after 60 vears, the family
finally knows his fate.

Milos told Barbara that the Czech
Republic was honoring the crews of
all the crashed English and American
bombers by building memorials at
the sites of the wreckage. He invited
the families to attend the dedication
ceremony, scheduled for May 8.
20035,

Thus it was that on May 5, twenty-
four family members, spouses and
fricds began the long journey “back
o the homeland”, The family mem-
bers were Buddy's brother, Walter
Lubojacky; sister, Ann Mikeska;
cousing, Robert Franek and Edna
Kundel: nephew, Everett Kaminsky;
niece, Barbara Meal; and great nicces
and nephews, Misty and Dawn MWieal,

right:

Ufedni orgdn SPJST ® ZaloZené rok 1897

LEFT PHOTO:
Walter
Lubojacky, Everaft
Kaminsky, Mishy Neal,
Down Meal, Barbara
Meal, Edno Kundel, Ann
Milesko, Clint Milkeska,
showna Sandel, Cody
Mikeska, Mol pleiurad

Shawna Sandel, and Clint and Cody
Mikeska, The two surviving crew
members, radio operator Sgt. Hardir
MceChesney and tail gunner Sgt
Leon MNahmias, physically were no
able to attend; however, we Wwere
joined by Jim Whitelaw, grandson of
the co-pilot, Lt. Robert Whitelaw
who had died last November,

The dedication ceremony Wit
very impressive.  Crech soldier:
stood at attention at each side of th
monument, and a live band playes
both the Crech and the America
anthems and “The Battle Hymn o
the Republic.” The mayor—an offi
cial who is the equivalent of ou
Congressman—a Czech Army offi
cer, and an Airman attached to th
American Embassy spoke,  Walte
Lubojacky spoke on behall of th
family. Flowers were laid at the bas:
of the monument by the officials am
family, including, of course, 4 yellov
rose. From this small village o
Hridelee, approximately 40X peopl
gathered in the cold and intermitten
ritin, From the very voung to the ver
old, they mumed out to honor thos
brave men who helped in their liber
ation.

Afterward, we drove to Lazn
Belahrad to attend the dedication of
wing of their museum dedicated t
the history and crew of this airpland
Milos had put together a large exhib:
fiom, a resulc of his many yedars ©
research.  We saw much of th
wreckage that had been hidden by th

From left o
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and the family members of those who
were deceased, and she learned that
some believed Buddy had jumped;
others were not sure. The famaly did
learn the details of that hellish flighe
and what his final moments were
like, and that brought some closure to
his surviving siblings,

Then, in January 20035, through o
coincidence, Barbura Jeamed about a
Crech citizen, Milos Podaimek, who
had become obsessed with the B-17,
particularly Buddy's plane. She con-
tacted him and leamed that he had
located a Nazi document proving that
Buddy, badly wounded and with his
parachute only half opened, had been
found dead and his body removed.
We zdll do not know where he 15
buried, hut after 60 years, the famity
finully knows his fate.

Milos told Barbara that the Czech
Republic was honoring the crews of
gll the crashed English and American
bombers by building memaorials at
the sites of the wreckage., He invited
the families to attend the dedication
ceremony, scheduled for May 8,
2005,

Thus it was that on May 5, twenty-
four family members, spouses and
friends began the long journey “back
to the homeland”. The family mem-
bers were Buddy's brother, Walter
Lubojacky; sister, Ann Mikeska;
cousing, REobert Franek and Edna
Kundel; nephew, Everctt Kaminsky;
niece, Barbara Neal; and great nieces
and nephews, Misty and Dawn Neal,

Lubojacky

LEFT FHET.;H'
rﬁlj'li: ar
, Everatt
Eaminsky, Mishy Neaol,
Dawn Meal, Barbara
Neal, Edna KEundel, Ann
Mikeska, Clint Mikeska,
Shawna Sande
Mikeska, WNot
is Rober Franek.

RIGHT PHOTO: Crech
soldiers sland of atfen-
fion during the dedica-

flon ceramony honorin
the craws of crashe

English and Amearican

bombars during WWII.

Shawna Sandel, and Cling and Cody
blikeska., The two surviving crew
members, radio operator Sgt. Hardin
McChesney and tail gunner Sgt.
Leon MNahmias, phyxically weme not
able o altemd; howewver, we were
joined by Jim Whitelaw, grandson of
the co-pilot, Lt. Robemt Whitclaw,
who had died last November,

The dedication ceremony was
verv impressive., Crzech soldiers
stood at aticntion ot cech side of the
monument, snd o live band played
both the Czech amd the American
anthems and “The Battle Hymn of
the Republic.” The mayor—an offi-
cial who is the equivalent of our
Congressman—a Cirech Army  offi-
cer, and an Adrman attached o the
American Embassy spoke.  Walter
Lubojacky spoke on behalf of the
family. Flowers were laid at the base
of the monument by the officials and
family, including, of course, a yellow
rose,  From this small village of
Hridelec, approximatcly 400 people
gathered in the cold and intermitient
tain. From the very young to the very
old, they mmed out to honor those
brave men who helped in their liber-
ation,

Afterward, we drove to Lazne
Belahrad to attend the dedication of a
wing of their museum dedicated to
the history and crew of this airplane.
Milos had put together a large exhibi-
tion, a4 result of his many vewrs of
research.  'We saw much of the
wreckage that had been hidden by the

villagers o keep the Mazis from gath-
ering it for scrap, There were pic-
tures, leters, and other memorabilia.
The museum was packed with so
moany visiors that the family was
invited to come back later to take pic-
mres because the crowd made it
almaost impossible during the actuasl
cvent,

After the muscum visit, we Wens
the guests of the Mayor for a dinner
ab & very fne restaurant. There were
many coasts, muech Iavghter, and
some tears. The evening ended with
a concert by a Crech swing band,
keld in the beautifully omate music
hall.

We had begun our tour of the
Czech Republic on Saturday, May 7
with a visit (o Prague, surely one of
the most interesting cities in the
world. Everywhere you look is art
and beaaty —Prague Castle, 5t Vitus
Cathedral, the Charles Bridge, and so
much more, Then on Monday and
Tuesday, we toured the countryside
und enjoyed the different beauty we
saw there. Colorful quaint villages
nestled in the valleys of the moun-
taing, containing neatly ended homes
with their lace curtains and flower
boxes. The ficlds were awash with

acres of the yellow flowers of the
rapesced plant, reminiscent of the
daffoedil zcene from Dr. Zhivago,
The purpose of this leg of the trip was
to visit the villages of the family's
origins, We went to several churches
and cemeteries looking for, and find-

From lefi to
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VESTNIE

" ing, familiar names. Even the graves
were beautiful —nio artificial flowers
there, but planted flower beds, dami-
nated by colorful pansies. We attend-
ed a short organ recital at one of the
miost beavtful churches we have ever
seen, with paintings on the ceilings
and walls and very elaborate decora-
tion. Pope John Paul II visited this
church in 1985 and presented it with
2 very rare golden rose award,

A highlight for many was a visit to
the Texas Museum in Lithnov., This
interesting place is dedicated to the
Czechs who settled in Texas, show-
ing how they lived, and offering
much genealogical information.

A very special treat was a private
dinner and dance, featuring the
Wesclanka band, which has toured
Texas several times, What fun o
polka and waltz in the country where
our grandparents danced, and to the
samie music many of us had heard all
of our lives. Other features of owr
tour were a dinner cruise on the
Vilava River, a water and light show
accompanied by music, and a visit to
the salt mines in Poland with a stop at
the church built in honor of Pope
John Puul I1 in Wadowice, his home
town., We also toured a glass factory,
a distillery and a brewery and were
llowed to sample the products at the
latter twi,

And, we will not soon forget the
trek up a steep hill to o rostic chalet
restaurant where we were freated to
their special rotisserie chicken, roast-
ing before our eves in an open fire-
place. Again an evening filled with
fun, music and good food, That is
where we were made citizens of The
Wallachian Kingdom and presented
with authentic-looking passports by
the jovial costumed proprictor, We
ended with a quick tour of Vienna,
which left us wanting more, and an

unexpected extra day in Pars due o
a missed plane connection.

Fabrygel Tours, along with their
European associates, Mobas Travels,
did a yeoman's job in arranging this
very extensive tour with very short
nodice,

—3SPIST—

Kolache-Klobase
Festival to feature
three-band concert

This 15 the 15th vear for the annu-
al Crech Kolache-Klobase Festival
scheduled for Samrday, June 11,
2005, at Riverside Hall in East
Bernard, Texas. This event brings
people together to enjoy good music,
good food and to celebrate cthnic
heritage and culture.

Beginning at 10:30 am. and con-
tinuing nonstop until 830 p.m., this
year's festival again features a first-
rate lincup of entertainers.  This
year's entertainers inclode Vrazel
Polka Band, Bobby Jones Crech
Band, Red Ravens, Chris Rybak,
Texas Sound Czech Band and the
Crechaholics. This vear, for the first
time, there will be three bands fea-
turcd on the stipe ot one ome so that
dancers and |isteners can enjoy a
giant concert by three of the best
polka bands in the state of Texas.
Two sets of dancers e alzo on the
program this vear — the dancers and
performers from East Bemard Dance
and Tumbling and smdents from
Keller Academy of Performing Arts,

Festival admission remains at 56
per person with children age 12 and
under free, The admission fec covers
all entertainment and music provided
by bands and entertainers in the hall

Czech Cultural Calendar

Czech Flims - ;

Last Wednesday al Each Month
Czech tims —shown at tha Czech Haritags
Socialy Lisrary, 4117 Willowbend, Housion
on the last Wednesdey might of avary
rmgnth.  Evenyons is wited o come and
anjzy the films!: I you have any gquastions,
call the - CHS Lewary (713) 349-0500: ar
(BEG) 283-22443,

dung §
Czach Hﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂﬁ; Day Fund Ralser ~at tha

Ml L

Hertage Cultiral Cenfer, LaGrange for
construction: of the new Czech Hertaga
Library &nd Archivas Musesm.

July 21 - 23
Texas Crech Gonealogloal Sociely
(TCGS) Conference: They Came - Wa
Seek—at the Caldwell Civie and Visior
Canter, 103 Highwway 21W, Caldwell, Texas.
SRESiONE for cevery level of ganeslogy;
knawiadgesble spsakers: book mom wih
resaarch maberial; hedo with Czech transis-

and outdoors in the pavilion.

Six massive water fans will cool
the pavilion o provide a more com-
fortable setting for dancers and spec-
tators. In addition, this year, a mesh
canopy will cover a larnge arca in front
of the pavilion to protect festival vis-
itars_from the heat of the June sun.
Aris and crafis booths will be located
both inside and outside the hall.
Crafts and goods of every kind will
be available for sale. This is a good
opportunity to shop for beauriful
crystal and ethnic souvenirs from the
Czech Republic as well as all types of
hand-crafted items, jewelry and
clothing. The cakewalk refums this
year providing an opportunity to win
a delicious cake to lake home and
enjoy.

This year, there will again be
cnicrtainment for the younger set.
Kid games and activities will keep
the youngsters occupled. They will
also enjoy a performance at 1 pm. by
students from East Bernard Dance
and Tumbling. East Bernard Dance
and Tumbling is under the direction
and choreography of Tina Dorotik,
Crzech-costumed students from the
Keller Academy of Performing Ans
of East Bernard will also perform
some typical Czech folk dances at
4:30 p.m. The Academy is under the
direction and chorcography of Tanya
Eeller.

A home-cooked plate lunch will be
served featuring sausage, barbecue
chicken, saverkraut, and other tim-
mings. The sausage and chicken will
be prepared on site the moming of
the festival assuring a fresh-cooked
meal, Serving will begin at 11 a.m.
Drive thra plates to go will again be
offered from 11 am. to | pm, Meal
tickets are available at several local
businesses, Advance meal tickets for
drive thru plates are encouraged but
not required. Festival admission will
nt be charged for drive thru plae
custermers. Of course, there will be
hundreds of kolaches for sale
throughout the day. As in prior years,
hamburgers and sausage boats will be
available in the afternoon.

A great list of prizes highlights the

Texas Czech |
| Genealogical Society |
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Lo yepman's job in mmanging this
iy ebxiensive tour with very shon
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.olache-Klobase
estival to feature
ree-band concert

This 1= the 15th vear for the anou-
Czech Kolache-Klobase Festival
heduled for Samrday, June 11,
05, at Riverside Hall in East
smard, Texas., This evemt brings
ople together to cajoy good music,
ol food and to celebrale cthnic
ritage and culiure,

Beginning at 10:30 am. and con-
wing nonstop until 8:30 p.m., this
ar's festival again features a first-
¢ lincup of entertainers. This
ar’s enteriainers include Vrvazel
lka Band, Bobby Jones Crech
ind, Red Ravens, Chris Rybak,
xis Sound Crech Band nnd the
wechaholics. This year, for the first
ne, there will be three bands fea-
od on the stage ar one Gme 50 that
ncers and listeners can enjov a
it concert by three of the best
lka bands in the state of Texas.
v sets of dancers are also on the
agram this year - the dancers and
rformers from East Bernarnd Dance
d Tumbling and students from
slier Academy of Performing Arts.
Festival admission remains al S6
r person with children age 12 and
der free. The admission fee covers
entertainment and music provided
bands and entertainers in the hall
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patoes.  Incaddition, das vear, a mesh
cinopy will cover a large avea in front
of the pavilion o protect festival vis-
mors feom e heat of the June sun.
Aats amd crafts booths will be located
both inside and outside the ball.
Crafts and goods of every Kind will
be available for sale, This is a good
opportunity to shop for beautiful
crystal amd ethnic souvenirs from the
Crech Bepublic oz well as all tvpes of
hand-crafted items, jewelry and
clothing. The cakewalk retums this
vear providing an opporfunity to win
a delicious cake o take home and
Enjoy.

This wvear, there will again be
cntertainment for the younger set.
Kid gaomes and activities will keep
the youngsters occupied. They will
also enjov a performance ac 1 pam. by
students from East Bernard Dance
and Tumbling. Enst Bemard Dance
and Tumbling is under the direction
and choreography of Tina Dorotik,
Crech-costumed students from  the
Keller Academy of Performing Arts
of East Bemard will also perform
some typical Czech folk dances at
$:30 pam. The Academy is under the
direction and choreography of Tanya
Keller.

A home-cooked plate lunch will be
served feamwing sausage, barbecoe
chicken, saverkraut, and other trim-
mings. The sausage and chicken will
be prepared on site the moming of
the festival azsuring a fresh-cooked
meal. Serving will begin at 11 am.
Drive thru plates to go will again be
offered from 11 am. to | p.m. Meal
tickets are available at several local
businesses, Advance meal tickets for
drive thm plates are encouraged but
not required, Festival admission will
not be charged for drive thru plae
customers, OF course, there will he
hundrads of kolaches for sale
throughout the day. As in prior vears,
hamburgers and sausage boats will be
available in the aftemoon.

A great list of prizes highlights the

Texas Czech
Genealogical Society
Website: txcgs.org

Promoting the study of the
genen]u?f of the particular

S Teas Cppche® e

For membership:
Syvivia Larnowvsloy
(972) 878-3001

From cuch K17 Hm.h_m mzmber snd
frort virions local businesses.

Ihe Koleche-Klobase Festival, in
its 13h year provides fun and. enber-
tamment for the entire family, The
Festival Committce welcomes  and
encourages the wearing of Czech
costumes to add a testive atmosphére
and o further promote the preserva-
non and celebraton of cthnic her-
itage. The POLEK. of A, arc also
urged to atténd n their “yed and
whites™ and to join in the spirt of fun
and appreciation of the happy sounds
of palka and waltz music. A flag tib-
wie b5 scheduled at 3 pan., followed
by a grand march featuring the Czech
and festive costumes on parade.

For information aboul game or arts
and crafis booths, call {979 335-
4827. For general information and
band schedules, call (9797 335-T907,
Wizt the  festival  website  at
www kkfest.com for fusther informa-
o,
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(” 8-Day Southern )
Caribbean Cruise

on the “Dectiny™ {Caraival Crskss Line]
Leaving October 30

Cabing start at
$486.38 por

(Cruize only. Dosi ot incinds adrfars)
Deposit of X260 due June 1§

Seay Travel

Marllyn Milan-Sa
mmvﬂmrr.aﬂn

\(877) 488-7329

Country Western Dances
Every Fourth Sunday

SPJST Lodge 88

Houston
14355 Beall
. Houston, Texas 77008

June 26, 2005

Wild River Band
3 to 7 p.m.
%7 tickets

Members, guests, friends,
and families invited.

%1 draft beer

We are a non-smoking facility.
Dutdoor smoking area avalablae.
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WWII Cold-Case Mystery Nears Closure

By Barbara Poythress Neal y
ngﬁﬁhﬁb email: Baeroy.MéaJ@mml.can

cellphone w K35-455- 1500

As children, all of us visiting Grandma and Grandpa's house near Needville, in Fort Bend County,
Texas, were well acquainted with their photo on the piano of my "Uncle Buddy" - Alfred Stanley
Lubojacky. He was young and handsome, in the uniform of the U.S. Army Air Corps in World War |l.
My mom and all of Buddy's other siblings kept alive Buddy's story. He was the ball-turret gunner on
a B-17 that was attacked by German fighters on Valentine's Day 1945. All the crewmembers had to
parachute before the plane's fuel tanks exploded from flames on board.

Ironically, they parachuted near the northern edge of Czechoslovakia -- | say ironically, because all
of Buddy's grandparents had come to Texas more than 50 years earlier from what became in the
1900s Czechoslovakia -- Jacob Franek and his wife Anna (parents of Buddy's mother, Louise Fra-
nek), and John and Frances Lubojacky (parents of Buddy's father, Joe).

Though the other crewmembers were taken as POWs, Buddy was never heard from again. We all
learned that he was Missing In Action, and that he was wounded in the head according to what the
other crew members had written to Buddy's parents after they got home. Until their deaths decades
later, our grandparents held out the hope that Buddy (who had grown up speaking Czech) was alive,
suffering from amnesia, in Czechoslovakia.

In the 1990s, while my husband and | (then both Supervisory Special Agents with the FBI) were sta-
tioned at FBI Headquarters in Washington, DC, | began working on family history and genealogy. |
tried following up on the occasional clue that the family had gotten in letters from a Czech fellow who
lived in California, and who was researching the downed US aircraft. My inability to speak Czech,
and his lack of fluency in English, made for tough hurdles. When he and | communicated, he could
not tell me where the various crewmembers had parachuted; he knew nothing about Buddy's
whereabouts. From our own government's American Battle Monuments Commission, | learned that
Buddy's name is listed among the MIAs at the Epinal American Cemetery in France, along with
many other MIAs. | had to set aside the search for Buddy.

In the late 1999, after | had retired from the FBI, | read two of Tom Brokaw's books, "The Greatest
Generation" and "The Greatest Generation Speaks - Letters and Reflections." That prompted me to
try to track down Buddy's former crewmembers, starting from their 1945 addresses. Thanks to the
internet, and many, many letters, | was able to find and talk with three of them, and with the son of
another. | learned from them that most of the others were dead. It was great of them to share with
me their recollections about serving with Buddy. From what they related about their last flight, it
sound-Unlikely that Buddy survived. Two of them mentioned that they had gotten letters through the
years from a couple of men in the Czech Republic who were researching their crew, and that these
men knew exactly where their plane had crashed. However neither of these crewmembers were
then able locate for me the names of these Czech men, or their letters, or the name of the specific
village "somewhere in the northern part of Czechoslovakia" where their plane crashed.

My Mother, Ellen Lubojacky Poythress, the closest in age of Buddy's five sisters, died in September
of 2002. Her death was closely followed by that of her sister Sylvia Galler. | flew to Texas for Aunt
Sylvia's funeral in December 2002. It was at her visitation that | first learned of the Texas Czech Ge-
nealogical Society, though | was already a member of CGSI, the Czech Heritage Society of Texas,
and the Moravian Heritage Society. Ruby Lubojacky, the wife of a first cousin of both Sylvia and my
Mom, alerted me that a friend had shared with her the article that began on the cover of the June
2002 issue of Ceske Stopy. That article was a translated letter from Dr. Josef Simicek, asking for



information about Mom'’s brother Alfred Lubojacky. In early 2003, | got a copy of the article and |
joined TCGS.

| began efforts to reach Dr. Simicek, who | realized did not speak English, since his letter had been
written in Czech. | speak no Czech, and none of my relatives can now speak Czech. | hoped to learn
whether his efforts to reach our family indicated that he or someone, with whom he was in touch in
the Czech Republic, could identify the exact crash site. | also hoped someone there could let us
know whether Alfred's remains had been found near the crash site.

In 2003, a gracious traveler to the Czech Republic contacted Dr. Simicek for me while he was there.
In Nov 2003, he mailed me some info that Dr. Simicek sent home with him: a photocopy of a map
and of the letter that Dr. Simicek had received (dated the Sth of Dec 2000, and written in Czech)
from Milos Podzimek, "The Bombers' Fan Historian," who lives in the Czech Republic. Podzimek
(back in Dec 2000) had apparently been trying to track down info on Alfred's family, and Dr. Simicek
had corresponded with TCGS in 2002 in an effort to help him.

The map shows a dotted line, apparently representing the aircraft's final flight, in the northeastern
Bohemia region, near the upper edge of Moravia, in the Czech Republic not far from the border with
Poland.

| tried emailing a wonderful researcher in the Czech Republic, who | had previously hired to locate
ancestral records, and who | had just seen in October 2003 at the Houston CGSI Conference. | sent
him a jpg file of Podzimek's letter, seeking to hire his services to translate the letter and to contact
Podzimek and/or Dr. Simicek for me -- to find out more clearly where the plane went down, and if
they knew anything about where Alfred ended up. Unfortunately the researcher was apparently
swamped with requests, as | heard no response. (Also unfortunately it did not occur to me to try the
TCGS for help in finding someone here who could translate the Podzimek letter.)

In the meantime, in January 2004, Cousin Ruby Lubojacky was able to get the Podzimek letter
translated through a helpful acquaintance of hers. Podzimek's letter had only asked Dr.-Simicek to
help him get in touch with US relatives of Alfred's, without giving any specific info.

Late on Christmas Eve (2004) | was thrilled to get a brief email, in English, from Dr. Simicek, in
which he sent holiday greetings and he copied an email from Milos Podzimek. The email from Pod-
zimek said{"Next year (May 8, 2005) monument will open on the spot, where Alfred Lubojacky’s B-
17 bomber crashed. We want invite relatives of flyer (Lubojacky) from USA."

By finally having Podzimek's email address, and seeing his ability to email in English, | at last was
able to get in touch with him directly. I've learned a lot from our exchange since Christmas, and I've
shared it with our family. We now know that Buddy's plane crashed near the town of Hridelec, north-
east of Prague and not far from the spa town of Lazne Belohrad. It is there that on Sunday the 8th of
May, there will be a dedication of a monument to the B-17, listing all nine members of their crew.

| then learned from Podzimek that he had obtained a brief German document that was created in
February 1945, which prompted Podzimek to tell me that Alfred had died at that time. | asked how
he knew the document really identified Alfred. He responded by emailing me a jpg file of the docu-
ment.
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| could see Alfred's name (though misspelled) in it, but | wanted to glean every possible bit of infor-
mation from it. Thanks to my Aunt Alice Prosise, | learned that Dr. Wolfram Von-Maszewski, head of
the Genealogy Section of the George Memorial Library in Rosenberg (Fort Bend County), Texas, is
fluent in German and has done translations. | contacted him, and he furnished this translation, which
leaves no doubt that my uncle died quickly, and that he died 60 years ago, on 14 February 1945:

"Remark: A dead parachutist was found in Mertendorf around noon on 15/2/45. Ac-
cording to the identification tag, the [service] number was illegible, he was Alfred
Lubojaky. Next to the dead was the partially deployed parachute. The dead had shot
wound in the upper thigh. After consultation with the commander of the security po-
lice, Chief Secretary Wélfer, at the branch in Aussig, the body of the parachutist was
turned over to the local commander Captain Christer in Tetschen-Bedenbuch for fur-
ther disposition. Notification passed to Captain Christer at 5:30 p. m. on 15/2/45.

[signature] District First Lieutenant of the Gendarmerie"

Meanwhile, my Aunt Ann Mikeska and | had already begun making plans to attend the May 8th
dedication of the monument. We knew we would need transportation from Prague, and | wanted any
relatives going with us to have the opportunity of seeing our ancestral villages that | had seen in the
Summer of 1998. Thus we knew we would need someone who could handle transportation and
lodging arrangements, and who was familiar with facilitating trips there. Ann contacted Joann Fabry-
gel, who had planned the successful 1998 trip on which Ann went.

We leave on Thursday the 5th of May (with most of our extended family flying from Houston, and
others of us flying from San Francisco and elsewhere). We will travel around the Czech Republic in
a deluxe motor coach. Our trip will have an English-speaking Czech guide. We will stay four nights
in Prague, and then four nights in Zlin (in Moravia). On our way to Zlin, we will visit Telc. While in
Moravia, we hope to visit Dr. Simicek's Texas Museum at Lichnov, and we'll enjoy the Wallachian
Open-Air Museum, where folks can see how Moravian ancestors lived before coming to Texas. We
will visit our ancestral villages, Chlebovice and Hostalkova. Our trip will end with one day touring Vi-
enna, from which we will fly back home on Sunday the 15th of May. We hope that one of the crew-
members and his wife will be able to go with us for this truly "once in a lifetime" trip. It is a wonderful
opportunity, and a very reasonable one, too, since the $2,050 price (double occupancy) covers all
transportation, all lodging, and all meals. Anyone interested in joining us is welcome to call or email
for more details. You can reach me in Galifornin: Utah:
o \ 435-655-152¢  BarbBy.Neal @ gmail. com
off X ec’(e Barbara Neal 846-625-584%F, email h@m@wmm—
SR cw‘;b R* Ann Mikeska in Richmond, Texas: 281-232-6545, email aandjmikeska@ev1.net

et’

) P. S. | have asked Milos Podzimek to help us locate Al's actual burial site, so our group can visit
that site whether or not his name actually appears there. | have told him that perhaps newspapers in
the likely areas of his burial might want to do a story about the American family coming in May.
However if it is necessary, I'll be glad to pay for some advertisements or notices in the local news-
papers of the correct areas, seeking any info that any residents may know or recall about burying
this American flyer 60 years ago. From Podzimek's emails | understand that the German name
"Mertendorf" is the village of the Czech name "Merboltice," and | know that "Tetschen" was the
German name for "Decin," but I'm uncertain so far what the Czech name is for what the Germans
calied "Bedenbuch." So the work continues.



