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19 September 2001

National Personnel & Records Center
9700 Page Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63132-5100

Attn: USAAF WWII Records & Berlin Airlfft

Dear Sirs:

At the recent reunion of this organization, I heard an interesting
story concerning the latd Clyde M. Bennett 6942738, and would like
to secure more information about him.

Bennett was assigned to the 306th Bomb Group, probably in April 1942
at Wendover, UT, and left the Group when he became a POW 13 Jan 43 on
a mission to Lille, France. My source tells me that he was something
of a protege of Curtis LeMay, who served with the 306th for a brief
period prior to taking command of the 305th Bomb Group.

Now, jump ahead a few years, and in the immmediate postwar period
Bennett got into pilot training, was commissiomed, and is reported to
have died in an air crash during the Berlin Air 1ift, when he was
serving as a pilot.

Any information you can turn up on Bennett would be most appreciated.
Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong
Bistorian




19 September 2001

Reference Desk
Pittsburgh Public Library
1201 Woods Run Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15212-2335

DearFriends:

At the recent reunion of this organization, I was told about a
CLYDE M. BENNETT who served with the organization for some months
early in the war. My records indicate that he may have come from

or had a connection with Pittsburgh.

He joined the 306th early in 1942, having served in the Army for

an extended period prior to the war, as evidenced by the seven-digit
enlisted serial number he tehn held, 6942738.

On 13 Jan 1943 he was missing in action over Lidle, France, on a
bombing mission, and became a prisoner of war.

After he was returned to the U. S. in late 1945 or 1946, he entered
pllot training, and was later assigned to fly in the Berlin Air Lift.
During thés period he was killed in a plane crash,

Any assistance you can give me will be greatly appreciated, and I
will be happy to pay any copying charges you may incur.

Thanking you in advance, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong

cc: W. Bruce Thomas



20 September 2001

Air Force History Office
ASHSO

200 McChord St, Bldg 24
Bolling AFB, MD 20332

Dear Sirs:

I am seeking a bibliography of the Berlin Air Lift, if such a
thing exists.

More specifically, I am seeking information on a Clyde M. Bennett,
who was an early member of this organization and became a POW on
13 Jan 1943 on a mission to Lille, France.

It is my understanding that he entered pilot training after return-
ing to the States and was flying as a pilot in the Berlin Air Lift.

Specific information seems hard to acquire 50 years later, and I am
hopeful that you can be of assistance to me. Perhaps, even to the
point of a copying a page or two out of books you may have available
on your shelves.

My infommation indicates that he was killed while flying on the Air
Lift.

Sincerely yours,



bt Main Library and
Administrative Offices
CARNEGIE LIBRARY OF PITTSBURGH .
‘ 4400 Forbes Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15213-4080
Direct Tel 412 622-

Direct Fax 412 622-

hup://www.clpgh.org

Date Qct. 20 2001

Dear Mr. Strong

B We regret that we could not locate the information that you had requested:

0 We searched our Biography Index; Clipping Fifes; x__Death Notice
Index, 1786-1913 and/or 1968-present; Marriage Notice Index, 1786-1910;
City Directories; Census Indexes; Newspapers; Other Sources.
O Your check / money order for $ is enclosed.

X A list of local researchers is attached. One of them may be able to assist you for a fee.

0 For obituary and any other newspaper search, we require an exact date. We check only
two local newspapers (usually The Pittsburgh Press and the Gazette unless otherwise
stated). When only an approximate date is provided, we will check our available indexes.
This search was not successful; we suggest that you either obtain an exact date - or that
you have your local library order other newspaper titles from the Library of Congress
through Interlibrary Loan fer you to search in person - or you can hire a local researcher.

0 Itis suggested that you contact one of the agencies listed on the back for further
assistance. Or contact the following agency:

0 Prepayment is required before we can initiate a search. Our basic fee for 1-5 photocopies is
$8.75. Please make your check or money order payable to the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, %
Pennsylvania Department, 4400 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213-4080. If we do not locate the
information that you are seeking, then we will return your check. If our search generates more than
five copies, we will notify you of any additional fees.

