RECORD UPDATE
306th Bomb Group Association

(Please complete as much of this form as you wish, and return to
Russ Strong at the reunion, or mail to Russ Strong, 5323 Cheval

Place, Charlotte, NC 28205) Little Rock 1989
Date completed
LAST NAME: Drennan FIRST Na: By H. TITLE:
Street address: 123 N. polk Telephone: (01 ) 664 1213

City, state, zip: Little Rock, AR 72205

Date of Birth: 7/13/19 Wife's name:

College(s) attended: University of Ark  pegree(s): Year(s):

Last employment and job title:  Owner operator retail furniture

Reunions attended: (by year or location) none

Serial #: 37101459 Squadron: 369 Specialty: Radio gunner
Date joined 306th: . If combat, what crew: gp Hennessy
Special duties or assignments w/306th:

Number of missions flown: 25 Date of last mission:

Date left 306th: Highest rank/grade with 306th: E?SGT.
Other 8th AF units served with:

Top service assignments after 306th:

USAF retirement date: Rank/grade:

Coples of old 306th orders, either from the Group or Station 111, or any of the
squadrons or other units, will be welcomed by the secretary.

If you know of other 306th people who do not appear in the directory, please add
their names and current or former addresses to this sheet so that we may search

further for them.



Arkansas Democrat ¥ (Hazette

Billy Helmer Drennan

Bomber radioman,
furniture merchant

BY LARRY AULT
Desmerat-Gasime S Witer

Billy Helmer Drennan was look-
ing forward fo his reunion next
week with his World War 11 bomber
group, which he had not seen since
the war,

“Bill Drennan wes e Tad we gob
for the radic position,” recalled Ed-
ward I, Hennessy of Las Vegas,
Hennezzy piloted  their  B-17

bomber, nicknamed “Little Au-
drey.”
“We - flew iogether

probably on about 20 mis-
siong” a= members of the
Jn6th Bombardment
Group &t Thurleiqh. Eng-
land, Hennessy said,

YWhen the first Ameri-
can bombing forces en-
tered Germany, the men
af the 3L were in the
tead,

Hennessy recalled that
he and Drennan flew the 75 mis-
sions required of them, but nejther
roally. believed he woiild subvive
the war,

“Dur lozs rabes were [nitially so
high, you couldn’t expect {0 make
it." he gaid.

Drennan, 76, a retired Little
Rock businessman, died Thursday
of health problems that included
ciancer and a heart attaek.

He waz the retived ownper of
Drennan Furniture Co, of Little
Hock, a business his father started
He alsovalunlesred at the VA Med-
ical Center, North Little Rock Divi-
sion.

“He was-a very handsome voung
man,” Hennessy said. He said Dran-
nan, who reached the rank of tech-
nical sergeant, was al a dissdvan-
tage on the bomber because he
could hear everything on his radio
bt couldn't see much,

Hennessy 2aid none of the 10-
member erew who knew Dremnan
during his days in the Army Air
Foree knew what happened tohim
after the war,

“We thought he was desd for 50
years: No one knew where he was,
They found Billy living in Little
Hock-aboul two vears ago, We were
stunned when we realized he was

still liwing,"” |

They had hoped he would be
able to join the five surviving creiw
members gathering Wednesday at
Tt e, Tenn.

Hennessy said he spoke with
Drennan on the telephone recently
and found him “surprisingly opli-
mistie.”

Drennan grew up in Benton and
spont the last 50 years inm Litile
Rock. He attended Benton High
Schonl, For a short time, be studied
chemistry and enginesring
at the University of Arkan-
sas af Fayetteville,

Dirennian married Sgm-
mie Lowis of MeCrory in
Dciober 1846 She died in
1980

At the family business,
which elosed in the edcly
1900, Drennan . originally
* - gold new furnifure and:-ap-
pliances. Later, he sold
used appliances and “Txed TVS in
the back” recalled John Wells of
Littie Rock, a nephew whom Dren-
nian adopied.

"Ewery kid in the neighborbhood
called him Unele BIIL" Wells said.
“He raized me, He wag just an in-
eredible human being"”

Wells recalled s story Drennan
told about his duties a5 a radio op-
erator on the B-17.

“They had {o log everything they
heard,” Wells said. Although he
maintained the log while the air-
erafl was fying intg combat, on the
redurn flight to Britain thers wis no
need (o record the messages,

Drennan, who inspected and
made minor repairs (o the radio
equipment before and after each
Might, would shom the antennae
wire off the plane with his machine
gun g0 that he didn't have to bee
the log on the refurn trip, Wells
said,

A5 e grew older, Drennan rel-
ished felling World War 11 stories
and reealled his serdiee as "the
mosl exciting Lhing he had ever
dlone," Wells said.

Drennan told him “he would
Furve had the time of his life if he
hadn'l been seared put of hiswitz!”
his nephew said.

Noteworthy deaths