Alfred Lubojacky’s Genealogy and Relatives with Military Service
By Barbara Poythress Neal

Albert “Buddy” Lubojacky (cover photo) was born on January 29", 1924 on a farm in the Needville
area of Fort Bend County, Texas. The family had moved to a different farm near Edna, Texas for a
while later, which is why that address was used in the War Department records for contacting his
parents when his B-17 went down.

All four of Albert’s grandparents emigrated from Moravia.

Al's paternal side Al's father, Joe Louis Lubojacky, was born in 1895 in DeWitt County, Texas. His
parents and four eldest siblings were all born in the village of Chlebovice in the Mistek District of
what is now the Czech Republic; they all came to the US in 1892. His father was Jan/John Lubo-
jacky (born 1861), and the maiden name of his mother (born 1858) was Frantiska/Frances
Hiavacova. Joe had two additional siblings born in Texas.

In birth order, Joe and his siblings were:

1. Juliana/Julia (b.1885), married Anton Pospichal. They had 3 daughters (only one of whom | have
a married name for, Krobot) and one son, Anton Jr. | haven't yet found anyone in the family who
knows whether either/both of the Pospichals | found serving in WW Il (Joseph A. & John F.) were
sons of Anton Jr.

2. Frantiska/Frances (b.1886), married Frank Stasek. They had 2 daughters (only one of whom |
have a married name for, Janz) and one son, Albert, but | know nothing further about their son Al-
bert.

3. Karel/Charlie Jan/John (b.1889), married Mary Matus. Uncle Charlie changed the spelling of his
surname from Lubojacky to Lubojasky ("s" instead of "¢"). His four children, all sons, were Marvin,
George, Justin C., and Charlie B. Lubojasky, in that birth order. It is logical to me that all 4 would
have served in WW II, but the only info I've been able to locate is regarding the middle two sons:

- George Stanley Lubojasky (b.1916 probably at Blessing, TX; d.1998) is buried in the Houston
National Cemetery but | am not clear on his service dates (no photo available to me)

- Justin C. Lubojasky (b.1920 probably at Blessing, TX; d.1999) was a B-17 pilot in WW Il (He was
a 1st Lt. before Fall 1942 & was Capt. in Feb 1945; so he obviously was in sometime before 1942
and probably longer than 1945).

4. Marie/Mary (b.1891), married Joe R. Zatopek. They had 3 daughters and 2 sons.

- grandson (son of Mary & Joe's daughter Bessie Zatopek, who married Edward Zacek) served:
Bennie Arnold Zacek (b.1944 Needville, Fort Bend Co, TX; living) in US Air Force 1969-1973, leav-
ing as Captain

- Mary & Joe's son Leonard Frank Zatopek (b. 1923 Needville, Fort Bend Co, TX; living) served in
US Army in WW |I, 1944-1946, leaving as rank P-5

- Czech American husband of Mary & Joe's daughter Josephine Zatopek:

Lumir Charles Jan (b.1916 Frydek, TX; d.1974) served in US Army in WW I, 1941-1945, leaving as
rank Tech 4 Sgt And son of Josephine & Lumir Jan served: Kenneth Ray Jan (b.1948 Wharton, TX;
living) in US Coast Guard 1967-1971, leaving as 1st class Petty Officer.

5. Ludwig/Louis Joseph/Joe (b.1894), married Emillia/Emilia/Emily Uherek. They had 7 children, and
numerous other descendants, including

(1) son Raymond Louis Lubojacky (b.1916 Needville, TX; d.1993) served in US Army 1941-1945,
leaving as a Sgt.



And the son of Ray served:

- Raymond Louis Lubojacky, Jr. (b.1947 Angleton, TX; living) served in the US Navy 1967-1971,
leaving as EA-3.

(2) daughter of Louis & Emily, Elsie Lubojacky married Emil Kadera (both living; celebrated their
64th anniversary 2 months ago). Two of Elsie & Emil's sons served:
- Edwin Kadera (b.__ TX; living) served US Army during the VietNam era.
- Robert Kadera (b.__ TX; living) served in the US Army during the VietNam era and was wounded
when shot down in a helicopter.

(3) daughter of Louis & Emily, Lillie Lubojacky married Louis Krampota (Louis Sr is deceased).
Lillie & Louis' son
- Louis Krampota (b.__ TX; living) served in the US Army 1969-1971, leaving as Sgt E-5.

(4) son of Louis & Emily, Edward Jim Lubojacky (b.1922 Needville, TX; d.2000) served in the US
Army Air Corps during WW 11, 1942-1946, leaving as a Sgt. He worked on planes and served in
China, Burma, and India. Three photos attached: headshot; him with a plane (taken in either Burma
or India); and the photo that includes him in uniform in the group of 5 that includes Raymond Louis
Sr & Alfred & August.

And 3 of Edward Jim's grandchildren are currently serving - all are children of a daughter of Edward
Jim Lubojacky & his wife Ruby Miller - their daughter Linda Lubojacky & her husband Leroy Mau,
are currently serving in the military as follows:

- Robert Earl Mau (b.1981 Houston, TX; living) is a Private in the US Army currently in Iraq; he
joined the Army in March 2004 )

- Randall Eugene Mau (b.1982 Houston, TX; living) is in the US Navy, currently stationed in Japan;
joined in April 2002, rank OS3

- (his twin sister) Rachel Elaine Mau (b.1982 Houston, TX; living) is a Private in the US Army cur-
rently stationed in Missouri in training in preparation for going to Iraq; joined in October 2004, Private
1st class:

(5) the Czech American husband of Louis & Emily's daughter Libby also served in WW |l (thus
husband of a cousin of Al Lubojacky): Henry Jez (b.1919; d.1981) in US Army 1944-1946, leaving as
a Sgt.

And 2 of the children of Libby & Henry have served:
- Henry Jez, Jr. (b.1943 TX; living) served in US Air Force 1964-1 068, leaving as Airman 1st class.
- Alfred James ‘AJ’ Jez (b.1947 TX; living) served in US Army 1968-1970, leaving as Sgt E-6.

(6) son of Louis & Emily, August Louis Lubojacky had son who served:
- James Lubojacky (b.1947 Angleton, TX; living) in US Army 1967-1968, leaving as Specialist E4
rank.

(7) daughter of Louis & Emily, Edna Lubojacky has a grandson who served:
- Shane Smith (b.__ TX; living) in US Army 1999-2001, leaving as Private 1st class .

6. Joe Louis Lubojacky (b.1895) [father of Al & Roman; already covered those 2 children)]. Other
family members in Joe's line:

- the Czech American husband of a granddaughter of Joe & wife Louise (nee Franek), Linda Galler
(daughter of Sylvia Lubojacky & her husband Robert Galler) served: Glenn Urbanek (b.1948 Whar-
ton Co, TX; living) 1968-1970 in US Army in VietNam in Fire Direction Control.



And the son of Linda & Glenn Urbanek, who is currently in Iraq (cover photo):

- Travis Morgan Urbanek (b.1973 Richmond, Fort Bend Co, TX; living) serving in Bravo Company
4th Battalion 112th Armor of the Texas National Guard, currently in Iraq [NOTE: see the article in
The Herald-Coaster (Texas) newspaper on 3 Jan 2005 about "B Company Ships Out" at
www.herald-coaster.com in their archives; the article includes a neat photo of him with their young-
est of 3 sons. When 9/11 happened, Travis had just joined the Army Natl Guard (at age 28) in Sep
2001 & was in basic training at Fort Sill, OK; he graduated from basic on 11/15/2001; graduated
from OCS 9/13/03, commissioned 2nd Lt, US Army Natl Guard in 9/03 & gone to Officer Basic
Course 11/15/03 - 4/1/04 @ Ft Knox, KY.]

- husband of the youngest daughter, Ann, of Joe & wife Louise (nee Franek) Lubojacky served:
Jimmy Logie Mikeska (b.1937, Rosenberg, Fort Bend Co, TX; living) served in US Navy 1957-1961,
2nd Class Aviation Ordinance.

And one son of Ann & Jimmy served:

- Clinton Wade Mikeska (b.1967 Richmond, Fort Bend Co, TX; living) was in US Air Force in 1986
August to Oct, when was given a medical discharge due to failed vision test that had been over-
looked on date of his physical exam.

7. Adolph Louis (b.1900), married Mary Urbanek. They had one daughter and 2 sons, including one
who served:

- Robert Adolph (b.1925 Fairchild, Ft. Bend Co, TX; d.1993); served in the US Navy during WW I,
1944-1945, ending as Seaman 1st class.

Al's maternal side Al's mother, Louise Franek, was born in 1899; she and her brothers were born
near Garwood in Colorado Co, TX. Their father, Jacob Franek was born 1853 in Ostrava & came to
the US in 1882. Their mother, Anna Malina was born 1872 in Hostalkova; she came to the US in
about 1882-1884 as a child with her younger brother and their mother. Jacob & Anna Franek had 8
children born from 1892-1911, including 2 sons who died quite young. Of Louise's 5 brothers who
lived to adulthood, 2 were older & 3 were younger.

In birth order, these sons (all born near Garwood, in Colorado Co, TX) were:

- Arnold Lee Franek lived 1895-1982; US Army WW I; his cemetery marker indicates he was a Pvt;
photo attached. Had no children.

- Albert Vojtech Franek lived 1897-1969; US Army WW [. (See cover photo and his sons below.)

- Charles Victor Franek lived 1803-1985; US Merchant Marines. Never married.

- Felix Leopold Franek lived 1806-1960; US Army WW |l Pvt who was given a medical discharge
prior to shipping out from the East coast for Europe due to 2 bouts of bacterial meningitis.

- Stephan N. Franek lived 1911-1983; TX National Guard but never served on active duty due to
being a farmer with many children during WW Il. See below re his sons.

Albert had 2 sons (both born near Needville):

- Alvin Roy Franek (lived 1921-1989) was a Lt in the US Army Air Corps, who flew in Europe & N
Africa during WW II.

- Clarence died in May 1945 just 2 days after graduating as valedictorian of his high school class;
his brother Roy was not able to come home for the funeral.

Steve had 7 children. All 3 of his sons served in the US Army.

- Gerald David Franek (b.1937; living) served 1960-1962 on active duty, leaving as a Sgt, and then
was in the US Army Reserves

- Edwin Jacob Franek (b.1939; living) served 1960-1966, leaving as a Corporal E-4

- Theodore Eman Franek (b.1944; living) served mainly in Korea.



Gallery of Gallantry

Editor's Note — As an additional part of cover story on Czech Americans’ Military Legacy, | solic-
ited TCGS members' photos and service records of those in their families, including both living and
deceased relatives, who served in the LS Military.

Submitted by Barbara Neal:

Ludwig/Louis Joseph/Joe Lubojacky (b.1894),
married Emillia/Emilia/Emily Uherek. They had
7 children, and numerous other descendants,
including son Raymond Louis Lubojacky
{right, b.1216 Needville, TX: d.1993) served in
US Army 1941-1945, leaving as a Sgl Photo
below taken in 1840s has 5 young men squat-
ting in front of a house, left o right:

- Raymond Louis Lubojacky [Sr] in uniform

- Alfred "Buddy" Lubojacky, not yet in uniform
- Charles Orsak, a cousin on maternal side,
not in uniform ¥
- August Lubojacky (who did not serve; he was b.1323 & is living)
- Edward Jim Lubojacky in uniform

And the son of Ray served:
- Raymond Louis Lubo-
jacky, Jr. (b.1947 Angleton,
TX; lving) served in the US
Navy 1967-1971, leaving as
EA-3 (photo to the l=ft)

Alfred Lubojacky in his
bomber jacket (|l&ft)

Daughter of Louis & Emily, Elsie Lubojacky married Emil Kadera (both living: celebrated their B4th
anniversary 2 months ago). Two of Elsie & Emil's sons served

- Edwin Kadera (b.__ TX; living) served US Army during the VietNam era (center photo above)

- Robert Kadera {(b.__ TX; living) served in the US Army during the VietNam era and was wounded
when shot down in a helicopter (right photo above}



Second daughter of Louis & Emily, Lillie Lubojacky married Louis Kram-
pota (Louis Sris deceased). Lillie & Louis’ son

- Louis Krampota (b TX; living) served in the US Army 1969-1971,
leaving as Sgt E-5 (photo on left)

(4) son of Louis & Emily, Ed-
ward Jim Lubojacky (b.1822
MNeedville, TX, d.2000) served
in the US Army Air Corps dur-
ing WW II, 1942-1946, leaving
as a Sgt. He worked on planes
and served in China, Burma,
and India. Photos: on the right,
standing by his plane, and below right.

The photo below: 3 of Edw Jim's grandchildren who are currently serving - all
are children of a daughter of Edw Jim Lubojacky & his wife Ruby Miller - their
daughter Linda Lubojacky & her husband Leroy Mau, are currently serving in
the military as follows:

- Robert Earl Mau (b.1981 Houston, TX, living) is a Private in the US Army
currently in Irag; he joined the Army in March 2004

- Randall Eugene Mau (b.1982 Houston, TX; living) is in the US Navy, cur-
rently stationed in Japan; joined in April 2002, rank 053

- (his twin sister) Rachel Elaine Mau ({b.1982 Houston, TX; living} Is a Private
in the US Army currently stationad in Missouri in fraining in preparation for
aoing to Irag; joined in Cctober 2004, Private 1st class

The Czech American husband of Louis & Emily's daughter Libby
also served in WW Il (thus husband of a cousin of Al Lubojacky):
- Henry Jez {b.1919; d.1981) in US Army 1944-1846, leaving as
a Sgt. (photo below-left) And 2 of the children of Libby & Henry
have served;

- Henry Jaz, Jr. (b, 1943 TX; living) served in US Air Force 1964-
1968, leaving as Airman 1st class (photo below-center)

- Alfred James Jez (b.1947 TX, living) served in US Army 1968-
1970, leaving as Sgt E-6 (photo below-right)




Al Lubojacky's maternal grandfather, Jacob Franek
(seated) and his four boys, Steve, Felix, Amold,
Charlie, and Albert who all served. Photo below is
Amaold Franek in his WW | unifom.

Felix Franek in Wi Uniform

= Charles Franek was In the US Merchant Marines

Albert Viojtech Franek with
his two sons, Clarence and Alvin Roy =

The three sons of Stephan M. Franek, Gerald, Ted, and Edwin:
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Jameas Lubojacky Reuben Stephen Flippo
son of Nina Franek Flippo

L

y H?bc Bruce :
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of Eve Franek Stewar

Clint Mikeska Jim Mikeska
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U.S. ARMY HUMAN RESOURCES COMMAND
200 STOVALL STREET
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Casualty and Mortuary Affairs Operations Center
Past Conflict Repatriations Branch

Mr. Walter V. Lubojacky
347669 East 1030 Road
Meeker, Oklahoma 74855

Dear Mr. Lubojacky:

Enclosed is a document provided by the Defense Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel
Office pertaining to your brother, Sergeant Alfred S. Lubojacky, which you requested.

This information is being sent to you in keeping with our policy of providing all
information we obtain that relates to your loved one. If we can further assist you, please
contact one of the Army case workers at 1-800-892-2490.

Sincerely,

Lieutenant Coldnet/U.S. Army
Chief, Past Conflict Repatriations
Branch

Enclosure

Printed on @ Recycled Paper



Excerpt from Oct-Dec 2007 KARTA Report

Martin Vesely, Vojenské Dejiny Ustecka, Usti nad Labem 2003

This book is about the air battles that took place over Usti nad Labem from May
1944 to April 1945. Excluding the month of May 1945, ground operations mainly
occurred outside the Ustecko area.

Summary of highlighted text on page 164.

[...] [In February 1945] north west of the Milada mine near Chabarovice an
American pilot landed with a parachute. Upon landing he was caught by two eye-
witnesses of the event and a Luftwaffe senior airman basic who was passing by. The pilot
was taken to the station in Chabarovice, where his documents and personal belongings
were taken away from him. He was not armed. Detained, he did not say a word. After the
incident had been reported by phone to the Sipo (Sicherheitpolizei — Security Police) unit
in Usti nad Labem, the pilot was transported under the supervision of a Luftwaffe soldier
and military policeman Burdeke to the present-day 15-17 Paryska Street in Usti nad
Labem. (...) The archival report does not mention the name of the American pilot and,
in spite of the fact that the USA Air Force lost one heavy four-engine B-17G bomber over
Dresden, which fell down in the area of Hridelce near Lazne Belohrad na Jicinsku after
an abortive attempt to cross the Soviet line, the caught paratrooper probably was not its
crewman (as opposed to Sgt. Alfred Lubojacki, whose body was found near Vernerice
na Decinsku on the same day).
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164 LETECKA VALKA NAD USTECKEM 1939 - 1945
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pamémikd jasnd nasvErlovala konmery pdsu Kruingch
hor 2 a% v Usei nad Labem bylo citelné chvéni phdy.
Diedingle dopadly pumy nedabzbo Perrovic a Krisného
Lesa. Exploze potkodily domy Marthy a Gergrad
Weelekovych v Erimdm Lese jimE sphsolaly shody neg-
méné za 50.000,-Rh. e 2,15 hodin pak dopadla 12k
puma u Petrovic, anit vybuchla, Byl oroadena abul-
kou, okolf bylo uzsvfeno a dne 1. bfezna 1945 hyln od-
palena prislutniy wehemachos, Exploze byla nzcolik
silnd, #= tlakovd vina rochils v okoubu o klomerrd
na desiley okennich mbolek a vyrazila dvefe. Plestode
le3f dolnf &dst Peerovic v ddoli a mista vibecho bylo za-
kryto viviEeninou, ke Shodim dofla | m, Beprdi tha-
dy wtepély Hemy C, Kohnel, August Wolf 3 syn,
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miésto zaméfila tentokris americkd 8. leveckd armdda,
doslo u Usd nad Labern k udalost, kierd neni dodnes
zeela osvetlena,

Kodem Zovre ma dve pfistd] padikem severosipadng
od I3chsy Milada 1! v blizkest Chabafovic americky

letee. Bezprosiedné po dopadu ho 22jali dva peikliz=j-
of svidel a vrehni svebodnik lofrwatfe, jen® tdmito mis
ty zravis projizdel. Pooé byl letzc odveden na mistni
wansef Schupo v Chabatovicich, kde byly zajiftiny jeho
doklady a dalli nsobnd véci. Ozbrojen mebyl, Zardeny
pepromluvil ant sbove 3 byl po wlefonickdm ohligend
téro uddlost pabotce Sipo v Ut nad Labem peevezen
zinfndnym vrehinim svabodnidem lofowatfe a demikem
Bilrdekem do doefns Pagifske uilce &.p. 15-17 v Ust nead
Labem. Tam poddistojuik lofraadie ohlisl, iz ve smito
ned Fretmymi horami vicél dal& oy paditky

Varchivaim hiiteni nebylo bohulel uvedeno jmé-
no americkéha leece, o prestode americkd bececrvo zira-
ribe pind Drdddanami jeden &ryfmotorayy bambacdés
B=170, krery se po marném pokesu dosihnout sovél-
gleyeh linif 2fitil v obee Heideles nedaleloo Lizni Bélo-
hrad na Jidinsky, k jeho-peiddTE itegme noparkil,
s ForaiTod seriant Aliteda ].1.1|:||:||c||:!-|:::| wo, jehod 8
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nik stikact eskadey 1J]G 301, 5 tm, 3¢ byl ve vadus-

nérn doarhoji sestfelen nos velkfm oditupem dopadl
s paddkem u ohes Habarmice,

TFR-1747 009



My wording, by the way, for that “encouraged to bail out” phrase in my first letter,
came from a letter that was written 22 July 1945 by Capt. Boylston B. Lewis to my
grandmother. Since you are the Secretary/ Historian of the 306" Bombardment Group
Association, and since both Capt. Lewis and my grandmother have long ago left this
mortal plain, I will share with you his letter in full. My grandmother received it

in 1945:

w22 July
Dear Mrs. Lubojacky:

1 had hoped since returning to this country that my vacation would be made
perfect by news of Alfred’s return. I still feel he will come back, but since
1 have been informed of the safe return of my o®her missing crewman, Sgt. Frank
McDonough, I want to tell you what I know of Alfred’s becoming missing. He was
in his firing position at the time repeated attacks were made on our formation.
All during the attacks his guns were firing so I have no reason to believe he
was hit. We received battle damage and attempted to make the Russians -
closest friendly forces. Because of power failure there was no interphone and
due to fire a messenger could not get through the bomb bay. We had talked
about what we would do if these circumstances ever existed, and the boys in the
back began bailing out, encouraged by signals from the Engineer through the
flames in the bomb bay. The ship was not under attack at the time, but
immediate danger of explosion existed. Two crew members reported seeing Sgt.
Lubojacky jump from the main exit door, although I did not see this myself
because my station is such that 1 could not. When I did leave the ship
Alfred’'s guns were vertical, indicating the exit position of the turret. This
was 30 minutes after the last enemy attack (time ship left formation).



w27 Topliff Street
Dorchester 22, Mass
August 4, 1945

Dear Mrs. Lubojacky,
We are very sorry to know that you have received no word of Alfred as yet.

I shall answer your two letters and hope you\understand my delay. I shall also
answer your questions and tell you all Franﬁéknows about the attack.

The War Department did notify us by telegram rhat on May 16=%, Frank was
liberated and was hospitalized in the European Area. We were also notified by
telegram when he arrived in So. Carolina and again when he arrived at the
hospital here in Mass.

Yes, Mrs. Lubojacky Alfred was wounded during the attack. When Frank was hit
he was knocked down and while he was laying on the floor he looked over toward
Al‘s ball turret - the turret door was opened - he saw that Al was bleeding
from the head -- his oxygen mask was off. Frank made an attempt to crawl over
to him but could not make it. It was then that Sgt. McChesney came into the
waist and put Frank’'s chute on him and got him out of the plane. Frank bailed
out before Al and does not know what happened after that. Frank bailed out
near a small town called Aussig in Cczechoslovakia, which is about fifty miles
from Dresden, it was in a hospital in this small town that Frank was liberated
by Russians. Frank was wounded in both legs, he received a bad wound in the
calf of right leg and a shattered shin bone of the left leg. He has suffered a
nervous breakdown which the worse is over. He is at the Cushing General
Hospital Framingham, Mass.

I hope this jnformation will help you in determining Alfred’'s whereabouts. If
there is any thing more we can do please let us know and we will do our best to
help.

My dear Mrs. Lubojacky from what Frank has told us of your son’s devotion to
you and his fine character and good living I do trust you will hear from some
source soon.

God give you courage in this distress. I close thinking of you I am
Frank's Mother
Esther McDonough”



Lubojacky (Family Letters

Dear CFamily

Most of the following letters were written by Alfred Buddy”S. Lubojacly between April
1942 and CfFebruary 71945. They provide an unbeliecvable glimpse into family life during 1o rld
Woar 4 Some of them contain only references to ancedotes about kittens and cows but you will also
meet many different family members and friends of the family. WYou will also gain a better
understanding of how the war affected everyone and the great lengths that family members went
through to keep in touch at a time when telephone, email, and text messaging weren 't a viable option.

o lhelp you maintain a point of reference, beep the following in mind. Buddy turned 78 years
old in CFebruary 71942, just before these letters begin. Buddy was the son of (Joseph Louis
Lubojacky and Louise Antonio (Francl-Lubojacky. e had two older sisters, Olga who married
Ephram {ZQ “or “(%ZL'E, " Kaminsky and Sylvia who married Robert “Bob” Galler. Je also had an
older brother, Roman Edward RE” Lubojacky who married Jor his first wife, Desilu. He had
three younger sisters, Cllen “Bab”, Alice, and Anna Celice Baby Doll” and a younger brother,
Walter. Baby Doll was born April 12, 1942 and would have been only a few. years old during this
time period. Walter was born (fune 5, 71939 and would have been less than 6 years old during this
time period.

(For a time, Buddy lived with Olga and O Xaminsky, ) s brother, ‘Daniel and Anita (who
was probably Daniel’s wife). Olga and I had a son, Cverett “Sonny”

he letters make reference to various other family and friends. Unele Cfeliv was CfFeliz Cfranck.

Aunt Oinska was the wife of Arnold CFranck. (Justin, Marvin, and George Lubojacky are the
sons of Charlie Lubojacky, and would have been Buddy's cousins. Edward, and Ethel are believed



to- have been cousins. Brother Lawrence was probably an officer in the SIS fraternal lodge and
sold life insurance for the lodge.

The original letters, as of CJuly 2008, are in the possession of Anna Cfelice Lubojacky-
Mileesla. The following digital images of those letters have been eleaned and restored to the extent
possible. Y an envelope contained writing on the reverse, that image is included also.

A hope that you enjoy this bit of family history as mueh as A have enjoyed reading and
preserving it.

Sincerely,

Susan Louise Lubojacky- Murphy Culy 20, 2008
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Postcard Postmarked APR 23, 1942
CHASE, MD.

From: Alfred Lubojacky
c/o E J Kaminski
Chase, Md.

To:  Mrs. J. L. Lubojacky
Edna
Texas
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Thurs Eve.
Dearest Mom.

Just to l[et you Rnow
that I got here O.K. Tues.
morning I missed my
train in N.O. so I had to
wait there all day till
8§:30 pm. when I [eft
N.O. I got to Baltimore
about 8:00 this morn.
and had to wait till
about 3:30 to catch
a train to Chase.
they weren't home
from work when I
got here but came about
30 min. [ater. Every
body is O.K. here so
goodbye to all.

Buddy
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Letter Postmarked APR 27, 1942
CHASE

From: (Alfre)d Lubojacky
Chase Md.