Sincerely,

Marilyn Holt
Head, Pennsylvania Department
LT. I checked our Gazette death index file and our biography
file and found no listing for a Clyde M. Bennett. If you could
provide and exact date of death I could search further. Enclosed

is a list of researchers that m i
The mission of Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh is to be a p %Xca be Sl fHrther.asadstk

orce for e tion, information, recréation, and msplgﬂo%?n‘thc communities it serves.



LOCAL AGENCIES THAT MAY BE ABLE TO ASSIST YOU FURTHER:

Allegheny County Register of Wills Office
City-County Building

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Wills (1788-Present): 412-350-4183
Marriage Records (1885-Present):
412-350-4177

Birth and Death Records (1870-1905):
412-350-4188

Allegheny County Recorder of Deeds Office
County Office Building

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Deeds (1788-Present): 412-350-4226

Pennsylvania Department of Health
Division of Vital Records

P. O. Box 1528

New Castle, PA 16103

Birth and Death Records (1906-Present)

Beaver County Courthouse
Beaver, PA 15009
724-728-5700

Butler County Courthouse
336 South Main Street
Butler, PA 16001
724-285-4731

NOTES:

Washington County Courthouse
100 West Beau Street
Washington, PA 15301
724-228-6700

Westmoreland County Courthouse
301 Courthouse Square
Greensburg, PA 15601
724-830-3000

Archives Service Center
Archives of Industrial Society
University of Pittsburgh

400 North Lexington Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15260
412-244-7090

McKeesport Heritage Center

1832 Aboretum Drive

McKeesport, PA 15132

412-678-1832

McKeesport Daily News (begins 1884-)

Senator John Heinz Pittsburgh Regional History
Center

Library and Archives Division

1212 Smallman Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15222

412-454-6364



WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH

Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society is not able to do research for individuals
beyond looking up basic information in indexes, histories, genealogies or other printed materials.
We can answer general questions concerning research in this area. The following members have
indicated willingness to do further research for a fee. WPGS does not recommend or endorse any
of the researchers nor does it accept any responsibility for their work. Send a SASE (self
addressed stamped envelope) when you contact them for availability and fees.

Jerry Boscia
6224 Springhouse Place
Bridgeville PA 15017-3517

e-mail: ditster@worldnet.att.net

G. Jean Gregord, CGRS
123 Kiefer Drive
Pittsburgh PA 5241-1335

e-mail: GJGregord@juno.com

Suzanne M. Johnston
4413 Birchwood Lane
Allison Park PA 15101-1305

e-mail: suej@nauticom.net

Jean Morris
Box 8530
Pittsburgh PA 15220-0530

e-mail: morrisjean@juno.com

Diane Ragan

24 Carmel Court

Pittsburgh PA 15221-3618
e-mail: mdragan@juno.com

Library and courthouse research in all
western PA and eastern OH counties.
Ttalian family research

Allegheny, Butler and other western
Pennsylvania counties

Allegheny, Butler and other western
Pennsylvania counties

Library and courthouse research in
Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Butler,
Fayette, Greene, Lawrence, Washington and
Westmoreland Counties

Lecturer, teacher, conducts workshops

Allegheny, Washington and Westmoreland
Counties  National Archives, DAR and
Library of Congress

Revised April, 1999



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE W Af%
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE & -

-
WASHINGTON DC vl j

Air Force History Support Office/HO 28 September 2001
200 McChord Street Box 94
Bolling Air Force Base DC 20332-111

Russell A. Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte NC 28205

Dear Russell,

The Missing Aircrew Report (MACR #15502) for the B-17, tail number 41-24471, includes
a list of crew members in which a S/5gt Clyde M. Bennett is named. Copies are enclosed.

The MACR indicates that the aircraft was lost to enemy anti-aircraft fire and was involved
in & mid-air collision on a bombing mission against the railroad yards at Lille. Unfortunately, and
uncharacteristically, there is not further information in the file. Except, as you will see, for a
clerical note that Bennett was (RMC, returned to military control). There are indications that the
only crew mambers who didn't return were Sgt Charles R. Tipton who was killed in action. and
S/5gt MacMahon who was imprisoned at Dulag Luft, Oberursel.

