


4, .Crondin
82 Des Ormeazux Apg <
coliette,F.Q. Canada
JOE 7N5
Near
Russell Strong,zecretary for the 30C 3omb Group Association,
is trying to improve the Directory of men trat did service in
Thurleigh during W.7.II. Fe asked me and several others..if we
could help him find the present home address of former members
of Det, A 876 Chem, Co. AO that served at Thurleigh with the 306
Romb Group.
If you are in contact with any of the following men .that were
part ofour Det.,I would appreciate a short letter giving me the
desired inférmation,

James H, Branyan Reavmont, Tx,
James J.Jeter R.R.2 Rox G4 T"atchitoches,lLa,

~Charles H, Dolan 575 4,172 St, I'.Y.C.

: Ernest Hoffer Jr, Pox I48 3 Rahway, V.J.

- Robert Levenback o774 4.1 th 53t, V. Y.C,

-5tephen Racz I52 Rrightoun Ave, Woodbridge V.d,.
Jdames Thornton T000 7. 47th St, Cleveland, Obio
Louis Osiel cc28 Shakesgpeare Ave, Chicafo,Ill,
Elmer Ross R.R. 1 Jerome, Idaho
-Peter A,Rerds 4TT2 Relt St, TiafFnea Falls, MY,
-Robert Ganner 2I2 VMeDonald S+, Sewiclkley,Pa,
Alvin Kott

lierts
A, Cox
L. Farthagel
lierced Lujan Ia l'esa, N,k

- Albert I,Zvans 400 Riverside NDr, IV.7.C,

-Joseph Rarrity 4CI2 V. Fermitage Av, Chicago,Ill.
Tobert Cebelak eP7 Viehigan St. Crand fiapids, L'ich.

So far we have confirmed addresses for
Harry Smits Polie 3 Appleton, Jisc.
Sam Y, Smith : River Forest, Ill.
Abe Grondin 82 Nes Ormeaux Apt. 2 Jolilette,I'.7.Canada J6L 7I'S
Nonald Plym Calesburg, I11,
JTames Weathered Dox 581 © Crowell,Tx, 7972
Rarney Spross R.R.4 Columbus, Tx,

It's a start. And we are trving to locate the other sixty.
Please help if you can: hut please make the effort,
I would u_oreciate at least acknowled;ement of reception of
this letter,That ‘rould assure us that your a“ir:ss is good,
Yoping to hear from you helore Christmas,
Abe Frondin
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367th, 368th, 369th, 423rd Squadrons, and service organizations
Thurleigh, Bedfordshire, England — September 1942-April 1945

306m BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

Secretary/Historian

Russell A. Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205
704/568-0153

Author
First Over Germany
Cor:nmand and_Staff
6 November 1990 g;?::’fégtzzg"
Editor
306th Echoes
To: Abe Grondin 306th Directory
Floyd Williams
Donald Plym

Sam W. Smith
Harry W. Smits
Barney H. Spross
James B. Weathered

Re: Roster of 876th Chemical Co, Detachment A, personnel
The accompanying list was sent to me by Abe Grondin, and is an
identification of a picture which he also sent me for use in

an upcoming issues of Echoes.

Following the receipt of the list, I checked it against my card
file and current roster for Echoes mailing.

I have made notations where I had information.

Those marked "OK" appearing on the mailing list; an "X" indicates
that they are not in my card file, and will be added; one I have
marked as deceased; others have had further name information ap-
pended.

NOW, we need your help to further fill out the name list. Can you
help with names, WW II hometowns, last known place of residence,
or current addresses?

While you are working this over I will begin a telephone search
for a number of these men. Perhaps together we can present a much
more complete roster than we now have.

A reply envelope is included.

Thanks for your help,

ALWAYS FIRST emmmmmmm—— F | RST OVER GERMANY
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11 April 1991

Dear Abe:

Sorry to hear about your heart attack, but hope you are feeling
better and continuing to improve. I had a little problem last
fall, not an attack but a warning, so have taken a bit better
care of myself since then. The doctors éell me I am doing fdne
now, and I am as active as ever-~but, then, I am a few years
younger than you are.

I don't know what else you can do on finding people. I have those
names on my "search" list, and have donme some work on that-—send-
ing double postcards to any 306th people who lived in cities whhre
we had "losts". That is how Manicki's name turned up. Have had a
fair response, getting a dozen names and addresses back so far,
and at least an equal number of deceased.