To:  Mrs. J. L. Lubojacky
Edna
Texas

P. O. Box 61
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April 26,

Chase

Dearest Mom

Iguess you are wonc[ering

how I’'m gettin' alomng. Well
I'"m O.K. as all the rest of
us are too. Olga was say-
ing some thing that Sonmny
is going to have his tonsols
taken out pretty soon and

I guess I will too before
very long cause when I

tookR my exam yesterday

I was O.K. except they

told me that my tonsols
were pretty bad. Olga had
off today and Dainal didn’t
feel [ike working today

so he stayed at home and

Effie is workRing. They

1942
Md .
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Vid

usually get home about

five o’ [ock.

here

Roman

but he

was

fast nite fhad

to go back [ast nite too as

he is on gard duty today for n

day l[ast weeRk. H e

shaving omne

was something that

will be

saying
he don’'t think he
transferred

all the

anywhere, as

other boys he

came

here with are all gone now.

Yes, I better tell you

that I'm supposed to re-

port for work tomorrow
morning at 7:15. Gosh I’'m
glad I got on that day
shift ‘cause it will be

bad enough as it is. I
passed my phisical exam
with flying colors and

was I glad too.

0
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I supposed

helper
they to

to be a painters

and here are the tools

[d me

to get. Hellofa

toolsI bleave for that Rind

of work, 1 pr 87 scissors, 3

screw drivers, 6  flexible

steel t
pliers,
1 note

what d

ape, 1

1 60z

ice pick, 1 pr.

ball pein hammer,

book and tool box,

o you

thinkKk. Boy

was I glad I didn’'t have to go

to school here, of course if I

had I might

job but

this

have to find

ride with as

a diffe

work a

have a different
is O0.%K. I will
some omne to

I work at

rent plant and go to

n hour

and about fo

before

Effie

before Olga
rty five minutes

and Danil.
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some way,

1

n

guess I will

Your

supposed

hour

I guess

I

just got home

P.S. I didn’t

t o

hope.

I'[[ makRe out

Well

close as Effie
from work

[oving son

Buddy

tell you

get

60 ¢
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Sunday
Dearest Mom,

Buddy was writing
home and asked me
if I wanted to write too
so I decided to write
a few lines.

How have you been
lately ¢ I hope fine or
pretty good anyway. Has
the blessed event been
y et I keep thinking
about that I hope
everything will be alright

complications

that.

are crops a

ase send us

I mean no

or anything like
How

home? Ple

a w#we few cotton

seed

t

Nite

10
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an envelope

wamnt

s how

[ike.

last

t
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to

hoe

aroumnd

cotton

trime you

the

write.

to plant it

dim

these

Roman wa

go back, he

stay over

is go

dowmn to

SO0 o0mn.

i

0

him

4

f

r

0

he wi

they

H e

ing to

South

I'l stay

S

doesn

her

ook s

here

nite but he had

didn’'t get

Sunday. [ think

get Desilu
Texas

t know

here

will transfer

someplace

There ismn

write

about

else

“t much

here
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P. S. We bought us a
used washing machine
last week. We haven 't
used it yet but I think
it will be okay.

/

because I guess
Buddy has told
you about his job.

I think we will
have to have Sonny’ s
tonsils removed this
Summer because he
is underweight and
the doctor savys
that his tonsils are
the cause of that. W e
will have his adniods
taken out then 10o0.
I guess thats all
for tomnite because
I need to go to bed.
Tomorrow is another
working day.

Love Olga

12
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Letter (Undated ~ May 15,

Dear Mom,

Buddy is writing so
I might as well write
some too and get three
cents worth in.

How are you feeling
these days. Kinda weak
yet hugh¢ How is Anna
I bet she’s a

How

Felicia doing.
great big girl by now.
long did Sylvia stay with
yout¢ Did Grandma come
over too.

I owe Sylvia a letter
I guess she thinks I
don’'t know her address
any more or something

butr I am so busy

when | get home

1942)

13



until bed time that
I very seldom sit down
even.

Roman was down
over the week end,
but we had to work.
He borrowed some

) weeks ago

momney from us"to sent
to Desilu to come to Edna
but she is at her folks
now and under a Doctors
care and herﬁggvises
against the trip so I
dont know what she
will do. Tam glad
she is at her folks and

not goodness knows

where.

I kinda think Buddy

14
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is getting home sick

a little. I wish you

all — Ellen & Katherine
and all the kids

would write to him
often. thatwhoeu/p him
get over it. He seems
to like his job right
well. Friday was his
first pay. He didn’t get
very much but now

he will get more because
he will have more days
in. VYVou see the Co. holds
a weeks wages back

and when you quit

you get it. We don't
have to buy bonds

if we don't want to
15



but can if we wish.
We haven’'t bought
any yet.

Last week we
registered for sugar.
This week we will
register for gasoline
rationing. [ think that’s
awful. They say that
so many tanker ships
have been sunk that
they are having trouble
in getting gasoline here
from Texas & Okla and
they don’'t have enough
tank cars on the rail
road.

Vou must be wondering

16
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why my writing
looks so funny. I am
writing on my knee

sitting in bed, don't ask

why- because I don’'t know.

I had a letter from
Mary McCafferty today
and she says that
Bessie has another son.
I wonder if she was
awful sick or Whydslhde
go to the Rosenberg
Hospital.

We bought us a
second hand washing
machine about 3
or 4 weeks ago. The

mens work clothes

used to come back so
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dirty from the

laundry So we usually
wash after we get home.
Anita has the water
hot so it doesn’t take
so awful long. We are
usually thru before
dark.

Anita hasn’t been so
well lately. She gets
her misery about every
two weeks and she
has no appetite and lost
weight. She has taken
some medicine from
the dr. and is supposed
to go back again. I
don’'t know what is

wrong. It could be
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something since the
baby came. They had
such a half witted
doctor then. She goes to
another one now.

I guess I will have
to quit for tomnite
because I am getting

sleepy.

Love to all

Olga
o
y
4&4,
@
S
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and a happy 6-iftﬁc[ay
from all the rest too.

Your [oving
Son

(inside) /ql:fre([
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Dear Dad-

I guess your wondering
how I'm getting along here.
Well its O.K. here and all
of that but found out there
is no place like home.

I'm supposed to be off
tomorrow but they asked
me to work so I guess I'[l
work cause there ain’t
very much else I could do
tomorrow. I guess you'll
got that card that I wrote
about the raise I'm
gettin 70¢ffr;oriu. Well 1
think thats about all for this
time so tell everyone hellow
for me, by the way I'm
enclosing a little present
for you.

with love
Buddy
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Letter Postmarked AUG 11, 1942
CHASE, MD.

From: Alfred Lubojacky
c/o E. J. Kaminsky

Chase, Md.

To: Mrs. J. L. Lubojacky
Edna
Texas

P.O. Box 61
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1942
Md .

August 1,
Chase,
Dearest folks.
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I just got your l[etter
ago and

answer now.

about two hours

decided to
There
write
if I run
to say.

I'm glad to

much to

get mad
of something

aint
so don't

out

hear about

good crops and here

is hoping that nothing
happens to it.

I would send home some
money now but Roman
was here [ast Sunday
and he borrowed $50. to
make his trip home
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so now I guess it will
be at [east three more
weekRs before I can send
any home.

Y

But wait I haven' 't
told you the most
important thing yet that
happened to me. Our
[eader told me yesterday
that I would have a
raise in my pay envelope
next Friday so that will
make me 75¢ and hour.
We just brought
Sonny back from the
hospital he had his
tonsels taken out, but
he doesn’t seem very sick

They took

any more.

25



(W e B el B TN

!

Vi 2
T ’*7263/1'1 ("““““-’T -—f//{ ;’Z?-’?/&/
A IIEE o A

J 227 /’ % 4
ATl AT 2 A Aekea = 2 ¢ ,..4..7.,

-

A
/’2"""'//?7"&%72_4:,.14&/'{-{-%.(#’?1’ =
82 ) T e i

[ AR SSE fy ~ew S S = OB 5 Y,
. L 7
) - I < =
i ' 4 .,4/.,:,{'_ A 'A-Q

them out yesterday
9:30.

aint

morning about
Well there just
any more

I'[[ hawve

to write Sso

to close.
with [ove

Buddy

Dear Mom;
I think 111 write a little
bit too. I thought Sonny
would be sicker than he
was whemn they took his
tonsils out but he looks
fine this morning. The
ether made him sicker
than the operation.

I'"1'l write more next
time. I am tired today. 1
stayed in the hosp. with Sonny

all nite.
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Letter (Undated =~

Aug 7,

Monday a.m.

Dearest Mom,

I guess you must
think ['ve completely
forgotten all of you.
Well, I havent but
I am so pressed for
time that it seems
as if I can’t squeeze
in an hour to write
to anyone. We have
been going swimming
for an hour or so
after work and then it

seems I can’t get every-

thing done I would like.

There is a neck of

the bay about

1942)
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a mile and a hal
from here and ﬂgrand
swimming place.

Do you have your
barn built? I don't
guess Daddy was in
no mood to wait
with it after he got the
money. I can imagine
what a rush he was
in.

How are the crops?

I hope they are very
promising. Effie’s sister
wrote that the crops
around Rosenberg are
nice. [ sure hope that
people make good crops

this year because
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last year was such a
complete failure.
MOﬂ'Nﬁary/and must be good
for Buddy because he
has gained 8 pounds
since he came here. I
guess he has written
you about his raise.
I don’'t think it will
be very long until he
gets another one. I got
one too two weeks
ago.

Starting this week
Wed. I have to work
10 hrs a day 3 days a
week. (Mon. Wed. Thurs.)
I don't like it but
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there ain’t anything

I can do so I'I] work
right with the rest of
them. What gripes me
Effie & Daniel & Buddy
don’t have to work that
2 hrs overtime. I guess
they might start a
little later on but

so far they can come
home and loaf while

I have to sweat and
don’'t think that plant
aint hot. All the windows
are boarded up and

not much ventilation.
One day they put a
thermometer inside one

of the ships and it

30



was only 111 degrees
in there. It aint
quite that hot where

I work but if its

that hot in Hell [

am starting being good
right now.

The boys went swimming
to nite and Buddy
scratched his #e= stomach.
He said he would
write too but his
stomach hurts.

Roman was here
Sat nite & Sunday. 1
think he is getting fat
too. He says he is
going to N. Mex. in Aug.
It’s going to be in Aug

31



P.S. Effie has received
his third questionaire
this last week. It was
really an occupational
questionaire. He had to
give full details of his
work. The one before
was a form to fill out
about the wife

working. It has me
worried plenty but

he is confident that

they need airplanes

more than they

need him. The company
helps the men fill them
out and the co. send

em off too. So he might

not have to go. I hope not.
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Oct. 18, 1942
Chase Md.

Dearest Sis-
How are you gettin’
along
now pretty busy I guess?
Say, why in hell don’t
you write or let me
KRnow how everything is
gettin’ along at home?
How is daddy making
out with that sale on the
place or is that all blowed
over again? Did he ever
find a suitible bull
for me or not?
Well I gotta tell
you that I going to the
hospital on the 22"% of

the month to have my
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tonsilles taken out, it wont

cost me anything as my
insurance will take care
of that so to the hospital
I go. I don’t Rnow how
long I'[[ have to stay out
from work but I hope it

wont be [ong cause I pretty

sure we ' [[ be home for
Thanksgiving so heres
hoping we will.

How is daddy gettin’
along with the plowing,
hope fine?

Say what is wrong no-
how I aint had any mail

for a month now.
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and its worrying me SsicRk,
why the hell don’t someone
write?

How is Katherine gettin
along I haven't heard from
her in five weeRs is she
sick or whats wrong?

Well I don’t KRnow
anything else to write
about so I guess I
better close so tell
Walter and every
body hellow for me
as I remain your
[y foving bud
7 Buddy
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Letter Postmarked FEB 8, 1944
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS
From:

To:

Box 61

Pvt. A. S. Lubojacky
A S N 38561682

Co“"A” F.S. H. Reception Center
F. S. H, Texas

Mrs. J L Lubojacky
Edna

Texas
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2-7-44

Dear Mom & All

Well I guess your won -
dering how I’'m maRking out.
As for right now I’'m OXK
as far as I can tell.

We took three tests
this morning and this

afternoon we were inter-

viewed. So far I'm getting
along fine in my tests and
they said I would take some
more in a few days for the
Air Corps. Right now [ need
my birth certificate and
three [etters of recommenda -

tion, he said they could be
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FORT SAM HOUSTON RECEPTION CENTER
FORT SAM HOUSTON. TEXAS

from

three
some

them

anyone just so I hawve
of them so please have
made out and send

as soon as possable.

We had a fine drizzle

this

morning when we got

up but it quit about day

[ite,
Well
this

Te[[Wd[Z”eZ @

its still cloudy though.

thats ‘bout all for

time S0 answer soon
Your Son & Bro
Buddy

tellow Jorm, d
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I'm in the Air Corps now—

2-9-44
Dearest Mom & All
Just a few [ines to
[et you KRnow that I took
my Cadet test today and
passed it, I made 221 and
190 was a passing grade, So

you can figure here is one

sltap happy soldier. They told

me I would be shipped

out some time next week

so please send me those
papers if you can. O! yes.
they said I would probly

be sent to Shappard Field.
Well thats all for now so
answer soon. [ remain your

[oving Son and Bro. Buddy
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Letter Postmarked FEB 28, 1944

WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS

From: Pvt. A. S. Lubojacky
A S N 38561682
307" T G (unreadable) 267
Sheppard Field
Texas

To: Mrs. J L Lubojacky
Edna

Texas
Box 61
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L2744 - 2-27-44
Dear Folks

e D S A T e I guess I better write

S T — 4ﬂg;ﬁ - you all a wew [ines. I
S ; = got your [etter the other
day and my shoes yesterday
and sure was glad to get them.

I was sorry to hear
about Aunt Vinsky' s
acciddent.

You asked where
Sheppard Field is, well
its write between Witicha
Falls and the OKRl[a. state
[ine.

I fineally finished
processing yesterday
morning and yesterday

afternoon we mowved
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to a different

all set

barracks. We're
to start our basic
training tomorrow I think
e’ [[ have about twenty
eight days of it. We

to take some classification

have

tests yet to find out whitch

part of the cadets we're best

fitted for, pilot, navigator,

gunner, radio man, or bom-
badeer. I guess I'[[ have to
close for now so, so long
Love
Buddy
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Letter Postmarked

From: Pvt. A. S. Lubojacky 38561682
307" T G. Brks 267
Sheppard Field
Texas

To:  Mrs. J. L. Lubojacky
Edna
Texas

Box 61

MAR 4, 1944
WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS




EHEPPARD FIELD

WISHITA FALLS, TEXAD

from me for some time.

3-3-44
Dearest Mom & All:

I guess you've been [ooRing for a letter
Well I guess as
you know I write to Katherine everyday

so when a fella writes a couple of letters
well thats about all the spare time a fellas

has if he wants to have a [ittle fun along
with it.

They’'ve Rept me pretty busy for the

past week although I haven’'t done a hellova
[ot, mostly [istening to lectures and going to
shows with a [ittle exercize and a [ittle
drill. So you see after all I’ve been Rept
pretty busy. I finished by eighth day of
basic today. Ihave twenty more days coming.

I don’t Rnow if I'[[ maRe the cadets
or not. I won't Rnow at [east for another
week. The other day I had an interview
and classification. That was to classify me
as to what I'd want if I washed out of
cadets.
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They told me I could eather take radio,
mecenicks, armour, or gunnery. I thold them I'd
rather take mecanicks, although I have to take
gunner after I finish mecanicks. So you see
there is no way to get out of gunnery.

How is everything at home? Has daddy done
any thing in the field yet. If he hasn’t I'[[ bet
its really eating on him. How are the cows getting
along.

By the way where is Bab now? I wrote to
her a couple of times and never did hear from her.
Is she still in Wharton or has She gone to Galveston?
If she has what is her address? Well I'[[ have to
close for this time as the news are running Kinda
short. Tell Baby Doll and Walter hello for me.

Love

Buddy

P.S. I haven't got payed yet but hope to get

it by the tenth. Has Bro. Lawrence brought my
policy yet or not. Did you all ever get a

G. I. check yet or not.
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3-9-44
Dear Folks:
I got your letter a couple days
ago whitch was more than apprecated.
No.
exptect to be by the fifteenth. That ten

you sent was a life saver cause I

I haven’t been payed yet but

didn’t have but five pennies
left. That WS G001 had coming from that
fella so don’t worry about it.
You askRed if I had finished my
All but three boys in our flight
started theirs yesterday; and damn it
I had to be one of the three.
streets till 10:00 and then went on
K. P. Idon't Rnow what I'[[ do today.
Olga wrote and told me Uncle
Felix was in the hospital but she didn’t

tests.

I swept the

say what was wrong or how long he [l
stay in there. I'm sure glad R, E. got some
of his stripes back, I wrote to him a

couple of weeks ago but haven't heard
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nean,

from him as yet.

We've been taking P. T. every day
and I want to tell you I was really
sore for several day, but I'm Rinda
[imbered up now. I had a slight
cold till yesterday and washing them
pots and pans really made it bad now.

I got a pernment pass to go off
the field but haven’t had time to go
yet its for a 35 mile radious.

Our flight leader just came in and
call off the boys that are going to take
their physical today. I got left out again
so I'll go on detail again.

About that police, I'm glad he brought it
home and the double idemity, well I guess
there isn’t anything a fella can do about

that.

Tell Walter I'd [iRe to roll for daddy,
but this year I wont be there so he [l
have to do it for me. Thats all the news now.

Love Buddy
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3-10-44
Dear Folks:
I'll try to drop you a few lines as
I don't have much of any thing else
to do at the present.
First of all I'm encloseing a form
for you'll to fill out. Its about this

allotment business, they seem to

have [ost the other form and they said

you'll wouldn’t get any allotment
till that is back so have it filled out

and send it back as soon as possible.
I think the best thing would be to
take it to Hamblin and let him

fill it out and both you mom & dad
have to sign it before witnesses

and he or she have to sign before both
of you alls name. This has to be all
in ink.

I haven't done much of any thing
for the past three day. All my flight
have been taking their tests the past
three days. ALl but three of us and we’ve

been on detail and probly we [l
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have detail tomorrow again cause
they have to finish their physical.
It seems as though this hospital

business still has me messed up.
I don’t see why but I guess that'’s what
it is cause the three of us boys that
have been on detail have been in the
ﬁospita[. You Rnow the five days I
spent in the hospital with my jaw.

I hear that about eleven of the boys
in our flight have washed out of the
cadets already. There are only 46 in this

flight so you can figure about how

tough it is, and I guess there will be
some more after it's all over with.
You know It’s a funny thing.
You see in the magazines and you
hear it a whole Lot join the air corps and

all that,
they have already quit taking cadets

but from what I can find out

and about 75 cadet schools have closed

down. So they must think they
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have this thing pretty well in the bag
or something, if it isn’t that, I can’t figure
out what the hell it could be. I hear they
are going to close this place down about the
first of June, it may be just a [ot of
stuff and it may be on the [evel, a falla just
can’t tell.
How is everything at home? I guess

daddy is working [ike hell in the field
and all that, or has it rained there again?
Has Pete ever started on that well or
not?
O yes! I got a letter from Bab yester-
day and she wanted to Rnow if it would
be O.K. if you all gave her that §25. for
them (unreadable) of mine on that cow. As far
as I'm concerned you all can give it to
her and that will finish paying for that cow.
I'm bout to run out of news so I'[[ have to
close for this time so answer soon. Tell
Walter and Baby Doll hellow for me.

Love

Buddy
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Letter Postmarked MAR 19, 1944
WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS

From: Pvt. A. S. Lubojacky (unreadable)
307" T. G. Brks 26% 363

Sheppard Field
Texas

To: Mrs. J. L. Lubojacky
Edna
Texas

Box 61
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3-18-44
Dear Folks:
I guess you all have been
expecting a letter from me for
the past few days but I've been
pretty busy and didn’t have a chance
to go to the group orderly room and
when I did go over there the insurance
clerk was out. So I fineally caught
him in today at noon so I asked him
about those papers and he said for
you to send "Cjust send the paper
that I sent and I guess the other papers
back to where ever they came from.
I had a note the other day
from the orderly room that I should
turn in my three [etters of recommendation
and my birth certificate. They said I
couldn’t enter pre-flight till I
had them turned in so I took them
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in this morning. I don’t Rnow yet if
I made the cadets or not although

I know I pass the physical and

the psychiatarist interview but [
don’t know how I came out on the
mental apetitude and the psychomotor
but I hope I did make it o.K.

I fiad a letter from o Olga &
one from Sylvia the other day,
had a letter from Bro. Lawance today
and sure was glad to hear from him.
I'm going to try to answer his letter
tonite.

I tought we'd all go on detail
tomorrow but so far we haven't found
o+ out yet, I hope we don’t though.

As far as I know I'[[ be here about

two more weeks more or [ess. I'[[
have to close for now so by. r[ope

Buddy
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3-25-44
Dear Folks

I have a little news I guess you-all
would [iRe to Rnow. They fineally
told me this morning that I washed
out of cadets so I'[[ go to mechaniRks
A. M. School. I'[[ go to eather of two
places, Amerallo or Keeseler Field
Mississippi. A captain told us that
they are shipping most of the boys
to Ameralo now so I guess thats about
where I'[[ [and up at. I'[[ go to
school there for eighteen weeRs, after
I finish there I'[[ go to aerial gunnery
for six weeks. After that what will
happen, no one Rnows. [ guess

thats not such a bad deal after all

cause they've practically comepletely
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cut the cadets out and its a rough go
I have to move to another

barracks this evening so I'[[ have

to close for this time.

Love

Buddy
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Letter Postmarked APR 11, 1944
WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS

From: Pvt. A S Lubojacky (unreadable)
307" T G Brks 285
Sheppard Field
Texas

To: Mrs. J. L. Lubojacky
Edna
Box 61 Texas
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4-10-44 — Monday evening

Dear Folks:

I guess I should have my
seat RickRed for not writing sooner
but I just didn’t have time. Last
Thursday afternoon we left camp and
went on bivouac and came back Sunday
at 12:30 and then we each got a shot
in our arms and after that we had a
[ecture on water pureification, got off about
five o'clock. Then e I went to town to
get my pictures and I sent them off right
away. I sent to large pictures home as they
made one more than I had ordered so—F
seht—tt—fome—too. | ée#ﬁnllénow who to
send it to.

You asked if I hadn't shipped out.
well I haven’'t as yet but we are going
to have a clothing check in just a short
while so I'[[ be ready for shipment
after that is over with. A person has to

go on bivouac and fire on the range for




record. As I went on bivouac Thursday and
fired on the range last Monday. I ;ff(i)en’t Rnow
if I told you all what I made on #=
range. Well if I didn’t, I made sharpshooter
with the carbine. I made 169 and 175 is
expet expert so I didn’t miss that very much,
with the 45 calber colt pistol I didn’t
even qualify, I made 53.33 and I had to
make 62. With the Thompson sub-
machine gun we just shot it for fam-
ilerazation.

O! yes you asked if I had ever got
payed, yes I did, twice, the first time I
drew $10.00 and the recent time I got $21.50. I
figured it up and thats all I had comeing,
that is if you all got your part. I have
to go on detail tonite, just found out. Well
that’s about all the news for this time.

With Love

Buddy

P.S. J
S Even if [ am ready for Shipment ¢

[r;z/ea'n that | Will ship sooq
SJUSt When eper they have
an opening in 4 school.

hat doesy 't
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Letter Postmarked APR 17, 1944
WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS

From: Pvt. A. S. Lubojacky (unreadable)
387" T G Brks. 285
Sheppard Field
Texas

To: Mrs. J. L. Lubojacky
Edna
Box 61 Texas




4-16-44 — Sunday evening

Dear Folks:

Well I1'm still here and as well
as ever. I haven’t been notified as yet when
I'[[ be [eaving here but I hope its soon.
I had a letter from Olga, Sylvia and
Ethel yesterday and one from Roman
today.

I was hopeing that 1'd have
today off but I had to go to a lecture
on malaria control at 9:30 and got out at
12:00. I’'ve had all the afternoon off
though. I went to the show and then
walked up to the other end of the
field to the PX there, I wanted to get
some bars to hang on my sharpshooter
metal but they were closed so I didn’t
get them.

How is farming now, has daddy
finished planting or not? How are
the cows, have any more of them had
calves or not?

I think I'm going to try to get
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on some permanent detail here till I
[eave here cause I'm finished with my
basic cause I'm getting some lousy detail
every day anyway and we have a ten mile
hike comeing up Wednesday and I want
to get out of that if I can. If I get

on pernment detail I wont have to go on
any % hikes or start retrete or any thing
[ike that.

How is Baby Doll? (Can she talk
well already or is she still holding back?
I'[[ have to close as the news are
getting rather short and I want to write
to Olga yet.

Love

Buddy
P.J, TE[[Wa[t
hellow for rand F Baby Dol
/ .

62



_"'/'« ""‘:‘7/“’; ProC/eyR

so7M i $& 27T

Ll 7

.2'&1’:
-~z‘f;.14 e
A - —4/1,1';(,-4
Letter Postmarked APR 23, 1944

WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS

From: Pvt. A. S. Lubojacky 38561682
307" T G Brks 285
Sheppard Field
Texas

To:  Mrs. Joe L. Lubojacky
Edna

Box 61 Texas
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4-20-44
Thursday A. M.

Dear Folks:
Just a few lines to let you Rnow
that I'm leaving this hell hole
sometime tomorrow morning. I going
to Las Vegas Nevada to a gunnery school,
as well as I can find out I’[l be there about
two months. I moved over to a different
barracks yesterday morning and was
processing all day. First we had physical inspection
then after noon we had clothing check and
after that we checRed and brought our
service record up to date. I don’t think,
we’ll do any thing today but lay around
in the barracks. I+ can’t think of anything
else to write so I guess I'[[ have to
close for now. I probably won’t be able to
write anymore till after I get there so
good bye.
Your loving Son < bro.
Buddy



Letter Postmarked APR 25, 1944
LAS VEGAS, NEV.

