n 5--Faxipus effort called jor sission to Jeit:z, Took off At S:05 in Elinding
4t in the dark and skidded 1] over tne runway. Uyro-horizen lagping anc just caught

sther ingtruments in time to yank the Shack higher. {later found cut that the Crew
Chief had pulled out & piece of tree branch froz tias tail wheel) FReturpsé toc bass
after flying formatien in thunder storms and Lesvy cloude at aboub 50 feet mnd less
for 2 hours and 30 minutes. Bad cross wind on landing, and helluva time. Heally
susated it out bacause we had about 2500 gals. of gas aboard and 12--500 lbe. of GF's
and 1000 1bs. of IB's aboard, Kearney in ship ahead of me landed with wings on fire

o make me swent A little more.

Mareh 26--Mission to Ruhr Valley scrubbed. Patten got to the target first, Found out
that Frank Biorn was in the hospital at Diddington and the Joe T. Clark had been killed.
Fot a truck snd Fiecher, Mac, Fengra &né I went to see Frank. Was not sericusly hurt,
srall piese of flack in right calf. Joe was hit hard in left hip and died in station
hospital. That night we had a little squadren perty and I got pretty high--kind of had
it coming for some time, Even Pengra, whe never touches a drop, had hie share tomight.

Earch 27--Missiocn to Schweinfurt scrubbed due to weather. Got permission to go to Joe
T.'s funeral. Figher, Pengra, Jenes, Dragoo and I went to Cambridge where American
Cemetary is. Town is very old and nothing but colleges. ket Bob Ferry and Frank's
whole crew at Red Cross and went to Tuneral with them. Services were very impressive
with 20 chaplains present. About %0 men were buried at one time. Cemetary is wery
large and many graves are there.

March 28--Day wery dull--Hed link in the morning end evening.

Moreh 20--Had long SCP session in A.M. Afterncon had no duties. Went to town abaut
£:%0 but came back early.

March 30=-=Missicn to Vegesack (Visuwal)
Craw:inll

Target=-=-5ub Pens

Ship--Flack Shack

M v
tﬁ??icﬁ ﬁﬂﬂisney Bombe externslly. Heaviest load o B-17 has ever carried in combai--

battar than 70,000 pounds. Flew G ehip squadrons instead of the usuel 12. 'Was gwesiing
cut the take off, but it waen't bad at all. Made four bomb runs and flack was damned
accurate, On the first run Clec was knocked down by e piece of flack which hit his
telmest. It glanceé off of him snd hit Phillippi's flack guit-—potn unhuri. NexXi run
vasn't bad. Third run they were waiting for us and plastered hell oui of ths proup.
Two bursts on the underside jolted me out of the seat and I could feel numerous burstse
¢~ the comtrols. Fourth run wes just a= bed, One piece of the flack came in right
cnist and woent out iefi then through stabilizer. (me plece pussed betweet Tex and i
end apother niecked top of cockpit about 3 inches from my head, We could now smell the
powder from the Jerry shells. {n the ground we discovered sbout 35 Roles and arpor
plate saved Clem., Had to have new gas tank in #2 bacause of size of holes, and & new
left stabilizer. However, we really plastered the target.