Bennett was not included in the list of fatalities (75 men) involved in the Berlin Airlift when
the memorial was dedicated at Tempelhof Air Base, Berlin on 10 July 1951,

Good luck,

L

Leslie S, Jackson
Major USAF retired
Volunteer

Enclosure: MACR 15502 pages

Freedom through Air Power
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CIFOST*Y:  This report will be compiled in tripl licats by each oy
air Forees organization within 48 hu'r‘s ri Lhe bine an
aircraft 1is afficially reported misaling.
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4e GIVE: (a) Date 3 Tize 1432 Hours sand Location »f Last
knorn wherenstouts of missing alverelt L, ¥m Northeast of Lille
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{e) - {-. (£} (ki
9. TED FzhuoNS LISTCO BSLCT "SRT REPORTED AS: {n} Battle Casu

nltx X

or (b) lon-Battils C:]:'H"':.'
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sersons —ero aboard alrcralt, list gimilar t':! ticulors on Eﬁ;e."'rr-‘.r! shool
and attach original to this form). !
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DESCRIFTION OF THE EUTENT OF SE'RCE, I7 *WY, »'D GLVEY MMIE, 3% AND
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1st Lt., Jeck Jeoknlok
Returned to United Statea

Capt. James A, Johnston
EKilled in agtiom

1at L, Shedrick E. Jenea
Returnad to Unitad States

Capt. Doyle L. Dugger
Eilled in section

5/8gt. Clyde K. Bemnett
Eeturped to United States
T/Sgt. Robert L. Stevenson
Returned to United States
S/Sgt. John P. Morrison
Returnsd to United Statsa
Sgti Fred J. Zdoblak
Returned to Unitsd States
8gt. Charles E, Tipton
Eilled in metion

Sgt. Thomas Halinhon
Raturned to United States

CREW LIST

Home Address:
5045 So. Californis
Chiosgo, Illimois

¥rs. Marshell B, Johnston (Mother)
1103 Chootaw Avenus
Chickasha, Cklahoma

Era, Oliie M, Jomes (Wife)
201 Rochamboaun
San Aptonio, Texas

¥re, Flisabeth S,Dugger (Wife)
Eloomfisld, Indisna

Miss Ruth ¥, Bennett (Sister)
217 Joyce Terrace Hazelwood
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania

¥ras, Sattle B, Stevenson (Mother)
Eirklin, Indians

Mr, John T. Horrison (Father)

1623} Fiagara Street
Risgara Falls, Hew York

(Lddresa mnﬂ!ble}

trs, Hareist . Tipton (Hother)
324 Bast 22md Strest
Baltimore, Maryland

r, & Nrs. Jemes J. Molskon (Pavents)
112-36 207th Strest
Saint Albans, New York
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* REPORT 1M SHOT-DOWN AIRCRAFY

DATE AND TIME AIRCRAFT
WAS SHOT DOWH: 13 Jan 1943 at 1432 Hours

PLACE OF CRASH: Tourcoing, 5 km NE of Lille

TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: Fortress 11

REPORTING 0FFjeg: Command Adrficld srea Bruesssl

2 Jun 43

SURMAME, AND  MacllAHCON
FIRST MAME: Themas D

DATE OF BIRTH:

RANK: 5/Sgt

SERIAL WUMBER: 12041471

CAPTURED: 2 ipr 43 at WOUNDED: DEAD:

Brussels by Security Fost, Belgium
CISTRIBUTION: WHICH CAMP: TYPE OF IMJURY:

2 Jun to fulag Luft, Cberursel

GRAYE LOCATION:

REMARKS:  Mationality: U.S.A.
Priscner wore civilian clothing.
ifter his capture by Secret Military Foliee, nrisoner was needed

for evidence of (whe gave) aid to the enamy.