From: Pvt. A. S. Lubojacky 38561682
L.V.A.AF.
LVGS Student Pool
Las Vegas Nevada

To:  Mrs. J. L. Lubojacky
Edna
Box 61 Texas
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4-24-44
Monday afternoon

Dear Folks:
I guess your wondering how I made

the trip. Well I'm still in ke one

piece and as well as ever, but not very
happy. We arrived here to the field

last nite about 8:30 and then had to

stand in [ine for about two hours to

get our bedding. This is a pretty nice field,
it's right down in a valley and there are
mountains all the way around us, some

of them have snow on them.
As I said this is a gunnery school
and I'[[ be here about seven to nine
weeks. This is if nothing happens to me.
This damn army anyway, they tell you
one thing and turn right around do the
oppsite, as what they say here there is a
very slim chance that I get to go to A.M.
school whitch I wanted more than anything
out of this whole out fit. To this is a B17
school that’s what I'[[ be in as a gunner.
Well as the news are rather short today I'[[

have to close. Love
(over) %ucfcfy
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the address whitch I put on my for a return
will not be pernment. I'[[ be changed
in just about a week so if you don’t have
some bad news or something [ike that I'd rather
you wouldn't write till after the change
of address.

O Yeah! You asked what detail means,
well it’s just all sorts of odd jobs such
as guard, K.®., cleaning guns, mowing the
lawn or just anything % [ike that is a detail.

Love

Buddy
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Letter Postmarked APR 28, 1944

LAS VEGAS, NEV.

From: Pvt. A. S. Lubojacky 38561682
L.V.AA.F.
LVGS Student Pool
Las Vegas Nevada

To:  Mrs. J. L. Lubojacky
Edna
Box 61 Texas
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c.r.F
S/S Esso Washington
c/o Postmaster
Std Oil Co.
New York
N.Y.

69



4-28-44
Friday noon

Dear Folks:

I guess you all are wondering how
I getting along, well, as far as my self
I'm as well as could be expected. I haven't
found out as yet when I'[[ start school,
some of the boys that I came with up
here were assigned to a squadron this
morning. I'm not doing very much. I
have to drell and take P.T. every morning
and in the sftermeot afternoon we're
all subject to get on some detail. LiKe
yesterday I helped haul some matresses,
beds and pillows to different barracks here
on the field.

I had the supprise of my life
yesterday evening. Me and a couple
other boys had gone to the gym to [ift
some weights and take some exercize on our
own. Were there about thirety minites
when all of a sudden Marvin walks up.
Talk about a supprised man, I was. Come
to find out he'’s staying in the barracks
right next to ours. I came her Sunday

(over)
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nite and he said he came in Monday, so chances
are that we'[l be in the same class.

I had a letter from Roman yesterday
and he said he was doing O.K. Well I'[[
have to stop now for a little while cause I've
to go to chow and mail call, we’ll finish
when I come back, Just came back from chow

so I'll have to sign off now as it's time
for us to fall out.

Love

Buddy
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Letter Postmarked MAY 1, 1944
LAS VEGAS, NEV.

From: Pvt. A. S. Lubojacky 38561682
LVAAF
LVGS Student Pool
Las Vegas Nevada

To: Mrs. J. L. Lubojacky
Edna
Box 61 Texas
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4-30-44
Sunday noon
Dear Folks:

I'[[ try to drop you all a few
[ines as thats about all I have
to do now. [ didn’t even get up
for breakfast, just layed in bed till
about 10:40, then I got up and cleaned up
and went to dinner. I slept all
yesterday afternoon.

I haven't done anything tords
getting assigned to a squadron as yet
but if my guess is right I should
process about Tuesday, that is have
a cloathing and service record check.

Say Mom, as much as I hate to
ask for anything but seems as
though I'[[ have to. I wonder if you
could send me about five dollars till
we get payed. We were supposed to
get payed today but since we had
shipped up here we got red lined,
that is we won't get payed till maybe
the tenth or it is possible that we
won't get payed till just before
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we leave this place, but they claim
we'[l[ be payed in full before
we leave here.

I don’t Rnow if you all have heard
or not but I was talRing to Marvin
yesterday and he said George got
a discharge from the navy. He had
been wounded in the leg and then was
paralized for a short while thats why
he got the discharge, he'’s worRing
now in Corpus. Some three weekRs ago
Justin had completed his 40'% bombing
mission. When a person completes 50
missions he is to get to come back
home, but he is expecting to have to stay
there till after the French envasion
is well along.

I was going through some of my
things this morning and came
across my birth certificate and some
other papers that I don’t think
I'[[ need now for a while so
I'm sending them home in a different
envelope. As this would be to heavy if I
sent it all together.
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Say, I was just wondering how
Delorises calf is getting along or have
you all sold it already? Has Pat ever
had her calf or not? How are the

rest of the cows? Has Pete M. ever
dug that well or not? Did you all
ever get that much needed rain?

I had a [etter from Roman the
other day and he says he’s getting
along O.K. I also had one from Olga
a couple days ago.

I think I had better sign off
for this time as I have to wash me
some clothes cause we don't get our
laundry done here till after we get
assigned to a squdron.

With [ove
Buddy
P. S. Tell Walter he better not [et
the [ittle Rittens scratch him all

up.

76



A AR Tt g 38 T TR S e

LVAAL [/ o <y —
LV ES ,435/22‘&4_.(/»///} L /:»F‘--“’ M &f —————
MAY o = - . =
 — =7 “ympu ) =3
v . /.::y ey, SRR e
A e
<7
r/,’? ' // S / o
s 7:: L/ L / ,/—4.4,2_/

Letter Postmarked MAY 9, 1944
LAS VEGAS, NEV.

From: Pvt. A. S. Lubojacky (unreadable)
LVAAF

LVGS Student Pool

Las Vegas Nevada

To: Mrs. J. L. Lubojacky
Edna
Box 61 Texas
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LAS VEGAS ARMY AIR FIELD
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 5 _ 8 _ 4 4

J‘f-#a‘ Mon.

@ {zé/ ’ Dear To[.{s:
o 4 ﬁgé/éié' Received your l[etter today

at noon and sure was

nite

/ = glad to hear from you. I

got the money so don't

worrey about it.

You asked if I'd hawve

to go overseas when I

SR /A,WW&& finish here, no I wont, as

;7/_/%% : e I'([ be shipped to an

/é : / T o overseas training unit or to
& MW/ W,«,“/ a replacement training unit.
M/%/M%‘/ and that will [ast

Ry Ay ot several months so don't

/‘A«f./uo/a//é-;‘/ worrey yourself about
/‘;/4‘/%

S P S R it as they wont send a man
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SHOOT BTRAIOHT

AlM WL

LAS VEGAS ARMY AIR FIELD
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

over unless he's well
trained. You mentioned something
about a fellow could take
the tests over, well you cant,
they give it to you once
and thats all. And as far
as the a.m. school is concerned.
I still may get to go to it
yet but that's a very
slim chance. So far as the
cadets are conserned, well
they're washing them out
right and l[eft cause they
don’'t need them any more.
Even some that are over half
way with their school.
I was sorrey to hear
about Rays and Edwards operations

I'm sure glad that that
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well is fineally made

and everything set up.
Yeah, Katherine wrote and
told me about my increase
in stock. I guess it was

a good thing you all

got but the swtnk wind
wasn't called for at all.

I don’t know for sure
yet but I think we’'re to
move into a squadron
sometime tomorrow. I hope
so anyway. This laying
around just wont get it
and I'm down right tired of
it. I guess I p better close
for this time as I want to write

to Kathy yet tonite.
Love
Buddy

(over)
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I got payed this afternoon but

it was just partial pay, $15. and
there is a rumor going around
that we won't get payed g=
again till just before we l[eave

so I'[[ pay you back as soon

as I can.



Letter Postmarked MAY 11, 1944

From: (REMOVED)

To: Mrs. J L Lubojacky
Edna
Box 61 Texas

LAS VEGAS, NEV.
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S5-10-44
Wed noon

Dear Folks:

I guess I had better [et
you Rnow that I was fineally
put into a squdron yesterday
and am I glad. Although
we wont start school till the
22mnd, We're not doing much
of anything this week. And
next week we're supposed
to process, that is, go through
a preasure chamber to see if heigh
altitudes wont bother us and
lots of other stuff.

I went over to Head Quaters
this morning and had
them make out a will for
me, they told me I could
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come back the [ast of this
weekR or the first of next week
and pickR it up. I'm glad to get
that over with so I don’t have
to worrey about it anymore.
Marvin and I are still

together and I hope we [[ be
able to stay together.

Well that abat about all

I have to stey say this time so

good bye and write soon.

2y <oy,
. kf)g]
27, le./[iﬂfo@ 6)2/2/]/

€ ‘Z/(‘ /ZZ( lé* J‘é. Zifz@l
0 € Oy 7
aioz/l 'Z/ Zil}z{ Zp 4 z‘fZ//Z/{
24 S

84



g T

W,d/d’f,’/(_:&“& Aot A
LV BRF

finVepas He it

/'///'(/1- N P "'_,ir"/')c

, < ..:f."é.i-.»c.
Letter Postmarked MAY 17, 1944

LAS VEGAS, NEV.

From: Pvt. A. S. Lubojacky 38561682
Stud. Sqd. #3 Class 44-27
LVAAF
Las Vegas Nevada

To: Mrs. J. L. Lubojack
Edna
Box 61 Texas
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5-16-44

Tues nite

Dear Folks:

I think I g drop you all
a few [ines tonite as I
don’t have much of anything
else to do. Well yesterday
we went through the
preasure chamber. First we
just went to 7,000 feet.
Then we came back to normal
and again we went to 30,000
feet it was just in a
chamber to see if we could
go to high altitudes. We went
to 20,000 without oxygen
masks, that was just to
show us how a person feels
when he doesn’t get enough
oxygen. Ordenairly the army
states you should always

use oxygen anywhere above
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ten thousand feet. At that
20,000 feet we were all sweating
and just about went to sleep
and I felt [ike I was about
ready to throw-up, but as soon
as we took oxygen we really
revived all at once. Today we
went up to 38,000 feet but

we put on our oxygen masRks
when we first went into the
chamber so I made it all OK
but they had to take two men

out at 34,000 feet cause one had

a toothake and one had the (Bends)

that is one of his l[egs started
aking him so they tookR him
out. A couple more men had
the bends but they weren't
so bad and one almost passed
out but they stayed in and

made it OK. I'm glad we re
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through with that part of
the physical test. Some men
couldn’t takRe is so they washed
them out right away.

Say did you all ever get
any of that allotment or not?
I went in Monday to Post
Headquarters to see if they
had my will fixed out
but the girl working in
there said she’d been too busy
the past week so she told
me to come back in a week
or ten days. How is everything
I'm well
Well

that’'s about all the news for

at home fine I hope?
as could be expected.

tonite so I'd better close.
Love to all
Buddy

e
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Letter Postmarked MAY 22, 1944

LAS VEGAS, NEV.

From: Pvt. A. S. Lubojacky (unreadable)
Stu. Sq #3 Class 44-27
(L) VAAF
(L) as Vegas Nevada

To: Mrs. J. L. Lubojacky
Edna
Box 61 Texas
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LAS VEGAS ARMY AIR FIELD
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA
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5-21-44
Sun. nite
Dear Folks:
I guess I'[[ drop you all a few

[ines tonite as I don't Rnow when

|\I'(f have time from now on. As

N\you all know tomorrow we start

|schoor and 1 don’t think we'rr

have so very much time to spare.

|I'm getting along fine and am as
|well as could be expected. I haven't

|done so very much this past week

mostly going to lectures and things
[ike that. We had a small test
yesterday over the things we had
covered. I made 76 from a possible
score of 100, that is just about an
average score.

I guess you all are pretty
busy in the field now, chopping
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and all that or has it been raining

there too much lately? Have you sent
my baithing suit or couldn’t you find it?
I sure could have used it today. They
just cleaned out the swimming pool

here last weeR and They just refilled

it today.

Say Mom, do you Rnow where Roy
is now or not? If you have his address
I wish you'd send it to me I think I'd
[ike to write to him sometime.

There was a fellow saying that he
over heard the officers talRing in the
orderly room yesterday and he said that
they had said that we'd be going to
Tampa Florida from here. And the boys
here say there is just one other place
they could send us and that is to
Lincoln Nebraska. So I don’t Rnow how
much #+e truth there is to that.

I better sign off now as it's bout
time for the [ights to go out and so good
nite.

Love Buddy

P.S. how is Walter and Baby Doll? I guess

they're have a time with the KRittens.
Have you all heard from RE lately?
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Letter Postmarked MAY 26, 1944
LAS VEGAS, NEV.

From: Pvt. A. S. Lubojacky (unreadable)
Stu Sq #3 Cl 44-27
LVAAF
Las Vegas Nevada

To:  Mrs. J. L. Lubojacky
Edna
Box 61 Texas

93
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LAS VEGAS ARMY AIR FIELD
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA
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lsure did shock me too.

5-25-44
Thurs. nite

Dear Folks:
I received your [etter today
at noon and sure was glad to

hear from home. I also had a card

Nfrom Kathy telling me of her

[et me tell you that
Also had

a l[etter from Roman while

ago and he seems to be getting
along fine.
Say! I want you all to

be a [ittle more careful
and don’t be getting sick all

at once. better

Tell daddy he
take care of himself too.
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picture of myself as yet.

I sure hate to hear that its been
We could

raining there so much.

use a little here, I've been here

five weeks now and it hasn't

rained here and I don’t Kknow how

long it was before then that it rained.
I don’t Rknow just where

Dinuba is but seems to me it’s

about in the central part of the

About a hundred or a
hundred and fifty miles from here.

Sstate.

I think I'[[ try to wind my
way up there the weekend
after next, that is if I can get
a week end pass.

I haven't sent Roman any
They
have a small outfit in one of the

PXs here and I think Marvin

and myself are going to hawve
(over)
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some pictures made together.
Gosh I sure am glad you all
finally received that allotment.
I'm glad too that you all bought
those bonds. As far as that calf
is concerned, just go ahead and sell
it. Daddy Rnows what’s best to
do with it, when it’'s ready for
markRet. The money, well I don’t
really need it here cause we're
supposed to get payed next Wed.
So you all can buy bonds for
that too.

I'm doing fine in school so far.

| We had a test yesterday =w#d on

the mames of the parts in the
50 caliber machine gun and I
made 82 on it. Today we had
a test on sighting and every

thing that goes with that. I

made 95 on that test.
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tomorrow we have a final

test on sighting so I'm hopeing
that I make good on that too.
We will also have a test on the
functions of the gun.

I had a letter from Bab Monday
and one again yesterday. She said
they were finally sworn into the
Cadet Nurses.
of her too.

Well thats about all the

I sure am proud

news for this time so I'[[
have to close. [ want to write
Roman a few [ines yet tonite.

Love to all

Buddy
2.5
VA
tﬁql‘ o Sure
Lerr “COrg Ila
) Cre, Cu
fOr
”m e
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Letter Postmarked JUN 5, 1944

LAS VEGAS, NEV.

From: Pvt A S Lubojacky 38561682
Stu Sq #3 Cl 44-27
LVAAF
Las Vegas Nevada

To:  Mrs ] L Lubojacky
Edna
Box 61 Texas
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4 June 44
LVAATF

Sun. eve.

Dear Folks

Will try to write you a
few [ines now as I haven't much
of anything else to do. I just
finished writing to Kathy so will
write while I'm in the mood.

There hasn’'t been very much
special happening here in the past
week.

I took my final test on detail
stripping the fifety caliber machine
gun. There are some 88 or 90 parts in
it whitch we had to remove and put
6 back b6lind folded. It took me
only 10 % minutes, pretty good huh.
Ten minutes is a grade of a hundred so

the Sqt. gave me the benefit of the
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half minite. We also started
operating the lower ball turrett.
They have a bunch of them mounted
on scafilds here so we could [earn
to operate them smoothly. It sure
is a ot of fun in operating those
turrets. Friday we went out on the
fireing range and useing a shot gun

on the back of a pick-up truck we each
shot about thirety two shells at

some round disks by the side of

the road. Then we went to a different
range and shot twenty five more shells
at some clay birds that were

moveing about sixety M. P.H. out

of the twenty five I shot down
eighteen birds. While I was at
home I wondered why we couldn’t
get any shotgun shells but now I

Rnow. Tomorrow or Tuesday we go

101



s L e T ‘

et pie T 02l el e T
,-/.:?li-'?f'{.' 041 WS ,w..,u/é e,

2

out there again and shoot 75 more
rounds each, about 550 men in a

squadron each shooting that much
and that goes on eaeh seven days a
week, well, you can see how much
they use here.

Say Mom. [ didn't ever ask you
about that allotment that you
received. Was that $111.00 for the
three months they were behind or
do you know? I was just wandering.
How is farming now? Is it still
raining so much or not?

O! Yeah! I bought myself a
wrist watch l[ast nite in town. [
gave twenty bucks for it. That Las
Vegas is the out gamblingest place I
ever saw. Its really wide open. I
better close now so write soon.

Love to all

Buddy
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Letter Postmarked JUN 7, 1944

LAS VEGAS NEV.

From: Pvt A S Lubojacky 38561682
Stu Sq #3 Cl 44-27
LVAAF
Las Vegas Nevada

To:  Mrs ] L Lubojacky
Edna

Box 61 Texas

103



AIM WELL T BHOQT STRAIGHT

LAS VEGAS ARMY AIR FIELD
LAS VEGAS , NEVADA

é/l v:ﬂr‘l

6 June 44
LVAATF

Tues. nite.
Dear Folks:

I'm going to try to answer your
[etter received yesterday. There isn't
very much new this time so it [[
probably be pretty short.

Yes. I did receive those swimming
trunks and sure was glad to get them.

I did really want to go to Calif
last week end but the Post Commander
here sys that no students will
at any time be more than fifety
miles from camp so you see I couldn’t
R. E. said he wanted
me to go up there but as I said they

make it up there.

wouldn’t [et me.
Sylvia € said that Bob is
worRing in the oil field, I'm sure
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glad for them.
I've been KRept pretty busy
lately. Studying the [ower ball turrett
and l[earnin to operate it smoothly. Then
too I've been going out on the fireing
range learning to shoot from a moving
base at a moveing target. I've been
doing a little above avrage out there.
This comeing Sunday we're going
to boulder dam. We each donated $1.10
toward the trip. The whole squadron
is going over in busses — “convoy” We're
going just for fun.
That's about all far this
time so I'[[ have to say, “good nite”
Love

Buddy
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Letter Postmarked JUL 3, 1944

LAS VEGAS, NEV.

From: Pfc A S Lubojacky 38561682
Stu Sq # 3 Cl 44-27
LVAAF
Las Vegas Nevada

To:  Mrs Joseph L Lubojacky
Edna
Box 61 Texas
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2 July 44
LYVAATF

Sun. eve.

Dearest Folks:

I'm going to drop you a few
[ines now while I'm thinking about
it. Well we fineally graduated
yesterday and I want to tell you
that I'm sure glad of that. We
had our graduation excersizes yes-
yerday afternoon. We got our
diplomas and wings and tomorrow
about 6 150 of us are going on K.P.
We were to [eave here tomorrow
but thats all off now. There is a rumor
that we'[[ [eave Thursday so I
don’t know whether to believe that
or not. I’'m almost afraid to. I want
to tell you I did accomplish something
here and that is I got Pfc. out of
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this deal. We were all
expecting that but weren't for sure
till yesterday when we received
our diplomas we all had Pfc. We are
to get at l[east another stripe at our
next base.

How is every thing at home now -
a — days? Has it been raining there very
much? How are all the cows getting
along. Say mom what did daddy
ever do with the money from
that calf he sold for me?

Well I just can’t think of
anything else to write so I’[[
have to close for this time and go
to chow. I'm getting along fine
now so don't worry.

Love
Buddy
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Letter Postmarked JUL 13, 1944

LAS VEGAS, NEV.

From: Pfc A S Lubojacky 38561682
Stu Sq #3 Cl 44-27

LVAAF
Las Vegas Nevada

To:  Mrs J L Lubojacky
Edna

Box 721 Texas
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12 July 44
LVAAF
Wed. 7:45 ®. M.

Dear Folks:

I've been wanting to write
to you all for about four or five
days now but just never could
get myself down to writing till
now. Marvin asRed me to come
here to the day room with him
to write some [etters so I tought
I'd better write home.

Well we haven't found
out anything yet as to when
we are shipping from here.

We really haven't been doing

anything but laying around in
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Aerial Gunner

: A Mvaf the barracks till this

morning about fourty of us went
out on the fireing range for a
while and dug a few holes. I
really didn’t gig dig any, just
went around measuring them.
There are a Lot of rumors going

e e L hamrk around as to when we will [eave

but none of them seem to amount

v,’.’-‘—(«-'f P e il
L A to anything. After all, seems [iRe
_»««// —_—
: that's all this army is built
L e P = o
- up of “Rumors.” Especially at a time
B e /Z'y/-,_','cf- 3
; n when something is about to happen.
/ A ARG 22 et Rl 97 e
2 PR g o X
_ O yeah! I guess you all will
s < \ v _( LR —'./’ S e g .
Vo o have received the package by the
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d 2 time this gets there. I really didn’t
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i : AR p have any place here to Keep that
PLEAL o (I . ==
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picture ¢ diploma so I
tought it better if I sent
it home. I'm standing on the back row
a little to the right of center.
Marvin is standing on my left.

I sure would have [iked to be
at home for this comeing Sunday
but I Rnow that's all out of question.
So I'[[ just give Daddy the best
of wishes on his birthday and wish
him a [ot & more to come. So, Happy
birthday daddy!

By the way mom, if you ever
get worried about me whitch I sure
hope you don’t, but in case you do.
Ask Kathy about me cause as you

already probably Rnow I write to her

(over)
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every day so she Rnows pretty well
how I’am and what I do each day.
So far I think I have missed writting
to her about four or five days. Thats
when I was out on bivouac and then
on my way up here. Maybe you
think I'm crazy or something but I
really [ove her. I miss her more than
anything else in this army. She sent
me a cake the other day, I received it
Monday and it sure was good after all
this G F chow.

The last [etter I had from Roman
was written on the 2374 of May and
at that time he said he was fine
although he too didn’'t have anything to
do. I also had a letter from Bob L.
Mon. He'’s in San Diego Calif. Said he
was fine. I'd better stop here now
and drop him a few [ines tonite.

Love @uc[c[y
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Letter Postmarked AUG 6, 1944
TAMPA, FLA.

From: Pfc A S Lubojacky 38561682

39 AFRD 6™ Det
Plant Pack
Tampa 6 Florida

To:  Mrs J. L. Lubojacky

Edna
Box 61 Texas
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6 August 44
3¢ AFRD
Sun. 10:38 AM.

Dear Folks:

I guess you all have been [ooking for
a note from me for the passed few days
but I just couldn’t get down to writting
eventthough I have written Kathy several
[etters.

Well I got here all in one peace all
though I was a day early so I just stayed
in town till about 7:00 Thursday when I
came out here to camp. This is just a
fair grounds. I don’t [iRe the camp very
much but the town is a [ot better than
Vegas. There is about two hundred thousand
population here, nice town. This camp is
almost in town, just about ten blocks to the
main street, and we get a pass to go in

every nite so thats not bad at all. So far
I've had a clothing check and I think that
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I'[[ process tomorrow. We
don’t kKnow just how long we’[[
be here yet. And they say that we’ll be sent
to one of four fields, three of +& whitch are
here in Florida and one whitch is in Miss-
issippi. All of the boys that have gone
through here have been assigned to B17's
Flying Fortress and not B 24 Liberators. So I'm
hoping that I'[[ get put on the Fortress too
as I never did [ike the 24s a whole [ot.

Well I'm Rinda hungry so I'm going to sign
of now. I can’t think of anything else to write

eather.
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Letter Postmarked (unreadable) 1944
TAMPA, FLA.

From: Pfc A S Lubojacky 38561682
Sq S 327 AAF Base Unit

AAB Drew Field
Florida
To: Mrs Joseph L Lubojacky
Edna
Box 61 Texas
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17 August 44
Thurs. 6:46 P.M.
Dear Folks:

I guess you all have been

Well

wondering why I haven't written.
I guess the main reason was cause I

didn’t have much of anything to write
about. Well we moved from Plant

Park, this morning we left about

9:00 and arrived her at Drew Field about
9:45. This place is only about a twenty five
#sk minute drive from Tampa so you see

we didn’t move very far. This place is
supposed to be one of the biggest
training bases in the states, and I do
beleave it. Well I did get the position

I wanted so bad. That is the [ower ball.

But I don’t [ike what I got with it
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so much but in this outfit

a person can't be too choosie.

you see I'm an assistant radio man and I
don’t Rnow a thing about radio but I guess
I can learn. I'm really glad I got that ball.
We’ll be processing the first three days.
That'’s we’[l have another dental check and
a lot of that stuff and have some more flying
clothes issued to us. After that they say

we [l have about twelve days of ground
school before we start flying. They say

we [l be here about eleven weeks. I don’t
Rnow if that excludes this processing

and ground school or not. And they also said
that after we start flying we’[[ fly six

hours one day and sRip one day and in between

times we’ll go to ground school. And we

work, five days and have one day off instead
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of having each Sunday off.
On this day off is about the only
time we [l have a chance to go to town. I
really think we have a good crew. Both the
pilot and the co-pilot seen to be pretty good
Joes. We have one T/Sgt. in our crew that has
been overseas before. He sleeps right above me.
Well we might as well face the fact.
After we finish here we’ll be going over
to practice what they've tought us here in the
states. But there aint much to worrey about
cause at the rate they’'re going over there now,
there wont be much left for us. That is I
don’t think we’ll have much opposition.
I like this place pretty good. We have only one
story barracks, thats one thing I [ike. One thing I

don’t [ike and that is we have to go about fifety
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A. 8. LUBOJACKY
ABN. 38561682
Aerial Gunner
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yard to the latrine, that is to
shave, shower and all that.

There is a slim chance for us to get to come home
before we go over and I sure hope we do although
I'm not banking on it very much.

I think I told you all that I'm being put
on a B17 instead of a B24 and I'm sure glad of
that too.

Well I recon I've rambled around enough
so I'd better sign off now and find a place to
mail this.

Lots of love to all
Buddy
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Letter Postmarked AUG 25, 1944
TAMPA, FLA.

From: Pfc A S Lubojacky 38561682
Sq “S"” 327 BU crew 9-43
Drew Field Box 61
Florida

To:  Mrs ] L Lubojacky
Edna
Box 61 Texas
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24 August:
Thurs: 7:30 .M.