Next I am going to be writing libraries in larger cities, and to
town clerks in smaller places, to see if I can turn up some more.

Its tough sledding, but most of the "founds" are delighted that we
located them, and wished we had dome it 15 years ago.

As to Robert Ganner from Sewickley, PA., a small town in the Pitts-
burgh area, I have a brother-in-law who lives there, so we visit on
occasion. Haven't found Ganner, but a fellow who lives there is not
a 306'3r, but his Sather-in-law is, so I have asked this man to work
on CGanner. The Sewickley resident is an avid military researcher,
even though he is an artist by trade, and I am sure he will turn up
something eventually.

If you still have your 201 file about, I would like copies of any
orders you might have that were issued at Thurleigh--Group er station
special orders, squadron orders, etc.

I found when I got into this that Special Orders were not in Federal
files prior to 1 Dec 43, so I began collecting them. I now have about
400 from 1 Mar 42 through 30 Nov 43, and they provide all kinds of snip-
pets of information that help to support the history of the 306th.



Grondint 2

Its from this kind of material that I have compiled a 10,000-card
file of 306th personmnel. Today I am sending my card file off to
copied on microfilm so that there is a backup in case anything
should ever happen to my card file.

Of late you may have noticed that Mission Reports are availbdd

to interested persons, and this has been a 15-year quest that began
when I started work on a history of the 306th. It is nearly complete
now, and I may have that put on microfilm again to keep it safe.

Would you ever consider writing a bit about the Thurleigh football
teams, their triumphs and defeats? I would be delighted to use some-
thing like this in Echoes, as I am sure tha participants would enjoy
it and I think it was a healthy outlet for everyone on the base. I
recall attending a game or two while I was there in the fall of 1944.

Continued good health, Abe, and write again,



30 April 1991

Dear Abe:
Gad, but the mail lady was good to me today!

I got your envelope at noon, immediately made copies and
am getting them back into the mail this afternoon. 1 have
kept the football stuff until a bit later, but will use
it in the July issue of Echoes.

I found in your collection of orders seven that I did not
have. I haven't had a haul like that in years. Now I will
gotthrough them to match data with my personnel file and
put some better information on some of my 3x5 cards.

I am also enclosing a fage I copied of four football pic-
tures from my files. ’

Thanks again for your diligence.

Sincerely yours,
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SMay 1991

Dear Abe:

Thanks so much for the loan of the Special Orders. I added
eight names to my roster,of 306th men, now showing 10,789
men who served in the 306th from Wendover through the end
of the war. I don't think anyone would have ever dreamed
there were that many.

Have just read through the football material and put it in
the July Echoes file.

To round out the article, I need some further help from you.
Where did you come from; did you play high school football,
and where, and what position? As you mention wanting to be a
high school math teacher and coach, where did you go to Col-
lege, when did you graduate, did you play football? posi-
tion, etec.

I take it that Grondin is a French name, so is that why you
now live in the Montreal area? What was your postwar career?

Any biographical information you can give me will be appre-
ciated. Do you remember the approximate date that you joined
the 306th?

Coming back from the Las Vegas reunion in 1988, I was looking

at the Phoenix phone book, and had Flowd Williams name as hav-
ing been a Phoenix resident. That was how I found him and got

him on the mailing list.

All the best,
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Dear Russ,

Writing about the Thurleigh 1944 Football team would have
been easy 45 years ago. But now, in 1991, you are pressing my
memory heavily.

To start off, the football team was first thought of by
Lt. Darrell Matoon and his Special 8Services staff. They did re-
search in 201 files and asked-around about ex—~football plavers.
When they got to me, I had to beg off because of my "trick" knee.
But being interested in football as a possible part of my future
life, I volunteered to be assistant coach if they needed help.
You see, my goal for return to civilian life was to teach high
school math and coach the local football team. This could be an
oppurtunity to assess my coaching ability. Well, two weeks later,
the Special Service Sgts. came back to see me and said "It looks
like vyou've got a Jjob "Coach". I think they hadn’t looked any
further but I was neither dissapointed nor discouraged.

80 we made arrangements for the introduction of players to
the coach and the first practice session.

The response to warm up drills and grass drill was fantas-—
tic. These guys really were interested. 8o we went into planned
plays for line rushes and long passes. our biggest problem for
praticing was lack of personnel. Too many of the players were
flight personnel and combat missions held high priority over
practice.. S50 we adjusted our pratice so that the offensive would
run the right side against a left-side defensive and vice-versa.
And we didn't bhave any Joe Montana to throw long passes to lanky
sticky Ffingered ends. We worked on the more certain short gquick
passes. They worked!