B=3224 ,AF(8)
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Formblatt 1 - Nur fiir den Dienstgebrauch ! )
{00 Ly Do 0d, Anlege 24

Angaben iiber Gefangennahme oder Bergung von
feindlichen Luftwalfenangehirigen

Metdung wird erstatiet durch: Verteiler:

Dienstatelle: g e iy dle i s BT D00 Lu. kil Belgien-Nordfrankecich, Ie
! g 3

Urt: pelicoel Pudaz Ll Obernirse]

Zrit: 25621045 bl K1 1L Ber,

Betr: Alsehoss

Mot Jameliing irilh'l‘ Fortropn 1L

Alsurs
bei Toupeoing, 5 I 10 T4l
am 13Bs 1045 um A4 Ulr. 32e

Fersonalien des Angehiirigen der feindlichen Luftwalle

. i . i a9
Familienname | Surpaome’) Mo Jiohon :
s W T ¢ rm v s bl s B
Varnnmen (Christion Napmes Thgoon Doniel )
& .r ey v wene
Dienstrans [LIank ™) Rty o hafp! Stabadt v

Erkennungsnimmer ( Service Number”) 1221472

Nationalitit Yelele

(IAF, RCAF, RNZAE, RNAF. Pole, Ithodesier nsw. — USA Air Corps! :
Angalen bei Gelangennahme Angaben bei Bergung von Toten

Fopunkt dee Cefangrionahine 2‘1“4.45 Teitpunkt der Auflimdieng

fienaue Optsangales dder e fangrnnalene mal Ut Snr, Moo

-t.rlnﬂ_z‘\-““m erlulgie dureh MJU‘LEJI‘Q‘EEI- B Fustamd dder Lriche

D Dulgien

Tter Uerlumgene trog Zivilkiridung

Beschriliing iler Erlennunginarke

Waodurch wurdea die Personalien e Toten Seatgestelle?
Fiwaige Unterstelling unter Diepstatellen dec GFIY oler

des =0 pur Ermittlung oler Feinlle ghnatigong TR BT T

barareiebe? lesung, et winwl .?'.ri”mnl.l er Heiweisnng (Gealdage):

Feippunke alve Dherfalieung  sam Iplag Lacli, Uleqirrse]
2e6e104s

sanstige Angabei [Floefinseponch Ite sovmsberbiebien b Vrr.
hialters slea gl paw. ]|

Dor GeZengere wurdc meoh ceizey
Footnohoo Gurxe.. 4dle GFF. sur Kl-
XL, do: Fo ! rFbopiassisung honbe-
ti{;u-
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National Personnel Records Center

Military Personnel Records 9700 Page Avenue  St. Louis, Missouri 63132-51(0

June 3, 2002

Russell Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205

RE: Veteran’s Name: Bennett, Clyde M.
SSN/SN: 006942738
Case Reference Number: 2001-272-1193

Thank you for contacting the National Personnel Records Center. The record needed to answer
your inquiry is not in our files. If the record were here on July 12, 1973, it would have been in
the area that suffered the most damage in the fire on that date and may have been destroyed. The
fire destroyed the major portion of records of Army military personnel for the period 1912
through 1959, and records of Air Force personnel with surnames Hubbard through Z for the
period 1947 through 1963

In working to fulfill your request, we noted that your inquiry did not include the signed consent
of the individual whose record is involved and must be returned without action. The Privacy Act
of 1974 provides for the release of information only with the written consent (signature) of the
individual to whom the record pertains. If the person is legally incompetent, the legal guardian
must sign the release. (The legal representative or guardian should furnish a copy of the court
appointment.) If the individual is deceased we must have the written consent of the next of kin.
The next of kin is defined as: unremarried widow or widower, son, daughter, father,
mother, brother or sister.

We have made every effort to assist you within the constraints of our resources. If you have any
questions or comments regarding this response, you can reach me by phone at (314) 538-2273 or
by mail at the address shown in the letterhead above, ATTN: NRPMS5, Room 2315. Ensure you
include the Case Reference Number listed above. All new requests for information or
documents, or requests that pertain to other veterans, must be made in writing to the address
shown in the letterhead above. Our web site also includes pertinent phone numbers and a request
form.

Sincerely,
;I'I\_:rj- dl;-/% L-"'vyL,

DELPHINE HOLMAN
Archives Technician

National Archives and Records Adwinistration
httpswww.nara.gov/regional/stlouis.hitml