Dearest Folks:

I received your letter
a couple days ago so I tought I'd
better answer it now while I have
a [ittle idal time. You said it was
still dry there, well I wish I
could send you all some of the rain
we're getting down here. It rains here
at l[east every other day, generally not
very much. Yesterday we got about inch
and half. ‘Bout the biggest rain we’ ve
had so far.

Say, that was bad [uck for Justin.
I had two letters from Marvin Sunday
be he never said a word about it. So I

don’t Rnow if he Rnew or not. I guess

he did
(over)
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I'm running short of paper so I've to
write on both sides.

When was the last time you all
heard from Roman? I had one letter waiting
for me when I got to Plant Park from him
and that was the last one. Wish uncle
Charlie could have had time to stop over to
see him. I'm pretty well cought up with
my correspondance now just waiting to get
some answers. I haven’'t heard from Kathy but
once since I’'ve moved and that was forwarded
here from the Park.

Thanks a [ot for getting that bond
for me. If things turn out rite I should
be getting a pretty big pay before long.
You see I'm expecting to make Cpl. before
very long, that'[[ be $76. plus 50% flying
pay, well that wont be so bad. We're

supposed to fly tomorrow afternoon just

so we can draw flying pay for this
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month. We're to fly from

12:00 til[ 8:00 ®.M. I think

we [l fly about six hours as it will take

a l[ittle while to get ready and all that.

So far we've been reviewing mostly

what we [earned in Las Vegas. TookR two

or three tests. Had one test on a turrett

this morning and I missed only two questions.
I found out today they teach us to

recognize only German planes so you

know what that means. We [l to to eather

of three places England, France or Italy.

Of course they could change that and teach

us Jap planes but so far all crews have

gone to one of these places. So our

chance stand pretty good for us to go

there too. If we do I don’t think there’[[

(over)

126



PR o P

v/zf///

be much danger. As when we get there
every thing should be pretty well in
controll so we'll probably fly patroll
over France and Germany. We'll go to ground
school all next week and then after
that we’ll fly regular.

I think I told you about getting part
of my overseas shots last Sat. and I'[[
have to get the rest of them (two or three)
eather tomorrow or Saturday. I’[[ probably wait
till Sat. cause I don’t want them to bother
me tomorrow during flight.

One more thing, I believe we all stand
a pretty good chance of comeing home about
the first of Nov. Thats about the time we
should finish up, here.
Well its getting late so I'd better close
for this time. Hopeing to hear from you
all soon.

Love

Buddy
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Letter Postmarked Aug 31, 1944

Tampa, FLA

From: Pfc A S Lubojacky 38561682
Sq “S"” 327 BU crew 9-43
Drew Field; Box 61

Florida
To: Mrs Joseph L Lubojacky
Edna
Box 61 Texas
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30 August 44
Drew Field
Wed. 4:53 P.M.

Dear Folks:

I received your letter at noon and
was certainly more than glad to hear
from home. I wrote to Katherine at noon so
I really didn’t have time to write any
more. Sure am glad Roman is OK. I had one
letter from him waiting when I arrived
in Plant Park and haven’'t heard from him
since. I was beginning to worry a bit.

You asked if I didn’t [earn about
that radio if 1'd be set back or [oose that
ball. Well to be frank I don’t think
there’'[[ be a heck of a whole [ot I'[[
have to learn bout radio, at least I
haven't been told. So I don’t think
there is much chance of me [ooseing

my position
(over)
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I sure am glad that you all
fineally got some rain, eventhough it
wasn't all you all needed. 1’m also
glad to hear that expected encrease in
my stock. If I remember right.
When I was at home both of those
heafers of mine up at Cordeal were
springing pretty heavy but I guess
it’[[ be awhile for them yet.

Yes. I did receive those letters from
in it whitch

Marvin. In fact one had §5.

he owed me.
About that letter from RE. Well

I've decided I'm ready to come home if
we could fix it up so I could come home
for good. As far as that damn army is
concerned, well I've had enough of it [ong
time ago. I don’t Rnow how we'd start
this, I guess you all would have to

go to a doctor first an get some sort
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statement that both of you all were
under doctors care and were unable
to care for the place alone. I’m going
to talk to my pilot and see if he
can give me a [ittle advice along that
[ine, or maybe he can tell me the
right place to go. Although I don’t
know when I'[[ have time to discuss
it with him. We finished our twelve
days of ground school today and are to join
te rest of the crew tomorrow or the
next day so I shoul be seeing quit
a [ot of him now.

This course here, as well as I can
find out wont be so rough. A big portion
of it will be layed aside for flying

and I guess the rest of it well be

(over)
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mostly reviewing and a [ot of brushing up
on what we covered in se Vegas.

I also had a letter from Olga today
and one from Ethel yesterday. So I
think I'[[ have to close and answer Olgas
[etter, So till the next time.

Love to all

@ucfc[y
I 0urp
0morryy, tfolfffzfﬁﬂ/mzyw I’
? 1 gt on'y 4 : .
12(; 1es zz[[ fﬁ CWill
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Letter Postmarked SEP 12, 1944

DREW FIELD, FLA.

From: Pfc A S Lubojacky 38561682
Sq S 327 BU; Crew 9-43
Drew Field, Box 61
Florida

To:  Mr & Mrs ] L Lubojacky
Edna

Box 61 Texas
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Drew Field Florida
Monday, 11 Sept. 44

Dearest Folks:
I haven't heard from you all for
a few days now so I tought I'd drop
you a few [ines now while I have
a little time.
I've been pretty busy lately
and when I'd get a little time off
I'd generally hit the (fort sack.) Some
days they Reep us going for eighteen
or even twenty hours, a couple days
[ike that and they generally give us
a half day off. We’'ve been doing a
lot of flying too.

up for about 6 hours and fifteen minutes.

Yesterday we were
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We fly tomorrow afternoon and

again Wednesday nite.

Say! how are you all getting along
with getting those letters together.
If you all haven't got them together
yet I Rinda wish you'd burry it up
a bit, as time sure is slipping by.
I was Rinda figuring up a little
today and the way I figured it up I1’[[
be here about seven more weeks and
thats not very long if you ask me.
And it’[[ probably take three or four
week or more for them to get everything

straightened out.

So if you all have every-
thing
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together I wish you'd send it on.

I had a letter from Kathy and
Bab today. Bab seems to be getting
along OK except she said she has a
cold for about six days now. And then
she feels pretty [ow cause she hasn’t
heard from her George for about five
weeks now. He's gone overseas. I'm
going to have to close now as I want

to answer Babs [etter.

Love
PS Tell everyon, /ie[[?)lztud;[%r me
Mg and tell them | am welf

Kiss Walter and @4

by Dofr
f0fmetoo, ’
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Letter Postmarked SEP 21, 1944
DREW FIELD, FLA.

To: Mr & Mrs J L Lubojacky
Edna
Texas
Box 61
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Pfc A S Lubojacky 38561682
Sq S 327 BU Crew 9-43
Drew Field; Box 61
Florida
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KEEP SMILIN'

KEEP SMILIN KEEP SMILIN

Drew Field Florida
Thurs. Sept. 21, 1944

Dear Folks:
I received your letter and letters
yesterday in the afternoon mail call
and certainly was glad to hear from you. I
didn’t have a chance to take those letters
over yesterday but I'[[ have time tonite.
I'm certainly glad you all got

So Delores has a

(god damn calf.) No dood cow, got bull talf.

that corn and maize in.

I sure hope you have good [uck with
your new chicks.
We have PT at 10:30 and ground

school this afternoon and have to get up
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27 AR s A o ,,.,_,t_-__, ///f/ e Ao at 3:00 tomorrow morning to fly. We had

o a cross country flight nite before Last. We
AKX loze f‘o-a-n.’?fu/ 7~ 4,.4// ,-<«Z 7w11 - l/ el ) f g f
_ 4 ; flew to Augusta Georia then to Montgomery
Sl < ’/ N -7( ,e/?,:oz/ LA
Tam - ¥ - ”ﬁ by Ay, A S s /gc—« /
LEPS p , ) . Alabama and back to Drew. About a 1000
;.-"'/ -f—? d 2 ‘1// l/ & f A dh Neer. & 1ed4

miles, took us 7 hours and 15 minutes, I

lon MM 7,4{4, adts i, T slept most of the time. We averiged

4/9,/ m// A B 4/«/72/ 175 miles per hour. Crusing right along huh!

b L T S i »/)ilm/? 44_4.7 74"/‘,67/4{‘/’ I had a letter from Edward L some time
/«A/«%%\M C‘ZL«A/&”.,,Z_M ago and he said Ray is in England and he

AW/ gl W

himself was takeing his overseas shots.

,f ' So I don’t Rnow how he came out with
// //4«,,,/ .’é 4{0_.‘4,.__»{!. Cseell M/,‘,.,_L/fd/ t/iem
})"A’M
I Yesterday was our day off. I didn’t get
;/a/ oy e ot o Flcle K 22 | B, ' b ff | g
J;/ Q//,ef,u« ' o %y 4 iy e .u |to bed till 7:00 in the morning as we'd
- e te. I ] : .
//{; L ,m,zc fwézv/ 2('«1# . Fiey flown all nite slept till 12:00
// : / S L Say! What in the world is
AL M i /- e Ay R
i e g ;://ﬂ ; ,;{a s AT wrong with Sylvia and Bob?
LRI et >
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I haven’'t heard from them since I
came down here. Or are they just too
busy gathering their crop and mowing?

How is Alice makRing out in school.
I really can’t think of anything to
write now so I guess I'[[ be

closeing.

Love to ALl
Buddy
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Letter Postmarked SEP 30, 1944

DREW FIELD, FLA.

From: Pfc A S Lubojacky 38561682
Sq S 327 BU
Drew Field; Box 61
Florida

To:  Mr & Mrs ] L Lubojacky
Edna
B Texas
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Drew Field Florida
Friday Sept. 29, 1944
Dear Folks:
I guess you all are wondering
what happened to me that I
Well to tell
the truth I haven't felt

haven't written.
[iRe writing. I just wrote to
Kathy so I tought I drop you
all a few [ines.

As for me its the same
thing over and over flying and
ground school.

I guess you all are wondering
how my discharge is making
out? Well I fineally had to go
to the orderly room with it all.

A couple Sgts. [ooRed at the
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[etters I had. Then one of them
[ooked up a paragraph in a book
they had there and said I would
have to write another letter

to our commanding officer. So I
did and one of the Sgts. typed it
out for me. I went in and signed
it yesterday and they told me to
Reep close watch on the bullitin
board as they said they may post

4 a bullitin up for me to see
Major Gibson (our C.0.) They said
it would be up eather today or
tomorrow. They said #g he may
want to see me before he approves
it, and then again he may not.

I guess o= some more

atharities will have to
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=~ /.»M—v A g Etrens /z.,,///r_,, IO off for this time and go mail
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2 }f.hp,.&’ . 4_,/ Love to ALl

s Alfred
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Letter Postmarked (unreadable)

DR(ew Fie)LD

From: Cpl A S Lubojacky 38561682
SqS 327 BU
Drew Field, Box 61
Florida

To:  Mr & Mrs Joseph L Lubojacky
Edna

Box 61 Texas
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Drew Field Florida
Tues. Sep+ Oct 3, 1944

Dear Folks:
I received your [etter this morning

and certainly was glad to hear from you.

I just finished writing to Katherine

so I tought I'd write to you all and

several other [etters I have to answer.
First of all I have some great

news for you all. This morning they

posted a bullitin up on the bullitin

board that all of us gunners made Cpl.

the first of the month.

more denero for me.

So that means
I'fll now have a

base pay of $66.00 + $33.00 flying pay so
I'f(l draw three

Not bad huh!

that wont be so bad.

dollars more than a S§/Sgt.

Well since you asked about
that door falling off the
ball for me I'[[ tell

you about it.
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Thes~ it all happened we were going

up to 20,000 feet. I got into the ball
soon after we took off so when we

got to 10,000 our pilot told us to put on
our oxygen masks. My helmit and

mask were in the waist so I ran the
turret door on the inside F of the ship
to get my stuff. Then I got back into
the ball and tried to put my helmit

and mask on. The mask needed some
adjusting so I wasnt haveing any l[uck.
So I s stood up in the ball with the
door opened on the sieindt inside. By the

w e
time I got all set . were at 13,000. I sat

down in the ball and fastened the +
safety belt, closed the door
but didn’t latch it. So
of course when I

elevated the guns the
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door went on the outside of the ship.
Just as the go door came completly out-
side the slip stream (wind) cought the

I felt a gust of
wind come in on my back So I [ooRed

door and blew it open.

over my shoulder and saw the door was
gone. I didn’t Rnow wheather the door came
comepletly off or not, so the first tought
that struck my mind was to reach out
and close it, then I decided 1'd better not
stick, my paw out there so I ran the door
about half way inside and stopped, still
didn’t Rnow wheather the door was still

Then I decided that if
it wasn't off the power of the turret

hanging there or not.

would shear it off so I ran the turret
door the rest of the way in
side and got out. We were

flying formation so

the ship in our formation
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ﬂ%véwiwm/w% RO called up our pilot and to im a man

' Y ([ out of the 6all. Co-pilot said the pilot
.u«///zfé—M 4/&””%% fell out of the ba Co-pilot sa1 e pilo

changed about nine different colors and started

sweating. ®Pilot sent the engineer back to see
just what happened. I was out of the ball
by the time the engineer got back there

. y 2l " A & so I went up and told the pilots just

M/ygf/&/ = P
M_;f‘;ﬁ”//# / 7 //%/4‘/ what happened. Our pilot said the first
At Ao g pot s, Lgi) 7 s

/ - o L thing that struck his mind was that he
éé 7 / .

7 didn’t Rnow my home address cause he
/ s 4
5%/«’% ,,?/W ples ae Arieet

_,-:,:.g[ez‘l% ,ﬂﬁ/ﬂ/ﬂ %Zﬁ(’% felt certain that I'd fell out. So thats
;d Vi the story on that.

I haven't heard a thing about those
[etters for about the past week. I tought
I'd wait a couple more days and if nothing
turned up I'd go to the orderly room and

ask about it.
I haven't heard from

Sylvia since I've been
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here but since she [ost my address I1'[[

excuse her for this time. I haven't heard

from Roman in about a month so I don't
)50 know how he’s maKkeing out.
Well there aint much more to write

about so I'[[ have to close for this

time.

Love to all

Buddy
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Letter Postmarked OCT 17, 1944

DREW FIELD, FLA.

From: Cpl A S Lubojacky 38561682

To:

Sq S 327 BU; Box 961
Drew Field
Florida

Mr & Mrs Joseph L Lubojacky
Edna

Box 61

Texas
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Drew Field Florida
Mon. Oct 16, 1944

Dear Folks:

Just received your [etter a short while
ago so I'[[ try to answere it now.

I had to get up this morning at 3:00 in
order to fly this morning. We took off at 6:40
and landed at 12:50 and were Rept pretty busy
all afternoon so I'm pretty tired tonite.

I sure am glad you’'all got that last
bale out and daddy is well on with his
plowing, I sure #ad wish I could be
there to help him. I'm really glad seutt
you all fineally leased the place. Although
seems to me they should have paid more
but if they wouldn't come across, well I

guess there just wasn't anything else
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to do.

I'm glad you all heard from Roman lately
as its been six weeRs or better since I've
heard from him and I was getting a little
worried, but I guess he's 0.K.

I haven't heard any thing about my
discharge in the last couple days, just what
I wrote in my last letter.

I guess I'd better close now as I have
to ge=te get up tomorrow at 6:30 again to
go to the fireing range.

Wishing you all the best of health & [uck.

Love
Buddy

.
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Letter Postmarked OCT 30, 1944
DREW FIELD, FLA.

From: Cpl A S Lubojacky 38561682
Sq S 327 BU; Box 961
Drew Field, Florida

To: Mr & Mrs Joseph L Lubojacky
Edna
Texas
Box 61
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Drew TField, Florida
Mon. Oct 30, 1944

Dear Folks:

Just a few short [ines to

[et you Know that I’'m

[eaving for home eather the

first or the second. If I

[eave the first I should be at

home the evening of second

and if I [eave the second I

should be home the third. I

can’'t give you the exact time

as I don’t Rnow whitch bus

I'[[ catch here. It’[[ take me

about 36 hours to get to Houston

from here, so if I can’t makRe

a good connection in Houston I'[[

just hitch hiRe in. So
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don’'t [ooKk for me at any spefie
specific time.

I want to drop Bab a wire
so she can try to get Sunday
off. I also want to write to Olga

and Sylvia. So I'[[ be closeing
for this time.

I had a [etter from Roman a
few days ago it was written
30 Sept. Said he's O0.K.

I'm fine too except for a

head cold I cought at high
altitude.

Love

to all
Buddy
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Letter Postmarked NOV 15, 1944
DREW FIELD, FLA.

From: Cpl A’ S Lubojacky 38561682
Sq S 327 BU; Box 961
Drew Field
Florida

To:  Mr & Mrs J L Lubojacky
Edna
Texas

Box 61
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Drew Field, Florida
Nov. 14, 1944

Dear Folks:

I'm sorrey I didn’t get to write
to you all yesteday, but I just couldn’t
find time to write, they had us on the go
all day.

I came in two hours l[ate Mon.
Morning. I got in at 2:00 AM but they
never said anything to me about. There
were four other fellows with me, we met
along the way.

We've been processing and first one
thing and then another yesterday and today
so we [l be [eaving here shortly.

Well my discharge didn’t go

through. I found out yesterday
and today I read the [etter

they received in the orderly

room of the disaproval.
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It just stated that I'm worth more
in than I am out. Omne of the Sgts. that
were helping me with it said that
if I'd tried while I was in basic or
just anytime before I got on a combat
crew it probably would have passed.
But beings things are [iRe they are it
just didn’t go through.

I made the trip up here OK
except for the two hours [ate and right
now I'm as well as can be expected. I
have to go to supply and draw some cloth
ing so I'[[ be signing off for this time.

Love
Buddy

posit $20.00 per
It Starts O ¢ 7
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Letter Postmarked NOV 17, 1944
SAVANNAH, GA.

From: Cpl A S Lubojacky 38561682
Combat Crew Center
Hunter Field, Ga

To:  Mr & Mrs J L Lubojacky
Edna

Box 61 Texas
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Hunter Field, Ga.
Nov. 16, 1944

Dear Folks:

Don't be supprised when I tell
you all that I've been moved again.

Well I have and am here at Hunter
Field Georgia whitch is right outside

of Savana on the east coast of the state.
We arrived here at about 3:30 PM to-
day and I must say that we were quiet
weary and direty, but other wise in good
fealth. We were on the @ road about 20
hours so you can figure out how we

felt.

We'll draw some more clothing here
and outside of that we wont do a thing
but eat, sleep and wait for shipment.

They told us we'd be here
from two days to three

weekRs so your
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guess is as good as mine.
Say daddy, I wish you'd talk
to Frank Dollery and ask him if
he got that pasture he had spotted.
and ask him if he'd taRe my cows in.
I'[[ pay him if he wants me to. You
see if you're going to move it [[ be
that much easer on you all if you wont
have to move my stuff to Rosenberg
and you probably wouldn’t have enough
pasture for them no-how. And if by
accident you all got some rain since
I [eft, John said if he got some rain he
may take them in. And about that bull,
well I guess you'[[ want to taKe him
with you and if you don’'t
want him just leave

him with the rest
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of my stuff. But what ever you
do, make damn sure they're all
well branded.

Well I'm going to have to sign
off for now as news are rather
short and I have a couple buddies
I want to see as they're l[eaving
in the morning. They came here
about the second.

Love
Buddy

QDS T/iongZ've /i
cordeal, 74fp z's;j:i[ have up at

tﬁgmformedsl—-ftﬁ
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Letter Postmarked NOV 23, 1944

SAVANNAH, GA.

From: Cpl A S Lubojacky 38561682
Combat Crew Center
Hunter Field, Ga

To:  Mr & Mrs ] L Lubojacky
Edna

Box 61 Texas
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Hunter Field, Ga
Nov. 23, 1944

Dear Folks:

I received your much welcomed
letter today. So I'[[ try to answer it now
if the boys here will Reep quit so that
I can.

Gosh you all should have seen the
Thanksgiving dinner we had today. Yes!
We had turkey with all the trimming
and I mean it was really swell.

I think I told you all before,
that we don’t have a thing in the world
to do here. We always stay in bed till
10:00 or 11:00, we don’t even have to sweep
under our bunks or make them up when
we get up. The chow is really swell here.
What ever daddy thinks is best to

do with those cows is O.K. with me

just [et me Rnow where they are
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and be sure they're all branded good.
The news are rather short here

at the present time so I'[[ be signing

off for this time.

Don’'t worry about me as I'[[ be O.K.

Love to all

Buddy

R
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Letter Postmarked 9 DEC 1944
U.S. ARMY POSTAL SERVICE

From: Cpl A S Lubojacky 38561682
154™ Repl. Co. AAF
A. P. O. 652
c/o P.M. N.Y. N.Y.

To: Mr & Mrs J L Lubojacky
Box61
Ednra Richmond,
Tex
J. G. Gunter Texas
2" Gt a. e.
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Somewhere in England
Dec. 1, 1944
Dearest Folks:

Just a short little note to [et
you all know that I’ve arrived
here safely and very much to my
supprise I'm very well.

What [ittle I've seen of this
neck of the woods is much the
way I always had it pictured.

Did Bab get her vacation? Is

she at home now or by some great

need of her help, was it all called
off?

vacation you're in the hospital now,

I guess if she did get her

right mom?
How are you all getting along

with the moving? I guess its
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pretty rough with mom in the
Hospital.

The news are rather scarce
here at the present time so I'[[
have to sign off for this time.

I'm well and fine as I stated
before but I can’t say that I’m
very happy.

Hoping this finds you all well
and fine and mom get well soon.

Write when you can.

Love to all

Buddy
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V-MAIL Letter Dated Dec 12, 1944

To: Mrs. J L Lubojacky From: Cpl A S Lubojacky 38561682
Box 61 369" Bomb Sq (H) 306™ Bomb Gp (H)
Edna APO 557 c/o P.M. N.Y. N.Y.

Dearest Folks: England

I'm here in a red cross building so I decided to drop
you all a few [lines, just to let you Rnow that I am
well and fine and hope to God you all are the same.
++ht This England weather ____! I'm already well fed up
A&‘ | with it and I've only little more than arrived here.
7 2 Not bragging on my self or anything [iRe that, but I must
b a e say you all should feel proud of your second son. He's up
S for sergents stripes now and if everything goes se write he
should get them by the first of the month.
I haven't been able to write but very little so far
but really hope to catch up on my correspondance really soon.
I'm going to ask you all to send me some of those
good home made (unreadable) and maybe some candy
and anything else if you care to. Send me this one thing

for sure about (ten (unreadable) sunshine? some of that
good Texas KRind. Mom, I want you to get well real soon
that is if you had that operation. Well I'm at the bottom of
the page so I'll have to sign off.  Love to all Buddy
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From: Sgt A S Lubojacky 38561682
369th Bomb Sq (H)
306th Bomb Gp (H)
APO 557 c/o PM NY NY

To: Mr & Mrs ] L Lubojacky
Box6t Ricmond
Tdma Texas
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V-MAIL Letter Dated Dec 20, 1944

To: Mr & Mrs J L Lubojacky From: Sgt A S Lubojacky 38561682
Box 61 369" Bomb Sq (H)
Edna 306" Bomb Gp (H)

Texas APO 557 c/o P.M. N.Y. N.Y.
England______

Wed. Dec. 20, 1944
Dearest Folks:

Maybe you all will be a [ittle supprised to be
getting this much mail from me in so short a
time as I don’t think I have every written home
this often before. But as things are, I have some
great news for you all. I found out just this
afternoon that I made Sgt s= effective the fifteenth
of this month. I must say that I was a little
supprised myself as I didn’t expect it to come through
till the first of Jan. Not braging or anything but
I must say that you all should be + proud
of your number two son. I am anyway. As yet
we havn'’t received any mail but hope to in the
very near future. I'm well and hope this finds
you all the same. Love to all Buddy
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V-MAIL Letter Dated Dec 24, 1944

To: Mr & Mrs J L Lubojacky
Box 61
Edna
Texas

From: Sgt A S Lubojacky 38561682
369" Bomb Sq (H)
306™ Bomb Gp (H)
APO 557 c/o P.M. N.Y. N.Y.

Sun. Dec. 24, 1944
Dearest Folks:
I just finished writing to Kathy so I

decided to write to you all while I'm in the
mood. Here it is christmas, and nothing to do and
no place to go. I must admit that I have the
blues tonite. I'm here in the red cross building and its
pretty well decorated up, they have several Christmas
trees in here and the boys are singing Christmas Carols,
that put together sorta gets next to a fellow. Things
might not have been quiet so bad but I
haven't received any mail yet so you see I have
no way of Rnowing how things are at home.
I've been doing a lot of wondering and a little worring
latly of #ew how mom is getting along. I've been won-
dering how you came out with that operation. Hoping
you all are well as I'm the same. Write when you have time.

Love to all  Buddy
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V-MAIL Letter Dated Dec 31, 1944

To: Mr & Mrs J L Lubojacky From: Sgt A S Lubojacky 38561682

Box 61 369" Bomb Sq (H)
Edna 306™ Bomb Gp (H)
Texas APO 557 c/o P.M. N.Y. N.Y.
England______ Sun. Dec. 31, 1944
Dear Folks:

A few lines today to let you all Rnow
that I'm well and fine and hope you all are
the same. I haven't been doing a thing here so
far so you Rnow I haven't been over working
my self, there aint any danger of that noway
and you all know that, ha! ha! Well I got paid
today and received the great sum of $8.10. They
just paid base pay and they had mine figured as Cpl
and with the two allotments and my insurance
coming out of that I just didn’t have anything
left. I have some more comming though. I'[[
get that about the tenth or fifteenth. Well thats
about all I can get on here so I'll sign off. Hope ta

hear from you all soon. Love to all Buddy
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V-MAIL Letter Dated Jan. 8, 1945

To: Mr & Mrs J L Lubojacky From: Sgt A S Lubojacky 38561682

Box 61 369" Bomb Sq (H)
Edna 306™ Bomb Gp (H)
Texas APO 557 c/o P.M. N.Y. N.Y.
England__ Mon. Jan. 8, 1945
Dear Folks:

I guess its about time I wrote to you all again
and let you knw that I'm getting fine and am as
well as ever before. We still havn’t received any mail
so I don’t RKnow how you all are getting along. Yesterday
was the first time I was called upon to go out and
practice the training I received back in the states.
Before I came over here I didn’t expect to wait as long as I
did and probably wouldn’t have but we got screwed up
right right from the start so thats one thing that held
us back, I half way expected to be called upon today
again but some how they left me out and I wasn’t
disapointed a bit in the world eather. Until now I've
been doing a lot of gold bricking but I think thats all
over at least for a while. Hope this finds you all well.