After three weeks of patchy pratice, play developement, and
grinding grass drills (I wanted hardened bodies to avoid personal
injuries) we headed for Bassingborne and our first game.

AFten‘premgama warm-up we were in the dressing-room for the
choice offstarting eleven and the coach "s "Inspiring pep-talk".
At that time, my first time, I was more nervous thanm any of the
players. They listened attentively and we ran out to the field
full of confidence.

It was not a spectacular game but it was fun. And we all
went home proud of the scoreless tie. We were as good as they
were.One week later we played Nuthampstead who were better
drilled and faster than us. We lost 6 to 0.

We scheduled daily pratice drills but the war still inter-
fered. In spite of the patchwork practice session we played a
good third game and we beat Bassingborn 13 to 0.

That one really pleased the coach and all the players. But
maybe a bit toe much. We got careless in the second half of the
Nuthampstead return match allowing them to score two quick touch-
downs and suffered a 12 to O defeat.

The next game against 5ta.l179 (8.0.85) was more exciting and
ended in a sastisfying 13 to 13 tie.

Then came the big exhibition game in the town of Bedford



stadium. It was played up big on the base and in the Bedford
daily newspaper. The stadium was packed and we were ready. Warren
Sellen was hot and we rolled all over defenseless Harrington for
a 25 to O victory.

Mow comes the part I really like. Twenty-five of us, a mede-
cal officer, a special services officer, the coach and twenty—-two
players got on 8Station Special Orders #317 to proceed to
"Reading.England to participate in athletic contest. TD approx. 3
days". We went by train. We played our hearts out. But we could
not win. They did not win either. We made two good goal line
stands to hold on to a 13-13 tie against Reading Station #1357
group.

We coasted into the final part of the season with a 6 to ©
victory over Harrington and a 13 to 6 victory over Grafton Under-
wood, In brief, our record was as followss

E1 october 1944 Thurleigh O Bassingborn O
6 november 1944 Thurleigh O Nuthampstead &
13 november 1944 Thurleigh 13 Bassingborn 0
20 november 1944 Thurleigh © Nuthampstead 12
27 november 1944 Thurleigh 13 8t.179 5.0.8 13
2 december 1944 Thurleigh 25 Harrington 0

9 december 1944 Thurleigh &6 8t.1857 Read. &
14 december 1944 Thurleigh 6 Harrington 0
23 december 1944 Thurleigh 13 Grafton Und. 6

Won 4 Lost 2 Tied 3

Don"t forget, Russ, that in those "Good old days" the strong
players played the full game, that is both offensive and defen-
sive. These men were strong, tough, and they loved the game and I
was proud to be their coach.

But I never became a high school football coach because it
did not pay enough and I had a good future in the Textile In-
dustry.

Enclosedare a few Station Special Orders pre-dating 1 decem-—
ber 19243, plus more information and pictures of our football
palyers.

Yours,

Abe Grondin



18 December 1992

Dear Abe:

Here are your pictures, and many thanks for their loan and
for the story information. I hope it met with your satis-
faction.

The printer failed to return the pictures, and I didn't get
around to pushing him until I got the midst or working on the
January issue of Echoes.

They came in the mail yesterday, and I am happy to send them
6n to you, as I try to get all such things out of my hair as
soon as possible.

I hope that the weather is dealing kindly with you. Its been
a bit cold here, in the '20s that is at night, but we haven't
had any snow. Missed out on it, too, last year.

We will be off to Columbus, OH, for New Years, and I ams ure
will get enough snow then.

All the best, and I hope you have recovered from the rigors
of travel abroad,
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Saimt-Charles-Borromée, Mai 29th, 2001
ﬂﬂww 5, 2.00¢

NE
I/

306th Bombardment Group Association
Attention of: Mr Russell A. Strong
5323 Cheval Place

Charlotte, N.C,

28205 U.S.A.

Dr Mr Strong,

I would first like to thank you for sending me the 306th Bomb Group
Journal of April 2001 with the picture of Abe on it.

Abe has left us on February 10th of vear 2000.

I would be very happy if you could send me the issue of the Journal where
Abe's death date will be published.

Best regards,

Mrs Lucienne Grondin

82 Des Ormeaux #2
Saint-Charles-Borromée, Québec
Canada J6E TN5
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A [a douce mémoire de
ABRAHAM GRONDIN
1915-2000



