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6 December 1990

J. W. Haire
801 Ruth Ln
Hurst, TX 76053

Dear Bill:

I t was nice to hear from you, and I am sorry that I haven't
replied earlier, but I seem up to my ears in 306th materlals
and have trouble fighting my way to the surface.

Your plane sounds like an interesting project.

As to information on 42-31385. It's tall letter was U, and
there was no name, as you said.

The big cross stripe on the tail was yellow, and the small
stripe at the top was green, for the 369th. The horizontal
band represented the 40th Combat Wing and the yellow color
was for the 306th.

All this design and coloration was to make the planes more
easily identifiable in the air. With a thousand bombers up
it was difficult to tell which plane belonged to whom.

My information shows that this plane want down 11 April 44 om
a mission to Stettin, with James Opdyke as the pilot, and I
know Trygve Olsen was the co-pilot that day, but was in the
left seat because Capt. Opdyke was the air commander for the
day.

If all this adds up you are o.k. And, this is the only G model
with the last three numbers '385". The plane was come to the
Group 4 January 44.

Attached is a picture of a plane in which I have indicated the
color scheme.

All the best,