Love to all Buddy
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V-MAIL Letter Dated Jan. 8, 1945

To: Mr & Mrs J L Lubojacky From: Sgt A S Lubojacky 38561682

Box 61 369" Bomb Sq (H)
Edna 306™ Bomb Gp (H)
Texas APO 557 c/o P.M. N.Y. N.Y.
England__ Tues. Jan. 9, 1945
Dear Folks:

I received my first mail yesterday and I must
say that it certainly [ifted my moral considerbly.
I had one letter from home, one from Kathy and one
from Olga. Ididn’t have time to answer them all yes-
terday so I'[[ try my [uck tonite. You asked how many
Well to tell the truth I
really don’t Rnow. But as well as I can remember,
eight or nine head should be right. I Know I had
thirteen or fourteen all together and I do Rnow I had
five head up at the other pasture. It really doesn’t maRke
me any & difference if you all take that bull. I sure
am glad Sylvia and Bob got moved and thanks a lot
for their address and I also thank you for the
Christmas present. I sure hope you all got moved O.K.

cows I had there at home.

I'm as well as ever so don’t worry about me. Things here
really aren’t as bad as I exptected them to be I still can’t

et use to this English money though.
g g g I Lovetoall Buddy

Write when you have time
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V-MAIL Letter Dated Jan. 13, 1945

To: Mr & Mrs J L Lubojacky From: Sgt A S Lubojacky 38561682

Rt 1 Box 97 369" Bomb Sq (H)
Richmond 306™ Bomb Gp (H)
Texas APO 557 c/o P.M. N.Y. N.Y.
England__ Sat. Jan. 13, 1945
Dear Folks:

I received some more mail today and among
the lot I had a letter from you dated 26 Dec so I'll
try to answere it now. I see that you all have moved
already and I guess your glad it’s over with too. Say,
you said something that daddy had blood poison
What happened to him? Did he step on a nail or
something? I'm glad though that he’s getting
along fine now. And I'm glad you're out of the
hospital mom. I guess you got along fine. I'm
sorry to hear that Joe Urbanek broke his leg but
things like that will happen. I'm getting along
fine here on this side of the drink so don't worry
about me too much. Have you heard from Roman
lately? Is he making out O.K. I havn’t heard from him
since I left the states. Love to all  Buddy
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England_ _ _
Tues. Jan. 16, 1945
Dear Folks:

I received your [etter yesterday
marRed Jan 2 and I certainly was
glad to hear from you too. I would
have answered [ast nite but it
was [ate when I came in and I
was so tired I could hardly Keep
my eyes open so I hit the sack.

I sure am glad Uncle Felix got
stationed that close to home, just
so he gets to stay there for a while.

Yeah! I got those five dollars
about a week ago. I think I told

you before that I got it but just
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in case I didn’t +Fpa++t I said in
here again that I did get it.

Say have you heard from Roman
lately? I haven't heard from him
since before I left the states so
I've been wondering how he’s
getting along.

Well the news are rather short
today so I'[[ have to sign off for
this time. I'm well so don't worry
about me too much.

Love to all
Buddy
PS. Tell everyone hello for me.
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V-MAIL Letter Dated Jan. 22, 1945
To: Mrs J L Lubojacky From: Sgt A S Lubojacky 38561682
Rt 1 Box 97 369" Bomb Sq (H)
Richmond 306" Bomb Gp (H)
Texas APO 557 c/o P.M. N.Y. N.Y.

England--Mon. Jan. 22, 1945

Dear Folks:

I received your much welcomed letter a few
days ago dated 24 Dec. But I've been too busy to answere
till today we had a little slack so I catching up on
some of letter writing. I had a letter from Roman
yesterday and he seems to be O.K, He got a trainsfer if
you haven't heard and now he says he’s in Paris and
is expecting to get some promotions in the near future.
I also had a letter from Marvin L. and he says he’s in
India. Tell Daddy he better do as the Doc says and
get his leg well so he can start in the field when it
comes time. I don’t Rnow if you have missed me around
the house or not, but I left some time ago and the way
things looR I wont be home to help with the spring
plowing. I'm glad Mom is O.K, and up and about. I had a 48
hour pass this week so I went to London and I must say
that I really enjoyed myself. I'm well and write soon. Love Buddy.
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V-MAIL Letter Dated Jan. 28, 1945

To: Mr & Mrs J L Lubojacky From: Sgt A S Lubojacky 38561682
Rt 1 Box 97 369" Bomb Sq (H)
Richmond 306" Bomb Gp (H)

Texas APO 557 c/o P.M. N.Y. N.Y.

Sun. Jan. 28, 1945
Dear Folks:

I've been expecting to hear from you for
the past two or three days but beings I haven't
I decided to drop you a few lines tonite. Dad,
I've been wondering how you're getting along
with your leg now. Or has it healed up
by now? I sure hope it has. Mom, I guess you're
+ up and about by now. At least I hope you
are. I haven’t done much of anything this past
week and I had today off so I'm pretty well
rested up. This was the first Sunday I've
had off since I came here so its been pretty
much of a novelty to me. I still haven’t received
that package you sent me but am expecting it
any day now. I'm well and here’s hoping this
finds you the same. Love to all Buddy
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V-MAIL Letter Dated Feb. 4, 1945

To: Mr & Mrs J L Lubojacky From: Sgt A S Lubojacky 38561682
Rt 1 Box 97 369" Bomb Sq (H)
Richmond 306" Bomb Gp (H)
Texas APO 557 c/o P.M. N.Y. N.Y.

Sun. Fan= Feb. 4, 1945

Dear Folks:

I just received your letter today dated 21 Jan
and I sure was glad to hear from you too.
Yes! I've been receiving your letters pretty
regular. Although things were screwed up pretty
bad at the time I arrived her. (I mean the mail)
You all moved about the time I did so that made
it bad for both of us. & No! I haven't moved since
I came to this place and gave you this address.

I had a letter from Katherine the other day and
she said one of my heafers had a bull calf up there.
She also said John is going to take those two steer
calves from the home place and feed them a while before
he sells them for me. Kathy went to San Antonio for
the Xmas holidays. I'm well and fine and hoping this
finds you the same. Love to all Buddy
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V-MAIL Letter Dated Feb 4, 1945

To: Mr & Mrs J L Lubojacky From: Sgt A S Lubojacky 38561682
Rt 1 Box 97 369" Bomb Sq (H)
Richmond 306" Bomb Gp (H)

Texas APO 557 c/o P.M. N.Y. N.Y.

Sun. Feb. 4, 1945

Dear Folks:

I received that birthday card yesterday and
certainly was glad to hear from you. I sure am
glad you took that operation as well as you did
and are back at home again.

You dreamed that I was a captain, well I hope
to God I'm never in this army that long to where I
get a captains rating. Yes I also had a couple letters
from Roman since he’s been back in France. I sure
am glad he got away from those front [ines. I
think hes had enough of that Kind of stuff.

I had a little +reup trouble with my sinus
last #éte nite so I went to the hospital and got fixed
up, so this morning I'm O.K, again. How is daddy
getting along with his leg now? Has it healed up
or is it still acting up? Love to all Buddy
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V-MAIL Letter

To: Mrs J L Lubojacky

Dated Feb. 5, 1945

From: Sgt A S Lubojacky 38561682

Rt 1 Box 97 369" Bomb Sq (H)
Richmond 306™ Bomb Gp (H)
Texas APO 557 c/o P.M. N.Y. N.Y.
England, Feb. 5, 1945
Dear Folks:

I received your letter today dated 11 Jan and was
quiet supprised to find out that you all didn’t
Rnow where I am. Just to set you straight
on that ___ I am the same place Roman was
after he first left the sates. You are right
in your toughts. I came here the way you said
you tought I did. I can’t say how long it took me
to get here but I'll tell you when I get home.

I haven’t been doing a whole lot lately. Al-
though I was busy this morning but again
this afternoon I was off. So you see its not
to bad over on this side. Tell Walter he
better get all the joy he can now pumping water
cause it’[[ soon get old. Tell him he better
be careful and not drive the tractor in the ditch. Love to all

Buddy
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V-MAIL Letter

To: Mr & Mrs J L Lubojacky

Dated Feb. 8, 1945

From: Sgt A S Lubojacky 38561682

Rt 1 Box 97 369" Bomb Sq (H)
Richmond 306™ Bomb Gp (H)
Texas APO 557 c/o P.M. N.Y. N.Y.
England Thurs Feb. 8, 1948 5
Dear Folks:

I'm not doing anything this afternoon so I
tought I'd drop you a few lines.

I had to work this morning from three o’
clock till about seven, then I was off so I came
back here to the barracks and slept till about
eleven. I havn't heard from Bab since I've been here
so I deedtd decided to write to her this afternoon. I
guess one reason she hadn’t written was that I hadn’t
writen her first. But I tought she was at home and
could get my address.

By the way, I have a supprise for you. I was
awarded the & “Air Medal” this afternoon. Not bad huh?
I had been expecting it for about two weeks and
fineally toay I got it. I'm well so don’t worry too much
about me and write when you have time. ~ Love to all Buddy
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V-MAIL Letter

To: MrJ L Lubojacky

Dated Feb. 11, 1945

From: Sgt A S Lubojacky 38561682

Rt 1 Box 97 369" Bomb Sq (H)
Richmond 306" Bomb Gp (H)
Texas APO 557 c/o P.M. N.Y. N.Y.
England Sun nite Feb 11, 1945
Dear Dad:

I don’t have anything to do tonite so
I decided to drop you a few [ines and let
you Rnow that I'm well and am thinking
I've been off most of the day

except # for early this morning before day light

of you always.

I had three or four hours work, After that I hit

the sack and slept till noon. I['ve been won-

dering if you could send me a box of cigars. If
you do, send White Owl, E[ Roy Jan, or

Phillis. And if you can’t get those get some other good
cigars. I get plenty cigerettes and pipe tobbaco but no
good cigars and sometimes I'd like to have one. Love to all

Buddy
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England Feb. 11, 1945

Dear Sis e All:

I received your birthday card a
few days ago but just havn't
had a chance to thank you for
it. I really was glad to hear from
you.

I sure am glad you [ike your
new home and are among a lot
of your friends.

I'[[ bet you can’t guess where
I spent my twenty first birthday?
Naw, thats wrong. I was ewery
over enemy country. And it wasn't
at all the the way I had always
tought of spending my twenty first.

I can just + imagine what
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V-MAIL Letter g 17 zoE)e ed Feb. 15, 1945
~ %

To: SgtAS LLibOJacky 38561682 - ro;ﬁ Mrs. J. L. Lubojacky

369" Bomb Sq,(H) 306™ Bomb Gp (H) 'C/;/ Rt 1 Box 97

APO 557 ¢/o Posf "cer S Richmond. Tex
New York N.Y. Fm 2
Dear Buddy

Your letter from Jan. 28 came first part
of this week and I answered it the same night
but next morning before I had a chance to send
it off baby tore it and I didn’t get chance to write
again till now. Have you heard from Rﬁoman
lately? We haven’t had a scratch from for quite a
while. I hope he’s only too busy to write.
Yes daddy’s leg is healed up by now and I'm O.K. too.
My operation is almost forgotten, it seems so far in the
past. Roy F is back in states now, on Feb 4" we
took my folks and sse went to La Salle, but we had
7 flats and got there [ate so we didn’t enjoy the trip
very much. Well I sure hope we don’t have such [uck
for a while now. ALl the flats were on the same wheel.
Yes we miss you terribly, not just where work is
concerned, it’s your smiles and your companionship
God only know how I wish
Well we are having some real
warm weather for this time of the year, if it only
would stay dry. Love from all, mom.

too. that we miss.
you were here.
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Letter Postmarked MAY 16, 1945

BOSTON, MASS.

From: Mrs. Esther McDonough
27 Topliff Street
Dorchester 22, Mass

To:  Mr. Joseph L. Lubojacky
—Box6t Edna, Texas
Richmond, Tex
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27 Tepliff Strcet
Dencleater 22, Masas
Mﬂy 18, 1948

Dear Ma, La@ojacﬁy

My 2om Frantd L. McDaaauSK

was will your 4emn 41 4

memben of 1he crew, al 1he

Time 1hein #lﬂ%e wWha rtperl-

¢ed misaing over Daeaden,

Germany.

[ dave received noe mane
wew &aom 1he Wan Deﬁaal-
menl wp 1o 14ia date. | Lavwe
neceived a4 Letten éaon« Ma .
Omer Sicand 114linmyg 14at Lia
1emn Wh4 4 fridemntn 4and
Las now been Liberated.

f&’ 1lowld bean {aam
hy 1en 62 receaye hty

6u¢1£¢a newas | adall
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Wrile you 4A§aimn.

| 6(,(,[ &7 e nAa dtt{/« 16121204
we 42¢ bouwnd Iogtlﬂéa )
were 1he crew thenmaelyens
Taudlé»tag eur fprhaytag éand
counrage sball be rewanded
57 gaaf( "ewa aé aur Loaved
ety 100n.

Si«céaeey
Estlen M(,Da«oasﬂ
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Letter Postmarked MAY 28, 1945
EDNA, TEX.

From: Miss Katherine Jackson
(B)ox 721
(E)dna, Texas

To: Mrs. Joe Lubojacky
Route 1 Box 97
Richmond, Texas
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Cdna, Texas
May 27, 1945

Dear Mrs. Lubojacky,
A received your
letter (Friday and was
going to send those
other letters back yes-
terday, but we didnt
go to town until late
and after J got the
groceries A thought about
the lettres so A went to
mail them and the
postoffice was elosed.

S was very happy to
reeceive what little news
it was and am suwre
you were too. - want
to write to all of
those people just
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as soon as S ecan.

Toow are you"getting
along. S haven't been
feeling any to good for
the past couple days .
Mom washed some
yesterday and went to
pick wp a tub with
a little water in it
and huwet her back.

At till hurts her a
little.

MWe have got the well
deilled yet but hope to
have it by the first or
second week in (June.

As Alice out of sehool
yet, A 'm not, A have to
go one-half day tomorrow
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and half day Juesday and
hal{ day ednesday. F have
so mueh work to do when
sehool is out. A don't bunow
what to do Jirst. Charlie
wants me to help ehop his
corn. Mom and Dad
want me to do this
and that.

Howard is still in
Oblahoma City and
thinks he will get to
come home in gu[g.
Af e does his girl
from Clhicago is coming
when e comes. Y he
can’t come in July she
said she would come

Fust the same. But she

(over)
200



did want to come down
when oward was here.
A hope you will soon

be hearing Jrom Alfred
that he's O. XK. and com-
ing home soon.

Sure thank you for
sending me those letters.
Sorey didn't send them
back right away

Can’t think of any-
thing else to say so
werite and come when
you can

Love to all

Katherine
D.S. How is Olga and
all the rest
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72, A

Too Late To Try

Too late, too late for you to try
Too late, too late for you to change my mind
I'm leaving I'm leaving right away
And this is how I'[[ say good-bye
I'll take you riding in a car.
Than I'([ tell you why I'm leaving.
You Rnow I l[ove you as no other
But I'll come back to you some day
So good-bye good [uck and don’t forget me
For I may be a long time gone.
When at nite or day you may be greaving
Just remember these [ast two [ines
I'll come back to you darling
Then we’ll change your name to
mine.
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Page 1 of 1

D, Willizms,
Again 1 want to thank vou for digging out the photo | had wanted. Caroline's father was in the group shot.

| had offered to send you some information regarding my uncle Allred Lubajacky. | have bumed it o a €D
and will mail it later today, | want to tell you what you will have on this CD.

| = A large PDF file of family letters. mainly from Alred Lubojacky during the war, These have been
scanned and a transcription placed next to each page. This was done by my cousin Susan Murphy, the
daughter of Walter Lubojacky.

2 - A Word document prepared by me. This is mainly a transcription by me of various letters recieved by my
grandparents. Alfred Lubojacky's parents, 1t starts with the notification of his being missing in action,
Following this are many letters from other crew members and their family as my grandmaother was
desperately trying to get more information, To the end of this | added some contemporary camimunications
regarding Alfred that came when the family Gnally fourd out what had happened 1o him.

3 - Another Word document titled "Fire In Clouds”™. This is an English translation of the story of the plane
which was written by a Czech individual 1o be used in the museum in the little twwn near where his plane
came down. This is obviously translated by someone who speaks English as a second language. Even though
it uses broken English in places | kind of like it; it adds to the realism of the story 10 me. | understand that
Waiter Lubojacky has a version of this with the English cleaned up.

1 den't know who you have been getting information from but would suggest that if vou havent talked with
my sister Barbara Neal that you do so. She is the family historian/geneclogist who finally found out what
happened to Alfred Lubojacky. She traveled along with other family members to the Czech Republic for the
dedication of the monument te the crew of that plane a few years ago. Her contact information is:

Barbara Neal

Home (433) 6450726

Cell ({4350 655-1300

P.O. Box 682530

Park City, L'tah 84068-2550
email: barbpoy.nealifigmail.com

| hope this is all helpful to you,

Karl Povthress, CPA

2100 Providence Park, Suie 100
Birmingham, Al 35242

Phone: (205) 995-2720 ¢xt 103
Fax: (205) 995-2721
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_ black flares that looked like connon-
C—balfs, Somehow, Aunt Niece,
- Stephen’s ever-watchful mom, knew

abour our noughty deed before we
“wealked the tao Blocks home to his
fiowese. [t was tough 1o pet aaay with
anyihing with Aunt Niece around.

For some reason, Daddy, who also
seemed 1o have an eagle eye for any
stunts we might want to pull — prob-
ably because he pulled 50 many, him-
gelf — loved (o call Stephen
“Steppenfetchit™ [ don't know if they
did, but 1 certainly wouldn’t blame
Auni Niece and Uncle Bob for hav-
ing several not-so-complimentary
picknames for a certain spoiled rotten
niece ol theirs who hung around all
the time — namely me,

Stephen and I loved to play Army,
ran his trains and stide down the ban-
ister at Grandma Wird's house after
being told nod o Bme and fime again,
We even broke our front teeth al near-
Iy the same time, but the forbidden
banister had nothing to do with either
imcidenl,

Mow we are parents of our own
respective flocks, and the bitle boy 1

- up with is the most wonderful
miuﬂ and father imaginable.
Though we don't see each other that
often anymore, the love is sill there,
It has to be — it's impossible nod o
bave Stephen.

In 19999, our lives paralleled again
when we were both dingnosed with
cancer, We spoke to cach other via
telephone from our hospital beds, but
I was soon home and on the mend
while Stephen continees 1o banle the
insidions disease, | feel auilty thas
someahe like him 15 20 sick and
someone like me had it 5o easy,

His humble, happy, Christian ati-
mde is indescribable, and just the
smalbeést dose of his own special
brand of medicine — of which he
reemms oblivious — is enough 1o put a
smitle on vour face that will lasz all
day.

When | assured Stephen that [ had
placed him and his preciouz family
an every prayer lisl 1 knew of, his
grateful respomse wis, “Il all this 15
usest just to enboance someone’s
prayer life, then to God be the glory”

It is just that kind of mtimde that
prompis his brather and sisters o say
they need a “Steve fix.” which means
they are going to the hospital 1w et
cheered up,

Would that we all had Stephan's
kind of love in our hearts 1o share
with others — thal special brand of
sunshine that enlightens people’s
lives and cheers their heans with a
simple smile that could blot out the
sl

Wil thar we all led lives tha
mide people want & “Ax" of ws.

Woold that we were nll Siephen
Davises,

8.1 Pollock can be reached via
entail ol PR herald-rogsrer com

- AL

e
-
Ty

Prosise, Galler at MIA event

The Lubojackys’ quest to

By BETTY HUMPHEEY

Louise Lubojacky of Rosenberg went (o
her grave in 1990 with the belicf that her
som might still be alive. He had been report-
od missing in action in World War 1T over
Dresden, Germany on Feb, 14, 1945, His
dad, Joe Lubojacky, had hoped that same
hope, and had left their son in his will when
e died in 19790,

Through the years, Lounise Lubojacky
had written 1o the government o see if there
was any further word shout her som,

For 56 years, Ammy Air Force Sgt. Alfred
Stanley “Al" Lubojacky was nussing in
poction, and, by povernment decres, was
officially declared dead & year and 3 day
after the MILA designation,

Mow, after all this time, his family knows
what his fale must have been on that
Valentine's Day — it was the last day of his
life.

Wreath for courthouse marker

Hiz parents were nobfied on March 3,
1945 in o Western Union Telegram from
Adjutant ,Gen, 1A, Ulio of Washington,
., that Al was missing over Germany,
His brother, Sgi. Roman Lubojacky, also
wis i the Army, and hod been in the
Mormandy invaston,

O the plane’s crew, Al was the only one
who remained listed as MIA; the rest
became prisoners of war within o shocl time
of bailing out of their bullet-ridden plans,
which also was on fire, They had been on a
homhing mission over Dresden.

The stary is now fold, thanks 1o Barbara
Povthress Meal of Pacific Palisades, Calif.,
who had heard tales of her Uncle Boddy
during her childhood wnd on frequent visits
i Texas, His Army picourg was in a promi-
neit spod on the pitno at her grandparents’
home, She knew what o special place
Buddy had in ber Granny Lousse’s leart,

Almiost five vearsago, Meal flew 1o Texas
fo attend a Lubojacky Tamily reunion when
@ service was held 1o honor the memory of
her grandparents and to acknowledge -a
murker placed for her uncle at the empty
gravesite adjacent 1o their headstone in
Greenlawn  Memonal Park Cemvtery in
Rosenberg, I was the S0th anfmiversary of
his death as declared by the government,

Already interesied in genecalogy, when
Meal retirgd from the Federal Bureau of
Investigaiion a couple of years ago, she
began doing rescarch and wis able (o ocate
some of the members of ker Uncle Boddy's
flight crew. She made contact and talked
with them aboul their experiences during
that time. MNeal also tslked with children of
the original crew, and they shared memoriss
their fathers had related. Early this month,
e-meiil messages of what Nenl learned went
i ol the relatives wha are hooked ap o
computers, Tears Mwed freely and the doe-
uments were shared among the family,

Meal™s information was nsed o few days
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Every now and then, lin
efficiency hit me a1 work :
clean out drawers, consoln
coaintless notes 1 have wril
miyself, transfer phone num
scrap picces of paper oo my
erg, (Mo doubt the family w
these episodes would strike
home once in & while, bil ¢
lsck. )

When these moods sneak
often alde to wnle a couple
columns at one silting, putt
week ahead of schedule ant
me with quite n sense of rel
wis the case a couple of wi

But then I went o visic S
Rather than leaving his hos
in tears, a5 | had expected c
Joumey thers, T left feeling
and nod worrying so much
And T knew | had o teash ¢
I had written and share his
spirit with my readers.

To know Stephen Davis |
him, and [ am very proud
both cousin and friend,

Being the same age, we |
together; and me being ven
iomboy, we plaved opetlio
Iy, We even got in trouble b
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LUBOJACKY: Niece led search to find out what hapy

Lubojacky fam I y gathered

The Lubojacky family gathered for a picture outside their
farm house. From left, seated, are Joe and Louise Lubojacky
with Walter, Ann, and Alice; hadr. row, Roman, Olga, Sylvia,
Ellen and Alfred.

Continued from page 1

Bangor, Maine, & staging areq for

Europe.
Om the way to Europe, there was
o shont stop in Goosebay,

Labrador, before the crew flew an
to Wales and were transported by
train to Thurleigh. Al and the rest
of the crew became 3 close-knit
group. They became part of the
30Gth  Bombardment  Group.
Throughout "World War 11, the
homb group was stationed at
Thurleigh, in  Bedfordshire,
England, with sbout 3,000 men
srationed there at any one tme.

Each combat crew bad eight or
pine men, down from 10 earlier
when enemy fOghters had been
more nomerois Figures show that
the 306th had some 700 men killed
in petion i WWIL and a similar
number who became prisoners of
WL,

The original flight crew that had
irained  (ogether in 1944 in
Americh and flew 1o the United
Eingdom in latz [944 lost two of
the members when the pilot and
navigitor went down while on o
mission a5 rteplacements  with
another crew, That changed the
dvnamics somewhar

Al wps the ball-turret zunner,
Others on the B<17 that day were

weeks earlier, Al and the others
had been awarded the Aar Medal
by command of Brigadier General
Terner “for meritorious achieve-
ment whike participating in sus-
mined bomber combat operations
over Germany gnd Cerman oocu-
pied countries. The courage, cool-
ness and skill displayed by these
officers and enlisted men upon
these pocasions reflect great cnedil
upon themselves and the Armed
Forces of the United States”

The crews flew in fair weather
and foul, Greek Mahmias had com-
mented o Meal thit the weather
was 5o emibke thot ey could nol
see the olher planes in their forma-
tion, and often the winglips of the
next plane beside them in formation
would be bumping their plase™
wingtips. The planes were nol
allowed rodio traffic in enemy 12rmi-
tory e iy o keep the enemy radar
from spotting them so reacdily,

The B-17 was descnbed as a
very Yopen” plane, with openings
im the waist arca for the guns, and
the way the bomb bay was set up.

The 13th mission for the crew
was 1o Diresden on Feb, 14, Tt was
on that mission that they were Hit,
When another plane dropped oul
of the formation on the way (o
Diresden, their plane |I|I|II1|| the
tast in line, and very valnembls

plane.”

Mahmias, who had taken shrap-
nel in his arm and torso, also
thought Al Lubojucky had gotien
out. Bui, in falkmg with Sicard's
som, Neal learned maore,

Chris Sicard told Neal his father
said the pilot who flew the day
their flight was shot down had
been an instructor on another type
of plane, the B-24, and he was not
familiar with the character of fight
of the B-17.

Their fead plane hod beon hat,
and some conlusion resulied, This
confusion caused balf the plases in
the formation 1o drop their bombs,
it half didn't, 5o they had o go
back around again o drop them.
Their pilog teld them o hald off on
dropping their bombs, bul his
father went ohesd and dropped
them wnyway.

He told tus som he had done so
because e knew they would have
digd having so much explosive

wyer on hoard when hit by enemy
F‘:n: Since the plane was going
back, the enemy fire inlensified,

The plane was badly hir, with
fire in the bomb bay, which is also
the fuel transfer location. His
futher 1old him that with fire there,
the fuel would also 1znite.

In talking with Whitzlaw, the
copilol, Meal was told the only
way be and the pilot hod fo manes-
ver the mircraft was using the throt-
tle o make it go more to e left or
meore 1 the right, and the rim tabs
to use o keep the nose of the air-
craft up.

Even so, they were determined
1w flv zast (o reach Ruossia, the
pearest Allied teeritory. He said
they flew in this manner for about
35 minutes before it was obyious
Ut they absohutely had to bail oug,
because the wrcraft was going 1o
o down.

About 20 munutes inio that 35-
minute flying ime, Whitelaw sakd,
“I got oul of my seat and tried 10
et back in the bomb bav, T sow
Lubojacky Iyving on his right side,
covered with Bblond from his head,
on down much of his body, and 1
could see he wos pulling himself

op head first toward the 1
of the aircrafi, He mist
hiz parzchute on becayse
holding it, &nd he would
he couldn't leave withou

He zaid the flames en
arca oward him, causti
law o have o retreat b
front of the aircrafi a
n't go back there, beci
was only a six-inch w
across the open bomb |
was wide open to the ou
I didn’s even have my sl

"I couoldo't see amy
when [ saw him, and figu
and the eihers must has
jumped. [ couldn't ﬁ|
I.uhnjackv:i.' was just ge
waist, and then | |'=:|I|1r.|;hd
oul electrical power o
turret back wround o
could get our, he would
to hand-crank it arowr
would ve faken a while,

“When the flames me
later, [ looked again but
longer there, and m
already bailed out It wa
minates after [ had seen |
when we all had to bail »

Finally the condition
craft cauzed the rema
crew members o have &

Bicard told his son th
the plane blow up befon
ground, just after his
deploved. He landed jus
Czech  border from
where he was raken
Whitelaw and Standles |
only half a mile apan
together. They were helj
by a local fellow, but w
caught at Jicin.

They | finally ende
Nurenburg, where they
of their ime in caplivil
e war, they were sent o
murch d'-'ll"-'-'l'l 5 where Fs
Army liberated them.

Mohmias was cangt
Ciermians and terned o
55, who he told Neal,
aiud toriured him for da
He was never ireates
1L1_1Ul'lf-"- the whole time

e —
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anmher crew. hat changed the
dynamics somewhal.

Al waz the ball-furret gunner.
Oithierz on the B-1T that day were
the pilot, B.E. Lewis; copilot ind
top gunner, Bob Whitelaw; naviga-
tor and fiose  gunmer, Lester A,
Harvizon; radio, Field McChesney;
engineer, Jim Standlee; bom-
hardier, Baymond Joseph Sicard;
tail gunner, Lee “Greek™ Nahmias;
and waist gunner and armorer,
Frank McDonough,

Ml:l.'fhfw:]. shared a brief story
with Neal “to give an example of
what a carefree and fum guy Al
wis,

One might, several of the crew-
mates were sitting in the mess hall
when Al came in laughing. He
expluined that he had ridden his
hike over, in the enforced tolal
darkness of the base, o join ihe
riest of his baddies, It was so dork
he couldn't see where he was
poing, A couple of officers
encountered along the way fell in
the ditch alongside the road, o
avedd petting hit by Al's bike.

"We asked him if he stopped o
help them up,” MeChesney said,
“And he said ‘No, | was langhing
i hard,"™

Records his family have reveal
that Al's crew waz on his 13th mis-
zion on that fateful day, Abowt two

{leg. He

Pamtly album phﬂtos

When another plane dropped out
of the formation on the way 1o
Dresden, their plane became the
last in line, and wvery vulnerable,
Mahmias remembered.

Since all the planes had not
dropped their bombs, o colonel
aboard another plane directed their
formation to go around again, “If
we hadn't gone around again, we
would not have been  hit..”
Mahmins said.

MeChesney told Neal that they
“had 1o come back over the target a

| second time, which made os even
| more vulnmerable, Our formation
wis altacked by FW-190k, German
fighter Biznc::. I was in the radio
troom. Damage by the FW-190s
[knocked out our internal electrical
{svetem and intercom, so the pilo
arbel copilot couldn’t get informas
ion fo or from the epew, and Iater
[cnu]dnl give the bail-owl order
jover the intercom.
| “I went into the warsl (aren of
| the plane). [ saw  thai
(MeDonough) had been hit in the
olled wup  his  mask
1rr:nnnu:::litdn and said, 'Get a

splint.” I went back to the radio
room. | opened the door and saw
jall the flames in the homb bay, and
L knew then that we were going
o [ got Frank’s chute and pot
ton him, and got him oot of the




day, February 18, 2001

) find out what happened to uncle in World War I

i5, who hid taken shrap-
& oorm &nd forso, also
EI r-IJhl.'!;'iikE]-'_'f had gotlen
in mlking with Sicard's
learned more,
icard told Neal his Father
dilot who flew the day
i owas shot down had
istructor on another ype
he B-24, and he was no
1;|th the character of Aight
wd plane had been hit,
conluzion resulied., This
citused half the planes in
1o o crop their bombs,
n't, so they had to go
nd again 10 drop them,
tobd them to hold off on
their bombs, bul his
nl zhead amd dropped
Yy,
his wom he had done so
¢ knew they would have
g 30 much explosive
aird when hit by enemy
the plane was going
nemy fire indensified.
ng was bodly hit, with
somb bay, which is also
irensfer location. His
hime that wath fire there,
il nlso ignite.
ig with Whitelaw, the
ztl was told the only
the pilod had 1o maneu-
rafl was using the throt-
it 20 more 10 the lefi or
right, and the trim tabs
#p the pose of the air-

they were determined
o reach Russia, the
1ed territory, He said
1 this manner for abow
before it was obvious
sodutely had to bail out,
* alrerafi was going to

| minutes into that 35-
1z bme, Whitclaw said,
H my seat and tried to
. the bomb bay. I saw
I¥ving on his right side,
h blood from his head,
uch of his body, and [
i was pulling himself

up hesd first toward the waisl door
of the aircraft. He must have had
his parachite on because he wasn't
holding it, and he would've known
he couldn't leave without it

He zaid the flames engulfed the
aréa fowasd him, ciusing White-

lawe o have o retreat back to the |
front of the aircraft again. “I could- |
n't go back there, because there| his feelingy to himself. The only
wai only a six-inch wide beam)  gme his son ever saw him cry was

dcross the open bomb bay amd it
was wide open o the outside, and
I didn’t even have my shoes on yet.

“l couldn’t see anyone clse

when T saw him, and figured Greek
and the others must have already

jumped. [ couldn't figure why

ubojacky was just getting 1o the
waist, and then 1 realized that with-
out electrical power 1o roll the ball
turret back arcund to where he
could get out, he would have had
0 hand-crank 0 around, which
would've taken a while.

“When the flames moved again
fater, T looked again but he was no
fonger there, and must have
already bailed oot It was about 15

minutes after | had seen Lobojacky

when we all had 1o bail ou”
Fimally the condition of ihe air-

craft caused the remaining five

crew members to have (o jump.
Sicard told his son that he saw

the plane blow up before it hit the

ground, just after his parachute
deploved. He landed just over the
Cezech border from Germany,
where he was taken prisoner,
Whitelaw and Standlee had landed
only hall ‘a mile apart and got
together. They were helped at first

by a local fellow, but were finally

caught at Jicin,

They finally ended up in
Murenburg, where they spent most
of their time in captivity. Late in
the Wik, they were sent on a forced
march down to where Patton’s 3rd
Army liberated them,

Nabmias was caught by the
Germans and tumed over to the
55, who he 1old Neal, questioned
and torfured him for days on end.
He was never treated for his
injuries the whale time he was a

“—Lester Harrizon,

| V-E {(Victory Europe) Day, my

aging him, saying ‘They'll show
up. Be of good cheer!® and he was
right — we did show up, all except
Al After 1 made 1t back, [ wrots
either to Roman or to Al's mother
fcan’t now remember which) All
of us who made it back stoyed in
touch with one another for a coupls
of years, untl about 9477

Meal also chromicled, “In later
years, I began hearing from Cirech
fans of the B-17s. [ learned from
them that the planc’s tail section
and one of the engines were on dis-
play in a small Crech town, the
name of which I can't readily
remember”

Al Lubojacky remains alive in
the memones of his family mem-
bers. In addition 1o sisters Prosise
and Galler, there are Olga
Kaminsky of Sealy, Ann Mikeska
of Richmond, Ellen Povthress of
Birmingham, Ala.; and a brotherz,
Walter Lubojacky of Mesker,
Okla., and many, many nieces and
nephews,

prisoner. He said that on one ocea-
sion when he was being moved
across the country, he saw for a
couple of minutes a couple of his
fellow crew members as they were
being transported or in 4 prison
camp,

Stcard said that his father was
very reserved, and very much kepd

when be leamed of the passing of
his good friend from the crew,

McChesney told Neal that
McDonough was terribly wounded
and had always been concemed
that he had caused the loss of the
plang, fearing be should have been
able to prevent it by shooting the
Cerman plane that attacked them;
he was thus terribly concerned that
he bad cavsed Al's death.

McChesney also said, "Even at

folks didn't know that 1 was alive.
Before W-E Day, Al's brother
Romen wrote to my father, encour-

SR

1
|

B-17's ﬁal’ crew

The crew that initially New together included, from left, back row,
Alfred 8. Lubojacky, Leon “Greek” Nahmias, Frank McDanough,
James Standlee and Hardin McChesney; front row, Joseph Sicard,
Louis Wilson, Bob Whitelow and Kenneth Streun. Pilot Streun and
Navigator Wilson went down with a plane on which they were on a
mifssion prior to the fateful Feb. 14, Igdﬁ mission for the rest of Lhis
crew with B.B. Lewis as pilot and Lester Harrison as navigator.




DEFENSE PRISONER OF WAR/MISSING PERSONNEL OFFICE
2900 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-2500

26 January 2009
D-09/000017

MEMORANDUM FOR U.S. ARMY HUMAN RESOURCES COMMAND (AHRC-PER)
SUBJECT: Next of Kin Notification Pertaining to Sergeant Alfred S. Lubojacky (WWII)

The attached Next of Kin Notification and supporting documents relating to Sergeant
Alfred S. Lubojacky have been fully coordinated by DPMO's policy and analytic
directorates, and have been signed off by the DASD for release to the appropriate next of kin.
This information will be shared with the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC) and
we will update the family if there are any further developments.

A < -
7 fire >

Brian M. Hockin

Lieutenant, U. S. Navy

Defense Casualty Liaison Officer
Attachments:
As stated



'

T e o

,a. Tt
T

B b
—

'-unl-r-.n-l--hulﬂl-l;’ﬂ.
1] T i T I T




R S A "
Y . WiR: DEPARTUENT
e o ‘f‘ﬁ, ss»"* mmqums.m AT mc;s

; m’** £y 2 SRBHIRGTGN 5. 3
SRR z':-".:.'»,/ R L T MRS B O ol !

R .- m - .
ey . MISITIg ALK GROf REPORT ... .. BNt Lo SR
Imdmr: This Report will bo cozpided im.tri plicate by each’ Aimy. Alr.
> Wikt .o . Foroces organigation sdthin 48 hours ‘of: the-tiue anvui.r,.c:ew x,
T member is of:ioic.l.;s reported-uﬂ.ssing. o

~

‘_‘1.. QRM;IMION, Logati,on, bx, Na:ne AAF‘ tau°&ma.nd of Air Foroé m -
ree memes GTOUD-. .pou:vqun ‘_wg__ . Dodbeokmetn, R _
2._ SPECIFY: P ace of“Decar‘cy:s Mﬂm Course wgg
e Target or Intendod Destinntion Dresden "‘yoe ‘ot ~dssion _@,
.5. h‘EATm CONDITIONS AND VISIBIL’Ti; AT ;I OF cm»sr* OR :’h.‘:‘.II I.AST REPOP ED'

ouds with 1isht R LR ST
a) Doy 14 idonth Feb Year 46 ; Ti.de _;,_g}j, and Looat?.on Near Dresam

of‘last known whereabouts of miscing aircraft. ° . Tl g T e
L e S - (b) Speciry whether aircraft wus last aighted (;-), ‘Last oontacted by
-radio (- ); Foroed down ( ); Seen to C*ash ( ). or In-omn.tion not Avail- o

ATRCRAFT ¥AS LOST)" OR IS BLIZVED 70 HAVE BEM t.osr. is}z i 'r«asunr' o:-*:' (Cheok,
‘only’ ofie) ' Enemy uircru.t‘t (x), Enemy a.nti-,,,irorart ( ). Other Cirowmstances:

s’ Follows: - LR AL
: .‘;""‘ c"".,ll \ﬂ/-ull¢_w

6. m: L,/pe, uiodel and eries 3-17-g MF SerialTumber 4—2-—97185 l/ :
£, WICKNALIZ OF AIRCR&FT, If Any Zone = I T e
© 8. ENGINES: Type, Hodel und Sories R=1820-9 shaF Serial -

Uunber () sw-013005 3 (b)_ 45-59408 ( T SA018971 3(d) _Sw-017244
' 9. TNSTALLED % 3 (Furnish below hicke, lype und gegﬂ fa'um?e'i-'), IR
- s () ms-416764: (b) BS-'6ME62 ; (c) Fo635212 (d)_r-~649089 3
: o) F-647163 ; (f) F-635375 ; (g) F=635370 2 (h)_F _E-635086 3
(1) p-646966 x (J) F-635087 5 (1) ; (1) A T

(m) (n) 5 (o) 3 (p)_ 3 P

‘1. THS Pm'g'_"ons LIST 'ED 3510\ Waks RZPORTED AS: (a) sattle Casunlty 3

or (b) Non Battle Cusualty .

11 NULBER OF PERSONS ABOLRD ATRCRLFT: Crow _9_; Passengers 0 ; Wur 9 B '.f,-' ]
(Starting with Pilot, furnish the foliowing particulars: If more. S

s persons were aboard aircruft, list similu- pa.rt:lculars on senara.te sheet L,
REtN a.nd attach original to thds form.) | - | : :
R M: " Name in Full - = .. Serial
L '7;% Crew Position (Last/Nume First) Renk '’ Tusbsr
1 .pi:‘l’.uapilotlff:& Wzm &oylsbmg} ,Bo___C_&Ej N
; S Nev-jevizator = vwa.wpu_zsmg_:mmg
. \40 Bonb - Noge Gunner R »129659> -
- %m Rer Eng-Too Tur Gun. fftandlee, James F.des t. 17023812-- . MIA AHC

Radio Opr - Radio O®r.McChespey, Hardip t 16315016 . I0A £/, J'
- = Arm Gun-Ball Tur Gun, Inbojacky. Alfred SN Bzt ¢ £§L§§g MIA

B_AL*WH___ﬂeiﬂt Gm-_mmmmumwm

,un-"‘ail Gun. m&hm.gg »Laon ._.__.ﬁzL_.&ZQI_QBJL_mAEIS

n " ‘\ K ] ,J. .

12. IDEITIFY B=LOW n S3 sERSOIv’S ;.HO +dlJ BALIZVLD 70 HavVs ma"""'m"o‘,a..s' % DG"'E' 'o'?'““"mn 42.‘-"?='-: B

: CRAFT, AMD CHECK m*ajﬂu “E COLUAL 70 TIDICATE SIS FOR Swlily ucet. /701
- LI B HN Cheok Only One Colwm

” Ce Wt ) Oortuoted - ~Saw.

"“Home in Pull ‘ Serieﬂ. by - Lust- Suw ‘ rorced‘

L (Lust liame First) Rank ’ jusber  Pudio Si;,hted Crash Ln.nc.ing. B

1- HiTHAYAY, Q9L 8, lot It 0-736585 ‘ X :

.- : ; . ‘ e Coemd nriiegte g

T e
. 3 : oo e
M . . B . - - o N
- L e, - . - - . Tew s e R nee s w
T A o v R o ~—, P T O s - Pt LA




December 10, 2008
Next of Kin Notification
Sergeant Alfred S. Lubojacky, United States Army Air Forces (USAAF)

Analysts from the Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office’s (DPMO) Joint
Commission Support Directorate are conducting research on the case of Sergeant
Alfred S. Lubojacky, 38561682, 369" Bombardment Squadron, 306™
Bombardment Group, 8" Air Force, whose B-17G (42-97185) bomber crashed
near Hridelec, former Czechoslovakia, on February 14, 1945, Recently, DPMO
has received two documents that indicate that Lubojacky did not survive his loss
incident and his body was discovered in the vicinity of Merboltice, former
Czechoslovakia.

According to U.S. records, Lubojacky’s B-17G was attacked by enemy
fighters shortly after dropping its bombs over the target in Dresden, Germany.
The bomb bay and number three engine were set on fire, and the plane’s inter-
communications system was damaged. As a result, the crew members in the
forward section of the plane could not communicate with those in the rear. The
co-pilot stated that he was “positive” Lubojacky bailed out of the aircraft. The co-
pilot last saw Lubojacky through the flames in the bomb bay. Lubojacky was
lying on his back near the waist door, securing his parachute to his body, and he
appeared to have been injured in the abdominal area. The co-pilot stated that
Lubojacky smiled and waved at him before reaching for the red emergency release
handle on the waist door. The flames in the bomb bay intensified forcing the co-
pilot back, and when he looked into the bomb bay again, Lubojacky was gone.
The co-pilot believed the aircraft crashed about 50 miles east-northeast of Prague.
Two other crew members also provided accounts consistent with the co-pilot’s
version of the circumstances leading up to Lubojacky’s disappearance. Lubojacky
is the only unaccounted for member of the nine-man crew, as the eight captured
crew members were eventually returned to U.S. military control after the war.

An investigation conducted by the American Graves Registration Service
(AGRS) in 1947 determined that Lubojacky’s aircraft crashed near the small
village of Rideletz (now Hridelec). The police and local farmers reported that the
Germans had removed all of the wreckage and that to their knowledge no bodies
had been found in or around it. The AGRS team searched cemetery and town hall
records in both Rideletz and Bad Belohrad for information concerning Lubojacky,
but the results were negative. Local residents in both towns knew of the plane that
crashed in the area and of five airmen who bailed out of it but knew nothing about
Lubojacky. In 1949, AGRS requested permission to re-enter Czechoslovakia to
continue investigations into the losses of 17 U.S. service members, including



Lubojacky. However, that request was denied by the Czechoslovakian
Government, which tasked its Ministry of National Defense to conduct these
investigations on behalf of AGRS. The investigation into Lubojacky’s loss
produced negative results. On November 18, 1952, Lubojacky’s name was
removed from the deferred search roster and his status reverted to non-recoverable.

In April 2008, DPMO received new information from the KARTA Center
Foundation, a Polish non-governmental research organization, regarding
Lubojacky’s case. In its research report for the period of October-December 2007,
KARTA reported that it discovered a book written by Mr. Martin Vesely titled
Vojenske Dejiny Ustecka (Military History Usti), in which Vesely makes a
reference to Lubojacky (Attachment 1). While describing the loss of a heavy
bomber over Dresden, Vesely states that “the caught paratrooper probably was not
its crew man as opposed to Sgt Alfred Lubojacki [sic], whose body was found
near Vernerice na Decinsku on the same day.” This information refers to the town
of Vernerice, located in the Decin District, and is the first known mention of
Lubojacky’s whereabouts after he bailed out of his aircraft. DPMO is working
through KARTA to acquire the source of Vesely’s information.

In July 2008, DPMO investigators traveled to the Czech Republic and met
with Mr. Milos Podzimek, a local historian and member of the Ornamental Society
of Army History. Podzimek has researched Lubojacky’s case for 18 years,
publishing a pamphlet on Lubojacky and his crew called Ohen v Oblacich (Fire in
the Clouds). He stated that the case has been difficult to research, because U.S.
records and testimony from survivors of Lubojacky’s crew give only the location
where the plane crashed and not where Lubojacky was last seen. However, the
historian stated that he was able to find a German police document, which contains
information related to Lubojacky’s loss case (Attachment 2). The document states
that an airman’s body and unopened parachute were found near Merboltice in
February 1945. Merboltice is less than 10 kilometers from Vernerice, the location
mentioned in Vesely’s book. The body had a gunshot wound in one leg and an
identification tag bearing the name Lubojacky, though the service number was
illegible. The document supposedly was forwarded to the German military
headquarters in Decin, but no mention is made concerning the disposition of the
remains.

This notification reflects ongoing investigation and not final analysis.
Research and analysis continue on this case.

Attachments:

1. Page 164 from Martin Vesely’s book titled Vojenske Dejiny Ustecka (Military
History Usti) with summary from Oct-Dec 2007 KARTA report.

2. German police document provided by Mr. Milos Podzimek with translation.
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306th Bomb Group
369th Bomb Squadron
B.B, Lewis, Capte A.C. | o 2
AfC 185'-; ' Ce
Suspected .

Additional informations ~

Our A/C 185~J, pilot B,P, Lewis, capt. s ACs, loft fomation shortly after

tighter attack 1233 hours, Chemnitz-Dresden area, 1 chuto nm reported may

not have bsen from Lowis'. A/C, Pilot Hathaway, A/C 914~B says Lewis did 1ao° turn

and’ heided east, Date of mission 14/2/L5, to Dresden, - GEmpaiSols

W Suapect.ed of going te Ruasia. TissAg e
W 9 men, including pilot, were in A/C 185~J on this mission,

)

JOHN A. BAIRNSFATHER,
Group S-2
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TE.OVUARTERS 15T AIR. DIVISION
0,..[ ice of tl'.e Director of Intallijence
APO 557 : D‘-M-B.

I‘:J!EDJ.AT"‘ TNTSEFR u...'l‘IO. R’:PORT '\IO 232, 0530 hours, 15 February, 1%5..

This report’ oove;'s atm. < a,ttaok pho‘bognap.v .of. the 9lst, 9Rnd, BOBrd 305th, 306th
351at, -379th, - 30let, 364th, 393th,. 4Olst: -and-L57th Bombardnent Groups taker. du'.f‘:i.n‘7
‘the miaq,;pa.,et; 1.1. Febpuary, A945 to TLHGTTS IN GERMANY AND CZEGHOSLOVAKIA, - . - .

DRESDEN, GERIUY T

The mget was tue citv of DRECDEL the historica" caoital of SD’OI‘Y, and an. in-
dustrisl center of consi..er.ble importance. It 1s one of the finest. res:menta.al

citn.es in. G"Rs.nh'r with a population of 650 0go0, e

Due %o alouq covar o.t‘ 7/1,0 t.o 10/10 c’.enaity co x4 ed ..._th smoke "rom firea started
{ "y the abtack of the n N.AF, on tae night or ,.s.q 'Jbr.u.rj, o3k of tqe bombs dropped
" on this “berget could not be pl otted and only a, few vord stiilkes could be pin-pointed,

of the 27 concentrations dro:.cd on 'bx.is te r;,e.. ) “11 oould be pln ted. However, port-
iops. 6f t.lwge,.fero p;rt....ull;,— obaoured. e LT - S

Three -eencenbinations of o,.‘cre." rursose bo* 8 gould be seen bursting in the DR’.‘B)]EN- )
FRIEDRICM DT FA20H, .uL...."‘ ). .t,.,xx, & S bepd bursts could be pin-peinted. in .the
for.arding si.a;.xasu.res.. . "oA.oqu y tie geln weiht of bombs appears to have fallen
across tie vential zorticn of the marshsllins werd andG, into an indust.rial area im~.
medz.ately adja.cent to tne nort..ern edqze of Lo vard,

-

.de, ’poqaibly thrqe concentr ‘tZons. .of bombs could be seea in; the I.DBTAU MPS;D&LLING
YARD AREA, - mi}e 8.8 of tie DISEH F‘%I!’...'].;IC.';'JT DT.Y.0D3 in the gentral portion of -
the city, “Hits could not b 'il'l-vpCil.UV aQovover, tio c..:vlo.sa_ona yere: seen, . Lamed-
iately adjacent to both tiic custern wnd - ».....e:n cides of the yard are puilt-up in-
ustrial a.rcas. “"nerev s aalh ‘luJuui..lt‘ 4iat sovere damaze wlll result in these

APC8Se a4

Three heavy concentrc.tions o ~,enem.l purpose boubs fell into the RiCKIITZ DISTRICT,
1} miles S.E, ol the ccnbter of the olt;", This arca is a conpact residential area
(.,.0r to 70%) built-up, Firos csuld e seen burning in this area late in the atback
an¢. scvora damacse cap be ot “Jeoted, '

Two coréenbrations of bombs gould e olo*tcd in the ITUTT TTZ~COTTA DISTRICT, 12
milos-Ne We of the certer of the eity, These areas are re...cnticl (405 to 705
bui;t-up and dane e should besaevere,

At least one concontrotion o gonoral purooae belws ecuid e scen bursting in the
ZSCHERTNTTZ DISTRICT. = ds wroa is owburbin (104 te 493) built-up, Damage should
be moderatc, . . .

Target markors ang onbds au.;t whctoreshy i:.;."_v.uc. tact the majority of bombs drooned
fell "Imbohoavil;” bullt-u - arecwc of the oly;, Diuej ¢ to tho city should be swere.
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By STEFHEN PALKOT

The trinl ogwinst fommer Kendleton
Paolice Commissioner Sam Jimomie
Mann coptinued on Teewkay with
O ATEUIMents,

“It's o cast about theft — theft of
cash thal wis supposed @ po o he
bank accounts of the ciy of
Kendleton,”  sawd ULE. Atlomey
Michael Wiynne.

Mann stands accused of a federal
indicimient containing 52 counts, all
stemmung from o penod o te ke

"5 when e served as the Kendleion
police commissioner.

Monn 15 being tmed in the LS.
District Court of Judge Ewing
Werlein, whene a jury of 12 will deter-
mine his guilt or innocence.

Wynne accused Mann in opening
argumenls of legally ennching him-
sl wath money collecied from talbc
warrants and federal grant moncy
designated for hinng new police offi-
cers, Much of that maffic collections
msoney, said Wiynne, wos 1o ogo 10 the
gate, leaving Kendleton i debt,

Defence atomey Tom Berg, low-
ever, called his chent “sterm amd hon-
sl e umed the attention 1oward
ca-detendant and former police cap-
tain Crerald Davis, calling Davis an
“embezzler” and a “self-serving liar™

“He's made a deal wiih the goveri-
penl o save his hede and pesuly
dzaimest Sam Monn” swid Bero,

Duavis, who was to face the jury
with Mann, pleaded poilty on
Thwirzcay w0 e count of conspiracy
in exchange for ol other chorees
beting dropped.

The Kendleton Police Diepartiment,
sand Whynoee, operated whal was coin-
monly known as a “speed trap” in the
stretch of ULS, 59 within city limits.
and the police depariment Bandied
el warrant collectons ander o
AL e Selup,

Whnne susd warrants wene issued if
n traffic offender did not appear in
mumicipal court, and the money col-
lected by officers would be med
over o the Kendiéton Police
Department.

Davis served as chief of the war-

ranks divisign, wed VWym
and Mann conspired o il
hall’ of the warmng mwn
selves  and  “cover 1
thioirzh bookkeepnz
Oifwcers wouk] colle
suad Whone, ood woulid
from violators, despine
regulations agains the g
Wonine said  Deivis
somighl i collect squl
mom-casl el cashe pey
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Searching for closure

Family continues quest to find remains of missing airman

{In Febroary 2000, The Herald-
Coaster in a Lile & Times article
reported the Lubojacky family’s
quest to find information about the
fate of Army Air Force Sgi. Alfred
Stanly Lubojocky, who wenl missing
in gction Yalentine’s Day, 1945 after
a plane battle over Dresden,
Germany. That January was the year
they got some closure aflter 36 vears
of womdering. His niece, Barbara
Meal of California, bad contacted
Lubojacky’s fellow crew members
and relatives and shared her findings
with the Family.)

By BETTY HUMPHREY

Almost 10 years ago, members of the

Lubojacky family stood by a marker
bearing the name of Sgi. Alfred 5.
Lubojacky of the United States Army
Air Force at 3 service during a family
reunion &l Davis-Greenlawn Cemetery
in Rosepberg. The ceremony at the
Graveside of his parenis, Joe and
Louise Lubojacky, honored the memao-
ry of the son, known as "Buddy,” lost
during an air baule after the B-1T was
attacked over Dpesden, Germany in
World War Il on Feb. 14, 1945,

On Moy 8, 2005, i the 60th year
gince Lubojacky was listed as MIA,
some of those sune relatives will stand
al a memorial site pear the village of
Hridelee in the Czech Bepublic mark-
ing the spot where the empiy B-17
plane, on which Buddy was the ball-

el gunier, finally crashed that same
day.

Just as at the empry grave i
Rosenberg, hie is nod there. But where
il his remains he? Research continues
in the Ciech Republic on that question.

Other members of the crew were
Leon “Greck™ Nahmias, tail-gunper,
Frank McDonough, armorer; James
Stamdlee, engineer; Hardin “Field"
McChesney, mdio operator; Joseph
Sicard, bombardier; Bob Whitelaw, co-
pilot; Louis Wilson, navigator; and
Kenneth Streun, pilod, Several of these
men's remembrances or those from
their families were chronicled from
reserch by Lubojacky's niece, Barbara

See LUBOJACKY, page 3

Sgt. Alfred S. Lubojacky

Tuesday, and said Imperial Sugar

Sugar Land Council prepares f
development of Imperial prope

By STEPHEN PALKOT
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Cm:ljmwd From page 1
_Meal, now of California, in the 2001

I
|
I
I
i family, one search, one hero”

I While all the other guys success-
¢ fully parachuted out, one at a time
o even with grave wounds, they nll
v bived and were capiured by the MNagis.
' Omnly two are alive now: McChesney,
¢ who now lives in Bowling Green,
. Ky., and Lee Nahmizs, who resides
i in Flushing, .Y, MNeal has been in
! opontict with both recently.

Of the group that stood at the
o miarker in Bosenberg o honor their
; parents and uncle, only four of
! Buddy's  ziblings  refain: Olga
! Kaminsky of Sealy, Alice Prosise and
o A Mikeska of Rosenberg, and Walt
Lubojacky of Oklahoma In 20032,
both Ellen Povithress of Alabama and
Sylvia Galler of Rosenberg passed
away.

After the 2001 information, Neal
| had kept an with the research and the
email messages o any who would

n 1LI'.I'Ifill at the funeral of her
| Aunt Sylvia Galler in Rosenberg. she
' l:um:dﬁ'umRul:l_'r' Lubojacky that an
+ article in a Crech genealogy publica-
. bon was secking to reach the fanily
| members of Alfred Lubojacky. The
tarticle in  the Texas Czech

Grm:a.]ngmat Soctety writlen by D
. + Josef Simicek (in Czech) had been

; ranslated into English and pan into
' the June 2002 “Ceske Siopy - Crech
| Footprints,” seeking information on
i behadf of others, This tumed ot to be
| Milos Podzimek of the Czech
: qublm: known a3 “The Bombers

+ Fan,” whe first tried 10 track down the
i LuhUJ.u:k'_v family in December 2000,
VI was i 2003 that Neal finally had
' an mnermediary whose frend was

+ poing to Lichnov, near Novy Jicin, 1o
» deliver Neal's requests for infarma-
yon W Dr Simicek, The waveler
‘ brought back information and a
i gm:h letier Simicek had received
« Dec, 9, 2000 from Podsimelk.

This past Chrztmas, MNeal leamed
‘new information from the ragedy,
o this timee directly from Podzimek, a
o min inkerested inthe history of Woeld

War I, especially the air war. As a
member of the Omamental Society
of Armiy Histery (O8AH), Podzimek
il Meal he concentrates on the fates
b airmmien crew of the airerafis which
erashed i our men” i what wne

. LUBOJACKY: Farmly will ¢

story. The page was headlined “One |

. s

and that he had beew in contact with
Sicard, MeChesney, and Whitelaw
some years 3go, He said he sent them
betters this vear, bt had oo reply,

He also sent a picture of the mise-
umt that is being buill inside 2 bunker,
i structure from the “Crechoskovak
Frontier Defenses [935-1938)" close
by the town of Hioarow,

Maost of those sites will be visited
isy early May by family members and
others from Fort Bend County.

Meal knew that she and other fam-
ily members would definitely want to
be there for the dedication of the
maonument. And she krew thar it
would be
a logical opportunity for her family
memibets whe had never done so, 1o
be able 1o see the towns and villages
in Mormwia that the family's Franek
and Lubogacky nncesiors loft in the
1800 o come o Texas, Meal very
miuch winted to share this dedication
ceremony with the fomily,

However. hiuving waveled in the

Ceechh Republic once before, she |

knew that arramging the logistics of
v they could all et o Hridibec
lroan Prague, would be difficul. How

travel to Em‘u fnr eve

The crew that imitially flew topether includes
“Greek” Mahmiaz, Frank MceDonough, Jome
Sicard, Louviz Wilson, Bob Whitelow and Kenn‘
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 this time directly from Podsimek, &
v o interested i the history af World
*War 11 especially the air war, As

membier of the Omarmental Society

+ of Army History (OSAH), Podzimek
 ioid Neal he concentrates on the fates
 of airmen crew of the aircrafts which

crashed “in ouf area” in what was

i Crechoslovakin and i Poland and

Germany, “The story of B-<17T crew,
there was Alfred, T snedy and zearch

 for 15 years ago!" he wrode,

Incloded in what PodzimeX had
recenily found was the German offi-

' cer's repor, which was rnslated far

Meal by WM. Von-Maszewski, bead

‘of the gencalogy depariment af

Ceorge  Memorial  Library  in

* Bichmond, Her aunt, Alice Prosise,

hnd sugpesied she contact him.
From the ‘German report
Podeimek had found, Meal was
shocked o leam that Buddy's body
wis found by the Nazi police with a

» partly opened parachute on Feb, 15,

1945 and with a wound to the thigh,
The “parachutizt indeed was identi-
fed. His tag showed his name, b
the D number was damaged and no
readakle,

“Tn msakes me 5o 53d 1o think that
wis kisown then, and the information
wias pever meloyed to the fomily”
IMeal saicd

On Jon, |, Podeimek sent her sev-
eral maps by emuoil, the firt with a
red amow pointing to the village of
Hridelec, close io the spa town of

 Lazne Belohrad, That's where the

monument is being placed at the site
M0 kilometers north of the county seaq
of Hradeo Kralove, MM} kmo east
nonhesst of Prague,

On anedhier map, the red amow

"poings out the village of Merboltice,

"where
“Buddy's”

the MNam police found
body, That location is 20
ki east of List on the Elbe River in

"Morthern Bolemia, The kefi end of

the arrow poiints w the village of Hor,
Zalezly,  where the  plane’s
McDonough, who was wounded,
lamded by parachute,

Meal's correspondent told her tha
in his search, he got many of e
matenials (documentss reganding ithe
arreradl and its crew) from e USA,

18005 o come o Texas, MNeal very
mitch wanted to share this dedication
ceremony with the family.

However, having traveled in the
Crech Republic once before, she
know that amranging the logistics of
how they could all get 1o Hridilec
fromt Pragise, would be difficult, How
fo 2ot
therm to the arcns of Momvo that she
winied them to see — ol this
would be impossible for ber 1o plan
froin Californis. She knew that
unless it was all planned “seambess-
Iv,” that it would not be a inp that
relatives amnd crew could even
allempl.

Shee fede she peeded someone famil-
iar with arrunging such travel
details in the Crech Bepublic, and
Enew that Fon Bend County would
have
miore pecple expenenced there (and
able to speak and wnte the lan-
guapge), than available where she
lives,

In talks with her aunt, Ann
Mikeska she leamed that Jerry and
JoannFabrygel of Meedwville had
handbed “all ihe amangements for
Mikeska's 1998 wvisit to the Crech
Eepublic. Meal snid, "So, the choice
wits losical to ask them to help with
the logistics of being able o honor
one of Fort Bend Counly’s sons,
and W arrange Ume oosee the vil-
lages of his, and all the family's,
ancestors,”

S0 far, family members going on
the trip, which leaves May 3 for
Prague and retums on May 13 from
Wicnm, Austna through Pans, are:
Ann and  Jim Mikeska of
Rosenberg, daughter, Showna
Zandel, sons Chint and Cody and
their  wives; Walt and  Betiy
Lubojucky of Oklahomn; Charles
and Barbara Meal of Califomia,
Edna Kundel;, Everett and Connie
Kaminzky of Houston, and, Tope-
Tully, the Meals two daughiers and a
san-iti-law, [

Chbers who expect (oo ore Guy
and Betty Humphrey and crew |
member  of the B-17, Field
MeChesney of Bowling Green, Ky,
and his wife.
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HIGHLIGHTING THE PEOFPLE AND PLACES OF FORT BEND COUNTY

THETRIBUT

A World War II flight crew had a lasting
effect on one Czech Republic village and
families throughout the United States.

'_ By Berry HUMPHREY
AND B.J. PolLock

- On May 8, Czech Liberation Dhay,
the family of the late Army Air Force
Sgt. Alfred  Stanley - “Buddy”

. Lubojacky and a few friends gathered

with about 400 others at the wllage of
Hridelee an the Czech Republic to
honor  Lubopacky -and -eight others
whose plane went down on that spot
on Valentine's Dhay, 19435, following a
plane batrle over Diresden, Germany
during Yorld War IL

Dresden was destroved by oa
firestorm after Allied bombing raids
thar day, bur a Fort Bend
family was devastated that day as well
when Lubojacky paid the ultimate
Jprice.

Mlore than half 4 century l:att:: at a

crew members, In 2002 Meal Jeirned
that Milos Podeimek of the Crech
Bepublic was seeling to contact
I_..u!:q;ar:lr.\ 1 family. E.fﬁ:u:’uc:nntc]
known as “The "Bombers' Fan,
Podzimek, a member’ of  the
Omamental Socencof Army History,
specializes in the fites of the airpline
crews that crashed near Hridebec and
in Poland and Germiany:

In late 2004, Podzimek: provided
Neal with o German officer’s report,
which was rranslaeed for her by
George Memorial Library’s head of
genealogy, WM. Von-Maszewska, It
wis then thar Lubojacky’s: family
learned his body and “partly opened
parachute were found Febi 15, 1"}4::-.
and he suffered 2 wound to'the chigh,

Flis fellow crew members {eail gun-

ner Leon "Greek” Nahmias, armorer

The resemblance is starmngai's Clint and Cody Mi

trait of their uncle, Alfred "Eudﬂf Lubojacky in 1]
Relhormd. which currently houses the Eﬂ'ﬂhil



e a— —

nd, Cody Ml
chy in L
TS |

._' and Nahmias, whe resides in New
=5 York, still sunave.

¢ Inaddition, only four of Lubojacky’s
siblings remmin: Ann Mikeska and
j Alice Prosise of Rosenberg, Olga

Kaminsky of Scaly mﬁg Wale
Lubojacky of Oklahoma,

Nearly three wecks ago, family
members stood at the crash site, where
a momument was erected with the
pnames of the coew of the B-17G

_:]H}'Bd the sz:h am:l Amenmn natmnai anthums.

nnj:[q;gﬂ i;.lh mﬂmﬂt}' ::ani»l;h:l.t nf hm : "Fn:]_d MeChesney hwpgatur Louig

ﬁmmgju: and! Lovise, but sl had Wilson, Filot Kenneth Streun, Toseph homber #42-97185. for a memodil
“ﬂ“'dﬁm"ilm h!-'EﬂmE ﬂt—th“k:d“mm Sigard. andd ol Whltdi‘-?r} all suc- service., 1he monument Itcﬂgmi:s
thie dav = B-17 vas attacl - cesshully parachuted Som the plarie s Lubojacky as being of Czech heritage,
Oalif hw?&mfﬁ?ni;mhr;ﬁ GEE— _“ Iu“ﬁ'!'d to-Earth — some despiice and alzo as the only crew member who

L'n:ns serious wolsds — and were
captired by Maz goldiers. Only
Chesriey whalives an i‘.'._:.nml:ky

did not survive parachurting from the
burning bamber.,

Lubojacky's  family  members

- attending the ceremony were Mikeeka

and hu:rﬁn:ml]im'.l, IT;.I'I'I; their dﬂ.‘ugii!tt‘,
Shawna Sandel; their sons and daugh-

e pers-in-low, Clint and Suzanne and
Cody and Lindsey Mikeska; Walt and
Betty LuanacL:}, Meal and her hus-

+ banl_'l. Charles; their -ﬂlug‘hler; Diawm
and Bronwyn; nephew Ewverett
Kaminsky and his wite, Connie; and
Lubojacky's cousins, Edna Luhojacky
E{undllzl and  Robert  Franek.
Whitelaw's grandson and grand-
daughter-in-law, James and Tina
Whitelaw, and family friends Guy and
Betty Humllhrc} o th-:nhtfp_r WETe
also in attendance.

Part of the 369th Bombardment
Squadren  (H) of the 3D6th
Bombardment Group, US. 8th Air
Force, Lubojacky’s bomber was
attacked by the Luftwaffe. Fire broke
cut in the bomb bay and in onc engine,
and several crew members were seri-
ously injured. The plane reened east,
hoping to make it to Russia, the near-

w]:u.r,hhp'ptn:d. toher il dnd 0.
= Iﬂﬂﬁhﬁm’l’ tacun;_'; .Budli:.- s-f&llmnr_'.
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and Maohmias, who resides o Mew
York, still survive.

In addition, only four of Lubojacky’s
siblings remain: Ann Mikesks and
Alice Prosise of Eu-s:nbl:?, (]}
Kaminsky of Sealy and Walt
Lubojacky of Oklahoma.

MNearly three weeks ago, family
members stood at the crash site, whers
2 monument was erected with the
names of the crew of the B-17G
bomber #42-97185, for a2 memorial
service. The monument recognizes
Lubojacky as being of Czech hertage,
and also as the only crew member w
did not survive parachuting from the
burning bomber.

Lubojackys family members
artending the ceremony were Mikeska
and her %msb:l.nd.jim; their daughter,
Shawna Sandel; their sons and daugh-
ters-in-law, Clint and Suzanne and
Cody and Lindsey Mikeska; Walt and
Betry Lubojacky; Meal and her hus-
b:;ﬂ: Charles; their daughters, Dawn
and Bronwyn;, nephew Ewverett
Kaminsky and his m'.g:, Connie; and
Lubojacky’s cousing, Edna Lubojacky
Kundel and Robert Franek.

* Whitelaw’s grandson and grand-

daughter-in-law, James and Tina
Whitelaw, and family friends Guy and
Betty Humphrey ot Rosenberg were
also in attendance,

Part of the 36%th Bombardment
Squadren  (H) of the 306th
Bombardment Group, U.S. 8th Ak
Force, Lubojackys bomber was
artacked by the Luftwaffe. Fire broke
out in the bomb bay and in one engine,
and several crew members were seri-
ously injured. The plane turned east,
hoping to make it to Russia, the near-

est Allled termbory, Bul over NOCTnertt
Bohemia, in what is now the Czech
Republic, the crew was forced to para-
chure out before the plane :Jn:tﬁﬂdtd.
erashing in Hridelee, near the spa
town of Lazne Belohrad, about 65
riles east northeast of Prague.
Lubojacky, the ball turret gunner,
was 4 Czech American whose mater-
nal and paternal grandparents had
emigml:cdptu Texas in the late 18005
from Moravia, For decades, his fami-
ly held out hope he had survived the
crash, had amnesia and was living in

the Czech Republic.

Continued on page 4

A wreath ‘from the American peo-
le' was laid by MESgl. Scotl
ter, attached to the US.
embassy in Prague. The Czech peo-
ple and Lubojacky family mem-
bers also presented flowers.

st week, we told readers
Texas Legislature is toy-
with the idea of allowin

— Sound Off —
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THETRIBUTE: A town re

Continuwed from page 1

“While it 15 sad thar it ook 60
vears for our family to Jearn his
fate, we were all relieved w0 finally
know what had happened to our
Buddy" said Neal. "Podzimek is
still seeking any remaining memo-
ries anyene in the vicinity of
Merboltice may have, to help us
leamn where he 35 buried "

On Liberation Day each year,
Crechs celebrare being freed by the
Allies in World Wu.'rl% This year
marked the 60th anniversary — a
perfect day o honor Lubojacky
and his crew mates,

“All of us were amazed ... 1o find
about 400 people had come to the
field outside the village for the
dedication,” said Neal, adding the
ceremony had been arranged by
Podzimek and the mayor of Lazne
Belohead. "The tall monument was
pémd:d by the green-bereted

zech Honor Guard, A small
band, the Swing Sextet of Nichod
town, played the Czech and
American national anthems, along
with Dixieland and jazz nines”

“It was a much bigrer deal than
I anticipated,” Mikeska said of the
dedication ceremony, “It  was
almost overwhelming, the number
of people that came ourt. Most of
them walked. The response was
overwhelming to me, T didn’t have
any ides what kind of monument
they were going to put up. It was
biggrer |:i~4r.=.|.ng'|1:I uxp:ﬁ&." i

*lowers were placed at the mon-
ument by Lubojacky’s family
members and by others. Among
them was an arrangement embla-
zoned with a banner that read,
“From the American Peaple,” It
was placed by U8, Air Force
Master Sgt. Scort Reuter, who is
assigmed to the LS. Embassy in

ague.
Sg;:ﬂkr“ﬂ for the ceremony
included the mavor of Lazne
Belohrad, the familys Czech
guide, who MNeal said was described
a5 “a member of the Czech
Parliament or  House  of
Representatives,” the director of
14 d AETH
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than young men of any time would
have' done. I am sorry we will not
be able to make the trek to the
Czech Republic next month, It is
such a nice and friendly thing thar
the people there are doing. T hope
those who attend will Jet them
know that our absence does mot
miean' we are any lese appreciative,”

“It was an emotional ceremon
during which even the sky cried.
The weather shifted from cold
wind to rain, sleet, and hail — then
to sun,” said Neal. “As the Jast pho-
tos were taken, it began to rain
agair a5 we beft.”

“The memorial itself was sad,
but it made me proud that they
went to the extent they did,
Mikeska said of the local people,
and I think they were proud thar so
many of us showed up."

Shortly after the CETEMOnY, an
elderly  woman  approached
Lubojacky’s family and gave them
a small piece of white silk fabric
approximately 10 inches square,
which she said was 2 remnant from
i parachure found at or near the
crash site.

“She gaid that the people in the
nearby village of I-]Ir' lec had
made shirts and blouses from the
parachute, and she had kepr this
small piece of the fabrie for 60
vears,” Mikeska recalled, “Her
grandson had asked her to give the
silk fabric to him after she told him
what it was; however, she didn’
think it would have as much mean-
inyr ko himn as it had to her and the
aicr people of the villige who had
experienced the heartaches and
problems during World War I1."

Following the ceremony, many
rraveled to nearby Lazne Belohrad
for the K.V, Rais Museum's open-
ing of Podzimek's in-depth,
month-long exhibit about the
plane’s fight and its ceew, Included
are fragments found ar the crash
site and diagrams of the location
within the plane of eacly dis- i
played fragment that had been :
f‘nﬂmud from the snowy field in

“ebruary, 1945, The People of

the village pathéred the remains

After the dinner, the family ané
their friends were treared 1o 2 pri-
vate tour of the musewm,

"l was amazed at how much
informatien and how many arti-
facts he had gathered over the
vears,” Mikeska said of Podzimek

Among the items on display
were photographs of and informa-
tion about each crew member,
including o large  portmaic of
Lubojacky. Just below it was the
hatch to the lower ball turrer where
he sat as a punner, and a letter from
an ebderly Czech woman, who
stated that the plane crashed near
her home when she was a young
gard.

“3o0on after the plane crash,
German men came and began
picking up pieces of the plane for
scrap metal,” said Mikeska, The
hatch o the ball turret was covered
with snow;, and the Germans did
not see it. The young girl found it
after the men had gone, and she

it it under her skirt and ook it
Emm: on her bicycle. She kept it

hidden in her home for almost 60

vears, The letter stated thar she has

been living in 2 *home for old peo-

ple’ during the Iast four years and

she wanted to give the metal hatch

te someone who would appreciate

the historical value of i,

Walt Lubojacky described the
dedication ceremony and the trip
a5 a whole as “overwhelming, emo-
tionally,” and said local willagers
requested  autographs  from
Lubojacky family members.

“It was guite an emotional clay: It
really was," he said of May g,
"When I first got off cur tour bus
and was introduced w Milos
Podzimek, [ lost it right then —
and [ don’t think I ever regained
my composure. It was quite an
emononal thing o see the perdon
who bad done all the research 1o
make all this possible. He's the ane
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.{g; the cowd, and the speeches
given in Crzech were summurized
lter for the Lubojacky family and
friends by their tour guide, Lenka
Sovadina.,

In his speech, Walt Lubajacky
thanked Tf: family’s hosts, the
event planners, the Czech people,
those who helped Allied troops at
risk to their own [lives, and
Padzimek for his years of research
that resulted in the family finally
knowing how their hero died in
service to his country.

Walt Lubojacky alse relayed a
message  from  MNahmias  and
MeChesney, quoting from a letter
written in April by McChesney: *L,
too, am grateful that new genera-
tions remember what we did so
many years ago. [t was no more

lived nearhy,” said Meal, “They 3

told us of secing the crash, and
of their families' attempts to
help the last crew members wha
parachuted near their village.”

The Lubojacky family and |

friends, their Czech tour guides
and bus driver, and Podzimek
and his som, Milos, were hon-
ored by abour 30 individuals at a
j'-;:urnul}‘dinner gaven by the town
of Lazne Belohrad. Afterward,
they moved to the town hall,
where they were entertained by
the swing band at a concert n
their honor

““They  played
American tunes that were popu-

lar during World War I1," said %

Mikeska. “They weated us like

royalty.”

Mayor Ing. Pavel Subr of Lazne Belohrad speaks at the dedica-
tion a5 Czech Army official Milos Podzimek, Ann Mikeska and
SMSegt. Scott Reuter look on.

maostly 35
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By the memorial are, kneeling, Walt Lubofacky, standing [rom
left. Ann Mikeska, Barbara Neal, Podzimek, Edna Kundel,
Evercit Kominsky and Beuter



:members

who should have been treated like
rovaley and asked for his aute-

graph,”

"H)u:mg the ceremony and
immediarely afterveard, 1 got teary-
eved,” Mikeska said as tears flowed
again at the memory. “Tt just made
me 50 prowd for them to do all thar
for all of us. Qur family juse kind of
kept his memory alive just by talk-
iny about him from time to time,”
she said of her brother, *It's hard to
explain what all this means to us. [t
jest kind of made his memory
more vivid, And the friendliness of
the peaple there and their hospital-
ity — well, it was just all over-
whelming.”

At the dedication of the memorial to crewmen of the USAF B-17 bomber that went down in
Czechoslovakia Feh, 14, 1945, taking the life of Sgl. Alfred 8. “Buddy™ Lubajacky, the ball turret gun-
ner o the plane, were relatives and Milos Podzimek, who had sought relatives of the deceased for the
lust 15 years. From left, front are Betty Lubojacky of Meeker, Okla.: Jim Whitelaw of Atlanta, Ga.,
grandson of crewman, Bob Whitelaw, who died last November; Shawna Sandel of The Woodlands;
Cody and Lindsey Mikeska: back row, Podzimek; USAF Sgt. Scott Reuter, attached to the U.S,
Embassy in Prague; Robert Franck of Aledo: Walter Lubujacky, brother of Sgt. Lubojacky; Dawn
Neal; Jimmy and Ann Mikeska of Richmond isister of Sgt. Lubajacky); Bronwyn Neal: Barbara
Pothyress Neal of Pleasanton, Calil'; and Suzanne and Clint Mikeska of Kosenberpg, Mot shown are
ﬁlr?u_r members Everett and Connie Kaminsky and Edna Kondel of Houston, and Charles Neal of
Califormia,
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